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Backbench revolt over 
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TONY BLAIR'S attempts to fight 
back after the Government's 
“Black Christmas" suffered a 
reverse last night as he was 
embroiled in a new row over the 
future of Peter Mandelson. 

The Government had put 
the NHS at the top of its agen- 
da - with Frank Dobson, the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
being called to Downing Street 
for talks about the hospitals cri- 
sis, and Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor; hinting at a gener- 
ous pay rise for nurses -but the 
effort to switch the focus from 
personalities to policies was 
hampered by a rebellion by 
some ministers and senior MPs 
against the Prime Minister's ap- 
parent desire to ensure a swift 
return to the political frontline 
for Mr Mandelson. 

Mr Blair’s critics are furious 
that Mr Mandelson attended a 
meeting last Friday of a joint 
working party set up by the 
British and German govern- 
ments. This fuelled speculation 
that the former trade secretary, 
who resigned three weeks ago, 
could be back in the Cabinet 
within a year John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister; is lead- 
ing the opposition to such a 
move. “We will not have it,” a 
backbench ally of Mr Prescott 
said last night “There will 
come a point at which Tony 
Blair will have to choose.” 

Members of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee, which repre- 
sents Labour MPs in talks with 
the Government intend to 
raise the issue when they meet 
Mr Blair tomorrow. “We don’t 
see why Mr Mandelson should 
have any role at afl,” a senior 
source said yesterday. 

In a farther twist it emerged 
that Mr Mandelson suspects 
reports about an early come- 
back are being fuelled by his en- 
emies, who were delighted that 
he resigned after revelations 
about his £373.000 personal 


by Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


loan from Geoffrey Robinson, 
the former paymaster-general. 

Last night Mr Mandelson 
sought to dampen speculation 
about his future. “Talk of a 
comeback is very premature,” 
a spokesman said. “Peter’s pri- 
orities are to sort out his life and 
start to rebuild his political ca- 
reen It is too early to say what 
he will do and those in the 
media who suggest otherwise 
are wrong.” 

Downing Street denied that 
Mr Blair was already planning 
Mr Mancie Ison’s return. “The 
idea that people are sitting 
around in Downing Street dis- 
cussing what Peter Mandel- 
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son might or might notdo in the 
future bears no relation to re- 
ality” it said. 

Mr Blair's official spokesman 
insisted there were no plans for 
Mr Mandelson to have an ex- 
panded role as a roving am- 
bassador in Europe. He said the 
former minister represented 
the Labour Party, and not the 
Government, at last Friday’s 
Anglo-German meeting. 

The row over Mr Mandel- 
soxfs future came as Mr Blair 
and Labour MPs called on the 
Cabinet to end thefactionrfight- 
ing which was blamed for the 


resignations of Mr Mandelson, 
Mr Robinson and Charlie Whe- 
lan, Mr Brown’s press secretary. 

Jack Cunningham, Mr 
Blair’s cabinet “enforcer", ad- 
mitted the problems of the past 
three weeks had “done some 
damage” and he warned: “It is 
important that the Govern- 
ment not only works as a team 
but is seen to work as a team. 
That is what the Prime Minis- 
ter wants from his colleagues 
in Cabinet” Clive Soley, chair- 
man of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party, called for a halt 
to “personal feuds” and said a 
line must be drawn under the 
Mandelson affair 

Mr Brown, meanwhile, 
sought to cement his alliance 
with the Prime Minister by re- 
peatedly praising him in a 
speech in Edinburgh. He hailed 
Mr Blair's “historic achieve- 
ment” in modernising the party 
and the country. The Chancel- 
lor also gave a strong hint that 
low-paid nurses would receive 
a big pay rise this April, insist- 
ing that the Government's 
extra resources for the NHS 
would deliver “a better ser- 
vice for patients, hand in hand 
with a fair deal for nurses". 

Mr Brown's speech was the 
first in a series of ministerial an- 
nouncements scheduled for this 
week, but Downing Street de- 
nied that they amounted to a 
“relaunch” of the Government 

The liberal Democrats dis- 
missed the initiative as “a re- 
announcement of old policies” 
and the Tories said: “Ybu only 
relaunch a failing brand.” 

There was further embar- 
rassment for Labour yesterday 
when Charmei 4 News said Mr 
Cunningham had “walked out” 
of its studio before he was in- 
terviewed about the cabinet 
fi g h tback. and a senior Labour 
official admitted the Govern- 
ment was looking “ a bit like a 
soap opera”. 



Gordon Brown in Edinburgh yesterday. The Chancellor promised ‘a better service for patients, and a fair deal for nurses* David Cheskin 
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a SON and step-son of a lead- 
ing Muslim deric based in Lon- 
don are at ttae centre of 
allegations linking British 
; Islamists to a terror campaign 
in the Yemen. 

The Independent has learnt 
that Mohsin Ghalain, 18 , one of 
five Britons due to be charged 
either today or tomorrow over 
a plot to blow up Western tar- 
gets in the Yemen, is the step- 
son of Sheikh Abu Hamza, 
imam at a mosque in north Lon- 
don. Mustapha Hamza, 17, a 
son of Sheikh Hamza, is also 
wanted by the Yemeni author- 
ities who claim he fled when he 
learnt he was being hunted. 

The revelations Mow the 
statement by the Foreign Sec- 
retary Robin Cook, in the Com- 

mens yesterday erf the imminent 
moves against the “Birminghani 
Five” as he announced the ap- 
pointment of a new anti-terror- 
ism expert to help free British 
hostages abroad. 

In his statement, Mr Cook 
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said that Abdul- Karim al-Iryani, 
Yemen’s Prime Minister; had 
given his personal assurance 
that the men would be charged 
within the next 48 hours. 

The revelations will add to the 
diplomatic row ensuing between 
Britain and Yfemen over the five 
Britons, who were arrested on 
Christmas Eve for an alleged 
plot to attack targets including 
the British consulate in Aden. 

Shakh Hamza said yesterday 
he had not heard from 
Mustapha since he left Britain 
six weeks ago^ purporting to pur- 
sue his Islamic studies in Saudi 
Arabia. Hie added that he be- 
lfeved his step-son hadbeen tor- 
tured by the authorities who he 
said were trying to force a con- 
fession from him. *1 am sure 
they hare been torturinghim to 
malm him admit to something 
he did not do,” he said. 



Sheikh Abu Hama 


Based at the North London 
Central Mosque in Finsbury 
Pari?, Sheikh Hamza runs an or- 
ganisation called Supporters of 
Shariah which acts as a mouth- 
piece fix various Islamic groups. 

Sheikh Hamza was tele- 
phoned by Abu Hassan, head of 
a rebel group who seized 12 
British tourists in Yemen, the 
day they kidnapped them. He 


said they were acting in re- 
sponse to British and American 
action against Iraq. 

Dr Iiyani had also promised 
that no force would be used to 
rescue John Brooke, the 
British oil worker kidnapped on 
Saturday by \femem tribesmen, 

without prior consultation with 
the UK. 

IBs pledge follows a letter 
from the Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, demanding that he en- 
sure that there wOl be no repeat 
of the bungled rescue attempt 
that saw three British tourists 
lose their lives in a shoot-out 
with terrorists last month. 

The families of the British 
men. Shahid Butt, 33, Malik 
Nassar Harhra, 26, Samad 
Ahmed, 21, Ghulam Hussein, 
25, and Mohsin Ghalain, 18, 
vigorously deny the allegations 
against them. 

Claim and counter-claim, 
page 3 

Cook statement, page 8 
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FO helping to 
sell cigarettes 
in Third World 


BRITISH EMBASSIES are of- 
fering support and advice to to- 
bacco companies under new 
guidelines being drawn up by 
the Foreign Office. 

It emerges as two of the 
biggest cigarette groups in the 
world. British American Toba- 
cco and Rothmans Internation- 
al, announced a £13bn merger 

Anti-smoking organisations 
condemned the move, claiming 
it would result in developing 
countries in Asia and Africa 
bang targeted as the tobacco 
companies try to maintain then- 
sales in a dwindling market 

Campaigners also claimed 
that health ministers had lost 
a battle to curb support for UK 
tobacco firms. 

Although embassies will be 
banned from diredty promoting 
tobacco, the companies can 
expect to continue to accom- 
pany ministers on trade mis- 
sions, take part in trade fairs 
and be invited to “networking” 
drinks parties. 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 


Embassy staff will be told 
they must offer the same legal 
advice and support to tobacco 
companies that they give to 
other British firms. This will in- 
dude information on local mar- 
kets which may help them to 
win business ahead of foreign 
competitors. 

Ike support will be particu- 
larly helpful as the tobacco 
firms are facing a ban on spon- 
sorship as well as the decline 
in smoking in the West 

Hard-sell marketing tech- 
niques in the Hurd World have 
included handing out free cig- 
arettes to teenagers and spon- 
soring nightclubs and discos. 

Although the Department 
of Health has taken a strong 
line against tobacco. Downing 
Street and the Foreign Office 
are anxious to protect exports. 

Tobacco merger, page 6 
Shares soar, page 13 
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Heath faces 


new official 


complaint 


SIR EDWARD Heath is facing a 
second official complaint that 
he broke House of Commons 
rules by failing to register paid 
posts, The Independent has 
learned. The former prime 
minister held undeclared advi- 
sory posts with a Japanese 
arts body, an independent 
school in India and a British 
accountancy and consultancy 
firm, all of which were paid. 

The revelation could lead to 
demands for a public apology 
from Sir Edward, though he has 
insisted he did not break the 
rules. He has already admitted 
not registering four posts with 
organisations linked to China 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Last night the Labour MP 
making the complaints, Fraser 
Kemp, demanded Sir Edward 
publish correspondence with 
the former partiamentaiy com- 
missioner for standards. Sir 
Gordon Downey. 

Sir Edward said Sir Gordon 
had approved his decision not 
to register, but well-placed 
Commons sources insisted 
MPs were told as a general 
principle that their paid inter- 
ests should be registered. 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 
Political Correspondent 


Sir Edward, the MP for Old 
Bexley and Sidcup MP insisted 
yesterday that he did not have 
to register advisory posts 
because they were ootlinked to 
the House of Commons. His 
office confirmed he was paid as 
an international adviser to 
Praernium 1x10)611316, a major 
arts award backed by Japanese 
businessmen. 

Other members of the advi- 
sory panel for the award have 
included the President of 
France, Jacques Chirac, and 
the former German chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt 

Until about a year ago Sir 
Edward also acted as paid 
international patron for the 
Varkey International Academy, 
a private school in Bombay. 

Between 1978 and 1998 he 
sat on the public review board 
of Arthur Andersen, a major 
accountancy and consultancy 
firm - another paid position. 
The last two posts were men- 
tioned in the January 1993 Reg- 
ister of Members’ Interests, 
but in no subsequent edition. 


Mr Kemp, the Labour MP for 
Houghton and Washington 
East, plans to complain to the 
new parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards, Eliza- 
beth Filkin, about the 
non-disclosures. “The onus is 
on Sir Edward to produce the 
correspondence relating to this. 
If people are to have confi- 
dence in the parliamentary 

system it has to be seen to apply 

to all 659 MPs equally” he said. 

A spokesman for Sir Ed- 
ward said the posts had no 
bearing on his parliamentary 
work. The rules said only that 
MPs should register finanrial 
interests which might reason- 
ably be thought to influence 
their actions as elected mem- 
bers. “Mr Kemp must cite any 
evidence of any occasion, | 
speech or vote which could i 
reasonably be thought to have 
been influenced," he said. ] 

Sir Gordon told The Inde- j 
pendent he could not comment 
directly on the case: “The 
advice I gave to any member... 
had to be advice given in con- 
fidence. I would have carefully 
explained the tests relating to 
new rules,” he said. 



Mowlam * 
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By Ian graham 


The Tomorrow's World presenter Philippa Forrester at the Science Museum, In London, yesterday for the launch 
of the Royal Mall's Millennium stamp collection which depicts British inventions John Voos 


Double murder mystery at country house 


AN ELDERLY mother and her 
daughter have been found 
stabbed to death outside their 
remote country house near 
Wisbech, in Cambridgeshire. 
Constance Sheridan and her 
daughter Janice were mur- 
dered at the home they shared. 

Detectives were yesterday 
investigating the double mur- 


by Dave Moreau 


der of the women, who were in 
their seventies and forties. The 
bodies were found at their 
bouse, Zealmyre, on Sunday 
lunchtime by a neighbour; who 
alerted the police. 

One body was tying to the 
side of the turn of the century 


brick-built two-bedroom house, 
a mile and a half down a remote 
track called The Pingle in the 
isolated village of UpwelE 
The second body was at the 
front of the house the two 
women have shared for the 
last ten years. Police officers 
erected tents over the areas 
where the bodies were found 


while a Home Office patholo- 
gist, Dr David Harrison, and 
forensic scientists began their 
investigation. Post-mortem ex- 
aminations were due to be car- 
ried out yesterday afternoon at 
the Janies Paget Hospital in 
Gorieston. Norfolk Police re- 
fused to comment on the case. 

Bernard Morton, 77, a local 


fanner and parish coundBoc 
said: "Janice Sheridan would al- 
ways be seen walking the whip- 
pets she bred down The Pingle. 
It was a full-time occupation. 
There were between six and 
seven dogs in the house and ate 
other six or seven in the ken- 
nels outside. She bred and 
showed them.'’ Janice Sheridan 


had been publicly opposing 
plans for travellers to move into 
the village and had expressed 
an interest in becoming a 
parish councillor herself. 

Mr Morton's wife Elsie, 76, 
said: “It’s a bit of a blow It’s one 
of those things you just dart ex- 
pect to happen in your village. 
I used to say hello to her when 


she was out walking the dogs, 
but I never knew her mother." 

A neighbour, who asked not 
to be identified, said the two 
women had lived there for 
about ten years. “They kept 
themselves to themselves very 
much. They used to come out 
of the house to walk their dogs, 
but they didn’t mix,” she said. 


TOE GOVERNMENT was tonight 
engaged in a concerted drive to 
press the Northern Ireland po- 
litical process forward Inwards 
devolution by early March. 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
launched a round of talks with 
the political parties to discuss 
the legislation which will be in- 
troduced to enable the transfer 
of powers to the new Northern 
Ireland Assembly. 

Ibny Blair told the paramili- 
taries that they could do more 
than anyone to help change the 
climate of suspicion in the 
province - by decommissioning 1 
their arms. And as a sign of the ' 
chang in g times it was disclosed 
that a record number ofCathoBcs 
were applying to join the KUC. 

Ms Mowlam welcomed the 
trend. She said: “The Govern- 
ment is fully behind the efforts 
of the RUC and Police Author- 
ity to encourage applicants 
from the Catholic community.' 
Northern Ireland needs a poEce 
service which is representative 
of the whole community." 

But it will be the arms issue 
that could make or break the 
peace process. Tony Blair told 
the paramilitaries that if they 
started ridcfing themselves of 
their weapons of war it would 
do more to create confidence 
between the communities than 
any other single step. 

HoweverSfon F&i maintained 
th^ was nothing in the Good RL 
day Agreement which forced foe 
OiAtodeaminiisskmbefOTeSm 
Stein could take officein the North- 
ern Ireland Executive. 

David Trimble’s Ulster 
Unionists insisted there had to 
be decommissioning before 
they would consider S&m Pern’s 
entry to the Executive and the . 
Democratic Unionist leader the 
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the Government in the courts if 
it pressed ahead with plans to 
allow Sinn Pein a role in running 
Northern Ireland without prior 
IRA decommissioning. 
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FORECAST 


Gmeral dt urt on Remnants of ouemJghc rain and snow wifi dear Scotland to 
leave some sunshine, but it wDI stay quite cold and windy with scattered heavy 
showers, some of them wintry. Northern Ireland will also have a cold wind with 
sunny spells and scattered showers. Wales, western and northern England will 


have heavy rain, briefly preceded by snow, espeelalwin the hills. This will move 
away to leave blustery showers and sunny periods. The south-east will start cold 
with some early brightness but rain will arrive by afternoon. 

London. SE England, E AngBa, E Fhgland; A dry but rather co/d start. Rain 
will move In before the morning ts over. A fresh south-westerly wind. Max temp 

3“QC (37JlJr]. 

Cent S England, Midlands. Channel 1st Overcast with heavy rain, preceded by 
snow over Che higher ground. Becoming drier and brighter this afternoon. A fresh 
southerly wind. Max temp 4-7C (39-45F). 


N Irelands Rather breezy with sunny spells and scattered showers, some or the 
showers heavy. A fresh westerly wind. Max temp 5-7C (41-45F). 

SW ft MM Sco tlan d, Glasgow. W Isles; Rather bieezy with frequent s howers, 
some heavy and wintry. A fresh ro strong west to norttvwest wind. Max temp 3- 
6 C (37-43F). 

SB ft HE Scotland, Edinburgh, Ab erde en, N Isles: Remnants or overnight 
rain and snow clearing to sunny spells and blustery showers, the showers mainly 


rain and snow clearing to sunny spells and blustery showers, the showers mainly 
in the north. A strong south-easterly wind, veering westerly. Max temp 2-5C (36- 
4Jfy 1b night, patchy frost- Min temp -2 to 1C (28-34F], 
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Oxford 
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Rain 


or Shine 


OUTLOOK 

Another band or rain win spread across the country tomorrow but It will become 
slightly milder In the south. A brisk wind will keep It colder In the north. Thurs- 
day win see sunny spdis and showers. It will still ' 


tomorrow but It will become 


day win see sunny spells and showers. It will still feel rather cold In the north 
with the wind reaching gale force In Scotland. 
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a FIVE-MAN team of French 
army cold-weather specialists 
has reached the Smith Pole 
after skiing 1,400km <840 
miles; from the coast of 
Antarctica for the last 50 days. 
The team, members of the 
army's mountain combat 
School in the French Alps, 
have spent 50 days reaching 
their objective and each pulled 
their own supplies weighing 
about 130 kg (2861b; on sleds. 
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Riddle of Yemen’s shifting sands 
ensnares muddled Foreign Office 
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By John Davison and 
Eric Watkins 

YEMEN, situated os the south- 
era tip of the Arabian peninsula, 
has been one of the world's 
most strategically important 
places since the days of the 
spice trade. Always a hotbed of 
rumour and political intrigue, 
every twist in the current cri- 
sis of hostages and plots is 
again commanding the closest 
international attention. 

Yesterday the story of five 
British detainees accused of 
terrorist activity came down to 
claim and counter claim be- 
tween the Yemeni government 
and the representatives and 
families of those being held. 

The British government was 
also directing its efforts to try- 
ing Lo secure the safe release of 
John Brooke, the latest hostage 
to be taken in the country. 

Egypt and Saudi Arabia have 
long accused Britain of being a 
centre for terrorist opposition 
to their regimes. Could they 
now have the proof they have 
been looking for? 

Links established between 
the detainees, the hostage-tak- 
ing group and a London-based 
organisation suggest this could 
prove to be so. On the other 
hand, suspicion still exists that 
the Yemen government could 
be using the situation to side- 
step its responsibility for the 
bungled hostage rescue and 
subsequent deaths last month. 

Of the detainees, one is said 
to have made a detailed con- 
fession of involvement in a plot 
to bomb British targets in Aden 
over Christmas. He has also al- 
legedly confirmed links be- 
tween the plot and the Islamic 
group led by Abu Hassan, re- 
sponsible for the kidnapping of 
16 Westerners which resulted 
in four being shot dead on 29 
December 

But then there are claims by 
three of the men to the local 
British consul general that they 
had been tortured. Their fam- 
ilies have maintained that none 
of them has had any involve- 
ment in terrorism. 

Behind all this are the shift- 
ing sands of Middle East 
power-broking, with implica- 
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Shahid Butt (top), Ghulam Hussein and Samad Ahmed (bottom), and (main picture) Abu Hassan, in prison awaiting trial on kidnapping charges 


tions that include the cam- 
paign by Wes tern governments 
against Saddam Hussein’s 
regime in Iraq and the Saudi 
dissident, Osama bin Larim 

Supporters and relatives of 
the detained men are claiming 
racism and incompetence 
against the Government’s han- 
dling of their cases. If the 
claims of torture are upheld and 
the men are released, allega- 
tions that more could and 
should have been done for 
them sooner will intensify. 

But if the men do go the trial 
and some or all are found guilty 
then the problems will double. 


Any found guilty would be con- 
demned to death, and a huge 
campaign for their release 
would be certain among the 
Muslim community in Britain. 

Britain's position would be 
badly damaged by the revela- 
tion that a plot to bomb British 
targets abroad had been or- 
ganised in this country and in- 
volved British citizens, 
apparently protesting at the 
British involvement in the 
bombing of Iraq. 

If links between the British 
men and the Aden-Abyan Is- 
lamic Army led Abu Hassan, 
which carried out the kidnap- 


pings last month, were estab- 
lished then the Yemeni gov- 
ernment could effectively 
deflect any criticism of their 
handling of the affair. 

Samad Ahmed, 21, of Birm- 
ingham said he had been bung 
upside down and beaten; 
Shahid Butt 33, also of Birm- 
ingham, said he had been blind- 
folded, his feet beaten and a 
confession extracted; Mohsin 
Ghalain, 18 , of London, report- 
ed he had been repeatedly bit 
during his first week in deten- 
tion, and was said to be suffer- 
ing from liver problems. 

The claims are consistent 


Mosque is heart of terror claim 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 
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f* A MOSQUE in north London 
and its imam are emerging as 
being as c entr al to the affair of 
the Yemeni hostages and the 
five Britons arrested as sus- 
pected terrorists. 

A son and a stepson of the 
Egyptian-born imam. Sheikh 
Abu Hamza, have been named 
by Yfemeni authorities as being 
part of an alleged plot to blow 
up Western targets in Yemen, 
mfhxKpg thft B ritish ra nsnlate 

One of the sons, Mustapha, 
is being sought by the Yemeni 
authorities, who say he fled 
after learning he was being 
hunted. Sheikh Hamza’s step- 
son, Mohsen Ghaflan, is being 
held with four other Britons by 
officials in Aden who believe 
they have uncovered a terror- 
ist plot 

Last night Sheikh Hamza, 
who lost his hands and the 
4 sight of one eye while defusing 
a mine in Afghanistan, where 
he was an Islamic fighter said: 
“I am convinced he has been 
tortured to admit to things he 
has not done. I am waiting to 
see a picture of him.'’ 

He had not seen Mustapha 
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The north London mosque of Sheikh Abu Hamza 


for at least six weeks when he 
left Britain to travel to Saudi 
Arabia to pursue his Islamic 
studies. 

But Sheikh Hamza'S Hnks to 
the affair go further than that 
Operating from the north Lon- 
don Central Mosque in Fins- 
bury Park, or from his home in 
west London, Sheikh Hamza, 
41, runs an organisation called 
Supporters of Shariah that arts 
as a hi-tech mouthpiece for a 
range of Islamic groups, in- 
cluding those that have turned 
to terror He spreads the word 
of jihad with a vitriolic website, 
pamphlets and training cours- 


es for radicals. The sheikh, 
who also uses the name Hamza 
al-Masri, confirmed yesterday 
that when the 16 tourists were 
kidnapped on 28 December; he 
received a satellite phone call 
from the kidnappers’ leaden 
Abu Hassan, who said he had 
taken them to put “pressure on 
America and Britain to stop the 

oppression in Iraq and Pales- 
tine." He added “He said be 
hoped he would not do it [shoot 
the tourists] but make it a ne- 
gotiated matter.” 

Sheikh Hamza makes no 


piece for groups that use vio- 


lence. “We speak for all differ- 
ent Islamic groups if we think 
they are justified in using force 
in the fight for Islam. We don’t 
care what other people think of 
th em " Sheikh Hamza may not 
care, but others do. Scotland 
Yard’s anti-terrorist unit yes- 
terday confirmed it was 
“aware” of him, though it de- 
clined to elaborate. 

Other Muslims are also con- 
cerned. A local who used to use 
the Finsbury Bark mosque said 
it had been “taken over” by the 
sheikh. At tbe nearby Muslim 
Welfare House, which also dou- 
bles as a mosque, a reception- 1 
ist said they refused to stock I 
Sheikh Hamza's pamphlets. 
“We do not agree with his 
views,” he sard. 

Sheikh Ham tj» and his 
friends paint a (Efferent picture. 
The sheikh says he studied 
civil engineering, first in 
Alexandria, and then at 
Brighton University Theuni- 
versfy was yesterday unable to 
confirm he had been a stu- 
dent The sheikh's associate. 
Sheikh Omar Bakri Mo- 
hammed, said he provided 
tr aining for young Islamic 
scholars. 


When Britons were the torturers 


By Paul Lashmar 

AND CHRIS STAERK 

SECRET FOREIGN Office doc- 
uments graphically recording 
events in the Yemen 30 years 
ago, have just been released at 
the Public Record Office, and 
provide a powerful echo of the 
current strife in that country. 
Political turmoil, terrorist ac- 
tion, shoot-outs, kidnapping 
and allegations of torture by the 
police are recorded, then as 
now. The onfy difference is that 
the British were still ruling 
Aden - now part of Ye men . 

. Thai It was the British that 
were being accused of tortur- 
ing detainees. 

These were the last days of 
Britain's rule in Aden which 
gained independence in No- 
vember 1967. Britain was trying 
to Hand power over to a pro- 
British faction but other na- 
tionalist groups woe mounting 
a successful campaign of terroc 
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1967: British troops in Aden help an injured comrade 


The British-run security 
forces were accused of tortur- 
ing people suspected of be- 
longing to the National 
liberation Front (NLFl.Inthe 
first six months of 1967 alone, 
there were 130 allegations of 
brutality from Arab detainees. 

Amnesty International took 
up the chafes and in February 


1967 the organisation’s chair- 
man visited the Fbreign Office 
minister George Thomson in 
Whitehall The High Commis- 
sioner in Aden, Sir Richard 
Turnbull, wrote to the Fbreign 
Office: “The dement of exag- 
geration and pure fabrication, 
coupled with the Arab gift for 
the histrionic, have nude it 


very difficult to riigtinguish al- 
legations worthy of serious con- 
sideration from the rest” 

Other Foreign Office corre- 
spondence makes dear that 
with the British intelligence 
network all but destroyed, in- 
terrogation was the onfy way 
to get information on the rival 
FLOSY (Front for the Libera- 
tion of Occupied Souffi Yemen) 
and NLF terrorist groups. 

Following pressure by 
Amnesty; an inquiry was held 
anda Fbreign Office official was 
accused but acquitted of 01- 
treating a detainee. 

In Jufy 1967, the new High 
H nmmfc'girmiar; Sir Hump hrey 
Trevalyan told the Foreign Of- 
fice: “Things have gone from 
bad to worse in Aden, security : 
incidents continue at the rate 
of about 20 a day and unless the 
locals stop chasing expatriate 
businessmen away the Aden! 
will only inherit debt and a 
stinking pile of rubble.” 


with past human rights abuses 
reported in the country. 
Amnesty International, in its 
last report on Yemen in 1997, 
outlined the same torture tech- 
niques among a long fist which 
also included electric shocks, 
burning with cigarettes and 
victims being walked on while 
lying naked on concrete. 

AD torture is theoretically 
banned under ^ Yemeni law. The 
country is also a signatory to 
most human-rights treaties. 

The Amnesty report, how- 
ever, stated: “Suspected polit- 
ical opponents to the 
government and critics of the 


state are frequently targeted for 
arbitrary arrest and adminis- 
trative detention, which is in- 
variably followed fay lengthy 
incommunicado de tention, dur- 
ing which detainees are denied 
access to families and lawyers. 
Such conditions have facilitated 
the systematic use of torture.” 

Against this is the claim 
from Yemeni authorities that 
Mr Ghalafo had given a full con- 
fession at the weekend, al- 
legedly admitting to being paid 
$2,000 (£1,600) to bomb the 
British Consulate in Aden, the 
Anglican church there and the 
city’s biggest tourist hotel. 


He is also said to have ad- 
mitted having two meetings 
with Abu Hassan. leader of the 
group responsible for the kid- 
napping of the 16 Western 
hostages. Security sources in 
Yemen say Mr Ghalain got 
explosives and weapons from 
Mr Hassan to cany out the 

campaign 

Fbur days after tbe British 
group were arrested, Mr Has- 
san’ s organisation carried out 
the kidnapping which ended to 
tragically. Yemeni government 
sources have said that the re- 
lease of the British group was 
the main ransom demand. 


16-19 December 1996 
Britain and US bomb Yemen's 
‘ally 1 Iraq. Government in 
Sanaa criticises bombing as 
■flagrant aggression 1 

27 December 1 998 

Iraq foreign minister arrives in 
Vemen for talks. 

28 December 1998 
16 western Hostages 
kidnapped in Mawdiyan by 
Islamic fighters of the Aden- 
Abyan Islamic Army. 

28/29 December 1998 
Abu Hamza, disabled Afghan 
veteran and Imam of the 
Finsbury Park mosque In 
north London, takes satellite 
phone call from the 
kidnappers and releases 
information to Arab media. 

29 December 1998 

Vemen troops botch attempted 
rescue. 4 hostages killed in 
shootout. 3 Britons and 1 
Australian. 

30 December 1998 
Imam Abu Hamza blames 
Yemen government for deaths 
of hostages. 

30 December 1 998 
Diplomatic row erupts 
between Yemen and UK over 
tragic rescue attempt. 

1 January 1999 
Scotland yard and FBI arrive 
In Yemen to assist with the 
kidnapping enquiry but denied 
access to captured 
kidnappers. 

6 January 1999 
Yemen now reveals that 6 
Britons arrested on the 24 
December “have links" to the 
original kidnap group. 

8 January 1999 
Yemen president says UK 
harbours terrorists. 

TO January 1999 
Imam Abu Hamza is blamed in 
Yemen's government media 
for sending 6 Britons to 
Yemen. His son and step son 
are In Yemen and he fears for 
their lives. 
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EU censure vote: Beleagured commission president offers sweeping reforms in bid to stave off mass sackings 

Santer pledges war on Euro-fraud 


WITH THE threat of sacking 
hanging over his head, the 
President of the European 
Commission, Jacques Santer; 
moved to placate members of 
the European Parliament last 
night, with the promise of a 
crackdown on cronyism in the 
commission and new powers 
for MEPs to investigate the 
body’s financial affair s. 

In a speech which may have 
staved off the threat of Europe's 
parliament resorting to its 
“nuclear option” in a vote on 
Thursday, Mr Santer tabled 
proposals which he had earii- 


BY Katherine Sutler 
in Strasbourg 

er discussed with the German 
Chancellor; Gerhard Schroder 
InadJaigedatmo^hereMr 
Santer and all nineteen mem- 
bers of the ElTs executive body 
appeared before the 626 mem- 
bers of the European Parlia- 
ment gathered in Strasbourg to 

debate a motion of censure 
which could see the entire com- 
mission dismissed. 

The censure motion was 
triggered La December after 
MEPs refused to sign off the 


1996 EU accounts, claiming 
the Commission had ignored 
demands that it come clean on 
a series of scandals relating to 
EU financed overseas aid and 
vocational training schemes. 
Yesterday Mr Santa: insisted 
that neither he nor his officials 
had intentionally mishandled 
the fraud cases which had 
come to light. Calling on MEPs 
to wort with the commission he 
outlined an eight point plan to 
overhaul the executive. 

It indudes a pledge to end 
the practice of “parachuting” 
commissioners’ aides and 


advisers into top commission 
posts and a new anti fraud 
committee to supervise Udaf, 
the commission's existing but 
discredited fraud office. 

Although MEPs used last 
nights debate to level fierce 
criticism at the commission, 
there wax signs that many 
MEPs are drawing back, from 
the “nuclear option", the never 
before used power to sack the 
entire commission. 

It would take the votes of two 
thirds of MEPs, to pass the cen- 
sure motion and that now looks 
increasingly unlikely. 


The two biggest groups, the 
Socialists and Christian 
Democrats made it dear last 
night they beEeve that sacking 
the commission would plunge 
the enti re Union into disaster, 
The majority of EU govern- 
ments are led by Socialists and 
they are disinclined to use their 
Strasbourg majority in this way 
The leftist Woe’s fine, as out- 
lined by Socialist leader Pauline 
Green, is that in the event of 
moves to sack individual com- 
missioners, Socialists have no 
choice but to support the dis- 
missal of the entire executive. 


Appealing to colleagues not 
to press the nuclear button, Ms 
Oxen 8ai± “This house cannot 
extend this r rigig Into 
ing months”. A commission 
Which had steered the launch 
of the single currency and 
negotiations to enlarge th&EU 
could not, Ms Great said, be'de- 
dared “incompetent". 

Thursday’s vote could still 
see blood on the carpet if .Mr 
Santa's promises prove too Bt- 
tie or too late to assuage Stras- 
bourg most inflamed tempers. 

There were angry calls in the 
chamber last night for the res- 


ignations of individual members 
of the commission, pending 
formal inquiries into fraud in 
their departments. .The liberal 
group, the third largest group- 
ing in the Strasbourg assembly 
demanded the resignations of 
Edith. Cresson. the commis- 
sioner in charge of education 
and training, and Manuel 
Marin, the Spaniard responsi- 
ble far overseas aid. 

To loud applause the liberal 
leader Pat Cox insisted tiiat the 
commission is a' political body, 
and not just a bureaucracy 

In politics”, he said, “the 


buck must stop somewhere”. 

Earlier; in what may prove to 
have been the saving of the 
commission, the German 
Giancdtorhad called for a for- 
mal inquiry into the sleaze 

pTlpggHrmg agains t membe rs Of 

the commission and a new 
authority to oversee the com- 
mission's anti fraud unit 
“We want a stable commis- 
sion, one which is able to func- 
tion” Mr ScbrOdfir said. adding 
preoccupation should be 
to advance Europe” 

Hamisb Mcrae, 
Review, page 5 


Former police 
officer takes 
centre stage 



PAULINE GREEN sometimes 
jokes that she is well prepared 
for a prominent role in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament: not only 
did she spend four years in the 
police, she has also worked 
with disruptive teenagers. 

Since those days, with the 
help of plain-talking, thorough 
preparation and not a little 
toughness. Ms Green has come 
a long way. As leader of the 214- 
strong socialist group in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament, she meets 
every three months with left- 
wing leaders from around Eu- 
rope - li of whom happen to be 
prime ministers. 

She is trusted in No 10 and 
is seen as a possible Labour 
contender for London mayor. 
And it is little surprise to find 
her at the heart of the current 
drama over fraud in Brussels, 
one in which her decisions 
could determine the fate of a 
European Commission as it 
faces expulsion from office in 
Thursday's vote. 

On this occasion, however; 
tilings have not gone according 
to plan. Ms Green helped pre- 
cipitate the crisis when, in De- 
cember. her political opponents 
refused to sign off the European 
Union's budget for 1996. She 
raised the stakes and put down 
a censure motion designed to 


by Stephen castle 
in Brussels 

secure the commission a vote 
of confidence. Tb succeed (and 
sack the entire commission), 
two-thirds of the parliament 
would have to vote for censure 
- something which looked im- 
possible until the commission 
enraged MEPs by suspending 
a whistle-blowing official. 

Amid a welter of further al- 
legations. the commission she 
wants to save has looked more 
vulnerable than even Vforse, her 
socialist group has begun to 
fracture as fears mount that it 
is bong seen as soft on EU 
fraud Ms Green's reaction has 
been typical. She has raised the 
stakes again, and blitzed the 
Continent's airwaves to explain 
herself. If other MEPs pass a 
motion critical of individual 
commissioners, Ms Green now 
says she may reverse her po- 
sition, and vote to expel the 
whole lot. This would, Ms Green 
says, be better than a “witch- 
hunt” of those who happen to be 
exclusively socialists. 

Her critics have attacked 
this tortuous logic, and Ed- 
ward McMiUan-Scott. leader 
of the Conservative MEPs. yes- 
terday labelled her “the most 
confused woman in Europe”. 



Pauline Green, leader of the European socialists, addressing the parliament in Strasbourg yesterday Reuters 


Bom in 1946 to a Maltese 
mother and a father in the ser- 
vices, Pauline Green was 
brought up in Malta, Egypt and 
Germany before moving to 
north London, aged 14 After the 
police, she obtained an Open 
University degree and worked 
for the Co-operative movement 
before election to the Stras- 
bourg assembly. Married to a se- 


nior Scotland Yard offices; Ms 
Green lives north London and 
has two grown-up children. 

Her political rise has been 
steady and impressive, fhns 
liken her to Labour's last well- 
known woman on the Stras- 
bourg stage, Barbara Castle. 

One ally argued: “She is not 
'strong' in the Thatcher; hand- 
bag-swinging sense. But she 


does her homework, she is al- 
ways well briefed. Herviews are 
very frank and she earns respect 
by laying them on the table.” 

Loyal to Labour and a safe 
pair of hands, Ms Green is 
hardly flamboyant. But she also 
has a fed far the continental, al- 
liance-forging, consensus-cre- 
ating style of politics. With all 
too few such people at their dis- 


posal, both Tony Blair and 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary would back her for an- 
other term as socialist leader. 

Ms Green's strategy now 
seems to be to try and draw the 
issue to a dose which avoids the 
“nuclear option” of sacking the 
commission, and to daim cred- 
it for the concessions bong of- 
fered to the parliament 


Fired official 
told of more 
irregularities 


By Stephen Castle 

AS MEPs gathered in Stras- 
bourg to debate fraud in the 
European Commission, the 
whistleblower at the heart of 
the scandal was at home in sub- 
urban Br ussels - talking to a 
former colleague. 

Paul van Buitenen says that 
since the row broke he has been 
inundated with visits, phone 
rails and e-mails from nffiffals 
he worked with before ins re- 
cent suspension. Most have 
been supportive, but others - 
like yesterday’s visitor -have 
given more information to back 
up his claims of irregularities. 

“I have learnt more about 
the Commission in the last 
three or four weeks,” he says, 
“than in the 10 previous years 
during which I worked for the 
institution.” 

ftrtaf that picture is, he adds, 
an unsavoury (me because the 
institution has taken few pris- 
oners during its fightback. He 
riaims the Commission has 
“thrown dirt” raiding his files 
for information or scraps of let- 
ters which can be used to dis- 
credit him 

The briefing against him 
paints a portrait, in his -own 
words, of someone who was 
sidelined for “incompetence”, 



Van Buitenen: Cl aims 
the EC has "thrown dirt* 

or erf “a lunatic” and “a religious 
nut”. 

Mr van Buitenen is a regu- 
lar churchgoer and gave a half- 
hour interview to an 
evangelical radio station in his 
native Holland. But he de- 
scribes himse lf as an Anglican 
churchgoer rather than some- 
one who is “extremely reli- 
gious” or fanatira V 

Apparently wM allegations 
from Mr van Buitenen, that the 
Commission possessed sniper 
rifles with telescopic lenses 
and silencers, were at first de- 
nied. Last week, however the 
Commission admitted they had 
the weapons - although they 
still deny suggestions that Mr 
van Buitenen was intimidated. 
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Cash shortage keeps woman 
in hospital for 10 months 


By Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 

THE PLIGHT of a woman who 
has occupied a hospital bed 
since March because her 
health authority cannot afford 
to dischar ge hpr hi ghlig hts thix 
crisis in the NES. 

Nellie O'Reardon's 1 0-month 
stay in Clayponds hospital, Eal- 
ing. west London, has meant 
other, needier; patients cannot 
be admitted. Across the coun- 
try dozens of accident and 
emergency units have been 
forced to keep patients waiting 
on trolleys, in some cases 
overnight, because no beds 
have been available. 

The care of Mrs O’Reardon, 
89, is also costing the taxpayer 
tens of thousands of pounds 
more than necessary. She was 
assessed in October as needing 
care in a nursing home but, al- 
though the charge of £378 a 
week is half the cost of her hos- 
pital bed, the health authority 
says it cannot pay its share. 

The case highlights a dDem- 



Neffie 0*Reardoa: Health 
Secretaiynrged to intervene 

ma for the NHS. faced with a 
growing burden of elderly pa- 
tients needing long-term sup- 
port after their medical needs 
have been met Mrs O'Reardon, 
who has multiple sclerosis, had 
a stroke last year and needs 
round-the-clock care before 
she can be discharged. 

Yesterday there were signs 
that the pressure on the NHS 
was easing as the Emergency 
Beds Service said there were 37 
intensive-care units across the 


Meningitis girl 
wins £1.9m award 


Den 


A STRING of medical negli- 
gence cases secured multi-mil- 
lion awards in court yesterday. 

The fianflyaf Sophie Carden, 
now eight, accepted £l£m m 
High Court damages for severe 
brain damage she suffered after 
developing meningitis. Legal 
action against Brent and Har- 
row Health Authorityalleged de- 
: layed diagnosis and treatment, 
i The authority denied liability. 

Jessica Tozer was awarded 
£23m for brain damage she suf- 
feredathorbirthegbt years ago. 
Pfynwdhand'Ibrtilty Health Au- 
thority admitted liability. 

Esther HanuB, now 16, was 
awarded €l.65m from West 
Kent Health Authority. She was 
left severely disabled and blind 
after the oxygen supply to her 


country with beds available. 
But Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for Health, told the Com- 
mons the situation could dete- 
riorate: “It could get worse 
again if ky weather were to lead 
to a lot of falls, particularly 
among the elderly. The NHS 
cannot be complacent It isn't 
and Tin not" 

The Royal College of Nurs- 
ing released figures confirming 
there are 13,000 full-time nurs- 
es posts vacant nationwide. 
City forecasters have predict- 
ed the Government could afford 
an above-average pay rise for 
nurses as it heads towards 
predicted budget surpluses of 
uptotlObn. 

“Bed-bloddng" by elderly 
patients was identified by the 
NHS executive as a key factor 
hindering hospitals’ ability to 
cope unto winter pressures. 
Guidance on discharge proce- 
dures was issued in 1997 but as 
Mrs OTteardon's case demon- 
strates. problems remain. 

Mrs OTteardon's daughter, 
Kathleen Coflins. who has been 


trying to have her moved into 
a nursing home in Luton, 
where she lives, said: “She ... 
feels she is never going to get 
out of hospital ... They are 
saying she can’t have physio- 
therapy because she can no 
longer walk and she can't have 
speech therapy because she 
can’t speak. It is so depressing. 
It is like saying to her. “You’ve 
had it - you’ve just got to sit 
there like a cabbage'.” 

Mrs O'Reardon's case has 
been taken up by the Rela- 
tives Association, which wrote 
to Mr Dobson, asking him to in- 
tervene. 

Alison Charlton, advice co- 
ordinator at the association, 
said that according to the 
health authority, Mrs O’Rear- 
don was 18 th on the waiting-list 
for a nursing-home place and 
there were 51 other patients in 
the same position. 

“I think you can imagine 
how it feels to be 89 years old. 
disabled and effectively home- 
less and in hospital at this time 
of yean" she wrote. 


By Louise Jury 

incubator ran out in an ambu- 
lance. The authority admitted 
it was 90 per cent to blame. 

Maxwell Brown, IS, was 
awarded £800,000 for brain 
damage allegedly caused in 
the womb after his mother’s di- 
abetes went untreated. A set- 
tlement was approved against 
Mid- Glamorgan Health Au- 
thority, although it made no ad- 
missions on liability. 

And the family of Sonia Ford. 
41, who died after suffering an 
aBergic reaction to anaesthetic 
during a sinus operation won 
£300,000 agreed High Court 


How one child was hit by 
meningitis. Review Front 


In brief 

Illegal migrant crushed by lorry 

A MAN who dung to the underside of a lorry in an effort to 
smuggle himself into Britain lost his grip and was 
crushed to death under its wheels yesterday. The man. 
believed to be an Iraqi Kurd, died instantly when he fell 
from the lorry as it drove off a P&O Stenaline ship. The 
Pride of Burgundy at Dover, at 10.15am, Kent police said. 

British pork ‘humane and safe’ 

SHOPPERS ARE to be urged to buy British pork, on the 
grounds that the UK is now a world leader in rearing pigs 
humanely. Most British-produced pork will quality for a 
label that signals high welfare standards, quality control 
and food safety. But animal welfare groups voiced doubts. 

Man remanded for murder 

A MAN was yesterday remanded in custody by Skegness 
magistrates’ court for the murder of Christopher Swales. 15, 
whose body was found on the town beach. Nell Walgate, 32, 
of Shyness, Lincolnshire, was remanded for seven days. 

Iona boat tragedy - bodies found 

TWO BODIES washed up on Sunday on the Isle of Mull 
were last night identified as Alisdfdr Dougaf 19 , and 
David Kirkpatrick, 23, toe final victims of the Iona boating 
tragedy on 13 December in which four people died. 
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Inspector 
says boot 
camp is 
a success 


A CONTROVERSIAL “boot 
camp" introduced by the for- 
mer home secretary Michael 
Howard as part of the Conser- 
vative government’s “get 
tough" policy on youth crime 
was yesterday given a glowing 
report by the Chief Inspector of 
Prisons. 

When it was set up in 1996, 
Thom Cross Young Offender In- 
stitution in Cheshire became 
the target of criticism that it 
was a step in the direction of the 
military-style camps used to 
deal with young offenders in the 
United States. 

But Sir David Ramsbotham 
said that the regime at Thom 
Cross was far more progres- 
sive than it had originally been 
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The effects of physical 
training at Thom Cross 

described and was “one of the 
most exciting developments in 
the Prison Service". 

During a six-month course, 
prisoners aged 18-21 under- 
took gruelling physical chal- 
lenges, learnt life skills, 
underwent courses to chal- 
lenge their offending behav- 
iour, received vocational 
training and spent the last 
phase of their sentence work- 
ing outside the prison. 

Sir David said that Thom 
Cross was “no boot camp” and 
that the name of its high-inten- 
sity training programme CHIT) 
should be changed to avoid its 
‘‘unfortunate” acronym. 

He said; “[Thorn Cross] was 
an inspiring attempt to create 
a whole regime... young pris- 
oners completing the course 
had a real importunity to ben- 
efit from the experience of 
being in prison - something that 
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by Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

is far removed from the often 
very destructive nature of 
prison life.” 

Of the 218 prisoners who had 
joined the HIT project, which 
makes up one of five units at the 
open establishment near War- 
rington, some 161 had complet- 
ed it successfully. The report 
said the dafly regime was “very 
long and physically demand- 
ing”, and inmates were expect- 
ed to maintain military 
standards of cleanliness. 

Sir David said a similar unit 
should be opened in the south 
of England and the best prac- 
tices from Thom Cross should 
be adopted in all other prison 
establishments housing young 
people. 

An even more draconian 
army-run Military Corrective 
Training Centre at Colchester 
Essex, was closed last year 
after only a year in operation 
amid concern that the results 
did not justify the high cost of 
£31,000 a year per inmate. 

Paul Cavadino, director of 
policy at the National Associa- 
tion for the Care and Resettle- 
ment of Offenders, said the 
lesson from Thom Cross was 
the opposite of that suggested 
by most “boot camp" support- 
ers, showing that positive 
regimes produced positive re- 
sults. “It is ironic that the last 
government chose to introduce 
the high-intensity training 
regime to the accompaniment 
of punitive rhetoric and refer- 
ences to “boot camps',” he said. 

“In fact, the regime is a 
thoroughly constructive one 
with a strong emphasis on ed- 
ucation, community work, 
preparation for employment 
and work to change offending 
behaviour” 

The report said it was too 
som to say whe&er the unit suc- 
ceeded in cutting reoffending 
rates among young offenders, 
but it is understood that initial 
results have been encouraging. 

The Prison Service said of- 
ficial figures for the cost of a 
place on the HIT project were 
not available but were likely to 
be included in the first evalua- 
tion of the scheme, due to be 
published in the summer. The 
average cost of a place in a 
young offenders’ institution is 

around £23,000 per year 
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Linda Stewart, who is to receive a payout for the psychological trauma she suffered as a result of the Dunblane massacre AF 

Payout for teacher traumatised 
by horror of Dunblane shooting 


A NURSERY TEACHER who 
witnessed the horrifying after- 
math of the Dunblane mas- 
sacre is 1 to receive a 
compensation payout for severe 
psychological trauma. 

Linda Stewart, 48, who has 
not worked since the March 
1996 shooting in which 16 chil- 
dren and their teacher were 
killed, has alreacfy received an 
interim payout from the Crim- 
inal Injuries Compensation 
Board. Fbur other members of 
staff are still on sick leave. 

Mrs Stewart arrived in the 
school gym minutes after the 



BY STEPHEN GOODWIN 
Scotland Correspondent 

massacre took place, and 
helped tend the wounded and 
dying children until ambu- 
lances arrived. 

She still suffers flashbacks 
and nightmares, rarely gets to 
sleep before 3am, and cannot 
li gh t a match because the smell 
reminds her of gunsmoke. 

“I feel like I’m trapped in a 
gilded cage with no way out My 
house is surrounded by security 
li gh ts because I am terrified of 
the dark and I won’t even 


answer the door if I'm alone”, 
said Mrs Stewart who lives 
near the primary school 

Yesterday the blinds were 
down at Mrs Stewart's Dun- 
blane home and it was believed 
by her neighbours that she had 
gone away. 

The payment to Mrs Stewart 
contrasts with a recent House 
of Lords ruling that police offi- 
cers who suffered severe men- 
tal trauma at the Hillsborough 
football stadium disaster were 
not entitled to compensation. 

The sum for Mrs Stewart has 
not been disclosed and the 


CICB refuses to discuss indi- 
vidual cases. However prece- 
dents suggest that it could be 
in the region of £20,000. 

Under the CICB tariffs , vic- 
tims can claim between £1,000 
and £20,000 for serious stress. 
The amount depends on how 
long the “disabling mental dis- 
order” lasts. If it is very tran- 
sient, the award is £1,000, rising 
to £2^500 if suffered for up to 28 
weeks, £4,000 for up to a year 
and £7,500 if it lasts for more 
than a year but is not perma- 
nent which attracts the high- 
est possible sum, £20,000. 


Scotland's biggest teaching 
union, the Educational Insfitntp 
of Scotland welcomed the 
award. The union's general- 
secretary Ronnie Smith said 
yesterday; “While we desper- 
ately hope that there will be 
very few, if anj; further incideiits 
of teachers having to make use 
of the c riminal injury compen- 
sation facilities, they are nev- 
ertheless as entitled as any 
other citizens to benefit from 
provisions that Parliament haa 
put in place to help those peo- 
ple who are victims of crime, 
whether directly or indirectly." 


Virgin fined £10,000 for Evans stunt 


Evans: Harassment 


VIRGIN RADIO has been fined 
£10,000 by watchdogs after the 
owner and presenter Chris 
Evans broadcast a photogra- 
pher's mobile-phone number 
and urged listeners to harass 

him. 

Mr Evans gave out Mel 
Bouzad’s number after he was 
allegedly involved in a scuffle 
with the Oasis star Liam Gal- 
laghec Mr Evans told listeners 


BY JACKIE BURDON 

to his Virgin Radio show to ring 
Mr Bouzad and “bound him 
until he goes toes up.” 

The Radio Authority said: 
“The... photographer claimed 
to have received over 700 calls, 
including death-threats.” Mr 
Evans’s remarks constituted “a 
serious abuse of the airwaves 
and a breach of its Programme 


Code” on the privacy of indi- 
viduals. 

It is the second-highest 
penalty the authority has im- 
posed. “The authority does not 
condone the behaviour of any 
photographers who invade pri- 
vacy but it has no jurisdiction 
over any such allegations. 

“However to broadcast per- 
sonal details about someone 
without prior permission, and 


to urge harassment, is a very 
serious matter." A Virgin Radio 
spokeswoman said: “We ac- 
cept the Radio Authority rul- 
ing." 

The biggest fine imposed by 
the Radio Authority was £20,000 
for taste and decency. That 
was also against Virgin Radio, 
but in 1994, when it was under 
different management 

Media, Review, page 12 


By David lister 

Arts News Editor 

the LATE TED Hughes, the far- 
mer poet laureate who died last 
October; was last night named 
as the winner of the 
T S Eliot Prize for poetiy. 

The posthumous award was 
for Birthday Letters , Hughes's 
book of poems about his rela- 
tionship with Sylvia Hath. The 
book, which has already won 
the Forward Prize for poetry, 
could win another award today 
as it is on the best poetry col- 
lection shortlist for the Whit- 
bread Book of the Year prize. 

Last night, in a ceremony at 
the British library, Mrs Vhlerie 
Eliot, T S Eliot's widow, pre- 
sented a cheque for £5,000 to 
Frieda Hughes, the daughter of 
Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath, 
who received the award on 
behalf of her late father. Frieda 
Hughes will be publishing her 
own collection of poetry later 
this year, which will be dedi- 
cated “To Daddy With Love." 

Bernard O’Donoghue a poet 
and Oxford University lecturer 
who chaired the judging panel 
said: “In any other year, any of 
these books would have been a 
fine winner, but the towering 
presence of Hughes’s accom- 
plished, powerful and cohesive 
collection could not be over- 
looked. It is a truly great book.” 

Birthday Letters achieved 
extremely high sales for a 
poetry collection. According to 
sales data from Whitaker Book- 
Track it was the top selling 
hardback poetry book in high 
street shops in 1998. Figures 
published just before Christmas 
showed It had sold 48,453 
copies, marginally ahead of the 
latest novel by Terry Pratchett 

Hughes's collection of 88 
poems caused a literary sen- 
sation when it was published. 
It was the first time be had bro- 
ken his silence about his 
stormy relationship with Hath 
and interest in the book grew 
even greater after his death. 

The T S Eliot prize, which is 
in its sixth year is awarded ty 
the Poetry Book Society. 

The other poets shortlisted 
\ for this year’s prize were: Sarah 
Corbett, Fred D'Aguiar, David 
Harsent, Jackie Kay, Glyn 
Maxwell Paul Muldoon, Ruth 
Padel Jo Shapcott and Ken 
Smith. The judges were Mr 
O'Donoghue and two other 
poets, Simon Armitage and 
Maura Dooley. 

This year’s prize had the 
bonus of a stqy at Charingworfh 
Manor Hotel the setting for 
“Burnt Norton”, one of Eliot’s 
Fbur Quartets. A spokes- 
woman said a member of the 
Hughes femify would be offered 
the weekend break. 

Who needs poets? 

Review page 10 
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BIG CIGARETTE FIRMS INCREASINGLY TARGET PEOPLE OF THE THIRD WORLD 


WORLD’S LARGEST PRODUCERS 


1997 output, billion cigarettes 



Tobacco giants in £13bn merger 


TWO OF the world's biggest to- 
bacco companies announced 
their plans to join forces yes- 
terday and create a £i3bn cig- 
arette rolling machine. 

The merger of British Amer- 
ican Tobacco (BATj and Roth- 
mans International was hailed 
!jy the City, which sent their 
shares spiralling upwards, but 
was condemned by anti-smok- 
ing campaigners who said it 
i mounted to a declaration of 
war on the developing world. 

The deal will create a glob- 
ai corporation producing a stag- 
gering 900 billion cigarettes a 
year at a time when tobacco 
rales are declining in the West. 

With a war chest swollen by 
savings from rationalisation - 
jobs will go. a BAT spokesman 
admitted yesterday - the new 
muiti-nationa! is expected to 
target the growing markets in 


Bv Jeremy Laurence 
H ealth Editor 


China. Africa. India and the Far 
East. In doing so. it is set to 
cause more deaths than any 
war, disease or famine has yet 
claimed. 

It is estimated that ciga- 
rettes will claim Four million 
lives a year worldwide by 2000 
and ten million a year by 2030. 
of which seven million will be 
in the developing world, ac- 
cording to health experts. 

But the question is whether 
the tobacco industry dies before 
its customers. The Nineties 
has been a decade of unparal- 
leled turmoil for the industry in 
the West with anti-smoking 
legislation and a dutch of multi- 
billion dollar lawsuits turning 
smokers into social pariahs. 
The marriage of BAT and Roth- 


mans is set to be followed by 
further partnerships as the in- 
dustry retrenches and reposi- 
tions itself 

The anti-smoking pressure 
group Ash claimed yesterday 
that more people would die 
worldwide as a result of the 
deaL The British Medical As- 
sociation said: ‘"This is an in- 
dustry on the defensive. What 
is alarming is that it is overtly 
striving to recruit new smokers 
in the developing world be- 
cause it is undo: huge pressure 
in Western markets." 

The deal will reinforce BAT'S 
position as the world's second 
biggest private cigarette com- 
pany. behind the United States 
company Philip Morris, makers 
of Marlboro. Rothmans is the 
fourth largest cigarette group 
and the combined operation, 
which employs 2.300 people in 


the United Kingdom, will control 
mace than 16 per cent of the glob- 
al cigarette market, 1 per cent 
less than Philip Morris’s share. 
The new company will stiQ be 
well behind the state-owned 
Chinese National Tobacco Cor- 
poration, thought to hold about 
one-third of the market 
Only Rothmans, which makes 
Peter Stuyvesant Dunhfl] and 
Winfield and has an agreement 
with Philip Morris to market 
Marlboro in Britain, has signifi- 
cant sales in the UK BAT'S in- 
ternational brands indude State 
Express 555. Lucky Strike, Kent, 
Players and PaH MaH It also 
makes Benson & Hedges for sale 
outside the UK- Britain's B&Hs 
are made by Gallahec 

Despite the retreat from 
smoking in the West, global 
sales are continuing to rise, up 
by one-quarter since 1980. Es- 


timates suggest that smoking 
is declining by l per cent ayear 
in industrialised countries but 
rising by 2 per cent a year in the 
developing world. 

BAT has cashed in on this 
growing Third World market It 
sells 240 brands manufactured 
in more than 50 countries and 
owns the top selling brand in 30 
markets. Analysts calculate, 
however; that Western compa- 
nies hare barely scratched the 
surface of markets in the de- 
veloping world - for instance, in 
China barely one in ten ciga- 
rettes sold comes from a West- 
ern manufacturer, the 
remainder bang produced by 
the state-owned corporation. 

Partly because of govern- 
ment involvement in the in- 
dustry. China is heading for 
the world's greatest smoking 
disaster: claiming the lives of an 


estimated 100 mflEon Chinese 
men now under 30, one-third of 
the young male population. 

The figure is based on the 
world’s largest study of the 
hazards of tobacco in which sci- 
entists from China, the US and 
Britain interviewed the families 
of one million people who died 
between 1986 and 1988. Profes- 
sor Richard Feta, of Oxford 
University, one of the principal 
authors of the study published 
in the British Medical Journal. 
said Chinese adults severely un- 
derestimated the risks of smok- 
ing. with 60 per cent unaware 
that it caused lung cancer: 

Yesterday. Professor Peto 
said: "If this merger means 
more cigarette sales itH mean 
more cigarette deaths because 

half rtf’ all smnfcai s p rantna^ y get 

kiDed by their habit unless they 
can manage to quit BAT and 


Rothmans currently provide 
one-sixth of the world's tobacco. 
The cigarettes sold by these two 
companies are already causing 

mrrft than half a mfflirm deaths 

a year and 20 years from now 
they will be causing a million 
deaths a year worldwide." 

Tobacco companies are al- 
ready targeting young people in 
promotional events across the 
developing world. In 1997, BAT 
sponsored China's first rave 
event in the town of Shenzen. 
The company logo was dis- 
played prominently on video 
screens and elsewhere in the 
night dub. In Malaysia, the com- 
pany evades the ban on direct 
advertising by promoting the 
“Benson and Hedges Bistro" - 
a coffee shop in Kuala Lumpur. 
Advertisements for the cafe are 
broadcast across the country. 
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Producer 
defends 
‘negative’ 
film on 
du Pre 


By David lister 
A rts News Editor 


THE producer of an ac- 
claimed new fibn aboul the 
cellist Jacqueline du Pre has 
made a staging atteckonthe 
musician Julian Lloyd Webber, 
accusing him of stirring up 
controversy simply to promote 
himself and his new album. 

Andy Patersoa who is be- 
hind the new movie Hilary ana 
Jackie , was responding to 
Llovd Webber's daims that the 
atm tarnishes the late du Pre s 
reputation. 

The film, which stare Emily 
Watson as Jacqueline du Pre, 
is based on the book A Genius 
in the family by her brother 
Piers and sister HUaiy. which 
details multiple sclerosis suf- 
ferer Jackie's nervous break- 
down and her affair with 
Hilary’s husband 

Lloyd Webber had written in 
Classic FM Magazine: “My 
main impression is that these 
revelations are the ultimate 
act of spite and bitterness." 

Mr Lloyd Webber has writ- 
ten ‘Jackie’s Song' - released 
yesterday - in response to the 
movie, winch he said focused on 
the negative aspects of the 
ceUisfs life, rather than cele- 
brating her music. 

However Mr Paterson, said: 
“He didn't meet her until she 
was five years into her illness, 
so I just don't understand how 
he can say he knew her better 
than her own sister 

“Ear from tarnishing her 
memory we'll enhance it and 
bring it to a new audience. 
Most of the world has no idea 
who Jacqueline du PTC is. It’s 
certainly the case thathe is ex- 
ploiting this to promote his CD 
and himself.” 

Mr Lloyd Webber said that 
when the piece was written 
there were no plans for it to be 
included on a CD. It was his 
record company that found 
space for its release. 

1 think they will find I am 
just the first ofa tot of musicians 
who will speak out for Jacque- 
line du Pre," added the cellist, 
who premiered 'Jackie's Song* 
in London yesterday” 
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Two climbers fall 600 feet 
in Scotland - and survive 


TWO CLIMBERS escaped with 
relatively minor injuries at the 
weekend after foiling 600 feet 
“like rag dolls" down a cliff face 
on the Grampian peak of 
Lochnagar, the jewel of the 
Queen's Balmoral estate. 

The two climbers who sur- 
vived the foil on the favourite 
mountain of the Prince of Wales 
were Thomas Nye, 24, who suf- 
fered chest injuries and Ingrid 
Iredale, 20, who escaped with 
manor facial injuries and a frac- 
tured vertebrae. Both students 
in E dinb urgh, they fell from a 
snow and ice climb known as 
“parallel gully A”. 

Sergeant Graham Gibb of 
the Braemar police-civilian 
mountain rescue team said Mr 
Nye and Ms Iredale bounced 
part of the way down the cliff 
face, before a 100ft foil cush- 
ioned by deep snow. 

“It is a Break survival," he 
said “There have been many 
people who have done the same 


By Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 


thing and lost their lives. They 
would have been bouncing off 
rocks, and witnesses who saw it 
happen said they went down ex- 
tremely fast like two rag dolls. 

“Tb have people survive, one 
with virtually no injuries to 
speak of, is remarkable and no- 
body fo the team can quite be- 
lieve it has actually happened 
There are aqy number of rocks 
there on which people would 
normally have been battered to 
death.” 

Extraordinary circum- 
stances surrounding the acci- 
dent on Sunday illustrate how 
crowded popular climbing 
areas like Lochnagar have be- 
come. In superb conditions - 
bright sunshine, little wind, 
and crisp snow cm the summits 
- tho usands of climbers and 
winter hillwalkers were out 
across Scotland. 


The students were discov- 
ered by rescuers from the 
Braemar and Aberdeen teams 
winched down from a heli- 
copter to deal with another ac- 
cident in which a climb er fell 
from a gully and landed on a 
separate parly of three. 

An unnamed climber had 
fallen from midway up Rae- 
burn's guDy and landed on an- 
other party heading up the 
same route. According to res- 
cuers, there were about 40 peo- 
ple gathered underneath the 
climbing routes, an unusually 
high number as the weather was 
good after two poor seasons. 

“If you choose to queue for 
a climb, then you are laying 
yourself wide open to the pos- 
sibility of someone foiling on 
you,” Sgt Gibb said 

One of the three, Bill Mor- 
gan, 5L of Aberdeen, suffered 
a broken leg. After scaling the 
cliff rescuers had to lower Mr 
Morgan 1,000 feet and carry 


him out. He followed the two 
students to Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary for treatment 
Prince Charles gave the 
mountain celebrity with his 
stray for children, The Old Man 
ofladmagar. He was following 
in the footsteps of Lord Byron, 
who ascended the mountain 
when aged 15 and later wrote 
of its “wfld and majestic" crags, 
extolling “the steep frowning 
glories of dark Lochnagar". 

On another Scottish peak, a 
man died on Sunday as he slid 
1,000 feet Kfllin mountain res- 
cue recovered the body of John 
Cooper Bryan, 54, of Balomock, 
Strathclyde, who slipped and 
fell on Ben More, near Crian- 
larich. He was walking al nnp 
A search in the Highlands by 
DundonneQ mountain rescue 
for two climbers on the 3,472ft 
An Teallach in Wester Ross 
was cancelled yesterday when 
it emerged they had earlier 
returned to their car and left. 


Shake-up for secure hospitals 


FRANK DOBSON, the Health 
Secretary, will today announce 
a shake-up of Britain's three 
high-security hospitals in re- 
sponse to this publication of a 
damning official report 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


The 600-page report of the 
two-year Jhllon inquiry into al- 
legations of paedophile activity, 
drug and alcohol misuse, the 
availability of pornography and 
financial irregularities at Ash- 
worth hospital, Merseyside, 
will be released today, high- 
lighting serious management 
failing s. 

The inquiry, led by retired 
judge Peter EaUon, QC, was or- 
dered in 1997 following daims 
that an eight-year- old girl had 
been snuggled into the hospi- 
tal and that inmates bad 
abused young patients on the 
wards. The alleged problems 
were centred on the personal- 
ity disorder unit 
The former health secre- 


tary Stephen Dorrell set up an 
inquiry, following daims by 
Stephen Daggett, a convicted 
sex offender who absconded 
dining an escorted shopping 
trip to Liverpool 

Daggett, who is now housed 
in Hampton special hospital, 
near Nottin gham , told the in- 
quiry at Knutsford Crown 
Court last year that drugs and 
hard-core pornography were 
secretly sold inside the hospi- 
tal and a near-naked girl was 
given a piggy-back ride by a 

convicted paedophile. 

A senior doctor at the hos- 
pital told the inquiry that she 
had been aware that a giri was 
visiting a convicted chfld-kdier; 

Raid Corrigan, but had given in- 
structions that the visits should 
be supervised by nurses. 

But consultant psychiatrist 



Frank Dobson: Expected 

to Impose stricter regime 


Dr Zona Crispin denied having 
knowledge of the same chil d 
spending time with convicted 
paedophile Peter Hemming. 

The panel beard sworn 
statements from more than 
100 patients, staff medical ex- 
perts and union representa- 


tives. In July, the hospital’s 
chief executive Dr Hilary 

Hodge, who had been in post fin* 

only 10 months, left citing “ir- 
retrievable" disagreements 
with her staff. 

The Fallon team is under- 
stood to have drawn up more 
than 50 recommendations. As 
a result, Mr Dobson is expected 

to instruct managers to impose 
much stricter regimes at Ash- 
worth. Rampton and Broad- 
moor hospital in Berkshire. 
This is Kfeejy to indude a damp- 
down on the use of computers 
swimming pools and tennis! 
courts and greater restrictions 
on family visits. 

The Prison Officers’ Associ- 
ation said last night that it was 
important the Government did 
not s^d patients with person- 
orders - who are not 

passed as mentally fll- to jail 

where there were insufficient 
resources to cope with them. 
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Football urged to fund grass roots 


MILLIONS OF pounds were 
promised to the grassroots of 
football yesterday on the eve of 
a court case winch couid decide 
the Premier League's future. 

In a report backed by the 
Premier League, the Govern- 
ment-appointed Football Task 
Farce recommended that at 
least 5 per cent of {Revision rev- 
enue should be set aside for 
community projects and the 
improvement of facilities at 
amateur and school level 

The apparently generous 
pledge comes as the Office of 
EfeirTTading (OFT) argues that 
the Premier league’s lucrative 
sale of television rights is not in 
the public interest The OFT 
will contend in the High Court 
today that the Premier League 
has acted like a cartel in se- 
curing a £743 m deal with 
BSfeyB and the BBC. 

The Premier League won 
support yesterday from the 
ch a irman of the task force, 
David Mellon who said a victo- 
ry for the Office of Fair Trading 
would be “deplorable". 

■ The task force’s report said 
such a ruling: “Could spell the 
end of re-investment in sport 


By LINUS GREGORIAD1S 


and widen the gap between 
the divisions. Bis demonstrably 
in the public interest that the 
current arrangements prevaiL" 

Tbny Banks, the sports min- 
ister also expressed his support 
fbrthe status quo yesterday: “If 
the OFT was to find against the 
football authorities and broad- 
casters it would have damaging 
implications for the structure of 
football in this country." 

According to the task force, 
the Premier League will al- 
ready be spending £50m - or 5 
per cent of its income- outside 
the top division between 1997 
and 2001. The report urges that 
in future the same proportion 
of revenue be spent primarily 
on “grass-roots facilities and 
projects” rather than lower 
professional divisions. 

Speaking as the proposals 
were unveiled yesterday at the 
Linford Christie Athletic Sta- 
dium in west London, Mr Mel- 
lor said: “By investing outside 
the professional game and 
through providing emergency 
support for football clubs they 
would be able to go some way 


Treatment but 
no jail for first 
drug offence 


ALL FIRST-TIME drug-users 
caught by police in London will 
be referred to a treatment cen- 
tre, rather than face prosecu- 
tion, under a scheme to be 
outlined by Scotland ")&rd today. 

The Metropolitan Police es- 
timate 30 per cent erf crimes are 
committal to obtain money for 
drugs. The initial findings of a 
survey by police across London 
found a third of people caught 
breaking the law to feed their 
dr ug habit are shoplifters and 
15 per cent are burglars. 

Scotland Yard’s new drugs 
directorate, headed by Com- 
inanderAndy B&yman, plans to 
set up arre^referral schemes 
throughout tfieTjondcm are^by 
March 2000. Dnig-userswillbe 
given the option of treatment 
and referral to a drug worker 
rather than a fine, a caution or 
imprisonment The scheme is 
aimed at drug users and wQTnot 
be offered to dealers. If suc- 
cessful, it could be adopted fay 
forces throughout the country. 

The Met hopes the approach 
will help to break the link be- 
tween drugs and crime. The 
force is doing research to dis- 
cover which offences are most 
common among drug-users. 

The results are expected to 
be used to target groups and 
areas. Analysis of 3£W) drug-re- 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 


lated offences during a five- 
month period last year found 
1,250 of them were for thefts 
thorn shops, 519 for bursary and 
153 for theft from cars. 

The Met also announces 
today a £250,000 anti-drugs 
campaign that will include 
posters on buses and warnings 
on matchboxes and beer- 
mats.Commander Hayman 
said: “The key message ... is 
that a high proportion of crime 
in London is committed by a 
small number of prolific of- 
fenders who misuse drugs. If 
we caiii target these individuals 
and either divert them away 
from their drug use or put 
them before the courts, then we 
can have a dramatic impact on 
crime across the capital.” 

■ Two doctors have volun- 
teered to run the first official pa- 
tient trials testing the 
therapeutic effects of cannabis. 
Anita Holdcroft, from Ham- 
mersmith Hospital, London, 
will investigate whether the 
drug or its active components 
can relieve post-operative pain. 
A trial investigating Its effects 
on multiple-sclerosis sufferers 
will be done by John Zajicek, of 
Derriford Hospital Plymouth. 
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in showing how commercial 
activities can be spread with 
community responsibilities, 
bringing benefits to the wider 
public interest” 

Highlighting the plight of 
grass-roots football the report 
gives an example of an un- 
named city council in the 
North-west which had a main- 
tenance backlog of £2 An at its 
38 sports sites, and was using 
freight containers as changing 
facilities in many places. 

The task force says that the 
Premier League should en- 
courage greater supporter in- 
volvement It calls for more 
community schemes which use 
football to tackle social exclu- 
sion. Mr Mellor said: “We are 
not just talking about young- 
sters who can become profes- 
sional footballers, we are 
ta Tiring flhmif-yn mig R tcr S hoing 
given an alternative to engag- 
ing in anti-social activities." 

The game’s stars are also 
criticised The report says play- 
ers’ contractual obligations to 
the community were often 
“more honoured in the bread) 
than the observance". 

Sport, page 19 





David Sheepshanks of the Football League, David Mellor and David Davies with Bentworth and Old Oak primary schools’ football teams at 
the Linford Christie playing fields near Wormwood Scrubs yesterday Mark ChUvers 
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Crass Howard takes the heat off the Foreign Secretary 


THERE WAS no sign of alcohol in the 
glass beside the Foreign Secretary 
■who looked totally sobers not to say 
grave, as he rose to make his Com- 
mons statement on the British na- 
tionals kidnapped or killed recently 
in Yemen. 

Robin Cook’s statement was 
drafted in the careful diplo-speak 
essential when terrorism, abduction 

or death threaten British citizens 
abroad. Normally ft would have 
been made to an empty House, with 
few MPS able to point to Yemen on 
a map. But Mr Cook was the man 
of the moment, the latest minister 
in trouble after three weeks of dis- 
aster for the Government 


It was not all bad news. While Mr 
Cook may not be the most user; 
friendly Government minister, he is 
the epitome of charm and dignity 
when up against Michael Howard. 
In across single sentence the Con- 
servative spokesman provided a ral- 
lying point for the unity, loyalty and 
solidarity of Labour MPS to Mr Cook 
in his hour of need. 

Mr Howard exploded with syn- 
thetic rage, linking the events in 

‘V fempyi will» an pt^ n| <linaiy gtfarir 

on the release of prisoners in North- 
ern Ireland under the Good Friday 
agreement He accused Mr Cook of 
evading the media amid a series of 
St-judged personal attacks. In short, 


he blew it ensuring that Mr Cook 
escaped unscathed. 

The Foreign Secretary and 
Labour whips bad done a good job 
press-ganging troops to fill the 
Government’s back benches. 
Flanked on the front bench by 
John Prescott, Jack Straw and 
Frank Dobson, Mr Cook plodded 
nervously through the statement 
setting out the discussions he has 
had with tfce'&meni authorities and 
the British ambassador: Hus was 
not Mr Cook’s normal, assured 
arrogant performance and it was 
dear that his nerves were occa- 
sionally jangling. 

Unfortunately, the more he 


THE SKETCH 



MICHAEL 

BROWN 


spoke about “relatives” and “sym- 
pathy to the families”, the more 
MPS’ and journalists’ minds wan- 


dered bade to the revelations about 
Mr Cook’s own relatives and family. 

No one, barring half-a-dozen, 
back-benchers who actually 
understood the complexities of 

thqr r minds foCTsednw 
anything except Mr Cook’s marital 

infidelities. As he spoke about trav- 
el advice and tour operators, 
thoughts turned to a holiday cur- 
tailed at the VIP lounge in 
Heathrow aiipcnrt, courtesy of Alas- 
tair Campbell 

Unfortunate phrases lake “bring- 
ing the full truth into the open” 
piqued curiosity about the fidl truth 
of claims about bottles of brandy 
and sleeping pills in Margaret 


Cook’s book. Mr Cook spoke of the 
need to “retain credibility among 


uScpUullU 

al series of seminars and consul- 
tations to “share best practice - 

o l. nlnranoc miflrailtecd 


time for rumination on the manner 
in which the Cooks’ marriage had 
efismtegrated- 

Even a liberal peppering of the 


the Paviovian shock word “terror- 
ism” barely served to remind us 
fhat he was speaking only about 
Yemen and the fate of British 
citizens- 

Somehow, the Government’s dif- 
ficulties have mounted in spite of 


the fact that it bad no 1 been railed 
to account by Parliament untfiyes- 
terday. The minute the press hand 
bat* scrutiny of ministers to the 

Conservative Party 
Howard, the Government begins to 
be able to get away with anything. 

Even George Galloway who has 
an axe to grind against the Gov- 
ernment over Middle East policy 
and suspects some of the British 


In an echo of Churchill in 1944,Mr 
Galloway summed up the mood of 
the House by describing Mr 
Howard as “not being able to see a 
belt without hitting below it" 


Anti-terror expert 


appointed by Cook 


A TROUBLESHOOTING anti- 
terror expert is to be appoint- 
ed by the Government to 
secure the safe release of 
British hostages abroad, the 
“foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
mnounced yesterday. 

The new post was unveiled 
jy Mr Cook in the Commons as 
te delivered a sombre state- 
nent on recent kidnappings of 
ourists and an oD worker in the 
femen. 

The death of three Britisb 
o mists, killed in a shoot-out 
>etween terrorists and local 
security forces, together with 
he abduction on Saturday of 
rohn Brooke, had proved the 
teed for “heightened vigilance” 
ibroad. he said. 

In response to the grue- 
some events of the last two 
reeks, Mr Cook announced 
hat the police expert would 
ravel wherever he was need- 
d to offer foreign governments 
dvice on their handling of 
iostage-taking. 

The Foreign Office security 
onsultant, or “kidnap tsar” as 
« was later dubbed, would 
pearhead a range of Govern- 
lent initiatives including a se- 
ies of global seminars on 
ostage situations. 

Holiday tour operators and 
■avel industry chiefs would 
iso be invited to the FO to dis- 


Br Paul wauch 
P olitical Correspondent 


cuss how advice to travellers on 
troublespots such as Yemen 
could be more widely distrib- 
uted, Mr Cook said. 

AH British nationals in 
Yemen, who are believed to 
number 500, were befog en- 
couraged to re-register with the 
British embassy urgently. 

Mr Cook revealed that a 
four-strong team of British 
hostage negotiators was work- 
ing closely with the FBI to pre- 
pare a full account of the 
firefight that led to the deaths 
of the tourists on 29 December: 

Some of the hostages have 
claimed that the Yemeni secu- 
rity forces fired first on the kid- 
nappers, but confusion still 
surrounds the incident 

Mr Cooksaid that it would be 
wrong to prejudge the outcome 
of any inquiry but it should be 
made clear that the “primary 
responsibility” for the killings 
rested with the armed gang 
who seized the hostages in the 
first place. 

“The testimony of the sur- 
vivors confirms more forceful- 
ly than any member of the 
House that all the hostages 
conducted themselves with the 
greatest courage and concern 


for others,” he said. The For- 
eign Secretary said that he 
had been given assurances by 
the Prime Minister of Yemen 
that no force would be used in 
an attempted release of Mr 
Brooke, without consultation 
with the FO. 

“The safety of British na- 
tionals is our paramount con- 
cern,” he said. “We can only 
succeed in securing their safe- 
ty from terrorism by close in- 
ternational co-operation in 
defeating the terrorist” 

He added: “Kidnapping is a 
crime. It is the same crime 
whether it is committed for 
financial gain or political re- 
ward. We are determined to 
protect the safety of our na- 
tionals and to be robust in con- 
demning terrorism whereva- it 
occurs." 

Some MPs bad expected Mr 
Cook to be knocked offguard by 
the revelations by his former 
wife at the weekend thathe was 
a serial adulterer who drank 
heavily and harboured a 
loathing of Gordon Brown and 
other cabinet colleagues. 

However; the Foreign Sec- 
retary had alreacty received 
the foil support of the Prime 
Minister and was flunked by 
Deputy Prime Minister; John 
Prescott, and Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw, throughout his 


speech. The shadow Foreign 
Secretary, Michael Howard, 
made no reference to the week- 
end allegations about Mr 
Cook's private life, but did at- 
tack the FO’s handling of 
events in Yemen, including se- 
curing information and in- 
forming families. 

To Labour shouts of 
“shame” Mr Howard wel- 
comed the Government’s con- 
demnation of terrorism but 
added: H Do you have the 
faintest inkling how D1 your 
words Qe with the continuing re- 
lease by the Government of 
those convicted of the most 
despicable terrorist offences 
without any progress being 
made on decommissioning?” 

The reference to the North- 
ern Ireland peace process was 
dismissed by Mr Cook, who 
said “those remarks were more 
damaging to him than they 
were damag ing to US”. 

Earlier; a Downing Street 
spokesman repeated Mr Blair’s 
enthusiastic backing. 

“He is doing a superb job. 
He is a very effective Fbreign 
Secretary” said the 
spokesman. 

“He is highly regarded 
abroad ... doing a committed, 
professional job. He has a foil 
agenda this week. He's getting 
on with it” 
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Home Office Minister Paul Boateng meets Special Constables Umar Hyat and Amanda Coppack in Bradford 
yesterday. He was there to look at three innovative schemes to recruit members of ethnic minority groups into 
the Special Constabulary NigdH&ier 


Dobson demands pay boost 
for nurses in lower grades 


LOW-PAID nurses are likely to 
have thsr pay boosted amid the 
worsening winter crisis in the 
National Health Service, senior 
ministers hinted yesterday. 

The Health Secretary Frank 
Dobson admitted that the 
shortages of medical staff had 
contributed to recent prob- 
lems, and said he hoped the Pay 
Review Body would give “spe- 
cial attention to the pay of 
nurses in the lower grades”. 

Earlier; Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
said the review body needed to 
take into account “the special 
circumstances of nurses, par- 
ticularly nurses starting out in 
the NHS. 

“Our evidence to the review 
body suggests the need for pay 
reform to make sure that nurs- 
es have a modern, fair and 


HEALTH 

By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 


flexible employment within the 
health service,” Mr Brown said 
during a speech in Edinburgh. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Tbny Blair about the NHS 
winter crisis, Mr Dobson 
warned in a Commons state- 
ment that the icy winter could 
worsen present shortages. 

Mr Dobson said over 2^00 
schemes were under way na- 
tionally to cope with the pres- 
sures and parts of the NHS 
suffering particular problems 
had been told they could draw 
on a £50m contingency fond. 

Stressing the Government’s 
commitment to end cuts in 
training places for nurses, Mr 
Dobson said it was also ad- 


dressing the concerns of qual- 
ified nurses who had left the 
NHS. 

“We want to attract them 
back, not just with better pay 
but with fanrity-friencHy shift 
patterns and a better and sate* 
working environment.. . A high 
priority for more small-scale in- 
vestment will indude replacing 
out-dated and unreliable equip- 
ment” He told MPs the flu 
outbreak seemed likely to be on 
the same scale as the winters 
of 1994 and 1996, although it 
could still get worse. 

Ambulance journeys had al- 
most doubled in Merseyside 
and Greater Manchester: In 
London, the New Year was the 
busiest on record with over 
4,700 journeys compared with 
a daily average of 3,000. 

He declared: “The situation 


seems to be easing but it could 
get worse again if icy weather 
were to lead to a Jot of falls, par- 
ticularly among the elderly” 

But Ann Widdecombe, the 
shadow Health Secretary, said 
his remarks would not m ake 
the “slightest bit of difference 
to those now tying on trolleys in 
fear; in pain, waiting for treat- 
ment” Blaming the Govern- 
ment’s “ludicrous obsession” 
with cutting waiting lists, she 
added: “\bur early pledge has 
made worse the current crisis 
in the NHS because it has dis- 
torted clinical priorities away 
from patient priorities. 

“Wfiy don’t you end your lu- 
dicrous obsession to cut wait- 
ing lists and change it to 
waiting list time and quality of 
treatment which is a for more 
sensible way of assessment” 


The house 
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Tories attack lack 
of fraud control 


Speaker stays 

BETTY BOOTHROYD 
denied suggestions that 
she planned to step down 
earty as Speaker of the 
House of Commons, 
telling MPs: “When I do 
come to that decision, this 
House will be the first to 
know about it” 


Dome funds 

THE REMAINING £S0m of 
sponsorship money 
needed for the Millennium 
Dome should be raised 
with “no difficulty at all”. 
Lord Falconer, the new 
minister responsible for 
the project told peers. 


THE GOVERNMENT came 
under pressure to intensify its 
efforts to combat fraud yester- 
day when the Tories accused 
them of going soft on benefit 
cheats. 

Iain O imffln S mith, fTimsfir- 
vative social security spokes- 
man, asked minis ters whether 
the Government would pro- 
vide enough funding to achieve 
its targets to reduce fraud, par- 
ticularly in housing benefits. 

Challenging Angela Eagle, 
the social security minister; Mr 
Duncan Smith pointed to a Na- 
tional Audit Office report pub- 
lished lastweek which found that 
Benefits Agency accounts have 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

By Sarah Schaefer 


Questions 

and 

Answers 


foiled to win a dean bill ofhealth 
for the tenth year running. 

The agency committed er- 
rors totalling more than half a 
billion pounds in 1997-98 and 
losses through fraud amount- 
ed to more than £1.5bn. 

M r Duncan Smith asked: 
“Will there be enough money to 
meet targets and no watering 
down of initiatives?” 

Ms Eagle said targets would 
be met, and “far from being wa- 
tered down”, the Government 
was “gearing up” the campaign 
against fraud. 


Aid on fuel bills 

ALMOST ALL 10 million 
one-off government 
payments towards 
pensioners’ winter fuel 
bills will have made by the 
end of next week, the 
Social Security minister 
Stephen Timms disclosed. 


London mayor poll plea 


Cruise missiles 

NO BRITISH cruise 
missiles were used in the 
air strikes campaign 
against Iraq, code-named 
Operation Desert Fox, 
during 16-ig December; 
the Secretary of State for 
Defence, George 
Robertson, confirmed. 


Pension reform 

PRANK FIELD, the former 
welfare reform minister; 
urged the Government to 
respond to “substantial 
criticism” from more than 
1,000 people over its plans 
for pension reform. He 
Raid: “Shouldn’t the 
Government respond 

property and publish a 
Green Paper on what the 
criticisms were?" 


CANDIDATES FOR next year’s 
mayor of London election 
should be allowed to run with 
a deputy on a USetyte joint tick- 
et, the Conservative Party 
urged yesterday. 

A Conservative amendment 
to the Greater London Au- 
thority Bill proposes that the 
deputy mayor must be direct- 
ly elected. Eke the mayor: by the 
capital’s five million voters. 

The Bill, which receives its 
committee stage next week, 
currently states that the deputy 
will be drawn from the 25- 
strong assembly after the elec- 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


tioos in May next year. The 
deputy will have wide- rang ing 
powers as he or she will chair 

the new Metropolitan JFtilice Au- 
thority and may stand in for the 

mayor in emergencies. 

But Richard Ottaway, the 
shadow Minister for London, 
said the Government’s pro- 
posals would create a conflict 
of interest between the 
deputy’s loyalty to the mayor 
and his duty to the assembly. 


Today’s agenda 

In the Commons: 230pm 
questions on the 
environment, transport 
and the regions; Local 
Government Biff second 
reading. 

bi the Lords: 2.30pm 
debate on European 
Union report on 

j Parliamentary scrutiny. 

Government of Wales Act 
(Housing} (Amendments* 
0 S er : debate on dealing 
wth violent crimes on 
a jrcrafts; debate on 
alternatives to prison. 
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Britain’s new 
tastemaster 
starts work 


the Censor's in-tray 

The Internet 

Perhaps the biggest long-term challenge facing Robin 
Duval at the BBFC is the one posed by new technology. 
His predecessor. James Ferman. doubts if even the 
Government will be able to stop uncensored material 
from pouring into Britain via satellite and the Internet. 
The Exorcist' 

The board is currently considering whether to grant 
“the most frightening film ever made" a video release. 
Relaxation of the pornography laws 
One of Mr Ferman's latter acts was to suggest that 
since a growing number of people lived "vicarious" sex 
lives, the laws on pornography should be relaxed. “We 
have been too strict in this country." Mr Ferman said. 
The mission to explain 

After 1 B years at the ITC. Mr Duval is well versed in the 
art of explanation in the pursuit of public consent. 

Sex and violence 

Mr Duval is hot on violence. Like his fellow board 
members, he sees the dampdown on sexual violence 
on film and video as the board's most pressing task. 


By Rhys Williams 

ROBIN DUVAL took over as chief 
censor at the British Board of 
Film Classification yesterday 
and is already having to face up 
to a series of thorny problems, 
not least of which is what to do 
with the proposed video release 
of The Exorcist. 

To many, the post of BBFC 
chief censor may sound like one 
of the most desirable jobs in 
Britain but Mr Duval has the 
burden of following his idio- 
syncratic predecessor, James 
Ferman, while getting on with 
the long-term task of ensuring 
the board still has a task to per- 
form in the new media age. 

After 13 years with the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission, Mr Duval has a first- 
class pedigree in broadcasting 
regulation. As deputy head of 
programming, his responsibil- 
ity covered not only taste and 
decent^ but also the quality and 
diversity of progr amm es on 
ny Channel 4 and Channel 5. 

And now he moves on to his 
job as chief censor; the joys of 
which were summed up in a pic- 
ture of a naked couple frolick- 
ing together that used to hang 
in the film theatre at the BBFC. 
Its caption read: “We'd better 
see it again before we ban it" 

Mr Ferman, the outgoing 


director; believes his successor 
is the perfect all-rounder. 
"Robin is a sensitive regulator 
steeped in the best traditions of 
public service,” he said. 

Although Mr Duval, 57, may 
struggle to match Mr Ffermarfs 
flair for grabbing headlines, 
the new director is expected 
to bring some administrative 
steel to an organisation that is 
making conspicuous efforts to 


be more accessible and visible. 

"He is ideal for what we 
need at the moment," said a 
senior member of the BBFC. 

"He is a very meticulous 
planner. Sometimes you need 
inspirational thinkers which 
we have had for 25 years. Some- 
times you need a good plannee 
which is where we are now." 

A former colleague of Mr 
Duval also believes that he is a 



Robin Duval, who began his new job yesterday as the British Board of Film Classification’s chief censor Richard Poole - 


good choice: "Robin is very 
aware of how the ITC 
approached the whole issue of 
transparency and accountabil- 
ity. He understands that if you 
make decisions, you need to 
explain them publicly. That is 
perhaps the major criticism of 
the BBFC under Ferman in the 
last fewyears- they made a rul- 
ing and the public were left 
wondering *wfao are they?' and 


*wby are they doing it?' Robin 
firmly believes that if a decision 
is good enough to take, it’s 
good enough to explain." 

On a personal level Mr 
Duval is desaibed as "equable” 
with a wide range of cultural 
interests tbat include singing, 
playing the piano and attending 
recitals. He is also considered 
a strong family man -he is mar- 
ried and has four daughters. 


Mr Duval's principal con- 
cerns are understood to centre 
on the portrayal of violence, par- 
ticularly sexual violence, and in 
that respect he reflects the 
board's current priorities. 

"He will bring a mature and 
sophisticated sense of judge- 
ment on content and has a lot 
of knowledge of and sensitivity 
to public feeling.” the former 
colleague said, adding: "I sus- 


pect he will find himself 
exposed, particularly on the 
video side to a lot more dross 
than he was used to at the ITC. 

"I think he will be uncom- 
fortable to start with.” 

As the board's director. Mr 
Duval is steeling himself for 
criticism both from libertarians, 
who find any censorship anath- 
ema and conservatives des- 
perate to arrest a tide of what 


they see as filth and deprava- 
tion. The Daily Mail has 
already branded him a “Chan-, 
nel 4 liberal”, while Mr Ferman. 
urged him to buy a flak jackeL 
Mr Duval is not believed to. 
be considering any changes to 
the current system of film clas- 
sification. However, a BBFC 
source say’s he is keen to 
tighten the guidelines under 
which the board's staff operate. 


Stonehenge of sea will be left to ravages of tide 


ENGLISH HERITAGE, the Gov- 
ernment's guardian of ancient 
monuments, has no plans to 
preserve the "Stonehenge from 
the Sea” found in Norfolk. 

The circle of oak trunks, 
with an upside-down tree in the 
centre, is likely to have been a 
death-temple erected 4,000 
years age. It cannot be pre- 
served m situ on its sandbank, 
said Geoffrey Wainwright, Eng- 


By Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

lish Heritage’s chief archaeol- 
ogist If a museum wanted to lift 
it out aod reconstruct it, it 
could be done, perhaps for 
£50,000. but English Heritage 
has no plans to save the mon- 
ument. "For us itis a recording 
exercise, not a preservation 
exercise," Dr Wainwright said. 


An English Heritage spokes- 
woman added: “W 2 feel it is suf- 
ficient to record what’s there 
before it is eroded.” They were 
criticised by senior archeolo- 
gists who feel the .site on the 
foreshore at Holme-next-the- 
Sea. near Hunstanton, is 
unique and the most important 
ancient discovery made in 
Britain for many years. 

The president of the Coun- 


cil for British Archaeology Dr 
Francis Pryor, who last week 
said it was the most extraordi- 
nary archaeological discovery 
he had ever seen, said yester- 
day "1 have to say with a site 
of such importance, it is not 
enough just to record it I think 
they ought to have another 
look at what their attitude to it 
is. 

“If English Heritage say 


they've got no plans to preserve 
it then the question must be 
asked, who is responsible for 
preserving a site of such in- 
ternational importance?” 

The council's deputy direc- 
tor; Dr Mike Heyworth, said: 
“Preserving it would obvious- 
ly be expensive but it strikes me 
that for a site of this impor- 
tance, and it is unique, it would 
be worth it” : • 


Norfolk County Council’s ar- 
chaeology unit think s that with- 
in two years, the action of the 
sea will destroy the tree circle. 
It has been preserved by being 
buried under sand and silt 
which coastal erosion has now 
removed. 

A principal difficulty is that 
a decision on the future of the 
tree circle cannot be made 
until archaeologists know ex- 


actly what they are dealing 
with - which requires a precise 
dating 

At the moment the structure, 
which was probably used to ex- 
pose dead bodies so the flesh 
would rot and speed spirits on 
their way to the afterlife, is 
thought to be early Bronze 
Age, from about 2,000 BC - 
which would make it almost a, 
contemporary of Stonehenge. 


Sections from the timbers 
are now being sent for radio- 
carbon dating to the school of 
archaeology and palaeo -ecolo- 
gy at Queen’s University. 
Belfast This technique will 
give a precise date for the tree 
circle to within about 20 years, 
but it will take three to four 
months, according to the head 
of, the school. Dr Gerry Mc- 
Cormac. 


Four Brit nominations for 


Miss the 


Robbie, but no Spice Girls 



Shooting star Robbie Williams and soloist Des’ree 
lie for the first time in eight 


By David Lister 
Art News Editor 


ROBBIE williams has gath- 
ered a slew of nominations for 
the Brit Awards, putting the 
seal on a year’s growth from 
former teenybop idol into fully 
fledged rock star. 

The former Take That 
singer; nominated as best sok> 
artist and for best album, also 
has two nominations for best 
single and two for best video. 

Gomez, whose debut album. 
Bring it on, was recorded in the 
drummer’s dad's garage, has 
been nominated for best album, 
best group, and best newcom- 
er, They are competing for the 
best-group award with Massive 
Attack, Manic Street Preach- 
ers, Catatonia and Beautiful 
South. 

The ceremony at the London 
Arena on 16 February, will see 
Anni e Lennox and Dave Stew- 
art - formerly the Eurythmics 
- performing together in pub- 


years mien they receive the 
award for outstanding contri- 
bution to British music. 

Yesterday’s nominations, 
drawn up by an academy of 
record retailers, band man- 
agers, the media and record 
companies, might disappoint 
pre-pubescent fans, as there is 
no room for the Spice Giris nor 


Boyzone. Best female solo 
artist nominees include Billie, 
Des’ree, PJ Harvey, Hinda 
Hicks and Billie Myers. 

In the international section. 
Madonna. Sheryl Crow and 
Alanis Morissette are nomi- 
nated as best solo artists. 

A spokesman for the Brit 
Awards said: "The nominations 
reflect that it has been very 


much a pop year for British 
music, with nominations for 
Steps, Five, Billie and 
Bewitched. But at the same 
time there are five nomina- 
tions for Massive Attack. And, 
along with Gomez and Manic 
Street Preachers, they show a 
different side of British music." 
■ The chance to play live is a 
vital springboard for tomor- 
row’s musical stars. Simply 
Red's Mick Hucknail told a 
government think- tank yester- 
day. The prominent Labour 
supporter urged Chris Smith, 
the Secretary of State for Cul- 
ture, and the Music Industry 
Ebrum to encourage live mu- 
sical venues where aspiring 
bands can launch themselves 
into Britain’s hugety successful 
£35bn industry. 

At the forum's first meeting 
a year ago, Hucknail said: "I 
have already made my mil- 
lions. This is not about me. It is 
about the 16-year-olds coming 
up." 


Faulty heaters kill one a week 


A CAMPAIGN to curb the num- 
ber of deaths caused by carbon 
monoxide poisoning in Britain's 
homes was launched by the 
Government yesterday. Each 
year; an average of 50 people 
are killed by the fumes from 
boilers and other heaters. 

The campaign will concen- 
trate on \lfales and the Midlands 
where almost half of the deaths 
have occurred over the past 10 


BY NICHOLAS SCHOON 

years. The Department of 
Trade and Industry says it has 
no idea why this i& But it warns 
that there is a misconception 
that most fatalities happen in 
poorty maintained rented ac- 
commodation and holiday cot- 
tages. Some 70 per cent of the 
victims are poisoned in homes 
that they own. 
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Now’s the time 


Hie department will spread 
the word with a road show, or- 
ganised with tiie help of the 
Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Accidents. It will give ad- 
vice on how to spot the danger 
signs when it visits Cardiff, 
Nottin gham and Birmingham. 

It is not onty gas consumers 
who are at risk Oil, coal or wood 
burning boilers and stoves can 
all produce lethal levels of car- 
bon monoxide if they are not 
property maintained, or used in 
badly ventilated rooms. 

The department has had a 
safety warning printed on mil- 


lions ofgas bills during the win- 
ter, when almost all the deaths 
occur: There will also be tele- 
vision advertisements and 
leaflets placed in GP surgeries. 

Kim Howells, the Consumer 
Affairs moisten said: “Take 
care if yon have moved house 
recently or moved into rented 
accommodation. Find out when 
tiie boflei; other appliances and 
flues were last checked and by 
whom. If all your family are 
suffering from unexplained flu- 
like symptoms contact your 
doctor; it could be carbon 
monoxide poisoning.” 


David Aaronovitch 

Cannibalising real people 
who have placed their trust 
in you is not a new trick 
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31st January 
deadline and you’ll 
be stung for £100. 



Calling all busy bees. Whether 
you’re self employed, a director, a 
business partner or just have more 
complicated tax affairs than most, 
your completed 7997/98 tax return 
needs to be with us by 31st January, 
or you face ajflOO fine. 

So, this is your last chance. If 
any tax is not paid by the deadline, 
interest will be added! 

If you need any help or advice, 
please contact your tax office 
during business hours, or give the 
Self Assessment Helpline a buzz on 

0645 000 444 ? 

ft Inland 

Revenue 

Self Assessment- a clearer tax system 

■B cals cfsrpd at U ia. Opo mmgs mi necks*. Urf. TtO 
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Kosovo back 

on the brink 


KOSOVO STOOD on a knife edge 
last night, as Yugoslavia threat- 
ened force to free Serbian sol- 
diers held prisoner by ethnic 
Albanian guerillas, and un- 
known assassins shot dead a 
close aide of the province's 
moderate Albanian leader. 

Urged by both Nato and 
Russia as well as the Pope- and 
threatened with imminent mii- 
itary reprisal from President 
Slobodan Milosevic, the insur- 
gents yesterday seemed on the 
brink of releasing some at least 
of the eight hostages they cap- 
tured in northern Kosovo four 
days ago. 

“We will release some of 
them, probably this evening or 
on Tuesday,” Bardyl Mahmuti, 
the European political repre- 
sentative of the Kosovo liber- 
ation Army iKLA), said in 
Geneva yesterday. But KLA 
commanders said the hostages 
would only be freed if the Ser- 
bian authorities themselves re- 
leased nine Albanian prisoners. 


By Rupert Cornwell 

But there was no guarantee 
Belgrade would accept such a 
trade-off - nor that a partial re- 
lease would be sufficient to 
avert a fhmtal attack by the Yu- 
goslav tanks stationed close to 
the town of Stari Trg in north- 
ern Kosovo, where the two 
men are being held. This in turn 
would probably sweep away 
the final vestiges of the cease- 
fire agreed last October: 

Time was running out, a se- 
nior European official warned 
after meeting Mr Milosevic in 
Belgrade yesterday. Knut 
Volleback, chairman of the Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE), 
claimed he had persuaded the 
Yugoslav President to stay his 
hand a little longer But “there 
must be an immediate release 
of the prisoners if a major con- 
flict is to be avoided.” 

OSCE negotiators were yes- 
terday desperately trying to 


brokers deal over the soldiers. 
Last night they too seemed 
optimistic an agreement was 
dose, including an exchange of 
prisoners. But in a sign its pa- 
tience has almost run out, Bel- 
grade has sent the army chief 
of staff; General Dragojjub Oj- 
danic to Pristina, to take charge 
of any operations in person. 

Tensions in the Kosovan 
rei p t.nl, already high ahead of 
a planned demonstration by 
fhe province’s ever more fright- 
ened Serb minority, were fur- 
ther fuelled last night by the 
murder of a close aide to 
Ibrahim Rugova, the Kosovo Al- 
banians’ political leader. 

According to international of- 
fi cials, Enver Maloku, the head 
of the pro-Rugova Kosovo In- 
formation Centre, was shot 
outside his home and died later 
in hospital- The assassination 
may have been carried out by 
the KLA, opposed to Rugova ’s 
advocacy of a peaceful solution 
to the crisis. 



A Congolese woman lying by her daughter in Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic, yesterday. Nearly 5,000 refugees from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo have fled the town of Zongo across the Ubangi river to Bangui as rebels advance Nicolas CottoruAFP 
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Peacekeepers 
claim victory 
in Freetown 


DIPLOMATS WERE last night 
attempting to end fi ghting in 
Sierra Leone after Wist African 
peacekeepers, aided by re- 
inforcements, said they had 
driven rebels from State House 
and were chasing them out 
of private residences in the 
capital, Freetown. 

Six days into the latest rebel 
challenge to the elected gov- 
ernment of the diamond-rich 
West African country, diplo- 
mats from across the region 
joined in efforts to end the 
fighting. 

On the ground, random 
shooting since last Wednesday 
has claimed an untold number 
of lives, including that of an 
Associated Press television 
producer; Myles Tierney, 34. A 
Canadian colleague, Ian Stew- 
art 32, was seriously wounded 

Deprived of electricity and 
water and faced with dwin- 
dling stocks of food, residents 
of Freetown were reportedly 
still keeping off the streets 
yesterday. 

Last right the Internation- 
al Committee of the Bed Cross 
(ICRC) deplored the “inces- 
sant" violence in Freetown and 
said more than 180 people had 
sought refuge at the ICRC com- 
pound in the capital It said res- 
idents were trapped in their 


By alex Duval Smith 
Africa Correspondent 

homes without food and were 
unable ■‘even to bury the dead”. 

“The rebels are now being 
pushed out of Freetown,” said 
a statement from the 16-nation 
Economic Community of West 
African states CEcowas) which 
funds Ecomog, the Nigerian- 
commanded regional inter- 
vention force. 

Ecomog troops, supporting 
Sierra Lewie's elected presi- 
dent, Ahmad l\gan Kabbah, 
have been battling rebels for 
control of Freetown’s centre. 
“Ecomog has successfully 
taken control of State House. 
Efforts are being made to flush 
the rebels out of private resi- 
dences in Freetown where 
some of them are still taking 
refuge,” the statement added. 

Ecowas said its secretary- 
general, Lansana Eouyate. 
would travel to Lome, capital of 
Ibgo, today for regional talks. 
The Togolese and Ivory Coast 
foreign ministers have already 
met President Kabbah and 
the rebels’ jailed leaden Fbday 
Sankoh. The commander of 
the rebel forces, Sam Boekarie, 
has rejected a ceasefire unless 
Mr Sankoh is released. 



A hectic lifestyle and not always sticking to a 
diet could make you more susceptible to nasty cold 
viruses. New Zinc Defence's advanced formula helps 
support your immune system's resistance ta infection. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/11 


Former Soviet boss triumphs in ‘grossly unfair’ election 


UNRUFFLED BY cries of foul 
from international institutions, 
Nursultan Nazarbayev yester- 
day easily secured another 
seven years as president of 
the vast mineral-rich republic 
of Kazakhstan in an election 
that was badly flawed, even by 
the dismal standards of post- 
Soviet republics. 

Hie wify former Soviet party 
boss, who has headed Kaza- 
khstan for almost a decade. 


By Phil reeves 

in Moscow 

claimed about 80 per cent of the 
vote in a poll which the Organ- 
isation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE) 
refused to recognise, saying it 
fell far beneath the standards 
to which its member nations 
are committed. 

Among the chief complaints 
was the decision by a Kazakh 


court to bar from the contest 
the President's only realistic 
rival, the former prime minis- 
ter, Akezhan Kazhegeldin. 
Mr Kazhegeldin was so out- 
raged by the ban, and by ear- 
lier efforts to harass him out 
of the race, that he hired a top 
US-based publicity firm to 
draw the world's attention to 
his plight. 

The subsequent publicity 
may explain the OSCE's tough 


stance, which contrasts with its 
generally softer line over other 
suspect elections in the former 
Soviet Union. Human Rights 
Watch also called Kazakhstan’s 
election “grossly unfair”, and 
there were unhappy rumblings 
from Washington. 

The latter should be taken 
with a pinch of salt. American 
and other Western oil and gas 
companies - including British 
Gas - have heavy investments 


in Kazakhstan. It is privately ac- 
knowledged within the oil busi- 
ness that the petrochemical 
giants care far more about hav- 
ing strong leaders in power, 
with whom they have already 
forged a relationship, than 
democracy. 

Mr Nazarbayev; 58. who used 
to be the head of the Soviet-era 
Kazakh Communist Party, cer- 
tainly qualifies as strong. Al- 
though his methods are not as 


despotic as some of those who 
rose to power in the chaotic 
aftermath of the Soviet col- 
lapse - for example. Belarus's 
Alexander Lukashenko - he 
has ensured that there is no 
criticism in the media and dis- 
creetly maintains tight control 
of the country, aided by his 
security services. 

There have also been some 
signs that he is building a dy- 
nasty, with the appointment of 


family members in senior jobs. 
Perhaps his most disputed 
move, though, was his baffling 
decision to move Kazakhstan’s 
capital from Almaty to Astana, 
on a mosquito-plagued wind- 
swept steppe in the north, 
where temperatures reach 40C 
in the summer and minus 40C 
in winter It cost at least $500m 
which, given that three-quar- 
ters of Kazakhstan's 15.7 million 
population live below the 


poverty line, was widely seen as 
money ill-spent. 

The President's own com- 
ments on his victory with 80 per 
cent of the voteappeared to ac- 
knowledge the election's fail- 
ings. "You remember the 
[Soviet] times when turnout 
was 99.9 per cent and the vote 
m favour 993 percent?" he said. 
“Well, you could say that we 
have allowed democracy to 
progress by 20 per cent” 


Risk of 

renewed 

US-Iraq 

conflict 

grows 
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THE US has told Iraq it risks fur- 
ther military action if it with- 
draws recognition of Kuwait As 
tension escalates in the Gulf, 
there are signs Washington 
and Baghdad are moving to- 
wards open conflict on a larg- 
er scale than December's 
aerial campaign. There were 
more attacks by US aircraft on 
Iraqi missile sites yesterday, 
and the US is reported to be 
drawing up plans for a larger 
campaign of air strikes. 

Iraq’s parliament threat- 
ened to withdraw recognition of 
the border with Kuwait at the 
weekend but backed away and 
called for further discussions of 
all UN resolutions declared 
after the 1991 Gulf war. “That 
would be a violation of existing 
Security Council resolutions, 
and a flagrant violation,” said 
the US Defense Secretary 
w niiam Cohen. “What we have 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

said is that to the extent that he 
TSaddam Hussein] poses a 
threat or moves against Kuwait 
or Saudi Arabia or the Kurds in 
the north that we are prepared 
to respond.” 

The UN Secretary-Gener- 
al, Kofi Annan, said: “This will 
pose a major challenge for the 
Security Council and the Unit- 
ed Nations.” 

Kuwait placed its small 
armed forces on combat alert 
The Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister Sheikh 
Salem Sabah al-Salem al- 
Sabah, of the ruling royal fam- 
ily headed a defence council 
meeting on Sunday. “We have 
some units always on alert 
since the 1991 Gulf war and the 
latest measure is to further 
boost their readiness and level 
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Deck crew work on a Sea Harrier as 800 Squadron embarked aboard HMS Invincible, which left Portsmouth last week to support British forces in the Gulf Reuters 
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of alert,” he said. Iraq has con- 
demned Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Egypt for facilitating last 
month’s US and British attacks 
and called for their people to 
rise against their governments. 
Saudi Arabia was infuriated by 
the call. “The truth is the Iraqi 
people are the ones who de- 


serve and need to revolt,” said 
the official Saudi news agency. 

It is possible the US may de- 
ploy more forces to defend 
Kuwait There was a meeting at 
President Bfli Clinton’s na- 
tional security team at Camp 
David on Saturday, indicating 
that preparations for further 


military action may be under 
way. The US and Britain said 
after Operation Desert Fbx last 
year that any move by Iraq 
against its neighbours or its 
own people would trigger a re- 
sponse. General Anthony Zinni, 
the head of the US Central 
Command, said last week that 


any Iraqi assault on Shias in 
southern Iraq could be re- 
garded as a threat to Kuwait, 
opening the door for further in- 
tervention in Iraq. 

US aircraft attacked two 
Iraqi missile sites in the north- 
ern no-fly zone yesterday after 
they were targeted by radar 


sites near Mosul. It is just the 
latest in a series of such inci- 
dents, as Iraq challenges the le- 
gitimacy of the post-Gulf war 
settlement and the presence of 
allied aircraft in its skies. There 
have also been further intru- 
sions hy Iraqi aircraft into the 
no-fly zones, US officials said. 


If there is to be more military 
action, the likely window is 
after the end of Ramadan next 
week, by which time Mr Cohen 
will have returned from a trip 
to Asia, and the President is 
likely to be coming to the end 
of his impeachment trial in the 
US Senate. 
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White House team vow 
to fight every charge 


WHITE HOUSE lawyers cleared 
the way yesterday for the start 
of the Senate impeachment 
trial on Thursday, making 
known that they would contest 
the charges against President 
Bill Clinton but would not file to 
have them quashed at the out- 
set They dispatched a 13-page 
legal brief to the Senate to that 
effect at midday yesterday, as 
the deadline fora response to 
last week’s formal Senate sum- 
mons expired 
Making clear that the White 
House was giving no quarter, 
the brief said that Mr Clinton 
“denies each and every mate- 
rial allegation”, did not per- 
jure himself in his grand jury 
testimony about his relation- 
ship with Monica Lewinsky, 
and did not seek to obstruct jus- 
tice. “The charges in the two Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment," it said, 
“do not permit the conviction 
and removal from office of a 
duly elected President” 

It went on: “The articles do 
not rise to the level of ‘high 


By MARY Dejevsky 
in Washington 

crimes and misdemeanours’ 
as contemplated by the Found- 
ing Fathers and they do not sat- 
isfy the rigorous constitutional 
standard applied throughout 
our nation's history. Accord- 
ingly; the Articles of Impeach- 
ment should be dismissed." 

While the denials in the brief 
were strongly worded, the de- 
cision by the White House not 
to demand an immediate vote 
on dis missing the case was 
seen as a conciliatory move. It 
was judged to be in line with the 
statement of White House 
special counsel Gregory Craig, 
on Friday that the White House 
regarded the Senate proce- 
dures with “respect” and ap- 
preciated the bipartisan nature 
(a 100 to 0 vote) of the agree- 
ment on trial procedures. 

Over the past two weeks, the 
President’s legal team has 
made efforts to do nothing that 
would alienate the Senate, 
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Hillary Clinton holds a copy of a book on White House 
history daring the launch of a silver dollar featuring a 
former first lady, Dolly Madison Reuters 


which acts as jury in the im- 
peachment trial While Mr Clin- 
ton's lawyers are not 
demanding a vote to dismiss 
the charges before the trial 
opens, they are expected to sub- 
mit a motion for dismissal 
sometime thereafter- probably 
after the opening statements. 
It is at that time also that the 
prosecution is likely to submit 


a separate motion asking for 
witnesses to be summoned: an 
issue which divides the Senate 
along party lines. Either deci- 
sion would require a ample ma- 
jority, 51 votes, to pass. The 
balance of the Senate, where 
the Democrats have 45 seats 
out of 100, makes it unlikely that 
aviate to dismiss the case would 
succeed. 
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WHEN DEBORAH Lyons was 
arrested and charged 18 
months ago with setting fire to 
a luxury house in the Florida 
resort of St Petersburg, the 
case was treated as an inex- 
plicably destructive act by a 
woman of hitherto good repute. 

Prayers were said for her in 
black churches throughout the 
United States, and sympathy 
went out to her husband, the 
Rev Henry Lyons, one of the 
most prominent black church- 
man in the country. 

Within months, however; an 
hTwgtiga tinntiir ned up a money 
trail leading back to Mr Lyons 
who was - and still is - presi- 
dent of the National Baptist 
Convention, the largest 
organisation of black churches 
in the US. 


By Mary Dejevsky 

Yesterday, Mr Lyons, 56, 
went on trial charged with 
multiple counts of fraud 
accounting for millions of dol- 
lars. R transpired that white her 
husband was away from home 
Deborah Lyons, who was living 
in modest circumstances as 
befitted the wife of a church- 
man, had found the deeds to the 
St Petersburg house in Mr 
Lyons’ briefcase. 

Not onfy (fid it show that he 
owned the $700,000 (£433,000) 
house, but that be owned it 
jointly with another woman, 
Bernice Edwards, the public 
relations director of the 
National Baptist Convention. 

As Mrs Lyons admitted in 
court last year; she broke into 


the house, threw ho* husband’s 
suits around and lit a series of 
fires. She was sentenced to 
five years’ probation for arson. 

At the time, Mrs Lyons 
blamed her frenzy on a drink 
problem, and Mr Lyons said 
that his relationship with Ms 
Edwards was a purely business 
arrangement But within two 
months, police found that not 
only had Mr Lyons kept a mis- 
tress, but they had maintained 
an extravagant lifestyle funded 
by money that had been 
donated to the church. 

He was confirmed to have an 
illegitimate child and reports 
abounded of involvements with 
other women and lavish gifts. 

Among the specific charges 
against Mr Lyons is that he mis- 
appropriated more than 


$200,000 donated by the Jewish 
organisation B*nai BYith, which 
had been earmarked for the 
rebuilding black churches that 
had been burnt down. 

According to prosecutors, 
Mr Lyons used the money to 
buy the St Petersburg house, a 
Mercedes car and jewellery. 

Bernice Edwards is charged 
jointly with him and had an 
early plea for a separate trial 
turned down. 

Until his arrest last Febru- 
aiy, Mr Lyons had denied any 
criminal intent, but admitted 
wrongdoing. A year ago, he 
admitted at a televised news 
conference; “I have sinned. I 
am a preacher who has made 
serious errors in judgement" 

If convicted, he faces up to 
30 years in prison. 
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Murder-a-day 


Milan wants 


extra police 


AS EXTRAVAGANTLY dressed 
male models stalk the catwalk 
at this week's men's fashion 
shows in Milan, many resi- 
dents of the north Italian city 
fear it is becoming a capital of 
crime rather than style. 

Nine murders in the first 
nine days of this year as well as 
several gun battles and armed 
robberies have left the 
Milanese feeling defenceless 
and angry. 

The Prime Minister Massi- 
mo D'Alema, and the Interior 
Munstec Rosa Russo Jervolina 
are holding an emergency 
meeting in Milan with police, 
the mayor and regional chiefs 
today. Diego Mast of the Inte- 
rior Ministry: insisted yesterday 
that Milan would not become 
“like Chicago in the 1930s”. 
The conservative Forza Italia 
party led ty the former prime 
minister Silvio Berlusconi has 
called for the army to intervene, 
’•vhile newspapers say the gov- 
ernment is planning to send in 
an extra 800 police and securi- 
ty officers. 

Residents and businessmen 
are accusing the authorities of 
ignoring the decline in law and 
order, much of which they 
blame on illegal immigrants. 
Much of the bloodshed has in- 
volved foreign criminal gangs. 

However the violence is not 
limited to poorer outer 
surburbs and has struck the 
very heart of Milan. 

One of the killings that has 
most struck public opinion this 
year is that of 34-year-old 


By Frances Kennedy 
in Rome 


Ottavio Capalbo, who ran a 
family bar in a north-eastern 
suburb. 

Two masked gunmen, speak- 
ing with southern Italian ac- 
cents, pushed through the 
customers playing their 
weekly lottery numbers and 
demanded the takings. When 
Mr Capalbo tried to resist he 
was shot in the face and died in- 
stantly. His uncle, Gaetano, 
was wounded in the stomach 
and is in a grave condition. 

Twelve hours later, a 
Uruguayan was killed by two 
compatriots at his Milan home 
and, in the interim, party-goers 
in the buzzing Brera district 
dodged bullets as seven Croats, 
most of them with criminal 
records, began shooting in a 
dispute over drug profits. 

Among the other victims of 
the new year bloodshed were a 
bar owner and a newsagent 
killed in separate incidents in 
the early morning. 

Three of the victims were il- 
legal immigrants, a Brazilian, 
a Sri Lankan and an Albanian. 

Exasperated residents of 
the areas where pushers, pros- 
titutes and pimps operate are 
ready to take the law into their 
own hands. Some have formed 
neighbourhood committees 
and have taken to filming the 
crime that takes place on their 
doorsteps. 

In the first sax months of 1998, 
there was a43 percent rise in 


murders and a 22.6 per cent in- 
crease in armed robberies. 

On Friday, shop owners in 
one central street dosed vp and 
tookpartm a torchlight parade. 
A large protest rally has been 
called for tomorrow. “We fed 
unprotected and alone,” said a 
man laying a flower outside 
Ottavio Capalbo’s bar; where 
there were other bouquets and 
angry m essag es to the gov- 
ernment “The police are sim- 
ply not present and even by day 

you are not safe. It's not a 
question of racism but the crim- 
inals here are foreigners. If 
they’re arrested, they're bade 
on the street the next day” said 
an elderly woman. 

Magistrates have, for several 
years, warned of the increasing 
grip on the city of foreign crim- 
inal gangs - usually of Slav and 
North African origin. Overseas 
gangs have either pushed out 
- or cut deals with - the local 
mafia for the lucrative trade in 
arms, drugs and prostitution. 
Immigrants’ rights groups have 
voiced their fears that the fail- 
ure to combat crime will lead to 
xenophobia and penalise for- 
eigners living and working in 
Milan legally. 

On Saturday, the chief judge 
of Italy's highest court, Antonio 
La Torre, denounced an in- 
crease in crime nationwide 

He also admitted that the 
justice system was not working, 
adding that illegal immigra- 
tion was so “massive and obvi- 
ous that it represented a 
continuous invasion”. 


Hie body of Santa Poglisi, shot while praying at the tomb of her husband, a mafia boss. Sicily continues to be plagued by mafia violence Reuters 


Mafia suspects held for mass killing 


ITALIAN POLICE have ar- 
rested 17 suspected members 
of a mafia dan that it believes 
was behind a mass gangland 
killing in Sidty. . 

Five men were shot dead in 
less than a minute on 2 Janu- 
ary at a bar in a service station 
outside the provincial town of 
Vittoria, near Ragusa. Two of 
those killed were bystanders 
who had stopped for coffee 
and found themselves near 
the targets of the operation - 
three local bosses of the Mafia. 

The killings provoked wide- 
spread shock and anger The 
Prime Minister Massimo 
D’Al ema , called an emergency 


by Frances Kennedy 


law-and-ocder summit and the 
government announced plans to 
put more resources into Skaly. 

Those arrested were main- 
ly members of the Piscopo and 
Dominante clans, who are 
fighting for control of the 
drugs trade and extortion in 
Vittoria. They induded two 
farmers named Alessandro 
Piscopo, cousins aged 37 and 
39, who are believed to have 
ordered the revenge attack, 
and the brother of one of the 
bosses who was killed. 

Investigators in Catania say 
the killings were the result of 


a split within the Dominante 
dan, confirmed by a former 
local mafia member turned . 
state witness. 

“After the slaying we 
received reports and com- 
plaints from local business- 
men." one of the prosecutors 
said. 

“It’s an important sign 
because the criminal presence 
in Vittoria is very heavy and 
can only be broken if people 
find the courage to speak out." 

The president of the parlia- 
mentary Anti-Mafia Commis- 
sion, Ottaviano Del Turco. 
praised police and magis- 
trates for their swift action. 
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Police arresting Alessandro Piscopo in Sicily yesterday 
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Common sense in 
a crazy world 


j| It's simple. Borrowing through Phone A Loan means you 
| enjoy not only very affordable monthly repayments, but 
§ also a rote of interest making it easier for you lo 

p budget and plan ahead. For example, for only £138.13 a 
1 month, you could borrow £5,000 - repaid over 45 months 
| C12-5% APRJ-wbich means yot/1 only have to pay £6215.85. 
I And It won't cost you anything to mate a lump sum. or earty 
g repayment. With Phone A Loan you dedde how much you 
% want to pay. then you con either how much you 

| want to borrow (anything up to £15.000), or haw long 
| you want to take to pay the loan off (from 12 to 60 
! months]. So, if you're over 18 years of age with a good 
| credit history, try us. Call Phone A Loan Monday to Friday 


| 8.30am to 9.30pm, weekends 9am to 6pm. 


| To get £20*call free today 

0500 95 95 95 
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THE SUREST way to make 
friends in Russia -better even 
than being a ready drinking 
partner- is to keep ape L The 
Russians are as daft as the 
English when it comes to an- 
imals, perhaps more so if you 
consider the number of be- 
medalled pedigree hounds 
kept in cramped apartments 
where there is barely room to 
swing a cat So, whether you 
own a dog, a cat or a canary; 
you are quickly accepted as a 
member erf the community. 

My neighbours in Samot- 
echny Lane know me as Yele- 
na, or more often just Lena, 
but the entire Novoslobodsky 
(fistrict knows me as the “Eng- 
lish cat woman”. Likewise, i 
recognise members of the 
dog-walking fraternity as the 
“Alsatian man” or the “Aire- 
dale terrier bloke” and know 
the cat owners as the “Siam- 
ese woman”, the “tortoise- 
shell fellow” and so on. 

It all started when I lost 
Minky. Once, he had been a 
sweet flamingo-coloured kitten 
but after be became a castrato 
in the opera of the cats and ate 
the food the advertisements 
said he would have bought 
himself, he turned into a 
finidty and bloated beast Still, 

I was upset when he went 
missing and put up signs of- 
fering a gman reward to any- 
one who found him. 

The response was aston- 
ishing and not, I am sure, be- 
cause of the reward. Eveiy five 
minutes, the telephone would 
ring. “We have found a ginger 
cat Is it him?* I would go and 
look and of course, it was not 


Street life 

SAMOTECHNY LANE 
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How much is that tinned food in the window? 


Minky; who was an indescrib- 
able shade of pale gingei; 
more apricot really. Ginger 
cats would be brought to my 
door. It was amazing how 
many there were TO 2 never did 
find the runaway. 

This only increased the con- 
cern of the neighbours, who 
began searching for a re- 
placement cat A 1 4-year-old 
boy called Kirill gave me quite 
a good match for Minty, a mar- 
malade kitten whom we chris- 
tened Scootee But after a few 
weeks, he jumped over the 
balcony and seized his freedom. 

A retired KGB agent one of 
a group whom I had been 
helping to write their memoirs, 

revealed that he was cat-crazy 
and had 12 at home. He gave 


me one of them, a mushroom- 
coloured thing that turned out 
to be riddled with fleas, so I po- 
litely returned him. 

I was of a mind to try to live 
vrithout a cat But then one 
night, I saw with absolute dar- 
ity - 1 was not half asleep or 
drunk - a rat emerge horn the 

hole under the bath and scut- 
tle across toe kitchen floor The 
neighbours, naturally, had 
plenty of advice. 

Lyuba upstairs said I 
should call in the rat man, who 
would poison her “using 
coloured grains like Indian 
rice". Her husband said this 
was a terrible idea as the rat 
would just crawl away to die 
somewhere and stink for 
months under the floorboards. 


“Broken glass is the only an- 
swer;" said Tanya at number 
13. “Just spread broken glass 
around your flat, and the rat 
will go away because she will 
not want to cut her little feet" 

Fortunately, before it came 
to that, a new cat walked into 
my life, black as the ace of 
spades and promising to be 
lucky. I called him Blackjack. 
He did quite an efficient job. 
patrolling the passage be- 
tween bathroom and kitchen. 

Since it looked as if he was 
going to become a permanent 
fixture, I decided last week to 
can in the vet to give him a 
health check. An acquaintance 
had given me the telephone 
number of Raisa Ifovgepyevna. 
“She does not remember 
names but just tell her you are 
a friend of the blue Persian." 

Raisa Yevgenyevna arrived, 

neatly dressed like Miss 
Marple. She examined Black- 
jack, pronounced him in good 
condition and advised me not 
to spoil him with too much 

tinned meat As I paid her the 
300-rouble (£9) fee, I realised 
that she was glad of the busi- 
ness. “Since the economic cri- 
sis, pet owners cannot afford 
to pay me for a visit Instead, 

they ring up for a bit of free ad- 
vice. I cannot refuse. In many 


uieir animals for years. So 
a you know of any rich Russi- 
ans or foreigners with pets .. .” 

***$ if anybody asks, I 
will certainty recommend her 
1 will tell them to say they got 
the contact from the black cat 
to Samotechny Lane. 

Helen Womack 


. . . s’x .*4 

.r<5 

.-.-v 







JvuJj \£jf> 













J* J*J O' 


SEi**r 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Tuesday 12 Januan- 1599 


13 


SsnsS: 


justness & City Editor, Jeremy Warner 
News desk; 0171-293 2636 Eax‘ 0171-293 2098 

g-maiE IndyBusinessfaIndependentco.uk 


BUSINESS 


briefing 


* 

•^-’.r.erp p' ■' 

5 

"•? ifj a 

y f^JTV.-v. . . W 

-h r - ^tSsStS 

. n ; j-;.,. J 'erfcQ 

r;: : •- - &£*** 
• s c'Vv^ r4, «t 





?T-- 

*4 \ 


?*. ’ -sT - •> r^kai 



f . t ! •.■ 7:ii* .v„ 

iiling 


US Treasury may buy back debt 

1BE US Treasury said yesterday that it was considering re- 
: tiring some government debt with the proceeds of its rising 
. budget surplus. A spokesman underlined that the idea was “still 
,vwy much in an exploratory stage," but preparatory work was 
under way, he said 

The White House has said that the first priority is to shore 
up the country's social security system. Buybacks could use 
reverse auctions or purchases on the open market, he s>M 
33ie US ran a dollars $70bn surplus for Last year; and is head- 
w for closer to $80bn this year. 

Cornish tin mine back in action 



SOUTH CROFTY, the west Cornwall tin mine (pictured) 
which closed last summer with the loss of 300 jobs, reopened 
yesterday amid champagne celebrations. The new owner 
of the 2,600 foot deep pit, Welsh mining entrepreneur WUf 
Mughes, said be bad received job applications from as far 
mSeld as Brazil and South Africa. 

Ford extends production cuts 

FORD IS to extend production cutbacks at its Dagenham fac- 
tory because of confirmed slowdown in export sales. Dagen- 
ham , which produces the Fiesta and exports about 45 percent 
of output is to remain on a four-day week unt3 at least the 
end of next month. Meanwhile, Fiat confirmed it was in merg- 
er talks with two or three other car makers including Volvo. 
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BAT soars as City toasts 
£13bn Rothmans merger 


SHARES IN British American 
TbbacM soared by more than 15 
per cent yesterday as the stock 
market welcomed the group's 
surprise £l3bn merger with 
Rothmans International. 

The shares rose by 84p to 
625p while shares in Imperial To- 
bacco also rose as analysts pre- 
dicted a farther round of 
consolidation in the industry. 

Analysts praised the logic of 
the deal, which brings together 
the second and fourth largest to- 
bacco companies in the world. 
The combined group, which will 
be known as BAT will have a 
global market share of 16 per 
cent, within touching distance of 


BY NIGEL CORE 
Associate City Editor 

arch rival Philip Morris, which 
produces the Marlboro brand. 

The deal assembles a pow- 
erful portfolio of cigarette 
brands. BAT makes State Ex- 
press 555, Lucky Strike, Kent 
and Players as well as Benson 
& Hedges outside the UK Roth- 
mans makes Dunhill, Peter 
Sfayvesant and Winfield, as well 
as the Rothmans brand. 

BAT says the two companies 
are a good geographic and cul- 
tural fit with Rothmans enlarg- 
ing BAT’s exposure to the 
higher margin premium ciga- 


rette sector “It has always been 
an element of our strategy to be 
number one. This deal takes us 
dose with leading positions in 
many markets,’* said Ralph Ed- 
mondson. BAT’s director 

The City sees costs savings 
as the key benefit of the da*!. 
BAT anticipates £250m of annual 
savings at a one-off cost of 
£400m. This will lead to job loss- 
es although the group declined 
to specify how many or where 
they will £alL 

In the UK Rothmans employs 
around 1200 people in the North- 
east split evenly between Dar- 
lington and Tony Blair’s con- 
stituency of Spenneymore. BAT 


employs more than 1000 in 
Southampton and about 50 in 
001 % Northamptonshire. 

Jonathan Fell, a tobacco an- 
alyst at Merrill Lynda, said: “It 
gives BAT critical mass in a 
number of markets as well as of- 
fering scope for cost savings. It 
seems like an obvious deaL" 

Justin Urquart-Stewart of 
Barclays Stockbrokers added: 
“There is very little duplication. 
These are cash -cow businesses 
and if you cut out costs, partic- 
ularly in their growth areas, 
particularly in the third world, ifs 
a wholly logical move.” 

The deal is being effected via 
the Issue to Rothmans share- 


holders of 6(R3m ordinary BAT 
shares and 241.7m preference 
shares, which can be redeemed 
for a premium at a later date. 

Rothmans is owned fiy the 
Riohpmnrtf and Rpmhrand t fo *- 
ury goods companies, which 
are controlled by the South 
African Rupert family. They will 
emerge with 35 per cent of the 
enlarged BAT group although 
there is a standstill agreement 
under which they will only have 
25 per cent of the voting rights. 
The remaining 10 per cent will 
be held though non-voting pref- 
erence shares. Richemont in- 
cludes the luxury brands 
Cartiei; Mont-Blanc and Dunhill, 


which are held though its whol- 
ly-owned subsidiary, Vendome. 

Johann Rupert chief execu- 
tive of Richemont and Martin 
Broughton, BAT’s chief execu- 
tive, began discussions in No- 
vember Mr Broughton said the 
deal had been made possible by 
BAT'S de-mei-ger of its financial 
services interests to Allied 
Zurich last year Mr Rupert wel- 
comed the deal saying “it is bet- 
ter to be a re-struc hirer than a 
re-structuree". 

Mr Broughton will be chair- 
man of the enlarged group with 
Rothmans’ chief executive Bill 
Ryan becoming deputy manag- 
ing director 



Luxury goods 
dynasty with 
humble origins 


Johann Rupert, the South African chief executive of Richemont lighting a cigarette outside the British American 
Tobacco headquarters yesterday after the two companies announced a merger Reuters 


THE SOUTH African Rupert 
family, whose Richemont and 
Rembrandt companies will 
control a 35 per cent stake in 
BAT, is best known for its 
prestigious luxury goods em- 
pire. 

Richemont, which took full 
control of the \fendome luxury 
goods company lastyeai; is one 
of the world's leading jewellry 
and fashion groups with a stel- 
lar list of brands names in- 
cluding Alfred Dunhifi, Cartiei; 
Chloe, and Montblanc. 

But the family’s origins are 
more humble. The dynasty 
was started in 1941 by Anton 
Rupert the father of current 
chief executive Johann. 

He started out with a dry- 
cleaning business in South 
Africa before taking out a loan 
to start a tobacco company. Its 
main brand was Rembrandt 
which was later chosen as the 
name for one of the family’s 
controlling companies. 

The move into tobacco 
proved astute. The business 
prospered and in 1955 the 
young entrepreneur made his 
first foray overseas buying 
Rothmans, followed by Peter 
Sfayvesant 


BY NIGEL COPE 


His 48-year-old son Johann 
did not always wort: in the 
business. He started out as a 
merchant banker with Chase 
Manhattan and Lazard Freres 
in New York in the 1970s before 
returning to South Africa to 
found Rand Merchant Bank. 

A keen cricketer and rugby 
player in his younger days, 
Johann once said he was not 
too worried about winning but 
hated to lose. It is a philosophy 
that appears not to have been 
greatly challenged. 

In 1988 Johann master- 
minded the separation of Rem- 
brandt’s international 
interests into the Richemont 
companies in Switzerland and 
Luxembourg. 

He took Rothmans In- 
ternational private three years 
ago and merged it with Rem- 
brandt's southern African to- 
bacco interests. 

Vendome was created in 
1993 through the restructuring 
of Rothmans and DunhilL 

Last year Richemont 
bought out the minority share- 
holders in Vendome in a £ibn 
deal 


UK claws back 
EDF takeover 


THE £L9bn takeover of London 
Electricity by the state-owned 
group E3ectriritede France ran 
into trouble yesterday after the 
Government asked Brussels to 
hand bade responsibility for in- 
vestigating the deal to the UK 
competition authorities. 

Based on past cases where 
the European Commission has 
agreed to similar requests, there 
is a strong possibility of the 
EdF deal being referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission (MMO. 

The Department of frade 
and Industry said it had asked 
for authority to be handed back 
cm the grounds that the takeover 
last December raised public in- 
terest concerns and could distort 
competition in the UK electric- 
ity market. The takeover 
amounts to vertical integration 
since EdFalreatfy supplies 7 per 
cent of the UK electricity mar- 
ket through the cross-Channel 
interconnector 

This is the fourth time UK au- 
thorities have asked Brussels to 
cede authority to London, riling 
article nine of the EC Merger 
Regulation. This states that na- 
tional competition authorities 


By Michael Harrison 


can investigate a merger if it 
threatens to strengthen a dom- 
inant position or impede com- 
petition in a riigfinrt 1 - marlml'- 
In two of the three previous 
cases - GEHE’s bid for Lloyds 
ChemisteandtbeTbrniac-Steet- 
ley merger -Ihe deals were sub- 
sequently sent to the MMC. 

The Government has also in- 
voked the less-ofien used article 
21 of the merger regulations, 
which is normally only used to 
claim back responsibility for 
vetting mergers that involve na- 
tional security control of the 
media and the operation of fi- 
nancial institutions. 1 

The DTI has used the “pub- 
Ec interest" clause in the article, 
claiming the takeover raises 
concerns about the regulation of 
thedectridtysectcc The EC has 
three to four weeks to respond. 

A prolonged MMC investiga- 
tion would beablow to EdF since 
it made the £L9bn takeover un- 
concfitioual on regulatory clear- 
ance and has already paid 
London Electricity’s former 
ownei; US company Entergy. 

Outlook, page 15 


French group bids for ECC 


SHARES IN English China 
Clays jumped by 50 per cent to 
240.5p yesterday after the 
struggling clay and speciality 
chemicals group found itself on 
the receiving end of a hostile 
£68Qm cash fad from the larger 
and more diversified French 
building materials and miner- 
als group ImetaL 

The offer values ECC shares 
at 225p or 41 per cent above the 
market price at the close of 
trading last Friday. 

It came just five days after 
the French company gave ECC 
an ul timatum d emanding ac- 
ceptance of its offer within 48 
hours, which ECC rejected on 


By Clifford german 

the grounds that it gave insuf- 
ficient time for serious consid- 
eration. 

Imetal insists that the offer 
is not hostile, but the chief ex- 
ecutive officer; Patrick Kron, 
accused the ECC management 
of failing to exploit the tech- 
nology available to it failing to 
acquire cheap kaolin reserves 
in Brazil and failing to extract 
the necessary financial returns 
from Calgon. the speciality 
chemicals company ECC 
bought back in 1993. 

Combining the two compa- 
nies will double the size of 


Imetal’s own ceramics and pig- 
ments division, allowing it to im- 
prove the range of goods and 
services it offers to customers 
worldwide. 

Imetal would not spell out 
possible closures and disposals, 
but the bid premium can only 
be justified by the substantial 
savings a takeover could pro- 
vide, Mr Kron said. 

ECC's head office and the 
two companies' china day op- 
erations in Georgia are likely to 
suffer; while Calgon could be 
sold to the US-based Minerals 
Technology group. 

ECC is in the grip of a severe 
downturn in demand from the 


pottery and paper industries. 
Sales have fallen 5 per cent over 
the three years from 1995, op- 
erating profits are down 7.7 
per cent, pre-tax profits have 
fallen 10.6 per cent to a forecast 
£85m in the year just ended 

The dividend of I3p a share 
is thought to be safe, however; 
and the shares were yielding 
over 10 per cent at last week’s 
share price of I60p. 

Analysts yesterday took the 
view that 225p a share is too 
cheap. But most are forecast- 
ing a 10 per cent fall in earnings 
to 19.4p for 1998, recovering to 
2 Op tn 1999, but not regaining 
1997 levels until 2000. 


Goldman reshuffle revives float plan 


GOLDMAN SACHS’ senior part- 
ner Jon Corzine is to relinquish 
responsibility for the day-to-day 
management of the Vfoll Street 
investment bank, as part of a top 


to pave the way Cor a revival of 
stalled plans to float the business 
within the next few months, 
writes Andrew Garfield. 

Mr Corzine, the more senior 


of the two co-chief executives, 
says he wants to concentrate 
his efforts on getting the firm’s 
initial public offering (IPO) off 
the ground 

Sources say that with the 
New York stock market now 
surging to new highs and last 
autumn's share price collapse 
just a memory Goldman could 
be re^fy to go ahead with plans 


to sell 10-15 per cent of the busi- 
ness as early as this spring. 

The original plans for a $30bn 
IPO were shelved last Septem- 
ber after market turmoil wiped 
60 per cent off the value of New 
York broking firms' shares. 
Since then Mr Corzine has come 

under fire for alleged failure of 
nerve in cancelling the flotation 
when other firms went ahead 


Mr Corzine wifi become co- 
chairman along side Henry Paul- 
son, the other current co-chief 
executive, who from now on will 
also be sole chief executive. In ad- 
dition John Tfaain, chief financial 
officei; and John Thornton, long 
the most senior Goldman part- 
ner in Europe and now head of 
Asia, were named as co-chief 
operating officers. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


BLUE CHIPS were weighed down 
by worries that they had moved 
ahead too quickly and cautious 
comments from a clutch of groups, 
inrinriing the conglomerate 
Ibmkins. Footsie fell 62.2 points to 
6,985; at one time it was up 39.3. 
Supporting indices made single- 
figure gains. 

Tomkins, the weakest Footsie 
constituent, lost l3p to 228J>p; 
British American Tobacco, 
following its takeover of rival 
Ro thmans International, jumped 
84p to 625p. Derek Pain, page 17 


NEW YORK 


US STOCKS retreated from Fri- 
day's record highs, with con- 
cerns over Brazil weighing 
heavily on investors. At lunch- 
time. the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was down 6&85 points at 
9579.47, a fall of 0.66 per cent. 

Franklin Morton at Ariel Capi- 
tal Management said: “Shares 
rose too far too fast in a remark- 
able week in the market” Tech- 
nology stocks, however, 
continued to find favour Gains by 
Intel helped lift the Nasdaq 
Composite 9.13 points to 235&S4. 




TOKYO 


JAPAN’S STOCK market had a 
mhmri day’s trading as investors 
digested the impact of the yen’s 
continued rise against the dollar. 
The Nikkei closed marginally down 
on the day, falling 23.33 points, or 
02 per ceot to 13,368.48. 

Howevec major exporters, such 
as Sony and Tbyota, saw marked 
falls in their share prices amid con- 
emus that a stronger yen would hit 
overseas earnings. Shares in Sony 
dosed down 70 yen at 7,470, while 
Tbyota fell 80 yen to 2,770. 




Mr 


m A SAO PAULO 


Brazilian share prices were 
sharply lower in eariy afternoon 
trade amid persistent worries over 
the nation’s financial health. The 
Bovespa index was trading down 
more than 7 per cent at 6304.64 as in- 
vestors continued to digest the de- 
cision by Minas Gerais, the Brazilian 
state, to default on debt payments to 
the government The market was 
also unnerved by heavy dollar flight 
from Brazil, negative trade balance 
data and uncertainty over interest 
rate policy, according to traders. 
One said: “The market remains 


FRANKFURT 


Leading Goman stocks fell amid re- 
newed concerns of slowing econom- 
ic growth. The benchmark DaxXetra 
Index dosed down 104.05 points - or 
1.94 percentage points - at 5266.46. 

Key fallers induded financial 
stocks, with sentiment knockedhy re- 
ports that profits at Dresdner’s in- 
vestment banking decision declined 
by 25 per cent last yean Retail stocks 
were also hit over worries that slow- 
ing consumer spending would dent 
profits. Shares in Metro AG, Eu- 
rope’s biggest retailer fell 4.04 euros 
to 67.7 following a series of broker 
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News Analysis: London may be losing out already in the fight for dominance among European exchanges 


Battle 
for euro 
control 
begins 


THE FIRST few days of the 
euro's life have set competing 
financial centres scrambling 
to become the dominant 
market-place for new euro- 
denominated financial instru- 
ments. 

Many traders believe that 
the market-places which prove 
most popular in the euro's early 
days will maintain this position 
as the months and years roll on. 

Hence the distress shown by 
French financial institutions 
at the failure of French gov- 
ernment bonds to attract as 
much investor attention as 
their German equivalents. Last 
week, the French exchanges 
were shaken by news that 
turnover in German bonds bad 
been 10 times that of French 
bonds. 

And hence the eagerness of 
the competing pan-European 
indices - the FTSE Eurotop and 
the Dow Jones Stoxx - to 
establish themselves as the 
equity 1 index benchmark in the 
minds of potential investors. 

The last few days have seen 
reports that Clearset, the 
French clearing house, is try- 
ing to muscle in on the London 
Clearing House's dominant po- 
sition in the European govern- 
ment bond markets. 

Most attention has been 
focused on the battle between 
London and Brussels to set the 
key benchmark reference rates 
for European money markets. 
To date. London has been 
trounced by Brussels, and 
some fear this could spell the 
beginning of the end of the 
City’s dominance of the Euro- 
pean financial markets. 

Fbr the last decade, the ref- 
erence rate set by the British 
Bankers’ Association here in 
London - now known as Euro 
Libor - has been the bench- 


By Lea Paterson 


mark fbr trade in major Euro- 
pean derivative contracts. How- 
ever; since the euro's launch, 
continental banks have been 
shunning Euro Libor and turn- 
ing to Euriboc a new reference 
rate fix- money market deals set 
by the Brussels-based Euro- 
pean Banking Federation. 

Although senior figures in 
the City maintain it would be 
premature to admit defeat, 
most traders believe Brussels' 
Euribor has already won the 
battle. 

Trading volumes to date 
show that Euribor -essentially 
an average of borrowing rates 
of a group of European banks 
- is proving immensely popular 
It is estimated that, since the 
beginning of the yean between 
60 and 80 per cent of interest 
rate swaps have been based on 
Euribor rather than London's 
Euro Libor. 

As Ed Condon, head of de- 
rivatives at the investment 
bank Credit Suisse First Boston 
i CSFB), put it, "The market will 
determine the benchmark rate, 
and right now it seems that it 
is telling us that it is Euribor." 

Less dear-cut, however: is 
whether the markets' passion 
for Euribor is sustainable. 
“There's clearly been a pref- 
erence so far for Euribor;" ad- 
mitted one City figure, “but 
this initial burst of enthusi- 
asm. for the Euribor could sim- 
ply be pent-up demand." 

Simon Hills, a director of the 
British Bankers' Association 
remarked: “So far. there has 
been pressure on mainland 
European banks to use Euribor. 
We're going to have to wait fbr 
the brouhaha to die down 
before we can really tell what's 
going on." 



EURIBOR WINS INTEREST RATES BATTLE 


contracts traded 


January 

1999 

3mth Euribor 
UFFe/Eurex 

3mth Euro Libor 
Liffe/Eurex 

3mh Euromark 
LifftyEurex 

Monday 4 

50/11,650 

0/0 

159,864/69 

Tuesday 5 

554/15,810 

3/0 

209.864/408 

Wednesday 6 

0/8,037 

35/0 

176,000/0 

Thursday 7 

0/16.679 

358/0 

220,184/0 

Friday 8 

0/16,679 

O/O 

269366/0 


Although the official City 
line may be that it is far too soon 
to sound the death knell fbr 
Euro Libor, it is difficult to find 
anyone on the trading floor 
who agrees, leaders who deal 
with the competing reference 
rates on a daily basis are con- 
vinced that Euribor has al~ 
ready won. 

According to one trader at a 
leading investment bank “All 
the market is looking for is to 
establish a single credible 


benchmark, lb say there is 
pent-up demand is wrong. 
There has been political pres- 
sure for the European h anks to 
use Euribor and this pressure 
will continue." 

Even life, London’s finan- 
cial futures exchange and tra- 
ditionally a supporter of all 
things British, seems to be 
distancing itself from the Lon- 
don-based Euro Libor. At the 
end of last year, Life an- 
nounced that It would be 


referencing its heavily traded 
Euromark and Eurolira con- 
tracts to Euro Libor Now the 
exchange admits that “market 
conditions" could force it to 
switch to Euribor instead. 

leaders argue that market 
participants value liquidity 
above all else. Competing 
ben chmar ks are bad for 
liquidity because trading vol- 
umes are split between {Effer- 
ent markets. 

This means, traders say that 
whichever reference rate 
proves most popular in the ini- 
tial weeks of trade will become 
the benchmark fra* the industry 
Hence the attention paid by the 
City to the relative perfor- 
mance of the two rates - as well 
as to other competing euro 
benchmarks such as the 
French and the German gov- 
ernment bonds and the Euro- 
top and the Stoxx equity indices 
- since the euro’s launch. 

Not surprisingly, therefore, 
many of the key benchmarks for 
the new euro financial instru- 


ments have already been set 
Euribor seems to have effec- 
tively established itself as the 
benchmark European money 
market rate. Goman govern- 
ment bonds, not French bonds, 
will be the benchmark in the 
new euro-zone. 

For Stoxx versus FTSE Eu- 
rotop, the picture is less dear- 
cut, but most traders believe 
that the FTSE indices have 
the upper hand. 

This does not all necessari- 
tyspefl disaster far national ex- 
changes - it simply means that 
they have to move quickly to 
adapt to changin g investor de- 
mands. 

If ffie French exchanges, for 
example, fail to realise that 
French bonds and French 
bond-based contracts are less 
appealing to investors than 
German bonds, then they are 
bound to lose out 

The same goes for Life - 
which arguably has the most to 
lose from the switch from Euro 
Ubor to Euribor. A failure to 


offer sufficient Euribor-refer- 
enced contracts could see trade 
migrate to life's arch-rival, the 
Eurex exchange, formerly 
known as the Deutsche Ter- 
minborse. 

Indeed, the speed with 
which trade in the German 
government bond future (the 
Bund) migrated from Life to 
Eurex shows how quickly mar- 
kets can move if investors 
believe there is a better deal to 
be had elsewhere. 

As Mr Hills at the BBA put 
it “Although personalty I would 
like to see the Euro Libor be- 
come the benchmark, I don't 
think it would be disastrous for 
London if it doesn't. It would 
only be a disaster if our finan- 
cial creativity did not allow us 
to create new contracts." 

Put simply, the market has 
already chosen many of the 
benchmarkproducts it wants to 
see traded after the birth of the 
euro. The challenge for the 
national exchanges is to re- 
spond to market demand 


Financial 
sector set 
for job 
losses and 
slowdown 

By Andrew Garfield 

Financial Editor 


BRITAIN’S FINANCIAL sector ‘ 
expects a sharp slowdown in 
business and significant job 
losses in the first quarter of this 
year, according to the latest 
survey of the sector by the k 

Confederation of British In- 
ring fry and consultants Priee- 
WaterhouseCoopers. 

The biggest losses are falling 
in the general insurance sedan 
where mergers such as Com- . 
merrial Union-General Acci- 
dent last year and the flood of - 
new competition are leading to 
substantial job losses. 

Banks too are seeing signff- 
icant contraction. Angns Hfcanp, ‘ 
senior banking partner at 
PrireWateriaouseCoopers, said 
thiswasEketytointmrifyasthe 
euro throws mto relief the price 
differentials between Britain 
and the Continent 

He also warned that the 
hankin g review headed by the 
forn^teleauiKwaJ^idogrka 
C nrifeshank will put pressure on 
banks to cut prices in some 
areas. 

“British banks employ a lot * 
of people compared to their & ; 
counterparts in continental " 
Europe," he said “The British 
hanking sector is more prof- 
itable but whether it is more 
efficient has to be tested On 
some measures, for example, 
people per assets. British 
b anks are less efficient” 

The one surprise of the sur- 
vey was the securities firms at 
the heartofthe City of London, 
which have seen a sharp re- 
bound in confidence compared 
with the last quarter of 1998 after 
the financial markets turmolL 

According to the survey, op- 
timism has seen the sharpest’^, 
bounce-bark since March 1991, • 
with a substantial recovery in 
business volume, commission 
income, trading income and 
overall profitability. 

However, the level of em- 
ployment fell, reflecting the 
rapid response of big trading 
banks Eke Merrill Lynch and Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney to the 
profits dip. Haweva; the job cuts 
were in specific areas like fixed 
Income and enraging markets, 
rather than across the board 
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Decline in factory 
output continues * 


IN Brief 

Record year for 
Airbus Industrie 

AIRBUS INDUSTRIE, the 
European aircraft 
manufacturer; yesterday 
announced that 1998 had been 
another record sales year 
with orders for 556 jets worth 
$39bn. Production levels are 
increasing by 30 per cent this 
year to 290 aircraft and to 317 
aircraft in 2000. The four- 
nation consortium, in which 
British Aerospace has a 20 
per cent stake, said it did not 
expect to complete the 
transformation to a single 
corporate entity until autumn. 

Kwik-Fit tumbles 

SHARES IN auto-repairs 
group Kwik-Fit Holdings 
tumbled after a warning from 
the company that trading in 
December had not seen its 
usual seasonal uplift from bad 
driving conditions. The stock 
- which on Friday was near 
record levels of over 580p set 
in May 1998 - dropped 73 jp to 
462p. Kwik-Fifs broking 
adviser WestLB Panmure cut 
its 1999 pre-tax profit forecast 
to £57m from 

ISMM takeover 

DENNIS THE MENACE, 

Homer Simpson and Darth 
Vaderare due to sign up to 
the World Cup squad in a 
£20m transfer deal. Swiss- 
based ISMM Investments, 
owner of marketing rights to 
the Wbrld Cup, is set to take 1 
over UK character licensing 
company Copyright 
Promotions Group, creating 
one of the Largest sports and 
entertainment licensing 
companies in the world. The 
£20m price tag represents a 
premium of 20.9 per cent to 
CPG’s share price on Friday. 

Field in bid talks 


FACTORY OUTPUT fell in No- 
vember for the fourth month 
running, and prices charged at 
the factory gate in December 
were fiat for the first time in 
nearly forty years, according to 
official figures yesterday. 

A separate survey from the 
British Retail Consortium, 
backed by mixed trading state- 
ments from retailers, suggest- 
ed Christmas on the high street 
was disappointing, although 
sales had surged in the new year 

But the gloom has not over- 
taken the rest of the economy. 
GDP scraped a 0.1 per cent in- 
crease in the final three months 
of 1998, according to an estimate 
from the National Institute of 
Economic and Social Research. 
And the Institute of Directors re- 
ported a modest improvement 
in general business optimism in 
its quarterly survey. 

Some economists still reck- 
on official figures due next week 
win show the economy fiat, at 
best, at the end of last year 
There was support fbr this in the 
new estimate of the trend in 
manufacturing from the Office 


By Diane Coyle 
and Michael Harrison 

of National Statistics, revised 
from min us i per cent to minus 
2 percent 

However; most experts still 
agree that, with luck, the British 
economy will escape a full- 
blown recession. Ruth Lea, 
head of policy at the Institute of 
Directors, said: “In the early 
1990s it was a recession made 
at home. If we do have one as 
tbe decade ends, it will be be- 
cause of what happens abroad." 

Manufacturing output fell 0.2 
per cent in November; and 1.1 
per cent in the latest three 
months. The steepest falls oc- 
curred in textiles, basic metals 
and machine tools. Output 
climbed in industries such as 
electrical engineering which 
indudes computers, and chem- 
icals. 

Prices charged at the facto- 
ry gate were flat in December 
for the first time since March 
1960. “Core” output prices 
dropped by a record 0.6 per cent 

during the month. Prices paid by 


manufacturers for raw materi- 
als fell 1.2 percent driven by an 
11.4 per cent drop in fed prices. 

A gloomy note was also 
struck by the British Retail 
Consortium, whose monthly 
survey reported a small pick-i?) 
in sales growth in December: 
Tbtal sales growth was up to 2.6 
per cent from 2.4 per cent, and 
like-for-like sales were flat after 
a fall of 0.4 per cent in the year 
to November. 

Tbe survey was accompanied 
by a mixed set of Christmas 
trading statements. The mete’s 
fashion group, Austin Reed, re- 
ported a 12 per cent decline in 
like-for-like sales in the six 
months to 31 January and an- 
nounced the closure of a shirt 
factory in County Donegal wither 
the loss of 136 jobs. 

Austin Reed said trading 
since Christmas was proving 
“exceptionally difficult" and 
added that pre-tax profits for flie 
year to 31 January would only 
come in at £fen to ffi sm against 
analysts’ forecasts of £9m. 

There was more upbeat 
news, however; from a string of 
niche retailers. The book re- 
tailer: Ottaker’s, sakltifae-for-Ske 
sales over the six-week period 
to 2 January were 6.3 per cent 
higher while Majestic Wine re- 
ported a 2.7 per cent rise fbr the 
nine weeks from 3 November 

Merchant Retail said like- 
for-like sales across its Per- 
fume Shop chain were up by 9 
per cent and in Jop lings, its 
North-east-based department 
store chain, by 4.7 per cent 
Meanwhile, the supermarket 
chain Morrison said Eke-for4ike 
sales were 5.3 per cent higher 
in the five weeks to 3 January 


GROWTH IN MANUFACTURING OUTPUT 



LEADING CARTONS and 
lab e l s maker Field Group 
yesterday confirmed it was in 
bid talks. Shares in the 
group, whose performance 
has stalled recently, rocketed 
as analysts were mystified 
about the identity of the 
Ameraham-based group’s 
suitor. Shares jumped 55p to 
28L5p, adding 24 per cent to 
Field’s market value. 


Name Turnover (£) 

Copyright Pro umfiw a Grp (I) 10.73m (9.12ml 

Dams BacMeal (F) 67.57m (B125m) 

FyflesfF) ffn 35b (1320) 

Huh Group (F) 3.46m (3.10m) 

PlMUrtmTadmotott (1) 994m(B6.S7) 

mUBtfiBBStF) 1037Bm 110.860m) 

HCO HoMlngx (F) 57.530m [55.510m) 

SoomteBrafF) SLMflm (5.199m) 

Sotma (1) 20.603m (20513m) 

[F] - Final (1) - Interim 
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Dividend 
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Forget the ethics, look at the money 
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ETHICAL INVESTMENT doesn’t 
pay, it would seem. The tobacco in- 
dustry is still many people's 
favourite bogey, a medically proven 
killer and sometimes liar; but fol- 
lowing settlement of most out- 
standing litigation in the US, boy 
has it also become the City’s 
favourite glamour stock. 

Most astonishing has been the 
transformation brought about at 
BAT Industries. For years. BAT's 
chosen strategy was aggressively 
to diversify away from the dreaded 
weed, taking the company into a se- 
ries of dull but reliable alternatives. 
Fine, that was the accepted way for 
companies in pariah industries in 
those days. 

However, even after conglomer- 
ates started to become unfashion- 
able, BAT largely refused to accept 
the demerger and divestment case, 
insisting that no value would be cre- 
ated by going this route. An ulti- 
mately fruitless breakup bid from 
Sir James Goldsmith and associ- 
ates failed to shake BAT's faith in 
the multi-faceted business group. 

It's hard to be definite about 
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Outlook 


when the scales finally fell from the 
company's eyes, but under the pre- 
sent chairman, Martin Broughton. 
BAT has embraced the stock mar- 
ket's favourite mantra of ''demerge, 
focus and consolidate" with a suc- 
cess which almost defies belief. 
From beyond the grave. Sir James 
will be toasting his own foresight. 
What has been accomplished over 
the last year is a corporate re- 
structuring of textbook perfection 
and eloquence. 

First came the demerger of 
BAT's insurance interests and their 


simultaneous consolidation with 
Zurich Insurance to create a new 
pan-European insurance goliath. 
The merger of the remaining to- 
bacco operations with Rothmans to 
form a cigarette company on a par 
with Philip Morris of the US com- 
pletes the process. Along the way 
BAT has created untold share- 
holder value. 

At the end of August, just before 
the insurance demerger, BAT In- 
dustries shares were trading at 500p 
each. Today shares in British Amer- 
ican Tobacco alone are worth 626p. 
To that must be added the value of 
a share in Allied Zurich of 987p. The 
effective rise in value has therefore 
been more than three-fold. Few de- 
mergers and subsequent consoli- 
dations can be said to have paid off 
so handsomely. 

The industrial logic of BAT's 
latest piece of restructuring, the 
merger with Rothmans, seems 
hard to fault, though the creation of 
a company with 16 per cent of the 
world cigarette market and domi- 
nance in 55 countries makes the 
mind boggle. The only obvious fly 


in the ointment is that in so doing, 
BAT adds a powerful minorify 
sharehoider with 35 per cent of its 
capital. Persuading the South 
African Rupert family to take a third 
of this holding in non-voting stock 
only partially solves the problem. 

At this stage, the two sides speak 
in unison on strategy and man- 
agement. but the trouble with big 
minority shareholders with sub- 
stantial business interests else- 
where is that they are not always 
prone to remain that way. 

Still for the time being all is 
sweetness and light and share- 
holders must thank their lucky 
stars that Johann Rupert proved as 
pliable as he did. 

Like most modern trends, the big 
corporation's fondness for the glob- 
al mega-merger started in the US. 
Intriguingly, however, many of the 
most recent instances were bom in 
Britain - Diageo to create a group 
with approaching 20 per cent of the 
world branded spirits market, BTR 
and Siebe, and BP Amoco. Virtual- 
ly unnoticed. Blue Circle has also 
through acquisition accumulated a 


huge chunk of the world cement 
market 

Many of these mergers are mo- 
nopolistic in intent - an attempt to 
recreate local market dominance on 
a global scale. But they are also a 
response to the intensify of in- 
ternational competition as indus- 
tries become progressively global 
in nature, and as such cannot be dis- 
missed as entirely a bad thing. 
From this perspective, they seem 
more a product of corporate weak- 
ness than strength. Certainly we 
seem destined to see a lot more of 
them. 

French folly 

THE FRENCH won the bid battle for 
London Electricity with some niffy 
Gallic footwork. Having paid over 
the cash. Electricity de France 
then hopped back over the Channel 
assuming that the deal would sail 
through the regulatory authorities. 
It has now had a nasty shock. 

So sure was EdF that the deal 
would foil to Europe to vet that it 


persuaded the Brussels bureau- 
crats to waive the rules which nor- 
mally prevent unconditional bids 
being tabled Now the new Tfcade 
Secretary Stephen Byers has 
rather upset the apple cart by re- 
questing that jurisdiction to vet 
the deal be handed back to the UK. 

These are not the kind of re- 
quests that national competition au- 
thorities often make, nor are they 
the sort that Brussels often refus- 
es. The one thing that EdF knows 
for sure is that it will get a rougher 
ride in London than Brussels. 

Mr Byers' predecessor Peter 
Mandelson, had already made it 
plain that he was not impressed by 
the way that the cross-Channel in- 
terconnector acts as a one-way 
street to pump subsidised nuclear 
power into Britain at the expense 
of coaL NorfsEdF's case improved 
by the foct that it is bid-proof. 

A six-month monopolies inves- 
tigation looks to be the least that 
EdF can expect followed by a set 
ol conditions which redress the 
imbalance. If so, it will not be the 
first company to discover that sec- 


ond-guessing the regulators can be 
a risky business. As Bass, Lad- 
broke, To mkin s and PowerGen 
have all discovered to their cost it 
pays to ask for permission first 

Post secrets 

FOR AS long as anyone can re- 
member: the Post Office has banged 
on about the need to be treated like 
any other commercial organisa- 
tion. Sadly when it came to what was 
breathlessly described as its biggest 
announcement in 30 years, it fell 
lamentably short of the standards 
of disclosure such status requires. 

we are not allowed to know how 
much the Post Office has paid for 
German Parcel what its profits 
and debts are; how the deal has been 
finan ced, or the effect on Post Of- 
fice's balance sheet. Commercial in 
confidence, old boy. No wonder its 
private sector competitors fear the 
worst, and no wonder, with such a 
culture of secrecy the Post Office is 
destined to stay forever in the pub- 
lic sector. 


Post Office under fire for 
German Parcel purchase 


■ A : rHE POST OFFICES £350m ac- 

: juisitkm of German Parcel its 
irst major overseas expansion, 

- r.: "an into flak yesterday after a 

ival parcel operator warned it 
would complain to the Brussels 
.' competition authorities over 
he financing of the deal 
1- Meanwhile, the Commons 

■ t; . (Fade and Industry Select Com- 
rvi-.nittee called on the Govem- 
s/nent to clarify what the Post 

Office's borrowing powers woe 
.-following the agreement last 
. - flc.-nth to give it greater com- 
• . ‘*?rtial freedom. 

.1 John Roberts, chief executive 

- if the Post Office, would not dis- 
^ . -lose how much it had paid for 

' toman Parcel the country’s 
, 3urth largest postal operator 


by Michael Harrison 

with sales of £250m a year and 
7 per cent of the market, nor how 
much profit it made. He said the 
deal had been funded out of the 
Post Office's own reserves, com- 
mercial borrowings and money 
borrowed from the Government 
at commercial rates. 

But the privately-owned par- 
cel operator UPS said it planned 
to complain about the deal to the 
European Commission and ac- 
cused the Post Office of funding 
the purchase out of its monop- 
oly Royal Mail profits. 

A spokesman, Anton van der 
Lander; said that if Parcdforce, 
the Post Office’s own parcel 
business, was a stand-alone 


commercial business, it would 
not have been able to borrow 
£3 00m to finance the deaL 

The deal also gives the Post 
Office a 23 per cent sharehold- 
ing in General Parcel a much 
bigger international parcel op- 
erator with sales of £2bn. The 
stake is owned by German Par- 
ceL 

Mr Roberts would not be 
drawn on whether the Post Of- 
fice planned to increase its 
stake in General Parcel but he 
said it intended to hold discus- 
sions with the other sharehold- 
ers, the next biggest of which is 
United Carriers. 

The new Secretary of State 
forTrade and Industry Stephen 
Byers, welcomed the deal 


Change to Interest Rates. 

With effect from the start of business on 12th January 1999 the following Business Cheoue, Deposit and 
Lenoine rates are applicable to foe accounts set out below: 

NEW 


■ — — 


OLD 
AER %■ 

OLD 

GROSS 

AER NEW 

V GROSS V 

NEW 

NET %"* 



Business Investment Account - 

Da.id monthly 




£250,000+ 

5.01 

30 dav notice account 

4.90 

4.75 

4.65 

3.72 

>2 ^ ' :J‘ li J 

£100,000-249.999 

4.96 

4.85 

4.70 

4.60 

3.68 

V 

£25.000-99.999 

4.70 

4.60 

4.44 

4.35 

3.48 


£10,000-24.999 

4.18 

4.10 

3.92 

3.85 

3.08 

-I.SIJJ.I ■Kt VC jfTt. 

>r r l~ f: '^s. • 
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l-SJ -9.999 

1.26 1.25 3.00 

Premier Interest Account - raid monthlv 

1.00 

0.80 




14 dav notice account 





£250.000+ 

4.91 

4.80 

4.65 

4.55 

3.64 


£100,000-249.999 

4 70 

4.60 

4.44 

4.35 

3.48 


£25,000-99,999 

4.44 

4.35 

4.18 

4.10 

3.28 


£10,000-24,999 

4.02 

3.95 

3.76 

3.70 

2.96 

• -- 

£1-9,999 

2.78 

2.75 

2.53 

2.50 

2.00 

• • • : • - 


Business Call Account - oaid monthly 



•• 

£250,000+ 

3.35 

3.30 

3.09 

3.05 

2.44 


£50.000-249,999 

3.14 

3.10 

2.89 

2.85 

2.28 


£10,000-49,999 

2. 78 

2.75 

2.53 

2.50 

2.00 

- --j 

£1,000-9,999 

2.48 

2.45 

2.22 

2.20 

1.76 

- * "*f 

£1-999 

2.22 

2.20 

1.97 

1.95 

1.56 



Practice Call Account - oaid Quarterly 




£1 + 

4.37 

4.30 

4.11 

4.05 

3.24 



Designated Clients Account - raid Quarterly 



• - 

£100.000+ 

4.37 

4.30 

3.96 

3.90 

3.12 


£50,000-99,999 

4.27 

4.20 

3.96 

3.90 

3.12 


£10,000-49.999 

4.01 

3.95 

3.60 

3.55 

2.84 

■ " • . 

£2,000-9.999 

2.93 

2.90 

2.68 

2.65 

2.12 

. • 

£1-1,999 

1.10 

1.10 

0.85 

0.85 

0.68 


1 

Schools Banking Account - raid Quarterly 




£1 + 

4.11 

4.05 

3.85 

3.80 

3.04 



Caoital Reserve Account' - oaid Quarterly 



• '' 
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- *i 

£250,000+ 

4.89 

4.80 

4.63 

4.55 

3.64 

■ '"i? 

£100.000-249.999 

£50.000-99.999 

£10,000-49,999 
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4.68 

4.42 

4.01 

3.49 

4.60 

4.35 

3.95 

3.45 

4.42 

4.16 

3.75 

3.24 

4.35 

4.10 

3.70 

3.20 

3.48 

3.28 

2.96 

2.56 



Business Interest Cheoue Account* 

-paid quarterly 



£250.000+ 

2.63 

2.60 

2.37 

2.35 

1 .SB 

.1 . V 

£100.000-249,999 

2.17 

2.15 

1.91 

1.90 

1.52 

■ l-.r 

£50,000-99.999 

£10,000-49.999 

£2,000-9^99 

£1-1,999 

1.71 

1.36 

1.05 

0.80 

1.70 

1.35 

1.05 

0.80 

1.46 

1.00 

0.75 

0.50 

1.45 

1.00 

0.75 

0.50 

1.16 

0.80 

0.60 

0.40 



BICA for Charities" - raid ouarterlv 




£1 + 

2.63 

2.60 

2.37 

2.35 

1.88 

ANNUAL 

’ p m ' r . 



Flexible Business Loan 


RATE ‘*o 


Standard 

Special 

Preferential 


Business Overdraft 



11.64 

9.48 

9.00 


Managed A 

Managed B 

Managed C 

Managed 0 





11.28 

10.20 

9.12 

8.64 
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Shares hit as dollar falls further against yen 


THE DOLLAR weakened against 
the yen for the ninth day running 
yesterday declining to its lowest 
level since August 1996. It fell as 
low as Y10EL53 from ¥110.85 on 
Friday, writes Diane Coyle. 

Fears that Japanese in- 
vestors might be withdrawing 
fends from the US ahead of the 


end of the financial year on 
31 March, combined with jitters 
about the Brazilian rescue 
package, also hit share prices. 
Although the decline was lim- 
ited by a fresh surge in tech- 
nology stocks, the Dow Jones 
index was down nearly 65 
points at 9578.7 by mid-morning 


The weakness spilled over to 
London, where the FTSE-100 
index ended above its lows but 
Still down 62 points at 6,085. 

Alan Greenspan, the US 
Federal Reserve chairman, told 
a meeting of central bank gov- 
ernors in Hong Kong that he 
thought any slowdown in the 


US economy would be rela- 
tively moderate. 

Even so, with Japan's central 
bank governor telling a meet- 
ing of tiie Bank for International 
Settlements that Japan's econ- 
omy has bottomed out, market 
sentiment shifted against the 
dollar. Koji Tanami, Japan's 


vice-finance minister, said yes- 
terday the US had a "sense of 
crisis" about Brazil It was the 
latest in a stream of official 
Japanese comments which 
have helped weaken the dollar. 

Shar ps rn Rr aril ft41 fi ppr rant 

yesterday ahead ofa key vote on 
tax increases in Congress. 
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capability " Microsoft Windows 9S * l? 1 ' monitor 
Ex. Vat Inc.Vat From 

£889 £1045 X 


.Suooort Pack ; 3 years next business dan j £216 
I K54S3A ' i 


Or have the BT Highway 'Instant Office 
PC including: 

* Microsoft GfFics SBE - BT Speedway ISDN card 
Ex'.Vat Inc.Vat . From 

£1099 £1292 

Ideal companions for HP Brio PCs 


HP OfficeJet IJ75C csjsja 
■ Professional colour printing, copying, 



'jc, inning & ccmmur.icadng, All-in-One * Flatbed 
design * Print speed: - up to Sppm black £ white 
- up to Sppm colour * Recommended usage: up 
to 21000 pages per month ' PC assisted fating 


From Ex.Vat Inc.Vat 

From 

"■ ■ •• ■ 

£595 £699 

67p 

per day 

•* . «- 

Support Pack : express Excnunce 

H5X75A 

! E740 | 

: 







HP Colorado SGS Cnv, CaJise. Big 

enough 


to cope with most hard drives, provides fast 
backup with less downtime and is a cost-effective 
way to protect large amounts of data. 

■ Capacity: up to SGB compressed * PeiTo-irance: 
sustained transfer rate of 3 5 -55 B/min ute. 

- Parallel port connection ■ internal mod el also 
available * Supports 'Win 3-X. Win SS/98 and Win NT 

From Ex.Vat Inc.Vat From 

£159 £187 A' 


pentlum a ]T 


To butj now, or for more information CALI : 

0990 47 47 47 E 5 S n 

VISIT: V.-WW i: jc i (- cot,-, j. -....M . j-olc Contact you- HP Connect Hcr-cUc 


HP 620LX Colour Palmtop rtasc* 
incredible power tnet fits in your pocket! The HP 
S20LX Colour Palmtop with Microsoft 'Windows 
CE 2.0 is the ideal companion for HP PCs. 
it brings greater productivity to today's mobile 
professionals. 

. • 256 Vivid Colour Display • MS windows CE 20 
* IbMB Memory • 13.6 x 10.2 x 3. 6cm 
’ 5S6g (with batturiesl 

From Ex.Vat Inc.Vat From 

£429 £499 rTL 

.Support Pack lixprcss Exchange iT30 } 

I H 5471 A , i 
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Perverse bears 
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Investment: Textiles group warns that profits will be 12 per cent down 

Courtaulds hit hard Shifts 

Pscg into 


get upper hand clothing downturn 

WORRIES THAT shares had — stituents, Calling 34p to 987p. 1/ 

run ahead too quickly over- MARKET Profit caution then took a 

whelmed a rousing round of RcpPiPT haDd TtMnld n* * c buns to courtaulds textiles yes- By Andrew Garfield executive, said the UK busi- the Asia-Pacific region Sales in 
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WORRIES THAT shares had 
run ahead too quickly over- 
whelmed a rousing round of 
corporate activity, leaving 
Footsie 62.2 points off at 6.085. 

Normally a deluge of bids 
and deals would send shares 
soaring. But the stock market 
seemed intent on displaying its 
more perverse instincts, al- 
lowing a stream of profit warn- 
ings and nervousness in New 
\brk to dominate its approach. 
So the bear argument won the 
day and profit takers got the 
upper hand. 

British American Tobacco, 
following its descent on the 
once quoted Rothmans In- 
ternationa] cigarette group, 
lit up 84p to 625 p, and English 
China Clays, the minerals 
group, jumped 82£p to 242.5p 
after rejecting a 225p a share 
cash offer from ImetaJ of 
France. 

Enterprise Oil and Lasmo 
were more subdued as merg- 
er talks between the two 
groups were confirmed. In the 
weak oil environment the two 
are, in effect cuddling togeth- 
er to keep warm. While Lasmo 
managed a modest lJL25p gain 


Moves are thought to be 
afoot to give a new lease 
of life to loss-making 
Versatile, with its system 
for painting on glass. The 
shares have cracked from 
4p to 0.75p since arriving 
on the market two years 
ago. 

There is talk that the 
glass business will be 
hived off, possibly with 
father and son directors 
■Les and Nick Easton 
buying it The rump would 
be left as a cash-rich shell. 


from near its year's low to 
106fip, Enterprise fell 5p to 
27Bp, its lowest for more than 
five years. Whether the strug- 
gling ral groups will, after their 
hostile encounter four years 
ago, enjoy a cosy merger re- 
mains to be seen. Some expect 
ENL the Italian group, to in- 
tervene. 

The BAT deal puffed Im- 
perial Tobacco 7p higher to 
64Qp but left GaDaher down 3p 
at 405J>p. 

A dutch of under-card 
shares joined the take over 
party. Field, the packaging 
group, rose 55p to 281 3p after 
reporting a bid approach; Sin- 
clair Montrose Healthcare 
stalked about a “number of ap- 
fjroaches’’ and rose 23p to 
I36.5p and Copyright, the 
merchandising group, gained 
20p to I27.5p after agreeing a 
I30p a share offer 

Regal Hotels was un- 
changed at 31p on its £42 -5m 
acquisition of County Hotels 
and Marston Thompson & 
Evershed slipped 5p to 297.5p 



DEREK 

Pain 


as Wolverhampton & Dudley 
Breweries, not surprisingly 
rejected its PacMan attack. 

Rumours also abounded 
Cordiant, the advertising 
group, denied bid speculation 
but the shares romped ahead 
23.5p to I46p; Sears, on talk of 
a cash hand out as part of its 
defence against high street 
entrepreneur Philip Green, 
strengthened 34p to 2fi9p. 

On-Line jumped I3p to 
29 .5p although it said it could 
not account for the rise, and 
Brent International, the 
chemical group where talks 
are on, hardened 10.5p to HOp 
on rumours that a 140p a share 
offer had been agreed. 

First Leisure shot ahead 
30J>p to232paa stories swirled 
that bid action was about to 
erupt But Vickers, the engi- 
neer failed to respond to week- 
end reports that its tank 
division would merge with 
Giat, the state-owned French 


share price, pence 
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group. The shares shaded L5p 
tol67p. 

There was even a merger in 
the sedate investment trust 
world. Two Aberdeen trusts - 
New Dawn and Emerging 
Asia - are getting together. 
Emerging Asia rose 3.75p to 
26.25p; New Dawn dropped 
05p to H2£p. 

The market had started 
with a solid gain, reflecting 
New Vorks Friday peak. But 
worries about insurers and 
banks, and fears telecoms bad 
shot ahead of the game erod- 
ed confidence. Allied Zurich, 
the insurer demerged from 
BAT last yean was one of the 
worst performing Footsie con- 


Price-rigging 

investigation 

THE LONDON Metal 
Exchange has launched an 
investigation into possible 
price-rigging in the 
aluminium market, it was 
announced yesterday. The 
LME is concerned about the 
development of spot prices 
M' al uminium, some of which 
are now higher than futures 
prices, suggesting that the 
market may be being 
manipulated. The LME said 
it was concerned “about the 
apparent artifical tightness 
in the market". 


IN BRIEF 

Hopes of Volvo 
merger dashed 

SHARES OF Swedish vehicle 
maker; Volvo, slumped five 
per cent to close at 217 
crowns in Stockholm 
yesterday after the company 
dashed hopes of an imminent 
merger with Italian car giant. 
Fiat 

Volvo said that Fiat was 
onty one of several companies 
with which discussions were 
attring place and stressed that 
the talks were part of a wide- 
ranging review of options. 


stituents, falling 34p to 987p. 

Profit caution then took a 
hand. Tomkins, the buns to 
guns conglomerate, made 
downbeat noises with its fig- 
ures and promptly fell I3p to 
228Jjp. Others erring on the 
side of caution included Kwik- 
Fit, the tyres and exhausts 
group, which reversed 735p to 
462p; Courtaulds Textiles 13p 
to 160p; Paterson Zochonis 
I9p to 3425p and Austin Reed, 

l,5p at 84p. 

It was not, however, all one- 
way traffic Shining through 
the trading gloom were Wro 
Morrison, the supermarket 
chain, up I0.5p to 307.5p, and 
TJ Hughes 6p to 1 7*L5p. Book 
seller Ottakar*s; pub chain 
SFI and wine group Majestic 
foiled to impress the market 
with reports of improved fes- 
tive trading. 

Dixons, ahead of tomor- 
row’s interim figures, rose23p 
to 88lp and Reuters, given a 
push by Salomon Smith Bar- 
ney, firmed 13.5p to 762^jp. 

The mid cap index rose 5.6 
to 4,982 and the small cap 7.7 
to 2,141.5. Thmovei; although 
not reaching some of the ex- 


EASY5CREEN, which 
provides dealing systems 
for futures and options 
traders, arrived with a 
splash on the fringe, 
lightly-regulated Ofex 
share market. 

The price rose 43p to 
210p. The company, 
formed last summer, is 
valued at almost £!3m. But 
it is a thin market with 
directors accounting for 60 
per cent of the capital and 
a single shareholder with 
25 per cent. 


otic levels hit last week, was a 
respectable near 900 million 
shares. 

Caradon, the buildmg ma- 
terials group, fell L5p to 103 fip 
as an institutional sharehold- 
er placed stock. But HSBC 
turned more positive, sug- 
gesting a 170p break up value 
and a I35p target price. 

KS Bkwnedix, a fledgling 
drugs group, jumped 205p to 
299fip on suggestions that it is 
on the verge of producing key 
trial data. The market got hold 
of a story that KS had carried 
out successful tests on its 
osteo -arthritis and rheuma- 
toid arthritis treatments. 

Middlesex, with metal in- 
terests in Russia, finned 05p 
to L75p as chairman Lord 
Owen added 2L5 million shares 
to his collection, taking his 
stake to 0.80 per cent The 
shares have been as high as 
9.25p; highest in the past year 
is5.5p. 

SEAQ VOL: 893.8M 
SEAQ TRADES: 78,423 


“What I know is that there are 
no digfniBsinns in the final 
stage. As for as T know 
jnothing concrete has come 
out” Volvo deputy board 
member Lars-Erik Berg 
said. Volvo shares had risen by 
40 per cent in recent weeks on 
the back of takeover rumours, 
but Berg said that the 
company has been involved in 
talks which ranged from co- 
operation at a failriy low level 
to major deals. 

Elsehwcre in Europe auto 
shares dosed weakler 
erasing the gains tha t had 
been acheived on hopes of 
industry consolidation. 


COURTAULDS TEXTILES yes- 
terday warned that profits for 
1998 would be down 12 per 
cent on the previous year fol- 
lowing a dismal autumn for 
UK clothing sales. 

Action already taken to re- 
duce costs and bring production 
into line with substantially 
lower demand in the second 
half will result in an exceptional 
charge of Him being taken 
against profits for 1998 when 
they are announced on 11 
March, the company said yes- 
terday in a trading statement 

The latest charge includes 
£5m for the Claremont busi- 
ness acquired in September for 
£4&3m, where Courtaulds an- 
nounced in December that it was 
cutting 1220 jobs. The remain- 
der is to cover plant dosures al- 
ready announced elsewhere. 

Profit before tax and excep- 
tional items is expected to be 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

£36 m, down from £4 1.2m and 
below market forecasts. The 
company said operating profits 
had been hit by the decision to 
cut output to meet falling de- 
mand and excess stocks. 

Analysts said that the down- 
beat statement reflects the 
continued gloom on the hi gh 
street where clothing retailers, 
including Marks & Spencer 
which accounts for around 4 per 
cent of Courtaulds' sales, are 
struggling. 

The disappointment at yes- 
terday’s news was compound- 
ed by the feet that profits before 
tax at the half-year stage were 
20 per cent up on the first half 
of 1997 at £i2.lm. The group 
traditionally makes two- thirds 
of its profits in the second half. 

Colin Dyer; Courtaulds' chief 


executive, said the UK busi- 
nesses started the autumn with 
healthy order books but by 
year-end sales were signifi- 
cantly lower than expected. 

Mr Dyer refused to rule out 
further cutbacks in the UK in 
the event of demand remaining 
weak this yean 

“We’ve nothing planned for 
the moment But we are watch- 
ing veiy carefully to see how 
consumer confidence settles 
down.” 

He added, however: -Over 
the longer term there is a move 
from higher cost countries to 
lower cost countries." 

International markets gen- 
erally remained stronger than 
the UK Courtaulds’ French 
lingerie business benefited 
from improved product ranges 
and lower costs, but lace suf- 
fered from weaker demand and 
lower exports from Europe to 


the Asia-Pacific region Sales in 
the US were strong. 

Duncan Hall, an analyst at 
the stockbroker Wise Speke, 
said: “The figures are not sub- 
stantially below where people 
were. The picture is more what 
happens in 1999. Courtaulds are 
being very cautious." 

Howevei; the jury is still out 
on whether the slump in de- 
mand in the second half of 1998 
is a temporary phenomenon, 
reflecting weaker consumer 
confidence generally, or the 
result of a more permanent 
shift in consumer tastes. 

Mr H all said that the impact 
on the industry was far-reaching, 
with weavers and dye manu- 
facturers suffering a severe 
downturn in demand, leading to 
widespread cuts in production 
and plant closures. 

Courtaulds' shares fell I3p to 
IfiOp. 


Tomkins issues profits warning 


By Clifford german 

TOMKINS, the diversified in- 
dustrial group, yesterday is- 
sued a cautionary profits 
warning with Us results for the 
six months to the end of Octo- 
ber; which more than offset in- 
creases in sales, profits and 
dividends. 

Sales rose 6 per cent and prof- 
its were up 2 percent to £220.lm 
before deducting an exception' 
al charge of £40m. The interim 
dividend has been increased 
from 35p to 4p, but the profits 
were slightly below most City 
forecasts. The shares, which 
touched 378p last March, shed 
13p to 228J>p. 

Greg Hutchings, Tomkins’ 
executive chairman, is confident 
that the company’s inherent 
strengths will deliver a satis- 
factory result for the full yean 
But trading operations have be- 
come more challenging since 
die year end, and market con- 
ditions allow few opportunities 
for price increases. 

The industrial and automo- 
tive division is suffering from 
falling demand, and growth in 
the current year to the end of 


Markec v3lue.E2.72bn. share price 228. Sp (-13p) 
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April is unlikefy to match the 
previous yean when profits grew 
by 15 per cent 

Pbod manufacturing, which is 
strongest in the UK and France, 
continues to expand and sales 
erf frozen bakery products to Mc- 


Donalds, Marks & Spencer and 
Pizza Hut have doubled in the 
last two years. Demand for con- 
struction components, which 
sell primarily in the US, re- 
mains steady- Orders far com- 
ponents from US car 


companies, including replace- 
ment parts and new vehicles, re- 
mains satisfactory. 

Gates, the group's specialist 
supplier of power transmissions 
and hoses in the US, grew sales 
by 4 per cent 

But the industrial sector is 

w eakening and cns tnmftr s in the 
agricultural construction engi- 
neering and paper and packag- 
ing are cutting back. 

In the past two years 
Tomkins has sold 22 companies 
and spent £750m an acquisitions. 
Gearing remains low at 15 per 
cent and Tomkins' strategy of 
actively acquiring new busi- 
nesses and disposing of under- 
performing pieces continues to 
meet with approval in the City 

Profits forecasts for the cur- 
rent year have held up well 
over the past year; with the 
consensus down only slightly to 
£53 Om until yesterday. 

But in the light of the latest 
figures one analyst yesterday 
downgraded profits for the full 
year from £523m to around 
£510m and earnings per share 
of 24p. This compared with M1- 
year profits of J500.4m and earn- 
ings of 23p in 1997-98. 


the red 


By Peter Thai. Larsen 

PACE MICRO TECHNOLOGY, 
the supplier of television de- 
coders, yesterday appeared to 
draw a line under its troubled 
past when it returned to profit 
and painted a rosy picture of its 
prospects in the digital televi- 
sion age. 

In the half year to the end of 
November: Pace reported a pre- 
tax profit of £5.55m, compared 
to a disastrous loss of £ 12.5m in 
the same period last year on 

turnover up 14 per cent at £99m. 

The figures coincide with 
the launch of digital television 
in the UK - the first country in 
the world to adopt the new 
standard. Pace is supplying 
boxes to both British Sky 
Broadcasting and ONdigital 
the rival television groups. 

During the period Pace 
shipped 600,000 boxes, of which 
400,000 were digital. However, 
the more expensive digital 
boxes accounted for 86 per cent 
of Pace’s revenues. 

They were also more prof- 
itable. Gross profit margins in- 
creased to 25.9 per cent, 
although Macolm Miller, the 
chief executive, immediately 
warned that margins would be 
squeezed as competitors such 
as Philips and Sony increased 
production. 

However Pace is already 
looking ahead The company ex- 
pects to supply 100.000 boxes to 
both Cable & Wireless Com- 
munications and NTL, the cable 
operators, who are launching 
their digital offerings this year. 

The CWC box, which Pace 
developed with Cisco, the US 
giant, could also help Pace win 
customers in the US. 

The results helped Pace’s re- 
habilitation in the City, after a 
few years of disastrous share 
price performance. Although 
the shares yesterday dipped 
2p to 9l.5p on profit-taking, an- 
alysts were upgrading their 
full-year profit forecasts to 
£i4m. 

“They have a leading position 
in a market that is taking off so 
you’ve got to support them," one 
analyst said. “But you can be 
sure it’s not going to be a 
smooth ride.” 


Camel racing is a winner for Tarmac 


BUILDING CAMEL racetracks is 
set to become a big revenue 
earner for Sir Neville Simms* 
Thnnaclhe British contractor 
is just putting tiie finishing 
touches to a state-of-the art 
track, 23 kilometres long, just 
outside the city of Dubai 

Apparently the appeal of 
watching up to 30 camels ridden 
by teenage jockeys romping 
around a track is growing fast 
in the Middle-east The sport 
also has a fayal firflowing in Aus- 
tralia and the US, according to 
a Tarmac spokesman. 

More than 200 workmen 
from the Al Elrttaim Tarmac 
team have spent three months 
levelling hundreds of sand 
dunes and shifting half a million 
cubic metres of sand to create 
the trade on behalf of the na- 
tional cultural heritage depart- 
ment of Dubai and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

So, any chance of camel rac- 
ing replacing the 2^0 at Kemp- 
ton Park back home, I ask? “I 
don’t know about that,” said a 
Tarmac spokesman at its West 
Midlands head office. 

“Although it looks like there 


People and business 

By John Willcock 


are already a couple of camels 
running at the Wolverhampton 


ALAN GREENSPAN'S visit to 
Hong Kong for a central 
bankers’ conference got off to an 
acrimonious start yesterday as 
local critics of the government 
questioned why the chairman erf 
the US Federal Reserve gets 
paid less than a quarter of his 
Hong Kong equivalent 
Mr Greenspan gets $137,600 
(£83,394) a year Joseph Yam, 
head of the Hong Kong Mone- 
tary Authority, trousers over 
US$lm (£606,000) a year 
Yet while Mr Greenspan is re- 
sponsible for the health of the 
world's l argest economy - and 
indirectly the whole world econ- 
omy - Mr Yam oversees the al- 
most automatic Hong Kong 
currency board system that 
merely pegs the local dollar to 
the US doUar 


“Yam makes seven-times 
Greenspan's salary IPs ridicu- 
lous,” said Sin-mlng Shaw, a 
columnist and one of the few 
Hong Kong people ever to raise 
the issue publicly. Mr Shaw, 
head of Shaw Investments, 
thinks Hong Kong people are re- 
luctant to offend so powerful a 
figure as the monetary chief 
By comparison, Eddie 
George at our own Bank of Eng- 
land struggles by on £227,000 a 
year. Wim Duiseuherg’s re- 
ward for being president of the 
European Central Bank has 
not yet been made public. Per- 
haps Mr Yam should copy the 
European Union's example and 
keep vulgar topics like top peo- 
ple’s pay under wraps. 

A VETERAN of British Leytamfs 
worst years of strikes and union 
mayhem in the early 1970s has 
been appointed to run Europe's 
most productive car plant 



Alan Greenspan: earns 
$137,600 (£83,394) a year 

John Cushnaghan is suc- 
ceeding Sir Ian Gibson as 
managing director of Nissan's 
Sunderland plant Mr Cush- 
naghan saved as senior in- 
dustrial relations officer at the 
Cowley assembly plant in 1974 
before becoming one of the 
Japanese company's first 
British recruits in 1984. 

The Widnes born and edu- 
cated rugby fanatic recalls 
there were several strikes while 
he was manning the front line 


at Cowley, a job he got as “part 
of my management, training 1 '. 
“It was a time when industrial 
relations at Leyland plants were 
at an all time low," he s^ys. 

When he joined Nissan with 
Sir Ian, however, they were 
given “a blank sheet of paper 
There was going to be ab- 
solutely zero demarcation - 
everything was going to be flex- 
ible," he says. 

Outside work he is a rugby 
nut, having played scrum half 
for Widnes Rugby Union Club 
- “although that's a long time 
ago now,” he sighs. Like British 
Leyland. 

ERIC BARNES, joint deputy 
chairman of Great Universal 
Stores <GUS>. the home shop- 
ping and Argos giant, has joined 
the board of Nottingham Forest 

Mr Barnes, 66, lives in the 
Nottingham area and is head of 
Experian, GUS's information 
services arm, which is also 
based in the city. Mr Barnes will 
be helping the’ club’s manager 
Ron Atkinson in his attempt to 
lift Fbrest from the bottom place 
in the English Premiership. 
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OFT investigation: Premier League insists that clubs must make television deals together - or the game will suffer 

Consumer heaven or football hell? 


The Case 


trrr-^L ' % BY NICK HARRIS 

. IF THE Premier League loses its 
landmark court case against the 
Office of Fair Trading, which starts in 
London this morning and wflj last for 
; . up to Jburmonths,footbaBwffl change 

forever The case will essentially 
concentrate oq whether football dubs 
should make television deals indi- 
vidually or be allowed to continue to 
negotiate collectively, as they do now, 

: under the umbrella of the League. 

” Depending on whose pictureofthe 

future you believe - and both will be 
; . presented to ajudgc who wiD decide 
y . the case - an OFT win could either 
. see the game charging headlong 
towards chaos, confusion and ulti- 
mately ruin, or entering a new age of 
consumer heaven where everyone’s 
.. footballing appetites will be well- 

catered for at an affordable price. 

By implication or cfirect argument 
„ the League will present a grim 
- £ image of the country's richest clubs 
being forced by law to make 
individual television agreements 
T against their will. The logical 
extension of this, it will imply will be 
fixture disruption, sport dominated 
by broadcasters not sportsmen, and 
an ever-growing gulf between the big 
clubs and the smalL A few years 
down the line, the League wHI imply, 
a small elite will dominate football 
’ " and the remainder wifi be left to rot 
Mike Lee. a League spokesman, 
said yesterday that these outcomes 
were all possibilities but the core 
issue is that the OFT is seeking to 
end collective bargaining - where- 
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The country's richest 
clubs might be forced by 
law to make indimdual 
television agreements 
against their will 


by the League sells television rights 
on behalf of its 20 members for the 
good of the League as a whole - 
without heeding the implications. 

“That's why this case is so funda- 
mental,” Lee said. “[Collective bar- 
_ gaining} is the productof a democratic 
agreement” be added, explaining 
delights are sold coflechvefy because 
it is precisely what the chibs them- 
selves want “The Premier League 
rule that provides for collective 
. licensing is being challenged" 

.. Iff, There is no doubting football’s 
’ 'importance to the broadcasters - 
' Sky’s initiai expansion was driven by 
its football coverage while Match of 
the Day remains a BBC staple - and 
vice versa - through the huge funds 
football acquires from rights. Yfet 
Mike Lee maintains that the League 
' - not television - should remain the 
game's driving force. 

“Only the governing body looking 
; at all aspects erf the game [primarily 
„ fixtures and the needs of both dubs 
„ and fans ], working with all the clubs, 
is in the best position [to oversee tele- 
vision deals!,” he added. 

The OFT wffl argue that this is not 
the case and will say the public is 
being short-changed as a resuit of 
" the way that television deals for Pre- 
mier League matches are currently 
done. It will argue that the public 
does not have access to a wide 
enough range of Premier League 
football on television because the 
MLeague - along with Sky TV and the 
’’ *BBC, the League’s two allies in the 
case - is acting against the public 
interest by selling and buying rights 
on a collective basis. 

It will argue that in an informa- 
tion age at the dawn of the digital 
revolution and in an era of wide- 
spread use of new technologies 
such as the Internet, there is plen- 
ty of scope to offer football sup- 
porters more choice over how to 
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Parc of the FA Cup final - Sunderland 3 Prescon Morch End 1 - shown on television (die fledgling BBC) for the first time 

1938 

FA Cup final shown live for the first time by BBC who pay five guineas for the rights. Preston beat Huddersfield 1-0. 

1955 

Sports Special launched by the BBC which occasionally shows edited highlights of international matches and FA Cup games. 

1960 

I TV becomes the first channel to show a Football League game when it broadcasts the First Division match between Blackpool and Bolton. 

1964 

BBC2 launches Match of the Day. - 45 minutes of highlights on a Saturday night, ft proves so successful it is moved to BBC1 to attract higher •/, 

ratings. ^ 

1968 

FA Cup final shown In colour for the first time. West Brom beat Everton 1 -0 after extra time. 

1979 

JTVs attempted “Snatch of the Day” is blocked by the courts. BBC and 1TV consequently sign a joint contract, worth £2. 3m a year, to televise ' : 

*• ••’ football over four years. 

1983 

BBC and fTV renew Joint contract for £5.2m over two years. Football is shown on a Sunday for the first time by ITV screening Tottenham ; ■ c 

against Nottingham Forest on 2 October. The audience is five million. 

1986 y 

BBC and TTV sign joint contract worth £6.2m over two seasons to screen 14 live League games per year. 

, 1988 S 

TV secures live League and Littlewoods Cup rights (21 live matches per season in total) for four years for £44m. ■ 

1992 ••••> * 

Sky signs five-year deal worth £192m to show 60 Premier League games per season. The BBC also signs a five-year deal to secure highlights .*$ 
far Match of Che Day. The deal, including overseas rights. Is worth a total of £304m to the Premier League. ? f 

1996 ' \ 

Sky signs a new four-year deal for £670m to show 60 Premier League games per season. BBC signs a four-year highlights deal for £73m. /, 
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the Players 


1999 

The OFT court case examining the current Premier League/Sky/BBC deals starts. 
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view the game. Each season. Sky 
currently shows 60 live Premiership 
games of the 380 played and the BBC 
has the rights to screen the high- 
lights, mainly on Match cf the Day. 
The OFT will argue that, in theory, 
all games could be screened live: 
regional broadcasters might be 
interested in showing matches in 
their vicinity as might clubs wanting 
to provide a service for their sup- 
porters. The OFTs core point, in 
business terms, will be that the 
current situation is a cartel and that 
cartels lead to lack of choice, lack of 
innovation and high prices. 

The two sides, over the next 12 to 
16 weeks, will call on a variety of wit- 
nesses from the worlds of football, 
business and broadcasting. The 
daily proceedings are likely to be less 
than rivetting, but the outcome will 
be of huge significance. Expert opin- 
ion is divided over which way the ver- 
dict will go. And the implications wiD 
be for reaching, not only for football 
in particular but for sport in general 
- especially rugby and cricket 

All this is a for cry from the days 
when the BBC paid five guineas to 
screen the FA Cup final and there 
were more people inside Wembley 
Stadium than watching the match at 
home via the fledgling medium of 
television. As recently as 1979, sea- 
sonal rights for top-level football 
cost little more than £2m and even 
a fterarip ago, that fi gure was rm high- 
er than £llm. The existing Sky/BBC 
deal is worth more than £743m over 
four years to the Premier League 


and the next - to be negotiated in 
2000 and to come into play a year 
later - is likely to see more than Obn 
paid if secured by the same parties. 

With such high stakes, the out- 
come of the case that starts today 
takes on an even greater signifi- 
cance. At the moment, the League 
splits 50 per cent of the Sky/BBC 
money equally between its mem- 
bers, allocates 25 per cent on the 
basis of merit at the end of each sea- 
son, and gives the remaining quar- 
ter in “facilitation" fees (dependent 
on the number of television ap- 
pearances'!. 

If the OFT wins the case, the 
League argues that a free-for-all will 
follow, with its member dubs likely 
to be swallowed up by television 
companies. The Arsenals and Man- 
chester Uni teds are sure to be- 
come richer still - and are making 
contingency plans for this eventu- 
ality by seeking advice on how they 
could benefit most if the OFT wins 
- while the Wimbledons and 
Southamptons will find it ever hard- 
er to compete in an already difficult 
environment. 

It is hard to fault the OFTs case in 
business terms, but for the good of foot- 
ball it is hard to oppose the League's 
standpoint Never mind that it has 
started to consider its own place man 
open market (perhaps as controller of 
its own digital television station). And 
nev^miml the inmy in opposing a sit- 
uation which could lead to the kind trf 
breakaway engineered by itself when 
splitting from the Fbotball League. 


When sharing the spoils 
works for common good 


SUNDAY’S NFL play-off victory by the 
Dallas Cowbqys will have bran ac- 
companied by the customary sound 
of ringing tills yesterday, as sup- 
porters celebrated by indulging in 
America’s other national pastime of 
going shopping. 

The Cowboys’ success will have 
further increased their dominant 
market share but, however marry 
coffee mugs and pennants they sell, 
they will not mate a cent more than 
an unheralded team like the Indi- 
anapolis Colts. Neither wiD “Amer- 
ica’s team” derive commensurate 
benefit from their attractiveness to 
television and radio, nor Grom Sun- 
day’s customary full-house. 

This is because the NFL, the na- 
tional sport of the world's most cap- 
italist country, is a socialist 
organisation. Virtually all income, 
Grom the sale of media rights and 
merchandise to gate receipts, is 
shared 30 ways. This, plus the draft 
and the salary cap - which spreads 
the available talent across the NFL 
- means every team has a chance 
evoyyeai; as this year’s surge to the 
“semi-finals" by the once-hapless 
New York Jets underlines. 

Whereas most US companies are 


Comment 


By Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 

trying to wipe out their rivals, NFL 
dubs and the American government 
recognise that sport is different 
without competition it cannot exist 

As today's court case between the 
Office of Fair Trading and the Pre- 
mier League illustrates, this logic 
has not made much of an impact in 
Europe, with the result that only a 
handful of teams start the season 
with a realistic chance of winning 
their respective titles. But while the 
Premier League allows clubs to 
keep their own merchandise and 
gate income, and largely ignores the 
impoverished Nationwide League 
clubs, it does at least ensure some 
division of the spoils by collectively 
negotiating television income. This 
has enabled clubs tike Derby and 
Leicester to establish themselves in 
the Premiership, and challenge for 
the minor honours and places in Eu- 
rope. Should the OFT win this ease, 
such ambitions will be in jeopardy. 

The big dubs cannot lose, what- 


ever the resutt of this case. The likes 
of Manchester United, Arsenal and 
Liverpool are already dominant and 
Ibis wiD merely increase their power 
BSkyB cannot lose either if the Pre- 
mier League win*, the satellite com- 
pany will retain a monopoly on live 
coverage (and probably the Don’s 
share of any future deal); if the OFT 
wins, BSkyB can concentrate on 
screening Manchester United, as- 
suming their takeover goes through. 

Everyone else, espetiafly the bulk 
of supporters, will lose. They may be 
able to watch their dubs more often 
but unless they support one of the 
giants, there wfll be less reason to do 
so. It would also lead to an acceler- 
ation in the development of pay-per- 
view TV and a European league. 

If the government is serious 
about keeping the “people’s game” 
for the people, it should introduce 
legislation enshrining the clubs' 
right to negotiate collectively instead 
of allowing the OFT to challenge it. 
In return, the game should be forced 
to surrender 20 per cent of that in- 
come for grass-roots development 

Just as the best teams work to- 
gether for the common good, so 
should the game. 




TV free-for-all could lead to a breakaway 




COMPARED TO Rupert Murdoch’s 
controversial takeover of Man- 
chester United, the Office of Fair 
Trading’s case against the Premier 
League has received almost no at- 
tention. That is surprising, be- 
cause the landm ark court case 
has much wider implications for the 
fixture of the multi-million pound in- 
dustry that is British footbalL 

Indeed. Sky would probably have 

never felt the need to spend £623m 
jtf its shareholders' money on Man- 
tester United if it was no t worried 
that the case could end its stran- 
glehold on the rights to screen top 
football matches - a major reason 
for its phenomenal success over the 
past six years. 

If the OFT wins its case, how- 
ever, Manchester United will only 
be the first club to end up m the 
hands of large corporate owners- 
provided the Monopolies and Merg- 


the Future 


by Peter thallabsen 

ers Commission clears the deal. 
NTL, the US cable television op- 
erator has already secured an op- 
tion to buy Newcastle United. And 
media giants such as Carlton, Time 
Warner and United News & Media 
are all poised to pounce. 

This rush of corporate interest 
is down to broadcasting rights. If 
the OFT wins, each Premier 
League club will be free to negoti- 
ate its own television deal And buy- 
ing the club is the best way for 
broadcasters to make sure the 
rights are tied up for good. 

According to the OFTs oppo- 
nents - of which Sky, in orientally, 
if one - this free-for-all will open up 
a huge wealth gap. The largest 


dubs will tie up all the juidest 
deals, helped by the introduction of 
pay-per-view technology, while 
smaller clubs will struggle to find 
anyone interested in their rights. 

The results could be disastrous. 
Contrary to popular belief, the 
country’s 20 largest dubs are col- 
lectively not a rich bunch. Accord- 
ing to Deloitte & Touche, the 
accountancy firm, the Premier 
League dubs reported a combined 
£9.5m loss in the 1996-97 season. 
Some smaller dubs are already 
struggling to cope with players’ 
soaring wage demands. With the 
loss of a few million pounds a year 
of guaranteed income from Sky, so 
the argument goes, some dubs 

COUld be fodng financial min 

However, the argument is not 
that simple. Mark Oliver, a partner 
at Oliver & Ohlbaum Associates, a 
media consultancy, points out that 


small dubs will control the rights 
to show all their home matches - 
including the ones with the large 
dubs. “This gives the small clubs 
some leverage because they can 
trade rights to their away games in 
return for the rights to home 
games," be says. 

Geoffrey Hamilton-Fairley, the 
executive behind the Newcastle 
takeover and an OFT witness in the 
case, points out that Sky's monop- 
oly on Premier League rights has 
prompted it to drive up prices 
rather than make the matches 
available to the largest audience. 

“On(y 18 per cent of the popula- 
tion take Sky Sports. But we know 
the appetite for football on televi- 
sion is much greater” he argues. 
“There is no reason why any Pre- 
mier League dub wont make as 
much money - if not more - in the 
event of an OFT victory.” Other 


media companies - keen to break 
open Sty’s monopoly - support 
that view. 

This argument assumes, how- 
ever, that the league does not dis- 
integrate. So fan the evidence is 
undear. In Italy, where football 
dubs recently won the freedom to 
negotiate their own rights, the 
larger dubs are threatening to ex- 
dude some dubs by reducing the 
size of the league. 

This lends some credence to the 
view, expressed by a number of 
Premier League officials, that an 
OFT victory would swiftly lead to 
the ten largest clubs forming a 
breakaway league in order to mike 
sure they captured the largest pos- 
sible share of the television rev- 
enues on offer. 

lb be fain an OFT victory would 
not be the final word on the mat- 
ter. The Premier League has 


already indicated that it would be 
likely to mount an appeal And if 
that foiled, it could mate a direct 
plea to the government to pass leg- 
islation giving sport an exemption 
from normal competition rules. 
That is the situation in the United 
States, where sports bodies have 
been granted immunity from anti- 
trust laws provided they make 
some games available on normal 
television. 

And, in the end, this is what the 
case is all about Should football 
which is now a multi-billion pound 
business, organise itself according 
to the accepted rules of business? 
Or is the link between football 
dubs and their fens so fundamen- 
tally different from a normal rela- 
tionship between a company and its 
customers as to warrant a unique 
approach? The argument has only 
just begun. 


THE OFFICE OF 
FAIR TRADING 

The OFT's role is to ensure 
that businesses act in the 
public interest and that . 
consumers’ choice of goods 
and services is safeguarded. Ic 
has monitored the Premier 
League’s television contracts 
with Sky and the BBC since 
the first deal was struck in 
T992 and now Teels rhe 
1 consumer is suffering. The 
OFT will argue that in joining 
, together to sell their TV rights 
collectively, the 20 Premier 
League clubs form a cartel - 
limiting choice and inflating 
prices for the consumer. This 
would not be acceptable in 
other industries. It will argue 
that there should be more 
sellers in the market: that 
each dub should be free to 
negotiate individual television 
deals with broadcasters. The 
OFT will also say the current 
cartel limits the amount of 
football shown on television 
and. although 60 Premier 
League games are televised 
each year, the other 320 are 
not and there is an unsatisfied 
demand For football. The OFT 
will argue that the current 
deals prohibit regional football 
programmes and prohibit 
clubs from screening their 
own matches for their fans. 
The OFT is also likely to argue 
that Sky TV is too dominant in 
the sports' rights market and 
other broadcasters' lack of 
access to football is not good 
for consumer choice. 


THE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

The Premier League will argue 
that football cannot be 
treated in the same way as 
other products, such as 
cement, for instance, and that 
individual clubs cannot be 
treated as different brands. It 
will argue that the Premier 
League as a whole is the 
brand and that the 20 
members should be able to 
continue to negotiate 
collectively. The League's case 
is likely to be argued using a 
range of doomsday scenarios, 
outlining what would happen 
if its members are given the 
right to negotiate individual 
television deals. The 
conclusion will be a few clubs 
creaming off most of the 
television money and a 
widening of wealth gap. 
Should that happen, there is 
the danger of an eight or 10- 
team breakaway that will 
damage football as a whole. 
Also, there would be Fixture 
chaos if a large number of 
broadcasters were involved in 
trying to arrange matches and 
that mini-cartels, led by 
television rather than football 
inrerests, will be established. 
Further, investment trickling 
from the top level of the 
game down will dry up as the 
business interests of clubs - 
driven by broadcasting 
revenue - are pursued. The 
League will say such divisions 
will fatally undermine the 
competitive nature of the game. 


THE 

BROADCASTERS 

Sky TV and the BBC are the 
Premier League's co- 
defendants In the case and will 
follow the same basic 
arguments as the League. They 
will point out how the fortunes 
of the game have been 
transformed over the period of 
their Joint deals with the 
League. Although the onus win 
be on all three defendants to 
prove why the current situation ; 
does not harm consumer 
interests, the broadcasters are 
likely to take a back seat. In 
court, both will be supportive 
of the League's case and will 
argue for maintaining the 
status quo. Privately, their 
opinions might differ, however. 
The BBC will support Che 
League (its football portfolio 
might be at risk otherwise) 
whereas Sky would not 
necessarily be unhappy with an 
OFT victory. While that would 
increase the chance of orher 
broadcasters claiming the jewel 
in its crown. Sky would remain 
- with experience and contacts 
throughout the Premiership - 
well placed to secure deals 
with individual clubs, its 
position could also be viewed 
as ambivalent owing to Sky's 
current bid For Manchester 
United. Should that deal, after 
an investigation by Ihe 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, go through. Sky 
would own the largest dub in 
the world and want to exploit 
its television rights. 
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Collier 

may go 
mining 
for Gold. 


WHETHER YOU are a human 
being or a horse these days, it's 
bad to be old and experienced. 
The action at the last Chel- 
tenham Festival before the mil- 
lennial seems sure to imitate 
the battle of the generations on 
the other side of the rail if yes- 
terday’s declarations are any- 
thing to go by. And the young 
and callow look to have it 
A total of 46 entries were 
made for the Gold Cup and. of 
the first six in William Hill's bet- 
tin g, only Dorans Pride has run 
in the Blue Riband before. Ire- 
land’s gangling youth, Florida 
Pearl, is in there, along with a 
novice from his homeland. Ed- 
ward O’Grady’s Nick Dundee. 

There is also a place for 
Jenny Pitman’s Princeful. who 
will not jump a fence in public 
until Thursday, and, perhaps 
most surprising of aB, the name 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Kings Arrow 
(Ling Reid 3.30) 

NB: Remember Equina me 
(Newcastle 3.40) 


of Collier Bay is among the 
mass. If Jim Old's gelding 
should succeed he would be- 
come the first horse to accom- 
plish the Champion Hurdle and 
Gold Cup double since Dawn 
Run. The mare, it must be said, 
is unlikely to have to share her 
distinction on the evidence be- 
fore us thus for 

Collier Bay has won just one 
of his three novice chases this 
season, and that in the seething 
cauldron of Newton Abbot He 
stands under a bookmaking 
heading of 100-1 bar. This, of 
course, is of minor interest to 
his trainer, who continues to be- 
lieve his horse can make an im- 
pact over the more formidable 
obstacles. “We are going to 
run him over further next time 
but I'm not sure where yet" Old 
said yesterday. “If we were to 
put up some sparkling perfor- 
mance over three miles we 


by Richard Edmondson 

might be asking ourselves why 
he wasn't in the Gold Cup. 

“And despite what the ex- 
perts think, we consider that he 
jumps his fences beautifully Mr 
[Wallyl Sturt [the owner] is 
not short of a bob or two so we 
can make the entry. There’s the 
Cathcart, and the Sun Alliance 
is an option, but I would prefer 
the Gold Cup, and he’s too stow 
now for a Champion Hurdle. ” 

The past winners Cool Dawn 
and Imperial Call are «lsn in- 
cluded, but the Gold Cup, like 
life, is no friend of the former- 
ly good DEscargot, in 1970 and 
1971, is the last to win it twice. 

Martin Pipe has yet to win it 
once and swamps the entries 
this time with nine considera- 
tions, including the ex-French 
Tipstaff, who has yet to compete 
within these shores. Paul Nich- 
olls is next in the numbers 
game with four of which See 
More Business is team leader. 
“See More Business wEQ run in 
the Pillar Chase at Cheltenham 
but there are no plans for the 
other three,’’ Nicholls said yes- 
terday. “There is a long way to 
go until the Gold Cup.” 

A notable absentee is the 
Cornish gelding Coome Hill, 
who has performed recently as 
if he had just gorged himself on 
pasties. “He’s running a bit of 
a temperature and I think he 
has a muscle problem in his 
shoulder so we are trying to ad- 
dress that," Walter Dennis, the 
10 -year-old's trainer, said yes- 
terday. “He’s not unsound, but 
I think it troubles him when he's 
racing and that’s why he's run- 
ning below par. We will find a 
race for him, but not at die level 
of the Gold Cup and I wouldn't 
rule out the Grand National” 

Cyfbr Malta and Imperial 
Cali are also declared in the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase, for which 28 were put 
forward yesterday. This event 
too appears a chance for a 
young horse to earn the spurs. 



Streaming home: Runners in yesterday's handicap chase at Fbntwefl won by DancedByondrop negotiate the water jump 


Robert HaEam 


and his exact identity may 
emerge in Saturday’s Victor 
Chandler Chase at Ascot. 

Edredon Bleu and Hill Soci- 
ety occupy high station in the 
betting for both events, though 
they may not burn each other 
out at the weekend. The latter 
is a definite runner and re- 
ported in great form fay his Irish 
trainer, Noel Meade, but 
Edredon Bleu's participation is 
still in doubt "It all depends on 
the weather" Henrietta Knight 
his trainer, said yesterday. “If 
we have rain he will not run but 
if it stays dry he’ll go ” 

Mick Fitzgerald too will have 
to stay largely diy if he is to 
make the weight on the 
favourite. Get ReaL The mas- 
sive eight-year-old won the 
Frogmore Handicap Chase 
over course and distance in De- 
cember with great ease, but is 
still out of the handicap on Sat- 
urday. That leaves Fitzgerald to 
pare himself down to 10st, a 
weight he has not achieved 
since he started to squirt shav- 
ing foam on his fece. 


Race-fixing probe 
includes Flat races 


POLICE INVESTIGATIONS into 
allegations of race-fixing and 
doping now include two races 
on the flat The Flat jockey Ray 
Cochrane has revealed he was 
questioned about raring in bis 
sphere by detectives at Char- 
ing Cross police station after his 
arrest - along with the jump 
jockey Graham Bradley and 
the former jump trainer Char- 
lie Brooks - last Friday 
“They asked me questions 
about a couple of races on the 
Flat which were run two or 
three years ago,” he said. “I cant 
reveal which races and my so- 
licitor has instructed me not to 
say any more about the matter" 
Cochrane, bailed until 10 
March along with Bradley and 
Brooks, returned to action at 
Southwell yesterday. Reflecting 
further on his arrest in a dawn 
raid, he said “It’s a shot* to be 


woken by someone knocking at 
your door at 7am to arrest you. 
It was pretty horrendous real- 
ly. although they were quite nice 
about it It does your brain in. 
It sets tilings going in your head 
and you just cant relax.” 

Meanwhile, jockeys who 
break the whip rules in major 
races from 1 March could be hit 
with a lengthy ban. The of- 
fending rider will be referred to 
the Jockey Club's Disciplinary 
Committee rather than be sus- 
pended by the local stewards. 

If the Disciplinary Commit- 
tee also finds that the rules 
have been broken it will sus- 
pend the jockey for a mini- 
mum of 10 days. The races 
which will warrant an auto- 
matic referral to the Discipli- 
nary Committee are ail Group 
One and Grade One races. Flat 
races with a prize fund of 



Get Real has serious 
chance in Chandler 


Cochrane: questioned 

£140.000 or over and jump races 
with a prize fund of £80,000 or 
oven Christopher Spence, Se- 
nior Steward of the Jockey 
Club, said “There new mea- 
sures demonstrate we remain 
committed to setting new stan- 
dards aimed at safeguarding 
the welfare of the horse.” 
■Today's card at Leicester has 
been lok to the weather and the 
meeting at Newcastle is subject 
to a 7.45am inspection. There is 
still frost and snow on the track. 


Lingfield 


HYPERION 

1.00 Mystagogue 2.30 Jack Goodman 

1 .30 Annie Apple 3.00 BRAVACCIO (nap) 

2.00 Soaked 3.30 Kings Arrow 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: ms*j 0 except 5f-im - out&de. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low. 

■ Equitracfc surface-. left-hand, sharp undulating course. 

■ Course is SE at town on B2026. Lmgfiald station (semed by London. Victoria) acqfarra 
course ADMISSION: One Enclosure £1Q CAR PARK: Club £3; rest free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 63-633 (131%). R Hannon <0-362 (0%). M John- 
ston 44-260 (189%), Mbs G Kfaleway 41-291 (W%j. S Dow 35-398 (88%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 72-584 (123%), J Weaver 88-307 {22 j%X S Sander* 
65-563 (05%), R Cochrane 52-325 06%). S Whitworth 52-372 (Wt). 

■ FAVOURITES: 697-2065 (334%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNER: Love Diamonds (£30) & Kentucky Bullet (300) trav- 
el 270 maes. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: CallBwhatyauwant (130). Itaaffiiappenbig (130). Zoie Power 

(130) 

11 nm YARMOUTH CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £3,500 
LiirrJ added im 5f Penalty Value £2,558 

1 6000-0 F1YWG EAGLE mn’Fl^cod.jnSrnnon 09 tt SDro«nt7 

2 6061-0 PRJVCE DANZIG (10) (COl (A H llbi*) D MtiTsy Smti 890 J P Spencer (3) S 

3 41640- QUIET ARCH (38) (C) (Gary Roccrb] J 09« 6 9 U JQulnn 2 

4 0050 SAND CAYJUSA) (3) (C) (tfoa Jo CnMleyJ UssGKMemw5 96 SWMewttS 

5 630-13 MYSTAfioa E (5HC ) (J STIttedw*) R rtamn 49 1 RSmttflja 

6 00- KWGEfl GflEYBfHu pB) [M36 Paicia PreO) Mss A M NwforvSrrffa 5 8 h ~J Lowe 1 

7 00086- MADAME CHMNERV (31) (Afflrtc Foods Ltd) C Vteadcxi 5 89 .JfeefiB 

S 0 - SPRING BLADE (48) (too? Dac e) L A Daw 788 R Then™ (7) 4 

BETTING: 2-1 M|MMogne. M Mm Denrifl, 7-2 Quiet Arch, 6-1 Ftytog Eagle, Send C*y, 16-1 
Madene Cfiinnery 33-1 othera 

896 Time Can 'fel 4 9 1 Dean McKeown IM (J W Payne) dawn (4) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Flyhig Eagle: Won 6 times lost year, but out of form since wtrrtng at Epsom fkrfafl In 
July Beheld Sand Cay (7lfi) when 9th (beaten 32 lengths) to Java Shrine here (t 2 f) an 
Saturday 

Prince Dandg: Recorded his 6th success here (imai) last month, hut waa never able to 
reach the leaders when fith to Dancing Rio on a return visit (tm4t) 10 days ago 
Outer Arch: Won d turns hare at distances from im to tevM here tor Wfie Mue before 

beme daimad out of he yard here in November. Disappointed on first run far new stable 

when 9th of 12 here (im4fl last month 

Sand Cay. Sold nit of Roland OStfUvarfe yard lor only 2200 gre lost month ml loot 
tixich 3t out on liral run lor new yarn here (tof) on SAwday. Has won once (alOf setor 
here) from 20 outings 

Mystagogue: Made late headway when 7to to Bon Guest here (Im4l) m November end 
h only 3b better off tor K) Imgthswlth Quiet Auto pth). Better effort when 3rd to Noukari 
here over tins trip Iasi week 

Winged Graybtrd: Started sfcwrty and finished last n both outings on turf last season 
and has not rw since October 

Madame CNrmery. Has shown fcttta n 5 outings since leaving James ki Aiy. 

Made some late headway when «h to Sand Cay here fcf) fa November and fa 11b bet- 
ter off for 1 ?/- lengths 

Spring Blade: No sign of abfty n 2 bumpere and taied-oft 16th of T7 (beaten 79 lengths) 
on «N debut (Orel Arch 4th and Mystagogue 7th) in ihe race won by Bon Guest 
hare (Srt4fl in Nove mb er 

VERDICTS Many of ttwrae are struggling to recapture their best form, but at least MYS- 
TAGOGUE has a recent success here tote ere* m a shorter trip. "Owl In a 

better class event over cause and distance last Thuratfay under Dane OYML he fa nd- 
den by g daimer hare and hs 7ti atawronce may make j) the fa f faienca. 

[1 301 VENTNOR SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £2^00 added 

1 l,JU l 3YO 7T Penalty Value £1,855 ’ 

2 WWO OASTONBUtY p) (CD) (Pai H o»*tq) P H oming 8 11 TSprek*7 

3 61430- 5ATW SUPPER (1«) (Mra G E Wforey) K W»y an KMMQ14 

4 9&40- ABSTRACT ft 13) (TteCBmakrt (Antes) JVHWM-taht 8 6 JMcAutay m 2 

5 05*6 ANNIE APPLE (7) (0) (PwdAJsrt) RHarvnnBS .. T_ DwOTta*3 

6 2D640 TTSAILHAPP04NG (3)(ACaflard) T Jl’tanfitanBfl J (Una 10 B 

7 55002- IMPRINT (14 ) (Banta m Rscnq) E WwteB 6 S Cason m « 

8 5346-4 NICHOLAS N&TRESS (S) (JEAfcttyjP Evans B8 CComn(7)1 

9 03544 RH3OLE(3)(P0&rans)PE*ns86. JPSpaSFmBB 

10 04066 TARA (3) toy) K hay 6 B 1 C cSn (7)11 B 

U 6 VEGAS (11) (Western SaWns Ltd) J5 Macros 6 DSaesneyS 

02044- 2Q(A POWER (14) (M J QAs & R J Gray) B Peen B 6 P Doe (3) SB 

-12 declared- 

gmwq MAnn feAwSe , 76 StfnSlipper, 4-1 MspiU. 8-1 Gtaatanlwry. B-1 Abstract. Nfctatae 

Mtetresa, Id-1 Zola Power, 12-t ftsaBiapponing, 18-1 othera 

890: Recogdlon 3 8 n Amanda Sanders 5-1 (M ftSgteaei dam 0 8 ran 

form guide 

CaHhwhetyouwant; Raced twice n 5f maiden auctions far Jonjo ONea last year but 
looted unsuied by Bw surface on hs AW debut here (Bf) last rmrtti wtwn fast of fin 
Prince Prospect ki a maiden 

Glastonbury: Boitfit out of Mck Cnarmonti yad far 5200^ra rfter wrtng a 71 seler ham 
n rtavemoer. Unplaced n better company fast 2 outngsi but back fa me rityit readaltem 
Satin SBpper-. Makes her HN debut and showed fee term on twt test yea, wiring a 
maiden auction at Brighton (5'Afl. ThW in a misery (rated 75) and good chance If she 
teles to this sulece 


Abstract: Ran in callers and mrsenes lost season and makes her AW debut Sesi effort 
4th of T7m a Musselburgh nursery over me mp m September and carrot be ruled ou: 
Annie Apple: Vten a 71 safer at FoS® stone (gcod to firm) m August and unplaced m 
both starts on the AW («n & 10^ smee then. May be mare effective over this tnp 
Itsenheppenlng: BMtered first ume and could make no tnpresron after halfway when 
9th of 12 to Rojal Preview ow C&D on Sreudey with fere fith and Rkfde n 4th 
Mtaprint Better tam on AW than teri and ran 2nd to Questary crretim here las: momn 
with Zola Power 4'/« lengths bade fa 4th. Had previously finished behnd 2bb Power psh) 
when 8th to Serenleg here (69 

Nicholas Mistress: Maiden hancBcapper and heft hod plenty of chances, tecktcftig «\ 
users Itoe this trfa for the ffrst time, but te hold by Zbia Raver on their rumlng at South- 
vwa tn November 

Riddle: Rnfehsd 4th on har 2nd d t lwipt at this hip here on Satreday with ftsallhapperv 
ing 9th and Tara htii BSrfcered test 2 starts, tas also been Wed si a vtaor and fecks 
scope for Improvement 

feta: Uttfa sign of abBty n gelere and ctaimera. Made no show when nth oft? to Royal 
Preview over C0JD on Saturday with RJddfa 4th and ItaaBiappenlng 9th 
Vegas: Sowfy away on her debut when 6th of 9 to Daunted (ItsaBieppenng 4th and 5fo 
worse off fori ¥• lengths) here (im) n days ago Should come on far the experience 
Zola Power Has been placed 3 times frren 13 outfags and tld not seem to stay tin when 
4ih to tkwStuery to UngfreW last month, ttn Just over 4 tergths by Mapr i r n (2nd), fflnk- 
ered for the first time 

VERDICT? There to not much to chooee between those who hove run on the ss-westfi- 
ar and SATIN SUPPER, who chops Wo eeBng company far ths nret time, could prove 
in a dtfferentdaas to this opp o sit io n if aha takes to thfaswtea Kan Ivoryte My may have 
been unsufted by the firm ground on her fast two outings on turf In August. 


VERDICT rive o* the sue hare creiitatie farm cn*s afcwezf-ersack. -leococtan osig 
Prince Consort who has had sriy the cna sppenuny ans wfxse ^ez- ~ s far frsm 
clear, tin hard to diocse tram ttwremaird8f . tagthafcmpf LOVE OtAMONOS-acksvery 
ecfdHBBjusiprafenBdte^HmehtJKtcGoodiRmwhs^dweJrtoravBforhfawin- 
rmg debut on the surface 13 days age. not least because ds was hs 'nc appearance for 
four months 


3.00 


RACECOURSE & RAILWAY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added im Penalty Value £3,631 


8564 MAWKAB ($ [JiJk Vbtc PWnwtfto; Mss G Ketoray 4 9 P ftwfarkaa (7) 5 B 

CQ- OUDALM/lffiU(84)|MAbdaEahDS»fsaDhsna)V£=3ne4es.-RCocfraaeia 

00066 SILVERSMITH (PP) (11) (D 0 Dutoil S Do*4 9 B_ P Doe (3) 9 

0 t ALARMING MOTOWN (44S)(7hiCcrty)MChanno: 4 9 5.. ____SDro»ne6 

34645- OUEEffS HAT (14) [K J \fe5sj J &^ger4 35 GB»tfoeS2 

005- BRAVACCIO (94) IRBCoEer) PS KcEnse 38 4__ — JT 

KBnUCW BUliET (USA) (toiy Famer Art Pwseisi M Jcfrstcn 3 6 *_ J femtag 1 

RAORCALiiANreni? (HcSFGer*^ RAmwxng384 GCMrll 

JQfannS 

RPvhamS 

LCanarA 


50- RAORC ALLIANCE (11^ frfcst F G«*b) H Amcscng 3 8 ^ 

TAMASHAN(HCQtng) G Chung 36 -i„ 

50583- WOOUYWMSOMEpa} (WCHteRf)BSmtrt3S4 

0 GRAND CORONET (^(TGMfolT Ms 3 7 13.. 

-Hi ' 


2.00 


BOOK A MEAL FOR VALENTINES DAY HANDICAP 
(CLASS O £9,000 added 5f Penalty Value £6,098 

1 2526- CUSSY CU50PE) (CD) (JE Abbey) P Evans 4 00 .CCogwi (7)2 

2 22365- SEME OF CAUTION 04) (Ngei Sr«ds) K Bute 690 DSeesosydV 

3 KBO-1 S0AIG3) (10) (CD) (DgvfaW Chapman) DChSCmai 895 ACufamS 

4 Q®M MANQfS ( 10 ) (W (DaneOxy Rasng Staaas) KCdwffi 5 8 T1 NCodsaM? 

5 OTG-2 TEAR WHITE {10} (CO) (Bf) (A WLavsoi &Co Lid) T Mk553 — U*Hk*sO(7)1 

6 60616 FACILE TKJRE ( 11 ) (□) (D G Qirdon) S Do* 4 7 G PDoe(5)6 

7 52066 rVDRY80RA8 HBE [1(8 (CD) (Dean hrery) Kktry 87T3 CC»Bn(7)6B 

8 15400- LAST CHANCE (1 57) (D)Panwi Barrel) JWWwtftS 7 C J McAufay (7) 5 

-Sdsdsrsd- 

fMmm wagHt 7a 10b. True fiendcap iwfafxs hny^s Grao Aire set raft. Last Panes fef 52i 
KFTWG: 2-1 8reksd, 5-2 fear TVhfta, 62 Ckssy Cfeo, S-1 Mengu^ 8-1 ftdle Tlgte, 12-1 State 
Of Ctatton, 20-T hwYs Grab Hbe, 2S-T Last Chne 
S86: Sound ThaTrunpet 87 CJBnsrrtZO -1 (R Spfcw) down (Q 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Clmy Ctoo: ConsiBtant handcapper, txjt has never wen off a mark as high as thfa. ef- 
fective between 5Wf and probably found 7f too tar when 5th to ffomore Mr Mceguy on 
Ns return to the AW at Wcfverher^jton fa November 

State Ot Cfodlon: FHshed befind Oassy Cfao QSth) whan Wh at t2 to Nomore Mr Ifoeray 
fa Novembet Wbn 6 fanes on the AW lnlB97 ter Derek Shaw and st9 tooka ki the relpof 
the hendcapper 

SoakwhVVOn 9 tfaes fast ywsr.eqMMng the 20th century record for the number of haid- 
icapa fa a o e o eon. Wen ewa? C&D 10 days ago. but te 5fa werse ott witii runer-upTear 
WNte tar IV. lengths 

atongue: Kept on one pecs when 4th to Soaked (7t> worse off for 4'/, lengths) over C4D 

«) days ago and Is only 2b better off with Tear WNfa (2nd) far 1 Vi fangtis. SH 6b above 

Ns highest wtanfag merit 

fear White: Chance at the weftf i t e to reverse recent farm with Soaked here, but fare- 
perienced app ren tice takes over this time OnaWi higher mark than when successful 
ever C&D fast month 

Facile Hffre: Wtoatened quickly In the straight when Itth of 12 on hfa m debut here Bfl 
n days aga so has stfl to prove that he acts on the surface 

Ivory's Grab Hbe: Had to be switched Just before Ihe straight when eth to Mutarrab 
over cfd last month, but fa 8to worse Oft tor 37> lengths with fear While 13rd). Sti lb 
above hfa highest wfanfag mark 

Lest Chance: Haid to wm wtth (i success three years ago from 21 starts) and ot atue 
account an the Wl Has not run sface makfag no show In a 6f heap at Redcre tn Augist 
VERDICT: TEAR WHITE fad uitl one futang out when BBcarid to Sastod oversows* 
and Ostence ten dqre ago and his 5b pul would appear to be enough to revwse the 
placfags Soaked hes yet to wfa off os NEfa a meric as INs. but with an IneKperiwiced ap- 
prentice taking over on Tear White there may not be much In it. 


BETTING: 3-1 Brwacdo, 7-2 KMtucky BuOfa. 6-1 Woolly Wfasocm, 6-1 Grand Coronal. 16-1 Oudrf 
nwtom. Ousstfs Hfa. PadBe ABsma, 13-1 cthan 
*98: No conespondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Mawtab'. Has had four runs on the eft-vrefaher here this wfater, from & to Inv and does 
not took good enough to win this. BWcered latest 3tart 

Oudfamuteena: Sold 0500 guroas since two 7Ttuf races tor Alec Stewart, 2’.'»lengths 
third of 6 (33-1) to Aly at Yarmouth. Repetition should see him placed 
SflveremltiK Lost Ns farm fa ®S8, though hinted ar abity when tned over exceesne %n4f 
hare final start Faifld to do so In arrSar race four rwete later 

Afemtlng Motowrc Tenth ot 24 fa 6t Newtxry maiden tor fan Battng si October «97; add 
3Q0OQ gufaeas fetor it month. Subae^snt absence has to be worry 
Queen's Hat Good chance on one bit of tuT form fast summer tor Ben Hartouy but has 
been poor on (fa-weather surfaces fast tiroe starts 

Bravac e to: OH couee 4 months after debut Faced very stff task afarwards fa Newmar- 
kat maiden (nth d ^ end E73B7 race at Ascot (15 fangfos fitih rti 7 b 2aaier ever 71 on 
sofQ. Decent sort on looks end tates a massive efrop fa class 

Kentucky SuloC StSDOO eon of US sprinter Housebuster. Hatf-bratherto Group 1 wirier 
Exactly Sharp out of a french Tm2 tf wroec hterestng newcomer 
Pacific AlBsnce: Son of R^nis Fifth ot II to kfatamayyac In Bf makten at Newmarket in 
Jfay. but very dsappofatlng fa Vtorwiek 4 weeks talar. One to note 
T tone sherc Debut tor RJssonoe celt out of a dam who rid notnng on the track 
Woolly Wtosuiw. By eeprirter out fa e stayer. Thsd fa 8 fa7l maiden tree tast mont h . 
Better form over fai fa Southwel, but somethfag to find even wi that 
GrendCoronet By Grand Lodge out of 71 and tn winner from top famey. 33-1 weakened 
over 2f out when < G'/i lengthe nth of in 7T maiden fa Newmarkst 

VERDICT: Those with aBwe a h o r form do not look good enough wffae sales under- 
mine con U d snce h Oudfamuteona and Atamilng Motown; the tatter has also Peso off 
toe coursa for wel over a yeac Kentucky Bitital e an Interesttog newcomer wide Bravao- 
do, PACIFIC ALLIANCE and &and Coronet al showed a bit of abfey fa major tracks 
fast season. Radflc Alance perhaps showed shitty better form than the other two bur ai 
three are bascafy unknown quarattfas. 


3.30 


NEWPORT APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £2,750 
added Im 2f Penalty Value £2,068 


32005- RtiUSnkB(J21)(CD)(NgdShfadsOKBuVs61DO_ 
34365 MAZEH}(B) (CD)(MsLAMndra’)PBens6D0._ 


00003- (SMfS(i9(Q(NcrmandyDevfat3xnents(londor4)SDow49n P 

40040- KEY TO THE OTY (JQ) (D) f 


I (Mea Lna Artcye P Bxfas 5 9 4. 
0351-1 KMGSARf)OW(l1)(GD) fi3tenvnancQPHoafag492_ 


PDabbe^* 
“BV 
7 


2.30 


SHANKUN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,000 added 3YO Im 
Penalty Value £2,710 

1 6(401' JACK GOODMAN (13) (C) (Me lAdoria Goodnan) J S Moore 9 7 DmOTMl 

2 50026- PHMCE CONSORT (23) (J WLovittiSCWbra 90 .W Ryan 6 

3 QOH-2 PM»OCK(«PBCnaHfin(CHP66p«ca1MsLSUttHaQ„, NOsy2B 

4 001- aUESIUARy[l4>(CD)(MsTParre)MQBmaa CBidy Uanli3 

5 22162 LDVE DIAHONDS (B1 (CO) (BF) (M Dcyte) M JotiBlcn 8 12 0ereKcKnwn4 

6 00836 MALC«Kp)(D}(ld«faclBn)PHMfart7B Jfefamfi 

-tdafaed- 

BEirwa 56 Lore Otononrfa, 4-1 Jack Gnorfoan, 9-2 Rfoes Consort, Psddock tn a padl u n. 5-1 
7-1 Q u ea uai y 

1998- Dtenond Dfa 3 S 6 A dark 8-0 to {P Hbfadn] dawn (1) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Jack Goodman: ftortonmner. Wfaner twice feat year, indudng fare fang fey-atf n 6-nm- 

nor 7f nursery here O days fajo whan Mafahh ms ftht Bred to stay in 

Prince Consort: Trained fast twf season by Lynda flarreden. Good chance on tofa form, 

but only fifth fa 7 on recant sand debut here pf). Uncertain stayer 

hadd ock In f rac t io n : Has rw only fa setters and daan era , wfareig over Bf hare for Geoff 

Lms Recent efforts fadcato toot he stafad star *n and is sH fa farm 

Qu O a hrei y Little ptomlae in two turf maidens far Marcus D e gu nfr i g drop In claaa a 

justify ferautosn fa foHvner sslsr here two wools ago by 5 lengths 

Love Dfaracndto Consistent on sand, wirrer here (tn nfaeeryl fast month and placad since 

oh this mark at Southwel (narrowly beaten) and Wofret ha rip to ri 

Mfachflc Busy as 2yd wtorfag im seKng nusery fa Letoester. Not so good on sand here 

thtd off 1 b liirfre over 7f and toflf fast two stem w may be idea) 


.S canon <g ib 

— RRtzFMricfcS 

3H32- HAWKSESLL HENRY (48) (CO) (Ms A f^neOI Ms A Ftaneti 591 5 Coop 5 

2/301- DANOTfG-ALOKE (42) (Mss Juw ftsrffhang D Moris 7 8 D PHOukm(5)9 

06200- FM«US(Ffe®4)(D)(E*SCfbfoWMPascfalJaiJgsr686 SBrifaart(5)2 

46462 HOMESTEAD (7) (G H Shoemsrk) H Haron 5 7 C LNaenfan(7)6 

-9 (factored - 

BETTMO: 76 tongs Amre 4-1 Hrefcsbfl Homy, 11-2 Genius, IM Dsndng-Afona, 7-1 PhBsnc 

Itoiawfaed, 10-1 Kay to TheOty. Ffaeoee, 1M titered 

S3B. Sea Dwdfl 5 9 7 ft Studrtre (5) 7-2 (J Ufa) Wren 0 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

PhMfaar. Effective on (he track and fa the trip AFwefahar meric is 8b below fas tist mark 

after a good survner lest yeec Probably need ed Ifaest Flat start 

Mazaed: Couree^nd-dfaance winner fast January and has mostly rvi wfa slnca tohi et 

w a v o rt iuu plon h Deoenfoae Bettor then position suggests tast two starts 

Gmlus; Won twice error toi her* fast Fsbnfary and now ib Mow hist wirrtog route Most- 

hr cSsappfantlrig Ifasr in 1998 but thind fa 7 fast (fens hfeeed at a revival 

Key feThe CKy: Vfon one fa 17 Fiat starts in kfaand far Dermot VYfad. Bekre best previ- 

ously n bBnkera Showed tufa over hutfaee on detxri far ttfs trafaer 

Kings Antre: Successhi by a neck fa dasfafied stakes over course and faatance test two 

stana ThoreugNy respected on that and looks tafay betfd 

Hewfabil Hfairy: Rrfa end good second on his two runs ore couse and dstance fast 
yean beaten Mad by Jubiee Schofar h I4cumar race fast fane 

Denfarn-Aione: Vtory S^nty raced 14-1 easy h -length wreiertrom YOsKeemo SatWB in 
IGruner hanfaeap fa So u toweS (1n31) Lfo 14fl> for that Eqfatrack debut 
nsaws Potentialy wel treated. 51) bwer then when T'A fangthe second In tfocent ap- 
prentice race here fa Norocrfaer. WH beaten tree since hower 
H uu i eo e a d: Last sto rule hraro been Oh BFwealher here, tang fadfat before penfattnate 
one end toon good second dm m cm Sfauday FfruOebly stays Im2f 
VERDICT: Acompetttw race w«i wtsch » dose proeaedh^. Tire 7yo DrecfogAlano 
nay have won by about T1 lengths fwtfw than tatow fast-time-out scorer King* Arrow 
fas: month, but he ruis off a dramaticaly revfaed meric toefay and was also rfauctant to 

race when he cfashod w&h Wngb Arrow on his previous start Both Kdd strugtfe * FA- 
MOUS (adtrfttecty a wlmer fa only one of Ife raced) wbb to reprottece foe fann he 

fawwd here fa NovemDOc PhBatar, Mezsed and HewtaWR Henry usuaty rui wel hem 

and must be nofad 


GEETT REAL, despite being set to 
cany 51b more than his tree 
handicap mark, is the favourite 
for tiie Victor Chandler Hand- 
icap Chase at Ascot on Satur- 
day. The Nick Henderson- 
trained eight-year-old bolted 
In by ll lengths from Celibate 
in the Frogmore Handicap 
Chase over Saturday's course 
and distance in December and 
reopposes on just lib worse 
terms this weekend. 

Archive Fbotage has entered 
the Champion Hurdle betting 
followinghis nine-tength victo- : 
ry under list Kb in the Lad- 
broke Handicap Hurdle at 
Leopardstown on Saturday. 
However; this year's Ladbroke, 
following a hefty rise in the 
weights at the five-day stage, 
lacked the class of recent re- 
newals and Dermot Weld, 
Archive Footage's trainer; re- 
gards the County Handicap 
Hurdle at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival as a more viable target for 
his seven-year-old. 

Relkeel, out for the season, 
has exited the Champion Hur- 
dle betting for which Istabraq 
remains tee hot favourite. 


ANTE-POST 

UPDATE 




by Ian Davies 

Norski Lad, who would not 
run at Cheltenham if the 
ground wane fast, consolidated, 
rather than strengthened, his 
claims for the Triumph Hxsrdle 
when gxving.Blue Royal - who 
might have more scope - 41b 
and a short-head beating at 
Sandown on Saturday Howev- 
er the real Triumph springer 
following events at the Esher 
course is Behrajan, who gave 
his older rival Hidebound a 
16-length beating in the Grade 
OneTblwmteHxntfle. He is now 
second favourite. 

TOTE GOLD 7TOPHY HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE: WlUiaoi HBt e-l Tutchev, WaMba 
Sands, 10-1 Batatar, 12-1 OowfagWind, No- 
meric. 14-1 SoW Gatt. Starpical 16-1 (Sh- 
are. Tote: 6-1 Tiutchev, 7-1 wtftiba Sands. 
T2-1 Belator, Nomadfc, w-i Sowing WmtL 
Bofcf Gao. SnarpicaL TB-i othera . x*. 

(Newbury. Satoriiay 13 February) ^ 
QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHA9Er ' 
WHBem HOC 7-2 Dnct Route. 4-1 (wtth a 
nil) Cyter Mata. 6-1 Aafc Torn, Eiiudu i Bleu, 

9-1 Society, km Lake Kerfoa, Mandyb 
Mantiia 14-1 Or Royal, *-T fahera Utoc 4-T 
Cyter Malta, 5-1 Direct Route, 7-1 AakTom. 
Edredon Bleu, TO-T Hi Society, 12- 1 La ka 
Ktufoa. Mandya Mraitino, KJ-1 othera, 
(Qmtonftam, Wadnoadof 17 Much) 


VICTOR CHANDLER 

HANDICAP CHASE (2m) 


Horae (tani/eesW 

Corel 

Mnm 

LfafaralM 

SWer 

Tbto 

Gal Rato (NHmflgrCTfttfSfc) 

3-1 

7-2 

H 

6t 

0630 

HNSodtV(NMaito(kV1i9aM 

4-1 

fl-2 

61 

61 

H 

Mtodya MMfno (J QMnVnaZfa 

n 

1It2 

61 

61 

62 

GrindmBtau (UaHKrigtfflKUfcD 

61 

112 

61 

61 

7 A 

Morefae ftrte {J Adamttstatf 

61 

61 

9-1 

61 

61 

Q*eta(CManV7liMU 

IM 

7-1 

61 

7-1 

7-1 

CM Eqatoane (P Mtoofaffttilb) 

e-» 

14-1 

D-1 

144 

Dt 

[ CtofoiraChieinB(rEBMBiyagb) o-f 

D-1 

161 

D-1 

t-1 

Bjtag kalractorp 

14-1 

14-1 

161 

14-1 

14-1 

OrHqfa(MPbariUSb) 

14-1 

e-i 

161 

e-r 

W-i” 

Lort Overt U ChatanfDsta^ 

20-1 

261 

- 

W 

261 

IbBffafagCiito^MtxnWCRiM 20-1 

C-l 

261 

14-1 

%1 

4fcaarJ)ra^n&&cfHroyeqrert-ttBod^Dta»T 1 i3(4s^ [ 


CHAMPION HURDLE (2m 

110yd S) 


Horae (barer) 

com 

Mum 

LadbrekM 

Stonily 

Ufamppoankq 

11-10 

«ms 

were 

' " BIBB 

franco Holy (FJAipfry) 

7-1 

7-1 

61 

7-1 

TfiWbtflrod»{MR)e) 

B-1 

161 

14-1 

IM 

awfafei (iiite^ 

fl-1 

*■! 

D-1 

261 

l*n Soppoekt (H Am) 

B-f 

261 

161 

261 

184 

26-1 

□atoSfarpMJsferan) 

261 

261 

261 

261 

LrtyCrieWNPpti) 

261 

- 

361 

361 

FltoM9(MPpS) 

261 

33-1 

361 

361 

ArabtotfoofagefDMAQ 

25-1 

- 




EKfm^retsa«rffB«tt,pia 08S i. 

2. 3 ffSHhehea Unfa ifl 



€ 


TRIUMPH HURDLE (2m If) 

H»W DM Metfl hub 

Sretoy 

toil 

BAafoiOtOaM 

161 

D1 

D1 

8-1 

161 

61 

161 

AfaBd|CRoort4 

D1 

161 

161 

161 


HoalaLoiB FDouwvR) 

N-1 

161 

161 

K-1 


KiAEdgi(UJPOBfaWe) 

261 

261 

»1 

D1 

»1 

DmBanaPmcfafat(CetfaDn| 

261 

29-1 

- 

261 

161 

GcfomlUipfeFCrwfo^ 

HofadUdpMrisfeft 

261 

S-T 

261 

261 

261 

S-1 

261 

261 

S-1 

ita Rakfogtwi (H IfarSOD Dt 

afaroyaqumgtooafcetofai 

- 261 
a 3 ICfaMrn Ihaxtq 7SAfacft) 

254 


0H6LTEMHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f ,10yd.) 
Hemfiaie} core Mem 


fedbnfa. 





o m om 


Ht 










I 
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ICC reveal 
plan to hunt 
match-fixers 


Internationa] Cricket 
L nunril has announced its de- 
termination to tackle some of 
±e problems besetting inter- 
lational cricket by appointing 
i team of “sleaze-busters’'. 

And, in another example of 
be ICC's new get-tough 
tanee, world cricket's gov- 
ming body has charged the 
ustralian umpire Darrell 
air with bringing the game 
to disrepute following cont- 
ents in his autobiography 
>out the Sri La nkan spinner 
uttiah Muratitharan. 

The ICC, which has aban- 
■ned plans for a Test world 
ampionship, set up a three- 
in panel to hunt match-fixers 
er admitting it has a “serious 
oblenT on its hands during 
Ur meeting in Christchurch, 
rw Zealand The Austr alians 
ane Warne and Mark Waugh 
i be spared investigation, 
nigh, because their case has 
eady been settled. “There is 
asic principle in life that you 
I’t be tried twice for the 
ne crime," David Richards, 

; ICC chief executive, said. 


By Brian McKenna 

Warne and Waugh were 
fined by the Australian Crick- 
et Board in 1995 after they ad- 
mitted taking money from an 
illegal Indian bookmaker in re- 
turn for information on weath- 
er and pitch conditions. Their 
punishment was only revealed 
recently. 

Hie so-called Code of Con- 
duct Commission, to be set up 
by 28 February, will order na- 
tional cricket boards to dig out 
the truth. Hie ICC expects to 
receive full reports into betting 
inquiries in Pakistan, Australia 
and India by the end of May. 

David Richards said; “If the 
ICC is not satisfied with the out- 
come of any review, the Com- 
mission would have the 
authority to carry out its own re- 
view and apply sentences. Arty 
person found guilty of match- 
fixing can expect to be put out 
of the game for a very long pe- 
riod, if not altogether.” 

The nine Test-playing corn- 


►arnett is in demand 


OUCESTERSHIRE PLAN to 
ke an official approach to 
n Derbyshire’s Kim Bar- 
t_ Derbyshire have agreed to 
iase Barnett from the last 
i years of his contract after 
itfaer behind-the-scenes raw. 
Jolin Sexstone, the Glouces- 
shire chief executive, aims to 
itact John Smedley, the Der- 
hire secretary for permis- 
i to make Barnett an offer 


One problem for Gloucester- 
shire is that Barnett is classified 
as a Last One signing. Each 
county is allowed one signing pa- 
year and Gloucestershire's 
other winter recruit, Jeremy 
Soape. is also on list One. 

But Sexstone said: “We are 
quite confident that the regis- 
tration committee will move Je- 
remy to List Two when they 
next meet on 19 January." 


tries represented at an ICC ex- 
ecutive board meeting unani- 
mously approved the move, 
but Richards denied the Com- 
mission had won a power strug- 
gle with national boards. “We 
have been unfairly criticised in 
the past for being a toothless 
tiger;” he said. 

Meanwhile, Richards an- 
nounced that Hair would have 
the chance to defend himself at 
an independent hearing to be 
convened by tbe Australian 
Cricket Board Sri Lanka asked 
for Hair, who described Mu- 
ratitharan's action as “diaboli- 
cal" in his book, to be 
disciplined for reopening the 
controversy surrounding their 
talented spinner. 

Umpires are barred from 
making comments detrimental 
to the game and Hair could face 
the same penalty as players, 
who can be suspended for three 
Tests or six one-day matches if 
found guilty. Hair no-balled 
Muralitharan seven times in the 
Boxing Day Test at Melbourne 
in 1995 and said in his book he 
could have called him another 
27 times. The Sri Lankan was 
later found not to have violat- 
ed the throwing law. 

Richards also revealed that 
complaints by some Test play- 
ing nations have scuppered a 
proposed world championship. 
“New Zealand, Zimbabwe and 
Sri Lanka felt they didn't get 
enough Test cricket" he said. 

Hie ICC will instead study 
proposals to establish a new 
cycle of fixtures to ensure the 
small Test nations geta chance 
to face countries like Australia, 
England and West Indies. 


SPORT/21 



Ainslie leads way as British impress 


BRITISH YACHTSMEN and 
women were in top form mi the 
world stage yesterday, notching 
up wins in four of the seven 
Olympic dasses holding their 
World Championships here on 
Port Phillip Bay. 

In blustery conditions that at 
times were skittling boats oven 
it was the trio of singlehanders 
- Ben Ainslie in the Laser; Iain 
Percy in the Finn and Shirley 
Robertson in the Europe - who 
were showing the way joined by 
the Budgen brothers, Andy and 
Ian, in the flying 49ers. 

With two days to go Ainslie 
still holds the lead in tbe Laser 
dass after posting a first and a 


SAILING 


BY STUART ALEXANDER 
in Melbourne 


third in the two races yesterday. 
Although his great rival the 
1996 Brazilian gold medallist 
Robert Scheldt, also had a win, 
Ainslie maintains a six-point 
advantage, with the Australian, 
Michael Blackburn, slipping a 
further three points behind. 

The win In the third race for 
lain Percy in the Finn Gold Cup 
pulled him up to fourth overall 
and a fifth in the second rubber 
of the day was enough to secure 
second place overall overnight. 


five points behind the 1996 
Olympic gold medallist, Mateusz 
Kusoierewicz. 

Opening with a pair of wins 
was a great boost for Robertson 
as she beat off strong opposition 
that, althoug h missing the 1996 
gold medallist Denmark’s Kris- 
tine Roug, included the current 
world champion, Carolijn 
Brouwer of the Netherlands, 
and her second-placed compa- 
triot Margriet Matthijsse. 

In a 49er fleet split into four 
groups, ihe contest is a three- 
cornered affair between the 
Australians, British and Amer- 
icans. However; these early 
stages are merely a prelimi- 


nary to qualifying for the gold 
fleet later in the week. 

An eighth for Andy Beads- 
worth in the Soling champi- 
onship for fleet racing was 
enough to lift him to 15 th after 
two races, eight places ahead of 
Lawrie Smith and his 1992 
bronze medal-winning crew. The 
tip 16 nations go through to next 
week's Soling Match Racing 
World Championships, and it is 
likely Britain will nominate 
Beadsworth even if Smith were 
to beat him in the fleet racing. 

The leading crew in tbe 
women's 470 class, Bethan Rag- 
gatt and Sarah Webb, are also 
struggling to hold off their UK ri- 


vals, particularly the new pair- 
ing of Liz Walker and Sue Parkin. 

As Sue Hay, Parkin partnered 
Debbie Jarvis in 1988 and as Sue 
C-arr they again teamed up in 
1992. She sailed with Raggatt in 
1996 and since then the Der- 
byshire woman has married 
Barry Parkin, one of Beads- 
worth's crew, who were fourth 
for Britain in the Soling in 1996. 
She would be keen for her hus- 
band to make the Soling slot 
again next year and just as en- 
thusiastic. as Britain's best at 
10th after six races, to make her 
own fourth appearance at the 
Olympic Games. 

Results. Digest, page 23 


lenman keeps his place 


TENNIS 


Sheffield steeled for 
rival takeover offers 


ICE HOCKEY 


Bosher in talent 


SKIING 


I RENMAN remams at No 7 
hie world rimikings despite 
defeat by the German qual- 
v, Rainer Schuttler; in the 

11 of the Qatar Open in Doha 
Sunday. 

[n the first official ATP list for 
9, Henman gained a fur- 
r 122 ranking points to go to 

12 and move to 137 behind 
ire Agassi. Greg Rusedski, 

a disappointing first 
■nd defeat to another Ger- 
n. Bernd Karbacher, at 
ia, remains at ninth place in 
world rankings, 
l enman is playing in an 
ibition event in Melbourne 
week in preparation for the 
tralian Open, which begins 
Monday. However his com- 


patriot, Rusedski, will be seek- 
ing ranking points at the ATP 

event at Sydt^ where Henman 

readied the final last year. 
Rusedski is seeded No 5 in a 
stoongfiekl which indudes six of 
the world top 10 players and will 
meet Brazil's Gustavo Kuerten, 
the former French Open cham- 
pion, in the first round. 

Petr Korda would be brave 
to defend his Australian Open 
title after the furore over his 
positive drugs test, according 
to the former Wimbledon 
champion Richard Krigicek. 

Korda tested positive for the 
steroid nandrolene last year 
only to escape a ban after 


claiming he was unaware of 
what he had taken. But after a 
an outcry sparked partly by 
Krajicek, the International Ten- 
nis Federation plans to chal- 
lenge its appeals committee for 
waiving a 12-month ban for 
class one drug offences. 

A compulsory ATP Tour 
meeting in Melbourne oo Sat- 
urday with fines for those play- 
ers who do not attend, trill 
consider Korda’s case. 

“He’s gutsy ho come here, I 
would not have the need to 
prove myself so much, even if 
I felt I was not guilty I would try 
to just stay in a quiet place,” 
Krajicek said after advancing to 
the second round of the Sydney 
event 


THE PROPOSED takeover of 
Sheffield Steelers took another 
twist yesterday when it was 
revealed that the club are 
involved in negotiations with 
two potential new owners. 

The World Indoor Soccer 
League pulled out of a possible 
buy-out late on Thursday after 
the Steelers* current owner; 
George Dodds, rejected the 
offer; but has it emerged the 
American organisation is still 
interested in buying the dub. 

However; it now faces com- 
petition for the Superleague 
franchise from an imnamwl 
second party with the contest 
hopefully resulting in an end to 


BYlANPARKES 


Sheffield’s plight within the 
next two days. 

The WISL h as finalised de- 
tails for an indoor football side 
to begin playing at tbe Sheffield 
Arena this summer and the 
acquisition of the Yorkshire 
dub would bolster its position. 

Having already offered 
around £400,000 to wipe out 
current debts and to help 
ensure Sheffield finish this sea- 
son, Dodds is now believed to 
be reconsidering the increased 
bid 


FOUL WEATHER continued to 
hamper the second day of train- 
ing at the 1999 British Land Na- 
tional Championships, which 
start today in the French resort 
of Hgnes. However; despite the 
appalling conditions which 
forced the cancellation of the 
second run, tbe skiers re- 
mained focused, with the sur- 
prise of tbe dqy coming from the 
lfr-year-old Danielle Bosher. 

Bosher; the youngest com- 
petitor at this year's Champion- 
ships and in her first year in the 

women’s British Land Junior 
Alpine Sid Team, finished a re- 
markable fourth overall. Her 
aggressive sknngou the first part 
of the course put her in third 
place at the mid-way point, but 


Bosher could not match tire 
strengfo of Amanda Pirie, the 16- 
yearcld who beat her by 034sec 
with a time of lmin 28.l3sec to 
take third place. 

Pirie’s sister; Ttessa, the win- 
ner of the overall title in 1996 
and winner of the downhill last 
year; showed her dominance of 
the field setting the fastest 
time of lmin 2722 sec for the 
women, 0.78s ec ahead of Anna 
Pipet of France. 

Sean Langmuir, coach of tbe 
women’s junior team, said “It 
was an exceptional display by 
the juniors today. AH of our 
preparation is beginning to pro- 
duce the rewards and with the 


show 


forecast looking good for the re- 
mainder of the week, we look 
forward to an exciting four days 
of racing, beginning tomorrow." 

In the men’s downhill - de- 
layed by deteriorating weather 
conditions - Andrew Freshwa- 
ter, the defending champion 
from Kincraig, slipped into sec- 
ond place to finish 0.06sec be- 
hind Justin Johnson of the 
United States, who set the 
fastest time of lmin 2l.44sec. 
France and the United States 
dominated the leading places, 
with the 20-year-old Johnny 
Moulder-Brown from London 
being the second- fastest mem- 
ber of the British team and joint 
19th overall with a time of lmin 
23.61sec. 


NEWCASTLE 


HYPERION 

lO Undajane 1.40 Malawi 2.10 Harden Glen 
10 Lord Podgskf (nb) 3.10 Master Nova 
10 Remember Equiname 

INSPECTION: 7.45am 

ING: Soli (Heavy m places; SMI traces frosl and snow), 
eft-nand, oval course: «nn rising ruvin.: tough, galopng Hack, 
bourse Is on Al 5m N of tram. Metro serves to Four Lane 
s elation tram Newcastle ratway sram Bus service town theta 
MISSION: CUs £14 (E12 tor OAPs and registered disabled); 
ersate £9 £7 for OAPs and regsterad tSrabtoffl; SBvw Ring 
C2 far OAPs and reffstered cSsaMed). CAB PARK: Frea 
FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

£ADtNG TRAINERS: Mrs M Reveley 49-B3 R5A%V J H 
n&on 13-123 (108%). J ** Jefferson 11-48 ( 22 A%), L Lungo 

6 . 

EADMG JOCKEYS: P Niven 45- ME (308%), fl Gairitty W-BB 
%). A Dobbin 17-134 03.7%), B Storey VM44 (87%). 

AVCHJ RITES: 152-347 (4S0%) 

VKERED FIRST TIME: Nona. 


7g%\ SV RUTTER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
lu l D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

ton SCarWULlAD(WJ(D)GU*w»5E4 - • *”“$2 

■WE VWJGAN(M)L Lingo 611 B 1!? 1 "?. 3 

25 AZTEC FUTBI (USA) (49) (BF) Mg M RwdeyB If 6-. -SUM 

6AM BALUMWAB0VPB Fl*jphy611fl.- -SDwdi 

;an global LEGEND eat f Emmerson 9 n 8 JSiH* 

see MPSflAL FOUNTA* (SS) G U Mocra 6 J1 6 BHUtfng 

5F NOTTHBW ACCORD {«) MDodsSflB R»n«y 

Vf MORC WAR (12) J Dgbllll IB- 

'/ft- SAW0MCTP90)BawnBnB -ADobbto 

UNDAJANE (43) D Whfens 7 * 1 — ■ — -JJmttw W 


C WOW SUPREME TARGET (47) JCtartn 7111 B Storey 

-12 Hectored - 

BET11NQ: 7-4Scom« Led, *2 Global legend, S-1 AztocHyw Undafam. 
5-1 VHjpn, 16-1 Ugh Pyrenees, 2D-1 Northern Accord, 33-1 other* 

FORM VERDICT 

ifs hard *jge*a»y from SCOTllAtt. LAD despite hta double paid- 
ry as ho to a taough stayer who ad t» oiled by the condeons 
and has Ihe best tm Wgh Pyrenees comes tan a stable r 
term and coUd tut wel at a reasonable price. 


|-< d n| POLYFLOR HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
1 D) £5,250 added 3m 

1 2WSF3 IVY HOUSE (3B) (Q) JJ OTIe! fl fl f) R McGrath B 

2 COMMITTED SCHEDULE (10) N RchonisB T1 5 — A Dobbin 

3 34-EF MALAWI (13) (CO) J M Jefferson 9 11 3 GTbrmyB 

4 /DIF-3 SUKKYLEim(T7)PMcre»ei801 C McCormek P) 

-4 declared - 

BETTBK1 TV-10 Ivy Home, 04 Comnted Schedule, 6-1 HaM. 12-1 
Sumy LeBi 

FORM VERDICT 

Ivy House mates come appeal iwwihg to Mu mtes. as he has 
a brt of finishing speed tor a stayer, but COMMITTED SCHED- 
ULE is preferred. He loots poised to return Id Hs best and is uni 
bound on he current mark on fttetaroi he shoued at Uttoeter 
tastftiiuiry. 


9 4 f) | STANLEY CASINO NOVICE CHASE 

^ ,IU I (CLASS D) £5,250 added 2m 4f 

1 Z-SF23 BOBBY GRANT (15) (CD) C font 8 h 5 — .C McCormack (3) 

2 60420 F0RESHQREIIAM(38)BfaltMl8115. ASSfflNh 

3 P2-032 HARDBi GLEN (17) J SRray 8 11 5 — B Storey 

4 34-F3® HB1 FRANQMM (IQ (BF) N RdwOs B 11 5 A Dobbin 

5 EMUS WHAVSTHE HJZZ (48) WsSSnShBTI 5,Jlr JCrestoyP) 

6 ftOO- STDflM CALL (2831 DHHfarafllfO BHMig 

-edadared- 

BETTTNB:S4 Bobby Gnni, 94 Ur Frangipani, 4-1 Hmton Glen, IE-1 Storm 
Call, 14-1 Fcrestwra Man, 25-1 Wtaft The Bus 


FORM VERDICT 

BOBBY GRANT la probably ate safest option heradesptawor- 
ilas Bboul las juiphg as he hoa the best dhase farm md Mr Frangl- 
peni. Ns only sarne rival, ran poorly last tome Foreshore Man 
and Storm Can are walh watchhg tor the future, but wi hare bet- 
Mr chances n han efcapa 


NORTHERN IMAGE H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £6.500 added 2m 

1 4014 KMGS MEASURE (15) (0) J Jeflanscn 8 B a Lltyw 

2 45216 JAROCM (POL) (10) US 0 Thomson 6 00 B Storey 

3 0-3322 ROBSO (17) (CtJ) Mb M H wctoy 5 11 » PMvanB 

4 1/B5 LDfB) P0D6SK1 (10) (CD) P Itomh B 71 2C McCormack (3) 

5 3QM BERNARD SEVEN (li) Mss L Russel 7 M2 -SDurack 

6 BGS4 JUST LIZZIE (29) PO R hbon 6 1) 0- — N Hcnocka^ 

-Bdactored- 

MMman wpglt: 1CM. Tne handicap wafgir Jua Liam 8sf 13b. 

BETTWG: 1 M Ktoga Measure, 94 Robbo, 1 14 Uad PadgsM, 12-1 Banred 
Sevan, 2S-1 Jaroeto, Just Lteda 

FORM VERDICT 

Only three to consider here Kings Manure locked a high da&s 
prospect over tudea bat season and wi have reproved tar his 
recant KentpunoutingL but Ns trainer haan had a Mimerfcr some 
tree and both Robbo and LORD POOGSK1 are tavoued. tad 
Podgskl is pretened® he ran realy winter over a year df last 
ttna end ccadd wel be nveh sharper today: 


2.40 


ADVENT RACECOURSE CATERING 

NOVICE CHASE (D) £5^50 added 3m 

1 1/P31 MASTS NOVA (60) (CO) UssJCBmacho Bit 11 -RGmUp 

2 -352E IEN5HAAR (USA) (14) ^ (D) L Lingo 7 P 11 . — RSuppto 

3 P53P0U CMffCHPPE{11)WtohpBH4 

4 tSWP RNGBMU. (5<) (DJVThoraaonD BThcmpaon 

5 WOOLHOUSEPMeedtamtni 4 -Amm? 

6 4mp PaU0CM.UUOm(t1ia^6O0.ClkCannKk0i 

-fidaekrad- 

BETIWG: 44 llaakr Nova, 11-fl Manshaas 20-1 ChW CWppte, Rngar- 
hffl, PoMal Mandate, GO-1 Wbol Koum 


3.10 


FORM VERDICT 

Bmvig aedderer fire tacks a rrafch betwem MASTOt NOVA and 
MenatMV and the tamwr is selected an the boss that he h® vnn 
fare of hto ntoe career stem, compared to Merehaarts five from 
26. There dm rmch between Stem on ther chase farm to dale, 
but Master Nova Is probably open to the tyeafer nproverrent. 

DONCASTEH SALES OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (H) £2,000 fillies & mares 2m 

1 BKfflEGURHA KATE P Neetfam 6 11 4 N KnVty (7] 

2 W- COUIARA»M(333)UsSSmtfi7fl4 Ur J CroMay (E) 

3 46 DUUR08E(4fl JSBrey5T14 Bltardng 

4 KATE MURPHY D sure 5 11 4 NHorrodaH 

5 LADY ALICE ttsD Thomson 5 h 4 Dfiutar 

Q ROMAN UPROAR MHanirond 5 n 4 DBanttoy 

7 SO STATE Of LOVE £6) W Stray 6 H 4 . n McGrath 

8 0 WORTHY DANCER (48) J Chatai B tl 4 B Storey 

9 3- WYNYARD DANCER (232) hfeMRMfey5114 P Mean 

10 RNE AM) ROSY M Data 4 10 G STsylar 

11 RBIBHBEREQUNAMEDBtay4f)6 A Dobbin 

-11 declared - 

BETTING: 54 Wytryard Dancsc 4-1 Roman Upraac 5-1 Remember 
Equiname, B-1 Cotomim. 10-1 Dun Roaa. 12-1 Stats 01 Lnva, 15-1 Wbr- 
ttqr Dancaq 25-1 nthan 

FORM VERDICT 

wynyerri Dancer has the best credstaais and her stable isn goexf 
farm, but her rebbcrai are bettor on taster ground and the gong 
has to be a worry Cons e quently she is pessed ova- in favore oi 
REMEMBER EQUINAME tar whom Tory Dobbn is an Inarest- 
hgbotfartg 

■ Tbe American tramo* David Donk has unvdled 
a bold plan to aim the unbeaten edt Incurable 
Optimist at the Irish 2,000 Guineas on 22 May 
Rxirefars Aflstar is the only U&based ttoeejrar- 
old to compete in the Irish 2,000 Gwneas, winning 
the race in 199L 


3.40 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless staled 

m cup 

(Sponsored by AXA\ 
THIRD-ROUND REP1AY5 

Bdrnstcy v Swindon town 1 7 45J 

Notts County v Shetfteld utd (7 45) 

Wrovfi Town v Cardiff CJty (7.45) 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN <XCTK>N 
SECOND ROUND 
HarflepwS v Preston 

Darlingrofl v CnestcrWd (7 45J 

Wgjh v Scarborough (7 45) 

Rtxhtiale v Stoke |7.45) 

Scunthorpe v Carlisle 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Hamilton v Clydebjnli (7 .45) 

SECOND OfWSION 

Forlar v Oyoe - 

Lvlngston v Ease Hfe 

THIRD DIVISION 

East Stirling v Dumbarton 

RYIVWN LEAGUE Premia- DWfloE W3I- 
ton & Hersham v Bastagsoike. Rnc Division: 
BerUumsied v Hirchm. Second Dhtalow 
Barking v Hemel Hempstead: William v Vrt 
Police. Third Division: Fordllrd vEasi Thur- 
rock isthmian Logon Cup Third round: 
Maidenhead v Slough: Barron v Borrharn 
Wood Pure. Cup Sec on d roon di Hendon 
v Heybridgp Swifts: Mtanhing v Aldershot Itwri. 
Third round: Enfield v Purfleet. V todw d 
TVophy Seco n d round: Abingdao Town v 
Egham. Third roand: Bedford Town v 
Leigh ton: Hertford v Windsor It Eton. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Mldfaml DbUom 
Sedmsrrh v BlakerulL Lugw C^j seeoad 
round replays: Roth well v Grantham; Wit- 
ney v Bam Clry. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Prainler DMshu: 
Emley v Rick leu Rrtt Division: Droybdeti 
v Trarrord. UnltUla Flru Division Cup 


second round: Radclllfe Borough v 
Burscough; Wlrton Albtor v Crema. Pres*- 
dran Cop second roand: Akr Hicham v Leigh 
RMI: Wwfacp v Runcorn. 

SCRUB HX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier Dk 
vision: Bishop Sullen v Tiverton. 
WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Premier 
Dhrislou Hyrhe v VCD Arhknic: Ladiwood 
v Heme Bay 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE First 
Division: Atherton LR v Ramsbortom. 
Itamwich * Maine (toad. S,ilFord v Bootle 
AHNOTT BtSUMINCE NORIKB9I LEAGUE 
First DMsJoo: Dunstcn FB ir Newcastle Blue 
Star Estagton v Morpeth. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
DhUn: Langney Spcvts v Burgess Hill. Wick 
v Broadbndge Heath. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE RrK DMsJote 
BAT v Faienam , Bemenon Hearh v Newbury: 
BmOoenhuret vC-Mpon. Thatdum v HamUe: 
Wtmborne v East Cowes Vks 
LEAGUE OF WALES Gflbert Cup quarter- 
Beal reptoy; hret CdbWd Cat difl u Gwntvan. 
CALOS COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD Semi- 
final: Unfiela v Glentoran 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
Dhkha: Cambridge Utd v West Ham: M1H- 
wall v Crystal Palace (2 0): Queen's Park 
Rangers v Bournemouth (2 OI 
THE TOMES FA YOUTH CUP Third-round 
replay: WalsaK v Touenium. Fourth round: 
Crewe v Queen's Park Rangers 


RUGBY UNION 

SVKA1EC CUP Fo u r th round: Group B: 

Cross Keys v Dunvant (7.301: Group L: Llan- 
dovery v Cardiff (7.30). 


OTHER 5PORTS 
BOWLS: World Indoor Singles Championship 
I al Hopron-on-Sea. NorfcA) 

SNOOKER: Qualify! rw for Regal Scottish. 
British Open b World Championship tat Hot- 
becli Cauie Hotel. Bkxkpool) 


RACING RESULTS 


NTWELL 
totaff Soft 
is novice (wife) 

5H Jlr R ForrtoW 84 fw 
MFBdt*n»S3-1 


IS ran. 5, 9, V>. ta, a (K BMmi I toer Lam- 
bounV TWr. E2W; C13G £8.70, B2Q OF: 
BE60 CSF: E884& 

1 Jfr. pm 2> jOfts ncMce chase) 

1. DRUM BATTLE R Dwmoody -M 

2. Roy*! Tommy J Otboma 20-1 

a! BrigW Flama O BumnnS-l 




w course (BBi). 6-1 Caro- 
harper (4th), VO-1 BmsidR 
iua 16-1 Genoa Beam 
EdoleL 33-1 Pores* Hora. 

rdss, wo-1 NewtandeGirt. 


HE INDEPENDENT 


ONG SERVICES 

391 261 + 

i COMMENTA RIES! HtSUl'h] 



•ALL COURSES RESU1J5 1j 

3841 261970 J 


12-1 BaBy Lira (Bdi), &-1 Dunidffl Country 
(5th), 40-1 Fbrewr Bereitag (404. 66-1 Bny- 

Sm. Ost U A. Zk 18 (W G M Tire* Sher- 
borne} RKK £330: E13tt CT20, DF: 
£22.70 CSF: C318G 

2 . Bnmenoo. -.J OMtCdne 11-2 


1 Baton 

Also ran: 3-2 todan Trael«r (MH), 8-1 Jm Jbm 
joey (5th). 0-1 RWr Oamontl 20-T^ Fat 
Hdga (4th). 25-* Amothebemba JLM SME, 
Bonita Btoteney. Buzzword. 65-1 Day- 

I^BO/trSoVr, 28 

C23Q. C120. £21X1 CIOJUDF: £64fl 

a&:&83. 

230: 

2 * VM»m ... _ — R Dumioody 
Only two flntohed. 

Aiao rare 4-1 Juassta Ctasaift S-2 linHW^ark, 
n-Z EasthBpe. 33-1 H atySttag 

yBBgayrga SLi» 


x 


Set, 


_P Hide 50-1 


2. mmro - — R Dumioody iw to* 


2 Panctofl Padtfy ________ 


SKedylM 

,11 Botoiieiar 2-1 Mv mart, 


Dictamn (Sth), 18-1 The Newsman (Btti), 33-1 

CNefftedMor. 

aran.7.4 2aag/>.(M&tatfevnd>.0erreaad} 
Tott: 0050: W.1Q Cltl DF: E2B9G CSf: 

d57Ba Trtaatt £49051 
330: Cm 3( irahten chaao) 

1. KYBOti REVENGE P HWeSO-1 

2. Chjppevre » P McCoy 1M lev 

3. Smart Guy T People* 100-1 

Also ran: 2-11* Iflai; 4-1 Merry Shot 14-1 

Oriental Style. Swansea Gold (4th). 25-1 
Stoux 1b %»U( 60-1 Benrys Qo» (BW. 

9 m. 6 a dtot A dfeL (R torn Starttoion} 
mm sm E3«l DU won DF: C255Q CSF: 
£4804, 

4JM): Qm 21 TDytto nh Hal race) 

1. ANNA KABNAU G Supple 5-1 

2. The Itifl H an Moved ~R VWdger 7-a (t tev 

Alrerat^^^fto^oPadcta^S). ,fr1 
Jcsamehc, B-1 Sr Prize (Bth). 14-1 CMd 
Class. »tona*Y. tf-1 PWnoJW). «-1 Hob- 
nob, 2fri BraHhom Pfeer. 25-1 «dw Flag, 
Aid Ounce 33-1 Afee Sunrise, Gambft, 
Oran CiequoL &»«*» Mei^e, LAtuto Baw 
18 ran. It IT, 'ft. A I’A- Pfan. WtaMifllcn}. 
tot*: £7&y, C27q C340 Of: CTIfiO CSF: 
£23.14. 

Ptacspoc £52.73 Quedpot £760 
Ptaee 8: C384L Hue S: C172Q 

FAKENHAM 

Going: QOOd » Soft (Good In places) 
1.1ft1.BAUAnJR(BFanRr9i2-i;2Ham- 
M»Ototoem«-i; lOreWaaihanioek tl-t 

14 ran. 4-1 tou Prince 01 hda. a 1 '/•. (Mrs J Ptt- 
renbouml 1MK CfMO: E220 E«aa 
£24Q DP: C8S5Q CSF: OOK Tiim: 030057. 


140c 1. COUNTRY STAR (G Bradnr) 7-2: 2. 
NordMrn SedUer 11 -& 3. The Hoar 114 in 
7ran,<d^lEJarneAHin9Brfcid)'fcte:D430: 
£208 £326 DF: ftZtt CSF: M42 
2.10: 1. ERMGAL (R Jrhraon) 7-2: 2 Royal 
Castle 5-1 : 3. Dragon Lord 64 tm. 8 ran. Hd 
a (D flctiolBon TtoiVto GUdng) Tbto: £530: 
060, C20G £160 DF: CTU30 CSF: E21M 
Amended FteaJL Mowtag a stouoda inquiry, 
die first and aaeond ptednjp were reuereed. 
240: 1. DANGER FUfNN (W MarBKM 7-1; 2. 
Royal Sebnftar 25-1; a BttobiM Galore 6S- 
1 7 ran. &-6 f«v King On The FUn (unaeatod 
rfctorj. 2S dst (Ms PSfe FtefenugM Tbefc 
Cfi.40; 070 C360 DF: £2110 CSF: SsBEL 
3.10: 1. TUCKBIS TOWN (B Feraon) 9-2; 2. 
TMceComr9-i:3.SflMaang5-l9ren.2-i far 
Rossel MBnd (Bth). T/s 17c (R Rowft Seor- 
rtafltnnV Tbto: CS70: EZflQ £2£Q £27H DF: 
£3510 CSF: £4034 Thcaat £6242. 

340:1. SUPREME DAY |J R Kwmgfi) to-h 
(nr. 2. Lucky Meater 5-1 ; 3. Htaad CaB 5-t 
10 ran,2'h. cU. (D MdwSqn, lampla GreongL 
TMK £160: £Lto £Z2Q £200 DF: GBOII CSF: 
£K3t W; Roberto fflw. 

Ptacapot: CUOMO Quadpot C3b6G 
Place 8: EU7533 Place S: 050*. 


SOUTHWELL 

Goins: Standard 

1SU20: 1. RING THE CHIEF (G Hamoil B-1; 
2.ForMRobint2-1;3.ltaBDfan*)12-1. 14 
ran. 4-i It lavs Ugh Noon (4di). Wngtrtp Bov 
7x 4 (M Usher). Tbec Eflsd; £200 £388 £230, 
DF: SGSM CSF: CB60& THcaafc W0TO& NR: 
Fa; -So La UngJsSc Denar. 


MJSB! 1. GUN LINE (G Hannon) B-i: 2. Tom 
4-1 ; 3. Mseeagbl FKO-l 18 ran. 3- 1 tar Tfeal 
4 1 Y-. (KBalJ. VXK r&Oi C24Q £133 C3LM 
DF; £3W» CSF? £4008 Tneaff C35656 W4: 
Explosive RMS 

T. THEATRE MAQC IN PdtertJ) 5-21av; 
2. GodntarthamPwk7-l;3. Are 10-t 11 ran. 
1 1 Vi. (D Shawl Tble: £340: cm E34Q C3S0 
DF: £620 CSF: C202L TMtasc EMflflZ 
1 Jttl. WESTS DE FLYER (DSvwaney) tO-1 : 
2 . Keen Hands 4-1; 3. Just Far You Jana 10- 
1 14 ran. 5-2 tar Ante Jasmine Sh-hd. rit 
lA Ketavny). ‘fota: COSO: £220 Clfll £340 
DF: £2070 CSF: PKK 
2J2D: 1. A DAY ON THE DUB (R Rtzpatrlck) 
7-2: 2. Lb Saimaa 0-1; 3. Btoa Hoppar M 
jtttK8ran.84]ttavBriiarta i'/..i'k|DEpdy). 
TOUT. CH£0: C34Q C23Q £130 OF: E224Q CSF: 
£3764 

2JS0:1. CHINA CASTLE (Mftbbutt) 3-1 tar. 
2. King Prban 20-1 ; 3. Count De Htmay 11 -Z 
18 ran. Ml 3. (P htaalam). HXe: £300. E25Q 
£SS0 C1BQ £321 DF: CB8JXL CSF: £7iaa Tri- 
cast: C321SS Tritacta: £173050 
320: 1.MJWA'SCAVALBUP MOdm) tt-l: 
2. Golden Symp tt-ii lav; 3. Burton* Folly 
100-30 6 ran. 'h t (R HcMstiaael) TWr- nstr. 
caaa KC. CF: S«a CSF: TOSQ 
350: 1,MUrABARIfJOutanlfl-1;2.Ko*evo 
B-1 ; 3. Ertton W-L 1 1 ran. 2-1 lev Live PrweL 
V fc 4 (teSLBn%^TMKE88a «oa£230 
0.70, DF- £2530 CSF: £77.43 THeatt 
CVJ7257. 

Jackpot Not vuto: CWP4757 earned torward 
» UngfMd today. 

Ptacepoc CT&6Q Quadpot £27.70 
Ptaca ft £62072 Place ft £7131 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 


1 Chetsea v Coventry 1 

2 Derby v Blackburn 1 

3 Leeds v Middlesbrough 1 

4 Leicester v Manchester Utd jt 

5 Liverpool v Southampton ...............1 

6 Nottm Forest v Arsenal -2 

7 Tottenham v Wimbledon x 

3 West Ham v Sheffield Wed 1 


Sunday: Charlton u Newcastle Monday: 
Aston Villa u Everton. 


NATIONWIDE 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

9 Barnsley v Birmingham J 

10 Bradford Otyv Crewe t 

1 1 Bristol City v Tranmere 8 

T2 Bury * OPR 1 

13 Crystal Palace v Stockport -.1 

14 Grimsby n Oxford Uni I 

13 Nprwtch v west Bromwfch 1 

1* Port Vale v Smndon . .m 

17 Portsmouth v HuddersBrtd m 

18 Sheffield Urd v Bolton Jt 

19 Wtolves v Wacfoni m 

Sunday: Sunderland v Ipswich. 


NATIONWIDE 
5ECOND DIVISION 

20 Bournemouth y Notts County. 1 


21 Burnley v Chesterfield Jt 

22 Gillingham v \taiH 1 

23 MacdesfleW v Stoke — -2 

24 Manchester City v Fulham Jt 

25 Norrttampton v Walsall -2 

26 Oldham v Blad\pool •* 

27 Preston v Luton - 1 

28 Reading v Bristol Rovers.. 1 

29 Wigan v Lincoln City 1 

30 Wycombe vMillwall 2 


Friday: Colchester v Wrexham. 


NATIONWIDE 
THIRD DIVISION 


31 Brentford v Hailfa» 1 

32 Cariele v Scunthorpe -2 

33 Chester v Brighton ...."Poatponed 

34 Darlington v Hull 1 

35 Hartlepool v Bamec 1 

36 Petertxjrougn v Cardiff 

37 Plymouth v Mansfield - . 

38 Rotherham v Leyton Orient.. 1 

39 Scarborough v Eneter Jt 


Not oa aNqroraR Shrewsbrey v Soumenct 
Swansea v Cambridge Utd: fertpiay v Ftodv 
dale. Friday. ‘Chester v Brighton. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 


40 Ayr v Airdrie.—— 1 

41 Clydebank v 5t Mirren 1 


42 Falkirk v Morton 1 

43 Hibernian v Hamilton 1 

44 Stranraer v Rairh 2 


SCOTTISH 
SECOND DIVISION 

45 Alloa v Livingston 2 

46 Clyde v Inverness CT jt 

47 Forfar v Stirling 2 

48 ftrtlck v Arbroath 1 


Sunday*. East File v Queen of South. 


SCOTTISH 
THIRD DIVISION 

49 Berwick v Srenhousermur 2 

Noe on caopaaq: Albion v Cowdenbeath: 
East Stirling v Queen's Parle Montrose v 
Dumbarton: Row County v Brechin. 

TEN HOMES; Chelsea v Coventry: Der- 
by v Blackburn: Leeds v Middlesbrough; 
Liverpool v Southampton; West Ham v 
Shelfl eld Wednesday: Bradford Otv v 
Crewe: Grimsby v Oxford Utd; Readme y 
Bristol Rovers; Falkirk v Morten; Hibern- 
ian v Hamilton. 

HVE ALWAYS: Nottingham Forest v Ar- 
senal: MacdesfleM v Sroke; Alloa v Liv- 
ingston; Forfar v Sorting: Berwick v 
Srenhousemmc 
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Rave n hill result instils sweet hope in Irish hearts 


THE MOST cheering news since 
England beat South Africa at IVrick- 
enham was that Ulster had beaten 
Stade Frangais at Ravenhill, 
Belfast, so securing a place in the 
final of the European Cup against 
Colomiers. The latter French team, 
by the way, do not come from a sub- 
urb of Paris, as the television com- 
mentators always say they do, but 
from a suburb of Toulouse. 

The win in Belfast was, if any- 
thing, even more cheering than 
the win at Twickenham. It was 
equally unexpected but even more 
ro man tic. Nevertheless, my col- 
league Chris Hewett was right to 
point out yesterday that Saturday 
did not witness Ravenhill 's finest 
hour; or hour-and-a-haif. That was 
in March, 1948, when Ireland de- 
feated Wales 6-3 (two unconverted 



ALAN 

WATKINS 


tries from J C Daly and Barney Mul- 
Lan to one from Bleddyn Williams) 
to win the first and, so fax; the 
only Grand Slam in the country’s 
history 

I (fid not see that match but saw 


the equivalent game a year later at 
St Helen's. Swansea, a ground which, 
IiTch Ravenhill, is sadly no longer in 
use far internati onal fixtur es. Ireland 
were not in contention for the Grand 
Slam this time. They had been beat- 
en by France at Lansdowne Road in 
their first match of the Champi- 
onship. they had gene on to beat 

Rngfopri nrw? Scn HancT 

They were stronger than they 
had been in the previous season. 
Georgs Norton had come in at full- 
back, and MicfcLane and Nod Hen- 
derson into the threequarters. Their 
greatest strengths remained unim- 
paired; Jackie Kyle and Ernie 
Strathdee at half-back, and a back 
row, perhaps Ireland's best ever 
(though there have been some good 
ones since), of Jim McKay, Des 
O’Brien and Jim McCarthy. 


Ireland could still win the Triple 
Crown and that they proceeded to 
do, by a try from McCarthy con- 
verted by Norton to nothing from 
Whies, even though the latter in- 
cluded such notable performers as 
ffgn Jones, Bleddyn Williams, Jack 
Matthews, Billy Cleaver; Haydn 
Tannpc John Gwittiam, Ray Cale 
and Rees Stephens. 

This was Whies first season in 
white rather than navy blue shorts, 
but Ireland were still wearing dub 

stockings. Since then they have 
won the Triple Crown twice, in 1982 
and 1985, and the Championship on 
two further occasions, in 1951 and 
1974 - both years in which Whies 
bad, on paper; far the stronger side. 

Will we see something of the 
same kind this year? One of the de- 
velopments of this season has been 


the way Irish players have reversed 
the journey of the old Celtic saints 
and returned across the Irish Sea: 
Jonathan Bell and Allen Clarke 
from Northampton, David 
Humphreys from London Irish and 
Simon Mason from Richmond, all of 
whom were in the Ulster team and 
who will, among others from the 
camp fpHntj be on the pencilled fist 
for a place in the national side. 

Humphreys, in parti c ul ar ; may 
solve one of Ireland’s problems: get- 
ting the back fine moving after 
solid work from the forwards. Eric 
EHwood, invaluable place kicker 
though he is, has not always man- 
aged to do this. Humphreys is as 
sMUed a kicker as Elwood, though 
it was Mason who successfully per- 
formed this task on Saturday. 

Eric Millei; formerly afLecester; 


is another international who has re- 
turned to bis native land and, 
whether coincidentally or not, re- 
covered the form he lad displayed 

before going to Sotoh Africa with the 
1997 lions. 

In some ways it fe a i»ty that Lon- 
don Irish have ceased to be a true 
exiles’ club. But then, so have the 
others. The idea of London Scottish 

being taken over fay Bristol is a con- 
tradiction in terms, which does not 
prevent it from being discussed as 
a serious proposition. 

similarly London Irish have, 
under the managership of. Dick 
Best, been turned into London 
Southern Hemisphere and have 
been deservedly going up the table 
ever since. However; those Irish 



and Malcolm O'Keily. can only be- 
come better players in such exalt- 
ed company. . 

The European Cup final ts to be 
played in Dublin.1 have no doubt 
that, the Lansdowne Road crowd will 
be cheering Ulster on insteadof be- 
having like those Scottish football 
supporters who cheer whatever 
side to he playir^ Eng la n d. 

Ru^>y in Ireland has not been in- 
fected by the divisions in that coun- 
try. At the same time, it has ployed 
no part at all in healing those divi- 
sions. Dr Conor Cruise O'Brien 
once told me that this was because ffr 
rugby was played by the middle ’ 
classes, whereas all the trouble 
came from the working classes. The 
Irish rugby team may cause the 
other countries some trouble this 
season. At least I hope so. 


British 

League 

solution 

unveiled 


ALMOST IN spite of itself, 
British rugby may just be inch- 
ing towards a political solution 
cute enough to give all inter- 
ested parties - the English, 
the Welsh, the club owners, 
the union administrators, the 
television moguls and thepoor 
bloody infantry who actually 
have to play a game disfigured 
and discredited by three years 
of committee-room chicanery - 
most of what they want. An in- 
fluential group of moderates, 
thought to include both the 
Northampton owner Keith Bar- 
well and Terry BurwelL the op- 
erations director of the Rugby 
FootbaU Union, are pushing 
for a two-conference - system 
next season - a structure that 
would allow dubs to qualify for 
an elite 10-team Premiership 
starting in the autumn of 2000. 

The strategy owes some- 
thing to English cricket, which 
has set this summer aside for 
counties to compete for a place 
in a new first division the fol- 
lowing year. By creating two 10- 
team conferences, complete 
with play-offs, the organisers 
could include all 14 Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership One clubs, 
the four leading Welsh sides 
and, if they so wished, the two 
Scottish “super dubs”, Edin- 
burgh Reivers and Glasgow 
Caledonians. Quite simply, the 
top five sides from each con- 
ference would make up the fbl- 
lowing year’s top flight, with the 
rest forming a second 
Premiership division. 

As one Twickenham insider 
said yesterday, the benefits 
would be legion. The system 
would allow the English dubs 
to abide by the promotion and 
relegation promises enshrined 
in the Mayfair Agreement and 
thus extricate themselves from 
the bottomless pit now being 
dug by Bristol, who are threat- 
ening to buy their way into the 
big time by purchasing the 
financially-embarrassed Lon- 
don Scottish. It would also give 
the Welsh a strong stake in the 
competition and, crucially, 
bring to an end the damaging 
dispute their Union is having 
with Cardiff and Swansea, who 
have effectively severed all 
links by playing rebel matches 
with their Eng lish brethren. 

What is more, the new com- 
pact competition would create 
suffirient elbow room for a 
wholesale return to European 
competition; something that 
players, spectators and all but 
the least enlightened board- 
room bufiy positively crave, es- 
pecially in the light of Ulster’s 
taste of rugby heaven in last 


RUGBY UNION 


BY Chris hewett 

weekend's cup semi-final vic- 
tory overStade Frangais. “The 
important thing is to give the 
dubs due notice of exactly what 
they are playing for, and by 
using the conferences next sea- 
son which will be shortened by 
the World Cup anyway, we 
could set the goalposts in con- 
crete and never have to move 
them again," said one source 
yesterday. 

Brian Baister. the RFU 
chairman has set a deadline of 
31 January for the completion 
of all negotiations and the 
board of English First Divi- 
sion Rugby, the grouping of 
the 14 Premiership One dubs, 
meets in 10 days' time. 

Agreement there would give 
the union representatives a lit- 
tle overa week to thrash out the 
final details and, given that 
failure to do so would leave the 
game in the mother of all mess- 
es, hopes are rising that com- 
mon sense will finally prevail 

Burwell, whose influence 
over RFU policy was increased 
greatly as a result of last week's 
management reshuffle, was at 
pains yesterday to remove 
some of the sting from Bristol’s 
brazen attempt to barge their 
way into Premiership One 
through the back door. “The in- 
tegrity of the existing regula- 
tions applies: if Bristol are 
promoted, they will go into Pre- 
miership One,” he insisted. 

Meanwhile, the game rather 
than the politics made a brief 
foray into the spotlight yes- 
terday with the draw for the 
last 16 of the Tetley’s Bitter 
Cup. London Scottish, who as 
of last night were still in exis- 
tence and. therefore, still in the 
competition, were drawn at 
home to their Stoop landlords. 
Harlequins. 

West Hartlepool and New- 
castle will fight out a derby tie 
in the north-east, always as- 
suming that they do not merge 
in the interim, while Saracens, 
the holders, must travel to play 
renowned cup fighters Lydney, 
and Gloucester entertain this 
year's giant-killers, Henley- 
Most intriguingfy of all, Conor 
O'Shea’s inspired London Irish 
outfit return to Northampton, 
the scene of their remarkable 
ffve-by Premiership romp a 
week ago. It should be fun. 

TETLEY'S BITTER CUP Hf ll t-roond 
draw: Northampton v London Irish. 
Wasps v Waterloo. London Scottish v Har- 
lequins. Gloucester v Henley, West Hade- 
pool v Newcastle. Richmond v Exeter. 
Udoster v Leeds. Lydney v Saracens, (hes 
to be phiyed 30 or 31 January). 



Randy Moss of the Vikings collects a 45-yard pass ahead of the Arizona Cardinals’ Aeneas Williams in Minnesota on Sunday 


ARsport 


No stopping rampant Vikings 


AFTER WINNING 15 of their 16 
regular season contests and 
breaking the NFL all-time 
record by scoring 556 points 
along the way, expectations are 
high amongst the players, 
coaches and fans of the Min- 
nesota Vikings. Despite qualify- 
ing for four previous Super 
Bowls, the most recent in 1977, 
the Vikings hare yet to taste suc- 
cess in America’s premier sport- 
ing spectacle. Following Sunday 
night’s 41-21 drubbing of Arizona 
Cardinals, however the feeling 
is growing that the current 
Vikings are simply unstoppable 

Minnesota soared on five of 
their first six possessions, but of 
greater si gn ificance was the 
feet that while other teams tend 
to rely on one or two players for 
their points, the Vikings are 
able to generate contributions 
from a variety of sources. 

The quarterback Randall 
Cunningham had a relatively 


AMERICAN 

FOOTBALL 


BY NICK HALUNG 

quiet day yet still completed 17 
of his 27 pass attempts for 236 
yards, while his touchdowns 
went to three different receivers 
- Randy Moss, Cris Carter and 
Andrew Glover. Running back 
Robert Smith gained 124 yards 
rushing, while bis back-up Leroy 
Hoard scored three touchdowns. 
Even the little-used return spe- 
dalist David Palmer was thrown 
into the mix, rushing twice, 
c a tc hing two passes, and even 
luting up at quarterback in place 

of C unningham 

The Cardinals simply did not 
know where the ball was g oing 
to go on any given play. “This of- 
fensive scheme is very easy for 
success,” Smith said. “People 
can be brought in and taken out 
It is so dangerous because you 


cant stop everything. You just 
cant take it all away” 

Arizona’s cause was also un- 
done by their promising but in- 
experienced quarterback, Jake 
Plummer, who gave up two early 
interceptions, both of which 
were claimed by Robot Griffith. 
Tt was a case of me being young 
and hyped-up, and wanting to 
make a big {day when I should 
hare been patient,” he admitted. 

However; Bummer’s overall 
performance served to confirm 
that he is one of the game's ris- 
ing stars. Both his and Arizona’s 
misfortune was to run into a 
team seemingly destined for 

greatness. Only the Atlanta Fal- 
cons now stand between the 
Vikings and an appearance in 
Super Bowl XXXm. 

The likelihood is that the 

Denver Broncos will be there to 
oppose them. The Broncos were 
at their best in the 38-3 humbling 
of the Miami Dolphins and will 


now meet the New York Jets, 
who booked their place in the 
final four with a hard-fought 34- 
24 triumph over the stubborn 
Jacksonville Jaguars. 

The Jets held the ball for 
nearly 40 minutes, generating 29 
first downs and converting 10 of 
their 14 third downs, yet still 
made careless mistakes which 
kept the Jaguars in the game. 

The differences were the 
Jets' running back Curtis Mar- 
tin, who gained 124 yards on 36 
attempts, and a big day from the 
receiver Keyshawn Johnson, 
who scored two touchdowns. 

Though he was the first play- 
er selected in the 1995 collegia te 
draft Johnson's early career 
was less than sparkling: dropped 
passes, altercati on s with team- 
mates and a self-centred auto- 
biography fittingly entitled Just 

Give Me the Damn Ball alien- 
ating fens and the media alike 

However; the paternalistic 


influence of the head coach. Bill 
ParceUs, has seen Johnson talk- 
ing less and contributing more, 
and he has matured into one of 
the best receivers in the game. 
His nine catches for 12X yards 
were essential against the Jags 
and he even made a defensive 
contribution, intercepting Jack- 
sonville quarterback Mark 
Bruneffs pass to aid the contest 

■ The Washington Redskins 
have been sold for $80 0m 
(£485m) to a group beaded by the 
businessmen Howard and Ed- 
ward Mdstem and Daniel Snyder 
The sale beats the previous 
record of $530m, paid last year 
for the Cleveland Browns. 

■ Marty Scfoattenhenner quit as 
coach of the Kansas City Chiefs 
yesterday following a season in 
which his team was one of the 
NFBs biggest disappoint- 
ments.The Chiefs finished the 
year 7-9, Schottenheimer’s first 
losing season as a head coach. 


Collins will return for dream fight 


STEVE COLLINS is preparing to 
come out of retirement and 
challenge the World Boxing 
Council light-heavyweight 
champion, Roy Jones, on 17 
ApriL 

A former Warid Boxing Or- 
ganisation super-middleweight 
champion, Collins retired from 
the sport 18 months ago, after ap- 
parently having given up hope of 
ever facing the American. But 
the fighter nicknamed the 
“Celtic Warrior", along with 
his solicitor; Brian De La Hunt, 


BOXING 


were at ringside to witness 
Jones’ two -round demolition 
of Newark’s Ricky Frazier on 
Saturday night in Florida. 

Afterwards Jones, regard- 
ed by many boxing observers 
as the best pound -for-pound 
fighter in the world, immedi- 
ately challenged Collins to a 
showdown which is expected 
to net both fighters the biggest 
pay-days of their careen Stan- 
ley Levin, a lawyer and busi- 


ness advisor to Jones, said; 
The date is set - 17 ApriL We 
are looking at Madison Square 
Garden or a venue in England 
or Ireland as possibilities. 
When Steve was with Frank 
Warren I tried to make the 
fight but couldn't - it has taken 
two and a half years. We still 
have to get the economics 
sorted out and will have fur- 
ther discussions.'’ 

On the prospect of feeing 
Jones, 35-year-old Collins said: 
“I feel I have the strength to 


cope with anything he could 
throw at me and I love the 
thought of taking him on as the 
rank outsider 

“I was not given a chance 
against Chris Eubank and beat 
him twice, and everyone said 
Nigel Bean had the power to 
finish me off but the story was 
the same. 1 don't need the 
money at all because I am 
very comfortable. It is all about 
finding out who is the best, and 
that is all 1 ever wanted in my 
career.” 


Duval’s rise gathers pace 


DAVID DUVAL continued his 
rise to prominence on Sunday 
Ify coasting to a nine-stroke vic- 
tory in the Mercedes Champi- 
onship in Kapalua, Hawaii 

The 27-year-old American 
shot a closing 68 in a testing 
breeze to complete the opening 
tournament of the US 1b ur 26 
shots under par at 266. Mark 
O’Meara, who also closed with 
a 68, and BDfy Mayfair who 
carded 71, finished joint second 
on 275- 

Duval's victory margin was 


GOLF 


the largest in nearly two years 
on the US PGA Toun since 
Tiger Woods won the 1997 Mas- 
ters by 12 strokes. He also 
came within two strokes of 
matching the tour’s record low 
score in relation to pan set by 
John Huston at last year's 
Hawaiian Open. 

“To [win] a tournament in 
which everyone playing knows 
howto win makes it so special," 
Duval said of the 30-man field. 


which was restricted to last 
year's tour winners. Duval 
earned $468,000 (£285,000) for his 
eighth win in his past 27 starts 
on the PGA Toun Not since 
Nick Price won nine times in 
199364 has anyone won so often 
in such a short period 1 hope 
I can keep doing this for anoth- 
er 10 or 15 years,’' Duval said, 

Duval started the final round 

five strokes ahead of Fred 
Bbnk, who cut the margin to 
three shots after fire holes be- 
fore fading to finish joint fifth. 


Defiant 

Lindsay 

delays 

departure 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BY DAVE HADFIELD 

AS EVER, reports of the unmi- 
nent departure from the game v 
of Maurice Lindsay have 
proved to be exaggerated. 

The managing director of 
Super League (Europe) faced 
dubs yesterday amid rumours 
that he was on his way out in 
order to concentrate on his rac- 
ing interests, which inaeasedm 
importance when he paid over 
£200,000 for a string of book- 
making stands last month. 

Iindsayis onltis wayout,but 
only on his own terms. He con- 
firmed that he is to retire from 
his current position at the end 
of this season at the latest* ■ 
But he will stay on as an unpaid" ' 
non-executive director; with 
special responsibility for tele- 
vision contracts and expansion 
strategy. He will thus hang on 
to two of the most important 
levers of power: 

Nor is it dear that any an- 
gle, equally powerful, figure 
wifi emer^ In a reshuffle of re- 
sponsibilities, Leeds’ GaryHet- 
herington will become the 
organisation's football direc- 
tor; John Smith, also of Leeds, 
its finance director; with Chris 
Caisley of Bradford remaining 
as chairm 3 " 

Lindsay’s other functions 
will be redistributed internally; 
if that process goes smoothly he 
could choose to bow out before 
the end of the season, but de- 
nies that his racing activities 
will make that necessary. 4 
Tve been involved in rugby 
league for 20 years and I’ve 
worked for the game every day 
of that time, 1 ' he said. “But it is 
a young man’s game for ad- 
ministrators now and it is time 
for me to enter a new phase." 

It is now clear that the new 
phase will not involve melting 
quietly into the background, 
even if it means creating a 
new role for him - the second 
time that has happened, fol- 
lowing the invention of the job 
of managing director when 
Lindsay was ousted from the 
Rugby League in 1997. 

The Super League meeting 
also made significant changes 
m the working of the salary cap. 

In future, clubs will be allowed 
to spend either 51 per cent of 
their income or Elm, whichev- 
er is the greater, on players’ 
wages. If they break those linnf ' 
its, however; they could be de- * 
ducted competition points and 
prize money. 

The former Great Britain 
coach, Malcolm ReOfy, has been 
added to the think-tank charged 
with raising standards in the 
game. Reilly, now at Hudders- . 
field, is to sit on the League’s 
strategic planning executive. 

The coach Clive Griffiths 
and manager Mike Nicholas are 
to continue coaching th e Welsh 
national side until the end of 
next year. Griffiths is director 
of rugby at London Welsh, but 
has a clause in his contract re- 
leasing him to work with the 
Welsh rugby league side. 
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The i-alite of i 
year contract 
negotiated j 
Madrid's Boc 
by his wife, . 
“She's the tt 
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Gullit 

waiting 
on f 4.5m 
Jansen 



NEWCASTLE UNITED have 
made a final offer of £4£m for 
Matt Jansen. Crystal Palace’s 
England Under-21 striker Ruud 
Gullit, the Magpies' manager 
wants a swift response from 
Palace and is not prepared to 
enter an auction for the player, 
who could still attract late bids 
from Blackburn Rovers and 
Manchester United. 

Because of Duncan Fergu- 
son's injury, Gullit wants to 
sign Jansen quickly and put 
him straight into his team. Any 
delay would see Newcastle's in- 
terest cooL 

Jansen, meanwhile, is said to 
be unhappy with reports that he 
had asked to be left out of the 
Palace team that lost at Bolton 
on Sunday because he bad 
been unsettled by transfer 
speculation. One of Jansen’s ad- 
visers insisted yesterday that 
the player had been told by 
Palace that he would not play 
at Bolton because a transfer 
...*• deal was in the pipeline. 

,7‘; Arnar Gunnlaugsson, whose 

; z*' differences with his dub ap- 
peared to have been forgotten 
. ~ L when he was selected for Sim- 
day’s match against Palace, 
"y shocked Bolton yesterday by 
^'submitting a transfer request 
; -- He is unhappy at the dub’s fid- 
~ ure to give him a new contract 
and refusal to consider selling 
: 'V him after interest from Leices- 

~ ter City and No ttingham FtaresL 

z ‘- Bolton may have a ready- 
made replacement in Bo 
Hansen, a Dane who has been 
on trial at tbeReebokStadrum. 
Eis duh> Brondby hope to com- 
plete die sale of the 26-year-old 
striker this week for over £lm. 

Nick Barmhy may leave 
Everton. The striker was upset 
at losing his place to John Oste- 
al the weekmuL He could be a 
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By Alan Nixon 

target for Derby County, who 
would probably have to pay 
£L5m. Walter Smith, the Ever- 
ton manager may consider sell- 
ing Barmby because he wants 
money to buy Celtic’s Simon 
Donnelly. He is free in the sum- 
meg but Everton need him now. 

Juninho, who has been 
linked with a move to Aston 
Villa, was again left out of 
Atletico Madrid’s starting line- 
up on Sunday. The Atletico 
coach. Arrigo Sacchi, insists 
that Juninho is not for sale, but 
speculation is mounting in 
Spain that the Brazilian mid- 
fielder may soon be on his way. 

Bryan Richardson, the 
Coventry City chairman, says 
he is determined to keep Dar- 
ren Huckerby .at the club. 
Richardson said be valued the 
striker at £10m. 

Sheffield Wednesday are giv- 
ing trials to Benfica’s Hugo 
Porfirio, who made 27 appear- 
ances for West Ham two sea- 
sons ago, and the Swedish 
striker; Alexander Osthind. 

Swindon’s Darren Bullock, 
Gillingham's Andy Hes sen- 
thaler and Hartlepool’s Graeme 
Lee have been given two-match 
susp ensions after being booked 
II times this season. 

Robbie Keane, Wolves’ lead- 
ing scorer; will miss six match- 
es in April because he is 
required to play for the Re- 
public of Ireland in the World 
Under-20 Championships in 
Nigeria. Lucas Radebe of 
; Leeds and Mark Fish of Bolton 
ihave been called up by South 
Africa for the African Nations' 

Clip qualifier in Mauri tius pp 93 

January. 



“Free Gil’ declares the banner as Atletico Madrid supporters show solidarity with the dub’s imprisoned president, Jesus Gil Reuters 

Cry freedom for president Gil 


Spain 

JESUS GEL, the president of 
Atletico Madrid who was 
gaoled last week on charges of 
illegally channeling funds to 
the Spanish club, was admit- 
ted to hospital yesterday with 
high blood pressure. Gil was 
fafo»n to hospital in Malaga 
from prison. Doctors said he 
was suffering from high blood 
pressure, probably because of 
stress and poor diet He was 
expected to remain there for at 
least three days. 

Gil the mayor of Marbella, 
was gaoled without bail on 
charges of embezzlement and 
falsifying documents related to 
contracts signed between the 
town of Marbella and Atletico 
Madrid. The PrimeraDivision 
dub have worn the Marbella 
name on the front of their 
shirts in recent seasons. 

Gil has been accused of 
channelling almost £2m of 
Marbella funds to Atletico. His 
alleged crimes have not dent- 
ed his popularity with the 


dub’s fans . During Sunday’s 
5-0 win home win over Ex- 
tremadura. nearly 50,000 fans 
took advantage of Atletico’s 
decision to waive admission 
fees for the match, in an effort 
to boost morale and show their 
support for their president 

Atletico’s vice-president 
Lazaro Albarradn, rallied the 
crowd before the game and 
passed on Gil’s appreciation 
for the support shown once his 
arrest “There are very few 
reasons that would lead our 
president to miss a match,” AJ- 
barradn said, as a giant pic- 
ture of Gil was displayed on the 
stadium’s big television screen 
to chants of “Freedom for 
Jesus Gil”. 

In Malaga, where GO was 
being held prior to going to 
hospital, several hundred sup- 
porters had continued their 
vigil at the weekend in front of 
Alhaurin de la Torre prison, 
carrying banners calling for his 
release. Some, had been deep- 
ing in their cars outside the 
prison since Gil was arrested. 
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South Africa 

THE DUTCH champions, Ajax, 
announced yesterday they had 
taken a 51 per cent stake in 
Ajax Cape Town, a new dub 
which will play in South 
Africa’s Premier League next 
season. 

The dub has been formed 
by merging Seven Stars and 
Cape Town Spurs. Seven 
Stars’ owner Rob Moore and 
John Comitis, who owned 
Cape Ttown Spurs, will hold the 
remaining 49 per cent of Ajax 


Cape Town. Ajax will invest 
almost dm in upgrading Cape 
Town Spurs' facilities and the 
new dub will adopt Ajax’s 
training methods. 

Ajax said their investment 
would mainly be aimed at 
strength ening the new dub's 
youth department Talented 
players will be offered the pos- 
sibility of full-time or part- 
time contracts in Amsterdam. 
The Dutch dub will have the 
right of first refusal on players. 

Ajax already had a cooper- 
ation partnership with Seven 
Stars, the former dub of the 
international striker Benedict 
McCarthy, who moved to Ajax 
in 1997. Ajax also said they 
were supporting the staging of 
the 2006 World Cup in Africa. 

The former Liverpool goal- 
keeper; Bruce Grobbelaai; was 
last week offered the job of 
coaching Seven Stars, who 
are to merge with Spurs at die 
end of the season. Several of 
his former Zimbabwean 
international team-mates are 
in the squad at Stars. 


Cameroon 

ROGER MILLA, the former 
Cameroon international 
striker, is depressed by the 
state of tite game in his native 
country, following Fife's deci- 
sion last week to suspend its 
football federation and ban 
the national team from in- 
ternational competition. 

Tm disheartened. With our 
epic performances we man- 
aged to lift Cameroon to the 
status of a great football na- 
tion,” said Milla, who inspired 
Cameroon when they readied 
the 1990 World Cup quarter- 
finals in Italy. “Now our coun- 
try no longer exists, the light 
is going out” 

Milla works in the youth 
department of the French dub 
Montpellier, but makes no 
secret of the fad he would like 
to return home in some 
capacity. However, he added: 
“When I offered to help, I 
wasn't well received. Nothing 
was done to help me pull 
Cameroon out of the impasse." 


SPORT/23 

United 
ready to 
move for 
Moyes 

ALEX FERGUSON, the Man- 
chester United manager, will 
ask Preston North End for per- 
mission to talk to David Moyes 
about becoming his assistant 

Ferguson has dedded that 
the young Glaswegian, rated 
one of the game’s brightest 
prospects, is the ideal replace- 
ment for Brian Kidd. The Old 
'Qrafford manag er has worked 
on his own since Kidd left for 
Blackburn and thinks the time 
is right to recruit a new assis- 
tant He feels the workload is 
too much for him alone and 
wants a vibrant young coach 
who can take training. 

Moyes has earned wide- 
spread admiration as a result 
of Preston’s challenge for pro- 
motion and their FA Cup en- 
counter with Arsenal last week. 
He celebrates his first an- 
niversary as manager today. 

The workaholic manager 
has been embarrassed by ques- 
tions about the United link, 
first revealed by the Indepen- 
dent in December, but would 
obviously be interested in the 
post North End are bound to 
fight to keep him. however and 
could demand a large com- 
pensation figure. 

Ferguson has admired 
Moyes for years. He has been 
a qualified coach from his early 
20s and captained all the clubs 
he played for Moyes would 
also have the respect of the 
players as he has made a suc- 
cessful start to h is managerial 
careen He is also a former 
team-mate of David Beckham 
-ffie England midfielder was at 
Preston on loan in 1994-95. 

Another problem for Fergu- 
son to deal with may be the dis- 
affection of Teddy Sheringfaam, 
who has complained of being 
unhappy languishing on the 
sidelines. The England striker 
has made six starts for United 
this season, and was not even 
on the bench for the win over 
West Ham on Sunday. 

“The manager has four of us, 
which makes it difficult for 
me,” he said. ‘Tm not sure it is 
even a rotation system and, to 
be honest, rm not coping well 
with not playing regularly in the 
first team. A footballer wants to 
play football and when he 
doesn't get a game he is un- 
happy, and I am no different" 
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_ AMERICAN FOOTBALL 
■; AFC DhdstooaJ Plny-off: Mew York Jets 
— SAJadaonuBeJaguaraZ^.HrcnMilnnrt 
- . Play-off: Minnesota Vikings 41 Arizona 
Cardinals 2 1. Uets onoy to Denver Bron- 
“• rps for AFC Championship: Minnesota at 
„ to Atianta Falcons for NFC Or am- 

nfanslup). 
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-- 14-day World Indoor Singles Cham- tour batch (Purism (Second dm 
... pionshlp In Hopton-on-Sea with a °* bum): West Indies 220 and 94 for £ 
srrak>hr-ws urfn nunr his rnmnatriot Boland 135. 


BASKETBALL 
SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Bnd- 
mtaar League: Chester Jets 78 Renault 
Leicester Riders 88. 

BOWLS 

Davrd Corkill from Belfast started the 
sCham- 
a 

-sets win over his compatriot 
Jim Baker. Corkill took the UK title 
at the same venue in November and 
picked up where he had left off In 
this event. He recovered from 6-4 
down In the opening set and 6-5 
down In the second, winning both 
7-6. and then powered Through the 
third set. 7-0. 

WORLD INDOOR SINGLES CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Hoptoa-oa-Sea. Norfolk) 
First notaw D CarkMn (Irf) bt J Baker | 
(Eng) bt 1 


CRICKET 

The venues of two Tests in Pakistan's 
forthcoming tour of India have 
been changed because right-wing 
Hindu activists have threatened to 
disrupt the matches. The first Test 
will be In Madras, starting 28 Jan- 
uary and the second wQI be in New 
Delhi from 4 February. Originally, the 
first Test was in New Delhi and the 
second at either Madras or Kant 

SNEOTBD SHKLD (Adelaide) (ftafi 
of foor): South Australia 284 for 9 dec; 
729: Western Australia 330 and 184 for * 
IM Hussey 97). Western Australia won 
bn stx Mndcnes. 

TOUR BATCH (PMrt. SAWS 


FOOTBALL 

m CARLSBBM UASE Bftfc-roaad drone 
Bowers United or Wbcdbridge town v Canv- 
beriey town: Bedford town v Tiverton town: 
Dunsmn FB v lymtagron 6 New MKton; Fortl 
United v Bedlrngton ter 


7-6 7-8 7-0: D Hole (Enj 
3-7 5-7 7-5 1.2 7-3. 
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BOXING 

' Charlie Kane from Clydebank has had 
to pull out of his International Bcoc- 

■ ing Organisation mrer-conrl nen cal 
welterweight tide bout with the Lorv 

. doner Bernard Paul after suffering 
an Achilles tendon problem. The 

■ ^jight, whldi was part of a triple head- 
fit on 25 January in Glasgow, wifi 
•’ now be replaced by an 130 Inter-con- 

cl rental light-middleweight contest 
. between G eland’s Joe Town si ey 
and Jim Webb from Belfast. 


sdirngton terriers: Worfcfngron 
Sudbury Wanderers or Gar forth Town: 
Thame United v Wick or VbuxhaU GM; 
Taunton town v Northwood; CDtheroe or 
St Helens town v Bemercon Heath Harle- 
quins. (des to be played Saturday 30th Jan- 
uary 7999). 

FRANCE SQUAD (Meadly v Morocco. 
Wednesday 20 January. Marseilles): 
Satin i (Monaco). Rama (Bordeaux). 
Blase (Marseilles). Candela (AS Roma). 
Ttraram (Parma). Ltzonza (Bayern Mu- 
nich), DesolUi (Chelsea), Lcboeuf 
(Chelsea). DJorkaeff (Internationale). 
Baghosalafl |Fhrma). Zidane Uuventus . 
DeSctamps (Jtnrentus). FRCN (Arsenti). 
VMra (Arsenal). Dogarry 
Aneflta (Arsenal). Maurice 
PVe* (Marseilles). 

SUNDWS UDE RESULTS: bate kwoK 
Latio 2 (Wert 67. MUtafode 69) Horentha 0. 
SpnU Leaner Tenerife 0 Celta Vigo 2 
(Karpin. htodKohMiettaJ Madrid 5 (Comsa, 
Serena. Aguilera 3. Fremdoso) Exmemndu- 
ra 0. Fifth Leagu* Cap Brat round: Mar- 
seResl Lera) (oec tens won 6-5onpendUe5|. 


GOLF 

US PGA I 

puta 

unless stttMi): 266B Duval 67 63 
I 68. 275 M O'Meara 70 68 69 68: B 
Mayfair 66 69 69 71. 276 V Singh (FH) 
7065 70 71 . 277 T Woods 69 69 67 72: 
J Leonard 68 72 68 69: F Funk 66 69 68 
74. 278 D Loire 69 68 71 70. 280 J Furyk 

68 69 68 75. 281 F Couples 69 68 73 
71. 282 B Andrade 67 70 74 71. 283 JP 
Hayes 70 71 70 72. 284 LJanzen 69 72 
74 69: J Sluman 73 67 72 72. 285 S Pate 
66 70 73 76. 2B6S Appleby (Airs) 70 71 
72 73: B Chamblee 70 71 69 76. 287 J 
Durant 66 70 77 74; J Huston 71 71 73 
72. 288 C Perry 69 73 74 72: M Cai- 
cauecchla 70 71 70 77. 290 S Jones 75 

69 73 73: J Cook 68 69 80 73: P Mlck- 
elson 72 70 70 78. 292 S Simpson 71 71 
74 76. 293 S Elklngton £Ausi74 73 73 
73: J Pamevlh (Swe) 69 74 73 77. 299 
T Dodds (Nam) 72 73 75 75. 296 T Wat- 
son 74 71 75 76. ; 

76 76. 

LEADING WORLD RANKINGS (US am- 
less stated): 1 T Woods 1 1 .80pts swe; 
2 M O'Meara 10.69; 3 D Duval 10.45: 4 
D Love ID 9.28: 5 E Els (SA) 9.19: 6 N 
Price (2Jm) 8.88: 7 V Singh rFTjr) 8-76: 8 
L Westwood (SB) 8.65; 9 1 Montgomerie 
(GB) 8.45: 10 F Couples 7.63: llJFuryk 
7.32: 12 P Mkkelson 7.12; 13 M OsaW 
an) 6.77: 14 J Leonard 6.57; 15 J 


. 301 M Bradley 71 78 
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SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
[he resort of your choice. 
Phone or Pax 0870 51 00 8*3 
(the fax lists codes for ISO re- 
sorts] 

To flscen to Che latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 090 1 47 70 051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

temp Forecast 

Areals 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Upper runs best 

BO 

150 

11.1 

-IOC Changeable 

NBbGhel SS% 

Upper runs good 

10 

65 

10.1 

-1C Unsettled 

5c Anton 95% 

BULGARIA 

Powder at aidtude 35 

310 

10.1 

-1C Cdd 

Pamporcwo.,100% 

CANADA 

Snow wet 

40 

70 

8.1 

8C Mixed 

Trembtent 

FRANCE 

Fresh snow 

40 

60 

10.1 

-9C Oeody 

Les Gets. 90% 

Upper runs good 

40 

BS 

10.1 

-2C Unsettled 

lUtflsfae 85% 

nwy 

Fresh powder 

40 

130 

11.1 

-3C Unsettled 

Courmayeur ..75% 

\bHee Blanche open40 

70 

11.1 

-3C Light snow 

5an Cassiano 75% 
NORWAY 

Fresh snow 

30 

60 

11.1 

-SC Light snow 

Gelia ...... 100% 

SWITZERLAND 

Good fresh cover 

60 

90 

6.1 

•18C Sunny 

Grinddweld 100% 
UNITED STATES 

Fredi snow cover 

20 

100 

9.1 

-12 Dry: bright 

Park Qty 75% 

Pteed powder 

115 

ns 

2B.12 

-1 2C Pt doudy 



Information supplied Of Ski HorSne 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 160 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 

1 Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min, 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 

' WORLD CO V E R ■ 


0800 365 


ONE CALL AND YOU 


mnunittmauoni 


'RE COVERED 

The nporiad 




The Auscralian-bom Scots interna- 
tional half-back. Oils Orr. who 
played In Super League with Hud- 
dersfield last season, has joined Old- 
ham on a one-year contract, while 
Whnrngton are to announce the sign- 
ing of Alan Hunce. released by Hull, 
on Thursday. 


SAILING 



NHL: New York Rangers 5 tempa Bay 2: 
Ottawa 4 Detroit 1: Florida 2 Calgary 1; 
Anaheim 6 Edmonton A; Colorado 3 
Chicago 2 (ot): Vancouver 2 Dallas 0. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Coaches are to fare mandatory fines 
if they abuse or pubBcahy criticise ref- 
erees next season, with automatic 
punishments starting at £100. 


■■tip (altar 2 races): I 5 Robertson | 

2 pcs: 2 5 Muluia (Fin) 3: 3 M DezHHe ( . 
4. GB: 35 J Stagteton 24: 43 N Muller 3D. 
46 DWinstameyll . Has Gold Cn (after 

4 raoas): 1 M Kusnterwfcz (ftH) 30pcs: 2 I 
Percy IGB1JS: 3 F loot (Swe) 37: GB: 14 
D MeUor 77: 26 R Sreti house 122: 28 C 
ChumNey 1 24; 36 J Lea 1 40: 60 ft WNd 2 1 8 . 
4 Ovr World CteaiptoosUp: (after 5 
races): 1 C Nicholson and E Smyth (Aus) 
5 pcs. 2 E Latich and 8 Radne (Aus) 8: 3 J 
and G Boyd (Aus) 8. GB; 7 A and I Budgen 
8; 12T Rcbtraon and I Wtihcr 1 7: 1 4 P Bioth- 
enon and N McDonald 18: 24 A Richardson 
and P Grcenhalgh 26: 26 I Barter and D 
Phillips 27; 29A Stead and Z BOOT 29: 57 
G Farram and D Johnson 52 pc. SoOag 
World O i m plo Bihlp (after 3 races): 1 

5 WesrefRoara. J Bolsen MoUer and B West- 
ergaard (Den) 8pcs; 2 J Schuemana G Bahr 
and I Baritone*! |Ger) 12pcs: 3 J MadrigaS. 
C Healy and E StoWusW (ITS) 19. SB: 13 
L Smith. O S rewart and R Cnrictehank 44; 
16 A Beadiwonri. R Sydenlum and B 
PSridn 50. 470 Med* Wbrid Oamptoeel# 
droop A (alter 6 races): 1 E Brastauec 
and I Matvienko (llkr) apes: 2 A Kos- 
maxopoulas and K Trlgonb (Gr) 28: 3 A 
Roseniikde Pederson and B Johnson (Den) 
28; <mt 10 N ftogws and J Gbnfleki 50. Man 
Group B (after 6 races): 1 G Pnftppe and 
T Garbo (Frl I2pts; 2 J Conte and J EWa 
Fuence (Are) 20: 3 M Reeser and K Bum- 
ham (US) 22. GB: 21 M Fenwfc* and S Hugh- 
es 91: 24 D Jones and M Hogan 101. Men 
droop C (after 6 races): 1 5 Cooke and 
P Nicholas (NZ) 1 8: 2 N IMImoc and D Scrim 
(Alb) 22: 3 H Rocha and N Baneto (Par) 26: 
GB: 1 3 D Edwards and A May I 
er and D Newman 83. 47 
World Championship Oroop A (after 6 
races): 1 N Bkwer and W Buelle (Ger) 1 2pCS 
2 F Saha and E Session 22 ; 3 ft Taran and 
E Pahhoichai (Ukrt 24. GB: 14 K Nurron and 
B MBSOD 58. Group B (after 6 races): 1 
5 Beeacorou and E eouira (Gr) 1 6: 2 V Kra- 
ehun and N Gaponovich (Rus) 22: 3 S and 
M Vttjrd (Den) 22 OB: 10 L Walker and 5 
ftridn 39: 13 B Ragatt and 5 Webb 57; 20 
S Rees Jones and llsask 82. 


SNOOKER 



I Wilson . , 

Burden (Eng) bt M 
) bt R Hull [Fin 

r Jones 

O' Kane . 

Phonbun 


: (Eng) 5-3; J S*ra 

« bt R Kill (Fin) 5-1; J Lardrar (See) b 

es (Eng) 5-4; M Campbell (Seal bt I 

^NZjjjj~4; K Broughton (Eng) u I 


TENNIS 

SVDIOTBfniBIKnONAL (Aaa) Man’s 
dories. Am round: M Rosset (Saric) be 
B UWiracn (O Itep) 54 6-0: A Cbrreda (SpJ 
bt H D i g e kma m (Ger) 4-6 6-3 6-3: J-MGar> 
bM (US) bt S Sidle (Aus) 7-6 2-6 6-1 ; ACosta 
(Sp) bt P Haartnils (Neth) fr2 6-4: R Kra- 
feek (Necfi) bt J Gotmam (Fr) 6-4 4-0 ret 
J Scohenbers (Aus) vMbert Bernategpi (Sp) 
6-1 6-7 4-4 (Afcttft steeped due® OodSchf)- 
Ngoail mgtesTnnc romtdi P Schny- 
der (StM) bt5 tested (Ft) 6-3 3-6 6-2: M 
J Fernandez (US) bt M Serna (Sp) 6-7 6-2 
6-1 ; B Schett (Aut) bt A Mauresmo (Fr| 6- 
1 7-6: K Habsudow (Skwak) bt E Ukhovt- 
I 7-5 6-1; OVbn 
Spfriea (tom) 6-1 n . 

Luck (Croa) 6-4 3-6 6-0. 

ATP TOUR RANKBtOS: 1 P Sampras (US) 
39i5pcs; 2 M Rios (p«e) 3670: 3 A Cor- 
recta (So) 335& 4 P Rafter (Aus) 3315. 5 C 
Moya (Sp) 3159: « A Agassi (US) 2879: 7 
T firman «aj 274 2; fKftooera (Sk«*) 
2579: 9 G Rusedski (GB) 2568; lORKn- 
acek (Neth) 2548: 11 Y KafeMm (Rus) 
2515: 12 G konfeetde (Craa) 2062: 13 A Com 
(Sp) 1823: 14 C PtoUne (Fr) 1797: IS M 
Himppctssis (Aus) 1 792. 16 T Martin IU5) 
1774; 17 T JorariBon (5we) l76l;18TEn- 
rnbt (Swe) 1679: 19 1 Stemerink (Neth) 
1664: 20 FMantSa (Sp) 1643. 


i (Rus) 7-5 6-1; ti van Roast (Bel) bt I 
lea (Rom) 6-1 ret A Coenrr (5A) bt M 
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LONDON BOAT SHOW 
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Fairbrother steals the show 


IT HAS 50 far eluded every other 
cricket-playing nation as a mas- 
ter plan, but that should hardly 
bother En gland. Thpir singular 


side with batsmen who were 
bora long before the hirthcrf one- 
day international cricket in 1971 
appears to be working. 

In Brisbane yesterday the 
side who started the triangular 
series as third favourites en- 
sured their presence as the 
early leaders in the qualifying 
competition. Neither Australia 
nor Sri Lanka have yet won a 
game. Flayed two, won two with 
eight to play is a long way from 
turning the tables but you can 
detedt the doth being ruffled. 

The win over Sri Lanka was 
another dose affair. England 
might have won at a canter but 
then presumably realised who 
they were arxi made life difficult 
for themselves. The wify old pro 
who secured the victory was 
Neil Fbirbrother, top scorer for 
the second consecutive match. 

His 67 came from 105 balls 
but its intelligence and quality 
was reflected in one shot As the 
match approached its climax 
England were in desperate dan- 
ger of foiling to reach their tar- 
get of 208. Afjuna Ranatunga 
bad once again demonstrated 
precisely why he is known as the 
General, little Napoleon. Cap- 
tain C 00 L Thfce your pick. 


By Stephen brenkley 

in Brisbane 

Sri Tanka 207-7 
England 208-6 

England toon by jour wickets 

He manoeuvred his dose 
field constantly, kept a vigi- 
lant eye on his boundary 
sweepers and changed his 
bowlers with cunning. Never 
were the batsmen allowed to 
settle against a familiar pace 
and direction for any length of 
time. The England batsmen 
played Muttiah Muralitharan 
for his devious off-spin with all 
the aptitude shown by their 
Test colleagues back at The 
Oval in August, when the Sri 
Lankan took 16 wickets. That 
is to say, they were hopeless. 

There were 14 balls left, Mu- 
ral! was finished but En g land 
were still 16 short It needed a 
boundary and quickly, fait Fair- 
brother had hit only one in his 
whole inning s. At that point he 
dedded to act He took a little 
shuffle down the pitch and 
made perfect contact with 
Sanath Jayasuriya’s left-arm 
spin. It went straight and it went 
for six. 

The fuddy-duddies will have 
it that the one-day game lacks 
tactics and finesse, but that was 


Sn Latina t non loss 

SRI LANKA 

S T Jjyjsurijw c Hurt- b G KAign j 

t- n. 2 bens) 

‘R S Kdii/j-.irfurnnj c Headley t> Ouh. E8 
(95 min, 6! bells. 5 four. s; 

M S Arjpatiu b HoUKute ?J 

( 121 nun. 90 Dans. 2 loan) 

"ft Baratunga C and b HoIIimI* 0 

15 mn. 2 bans ) 

H P Tillavarjtne ner cur 50 

f 707 min. 86 belts. 2 lours) 

R S AVrnanama c Knigh: b Hclica>- . 2 
r.2 nun. 6 bans) 

U 0 U Chanianac fisrticrh-r d SsSien 21 
(45 mm. 32 bait s. t four) 

Vi P U J C Uus b MullaUy 5 

07 nm 16 balk) 

G P iWicfcrjmasinghe "nr owt 7 

/A mm. 5 balk. 1 lour) 

Enras |b!. IM. w6) 10 

fetal (for 7 . 210 min. 50 owrc| -207 
Fall: -Jay asunyj): 2-99 (KalL/wa- 

•arai: 2-102 <Rjnorjnra!. a- ’ 25 'A:ap- 
aisui. 5-123 (MaharamaJ. 5-165 
(Chariirjj; 7-200 (Vjos). 

Did not bat: M Muralitharan; DM Zc/sa. 
Bow Huy Gough S-O-37-T f»2> '5-0-2 A - 
t. 2 -0-8-0. 2 -0-5-0). MuOalbr 10-2-35- 
1 I mi) (&-1-19-0. 6-1-16-1): Hwdley 
5-1-22-0 (one spell): EaUum 6-0-33-1 
1 2-0-19-0. 3-0-16-1). Croft 10-0-44-1 
(vil) [3-0-36-1. 2-0- 1 0-0): Hollloaha 10- 
0-32-3 (m 2 | lore spell) 

Progress: 50: 52 mm. 76 balls: 1 00: 97 
min. 1 3 1 balls: 1 50: 1 5 A min. 2 1 6 balls: 
200:203 mm, 293 balls. 15 ows score: 
63-1. 

lUlnwItJunu 50: SO min. 51 balls. 5 
(ours. 

AtapaRe 50: 1 1 9 min. B5 bails. 2 fours, 
mialwam 50: 99 inn. 85 balls. 2 fours. 


ENGLAND 

N V Knight sr Kaiuvntharana 

b Chandana (TV Replay) ..AO 
f 03 run. 54 doffs. 2 fours! 

MA I Sre-.vj*: run out (Muralitlu'JH 2A 
(5v nw. J5 balls. 3 faun) 

G A Hide c KjJy ivltterard 

b Muraiahaian fIV Re^ay).J7 
(67 purr. 42 balk. 2 tours. I s:r) 

N H Fairfcxorher not out 67 

1 127 .tm. 10S balls. I four. 1 sr) 

ft, ) HaUicake b Muralitharan - 7 

*5 min. 5 bofc! 

M IV Alleyre s: Kjiur.itfurana 

b M-jraficharan |TV replay ■ :8 

(65 nun. SOboCs) 

M A Ealham ibw b TiHaiuratne ) 

(4 mm. 2 balk) 

R D B Crolr not out _...10 

1 1 ) mm. 9 tails ) 

Extras [!b3.vvt.nb£J 10 

'fetal (for 6, 211 into. *93 overs) 208 
R»IL :-59 ISwuart!. 2-87 (Kmehi). 3-128 
(Hi;*!: A- 130 iHdlioake): 5-1S7 Ifil- 
leynei. 8-1 90 (StUhani) 

Did not bat: D Gough. D Vi Headley. A 

0 Multan* 

Bowling: ltoas 7.3-0-40-0 (nb2) 
(5-0-25-0. 2-0-10-0. 0.3-0-5-0): Zoysa 
6-0-31-0 (3-0-20-0. 3-0-11-0). VUcA- 
raraaslnghe *-0-16-0 (one spell); Mo- 
ral! tharao 10-0-34-3 (nb3) (A-0-18-0. 
3-0-8- 2. 3-0-8- U: Oundana 10-1-41- 

1 (nbl. vvl) {4-0-19-1. A-l-12-0. 2-0-10- 
0). Jayasoriya 10-1-35-0 {9-1-27-0. 

1 - 0 - 8 - 0 ); TH la karats* 2 - 0 - 8-1 (one 
spelll. 

Progress: SO: AO mm. 57 balls. 100: 95 
min. 1 30 balls: 1 50: 1 60 min. 230 balls: 
200: 206 min. 298 balls. 15 owers 
score: 72-1. 

Ratarbrother 50: 102 mm. 86 balls. I tout. 
Man of the match: N H Fairbrother. 
Umpires: S J Davis and P D Parker. 

Compact/ by Jo King 


a beautifully controlled piece of 
cricket which came when it 
was most needed. England 
were all but home as a result 
~ and Robert Croft, who thrives 
on these positions, quickly 
slogged them there by four 
8 wickets with three balls left. 

— Fbirbro titer’s international 
e career looked finished after 
i- the TOjrid Cup in 1995. Like ai 
y most evesy other England play 
s er there, he had a dreadful 
r time and his services were 

0 swiftly dispensed with. For al- 
> most three years since then he 
f has struggled with injuries to 

1 most parts of his lower body; 
l knee, calves »nri hamstrings to 

name but three. 

But he had been one of the 

h^nf flnHmjfpri ^iw^ hflhnrnm 

(he averages 37 in one-day in- 
ternationals) and gradually the 
selectors began to take anoth- 
er look, deterred not at all fay his 
35 years. TWo years and eight 
months since his last v.nghmri 
game he played in Bangladesh 
last October and made 56. He 
still steals singles with the 
stealth of a pickpocket and, in 
the Iikety absence of Graham 
Thorpe, he seesns a shoo-in for 
the World Cup squad. 

Sri Lanka made it dose 
thanks to Ranatunga, but on a 
pitch which had eased consid- 
erably from the mischievous af- 
fair of the previous day. they 
knew they ought to have made 
more runs. After losing Jaya- 
suriya to the third ball of the 
day when he failed to judge the 
pace of the pitch and was 
caught at slip, they recovered 
weD for a time. 

Both Marvan Atapattu, who 
had scored a lovely hundred 
against England in the Emi- 
rates Final last summer and 
Romesh Kaluwitharana, made 
fifties. Atapattu’s was cultured, 
while Kaluwitharana's was 
primitivp by comparison, but 
both ended too quickly. The 
most effective member of the 
England attack was Adam Hol- 
lioake. He was lively, he found 
some movement and he used P 
the slower ball wisely. This, 
too, is a comeback of sorts. Last 
year Hollioake was so out of A 
sorts with his bowling that he n 
became a liability. Hie slow ball h 
became his stock ball w 

England set off in pursuit of si 
their second win in as many c 
days with a freedom of ex- ft 
presshm and a sense of purpose w 
which suggested this one-day b 
team means business. The n 



Neil Flan-brother smashes the ball to the boundary on the way to his match-winning innings of 67 at the Gabba yesterday Reuters 


Ashes squad said they did but 
never confirmed it tffl too late. 
Nick Knight and Alec Stewart 
were beginning to strut their 
singles at win when they be- 
came too cocky. Stewart railed 
for a needless run which he 
went for half-heartedly, only to 
be run out by Muralithararfs di- 
rect throw. 


It was not, naturally Muralf s 
only contribution. He is a play- 
er at the top of his game and he 
caused England immense em- 
barrassment He bowled Hol- 
lioake through a gate which 
would have been wide enough 
to double as the entrance to the 
city of Rome and thoroughly 
bamboozled poor Mark ADeyne. 


Having been preferred to 
Vince Wells, with Dean Head- 
ley coming into England’s side, 
ADeyne was distinctly appre- 
hensive. It seemed he had sur- 
vived Murali when he was 
beaten by the spin off the last 
ball of die spell Katawftharana* 
skipping to leg, whipped off the 
bails. ADeyne looked to have 


regained his ground. The third 
umpire disagreed. Contentious 
third umpiring decisions are 
occurring often enough now for 
the International Cricket 
Council soon to consider hav- 
ing an arbitration panels at in- 
ternational matches. 

Had Sri Lanka possessed an- 
other spinner they might have 


won. Their manager; Ranjit 
Tbrnando, said the ta2 was not 
making enough runs, winch 
was a familiar tale to English^ 
ears. >’ 

IbirbrotherwasthekeyThe 
General, his captain desorbed 
him as, though Ranatunga may 
yet have something to say 
about that 
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Monday's Solution 


UUl-ltoUto UUlilUlhU 

hi u a u a in 

totototouutototo tjuauLi 
totototoUUtoU 
Htotlto totoUtototototoUto 
ID to to to U U U 
utouujtouuu utotototo 

□ uj to to a ui 

UQtototo totoUUGJUliJU 
to to to to U LJ to 
touuuutoutoutt toUQu 
toUUUUUtoto 
tototoUto totoutotouuuu 
to to □ to U B 
StotototoQ toUtoEJUH 



ACROSS 

I Follow on foot, catching 
his little shark: (7) 

5 See one conservative 
with debts - very nasty 
(7) 

9 Picture taking time to 
insert in credit card (5) 

10 Somewhat cowardly 
scream - cry of pain I si- 
lence (9) 

II Percussion instrument 
caught the spirit (5,4) 

12 Noel disturbed about 
right to join up (5) 

13 Decay about large place 


13 Deray about large place 
where birds perch? (5) 
15 Perhaps one who puts 
up with old wear (9) 

IS Educational establish- 
ment of enlightenment? 
(3,6) 

19 Liberal Peer upset one 


suffering distressing dis- 
ease (5) 

21 Continue at the crease 7 
though it’s a bit sticky? 

< 5 > . 8 

23 Potentially shocking ac- 
tivists (4^j) 14 

25 Musical term for cutting 
street party (9) 

26 Penny abandoned writer 
to run away with anoth- 
er (5) 

27 In creche Londoners 

find this formation (7) 10 

28 Arresting foreigner in 

street (7) 20 

DOWN 22 

1 I’d put up something to 

hide face of factor (7; 53 

2 Passionate outburst by a 
right-winger of taste (9) 24 

3 I scold, being angry (5) 


Dance quickly there's 
magic to follow it (3,6) 
Against inverting animal 
membrane (5) 

Nearing, we hear; a re- 
sult difficult to predict 
(5,4) 

Willow coming up so 
that is right (5) 

Learned type is sunny 
about church (7) 

College up in US state is 
dealing with applied sci- 
ence (9) 

51 entering plain will be- 
come forgetful (9) 
Overstatement worried 
boy helper (9) 

Society girl's broken 
lace causing disaster (7) 
Awe produced by fear- 
some spectre (7) 

Note the decayed ca- 
nines? (5) 

Stocked item that’s new 
is a fine material (5) 

One going round with 
wife, a rotter (5) 
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Forest hire Atkinson 
the troubleshooter 


RON ATKINSON is back in the cut 
and thrust of Premiership foot- 
ball, charged with the task of sav- 
ing Nottingham Fbrest from 
relegation. He was confirmed 
yesterday as Forest’s manag er 
until the end of the season. 

Atkinson has signed a six- 
month deal with the situation to 
be reviewed in the summer: “Mr 

Atkinson will tafcp up his ap- 
pointment as manager prior to 
foe home game against Arsenal 
m 16 January n a dub statement 
said. 

Atkinson - who returns to 
football management eight 
months after his saHnng by 
Sheffield Wednesday - takes 
over from Dave Bassett, who 
was dismissed last week. He has 
a reputation for being a trou- 
bleshooter, but steering Fbrest 
dear of relegation could prove 
to the biggest challenge of his 
colourful career 

Peter Shreeves, named as 
Atkinson’s assistant, arrived at 
the City Ground masting: “This 
is a marvellous challenge, not 
one to fear Ron achieved the 
same at Coventry when they 
were in a tight situation. 

-‘It’s a massive task, Ufs no 
good me saying anything other 
than that I saw the team play at 
Coventry on Saturday when 
they lost 4-0 and you could see 
there the confidence is low. It’s 

a big job but I don't see the task 
being any more (fifficuh than last 
year; and having done it Mice, 
you know what's required 

Tve worked with Rrn before 
and I know that he gives mag- 
nificent team talks. That’s what 
we need to lift the spirits and 
morale of the players. But al- 
though it’s a big job, there was 


By Alan Barnes 

never any ccnaaderation of turn- 
ing it down.” . 

fbrest go into the Arsenal 
match with 13 points from 20 
games, indudinga run of 18 Pre- 
miership matches without a 
win. Saturday’s defeat at Coven- 
try proved to be Micky Adams’ 
only game in charge as care- 
taker manager 


KINSON 

MANAGER 



Konerios fen. 1871-74 

Cnbrktga Uniced — 1974-78 

Men Bran mridi AIbfan_. 1978-31 

IWi ch — Mr UnCeed— __1981-86 

Most Bnxnatdi Albton 1987-88 

Attacks Madrid _.1988 

«Ih o fnu l ii M rrtnea day 1989-1991 

Aston VHla 1991-1994 

Gooeotry dey 1995-1996 

ShoffMd Btednoadqf —1997-98 

Nottingham Forest — 1999-? 


Atkinson began his career in 
football management with Kst- 
tering^ Town in 1971 and made his 

name at West Bromwich Albion 
before being appointed Man . 
Chester United manager in 198L 
Sacked in 1988 despite two FA 
Cup victories, he returned to 
West Brom, followed by the 
mst controversial chapter in his 
careen in 1988. when he lookup 


a coaching post in Spain at 
Atietico Madrid under their 
volatile president, Jesus Gfi. 
Despite taking the club from 
near the bottom of the table to 
the top. his reign lasted three 
months before Gil replaced him 
with his assistant, CoSn Addison. 

Atkinson resumed his career 
wife Wednesday but walked out 
to take charge at Aston Villa in 
1991. Things did not work out, 
howera;aDdinl9S5betookover 
at Coventry. A year late - they 
avoided relegation and Atkinson 
made way for Gordon Strachan. 

David Pleatfs departure from 
Wednesday then saw him return 
to Hillsborough and guide the 
Owls to Premiership safety But 
in May last yean he was once 
again out of a job after the 
Wednesday board derided not to 
renew his contract 

His predecessor at the City 
Ground, Bassett, was bring qx>- 
ken ofby another dub yesterday. 
'Wycombe are looking for a tem- 
porary manager to replace NeO 
Smillie, sacked yesterday be- 
cause of the chib’s poor results 
and cfisaplinary record. 

Wycombe spokesman Alan 
Hutchinson said: “W& are des- 
perate to stay in this league so 
maybe we could take on soxne- 


porary basis until the end of the 
season and pay a good bonus if 
he keeps us up. But whoever 
Comes in Will have to mnaiter 

“is it a good career move?’ " 

Hutchinson denied that Wan- 
derers, wfao have appointed for- 
mer captain Terry Evans as 
caretaker manages had already 
spoken to Bassett 
Newcastle’s final offer for 
Jansen, page 23 



Getting any business started 
with e-commerce applications 
requkes the skis and support 


of more than one company. 


This is why Sun Microsystems 

4 

has forged affiances with teatfing 


e-commerce organisations to 


help its customers. 

. 

• 

‘ 



^commerce 

Piecing it together 


1 


Morse is proud to be one of 
Sun’s partners. With first hand 
experience of putting our own 
e-commerce systems in place, 
we have much to offer. 

To find out more about this, 
and why Morse is Sun’s largest 
partner in Europe, please visit: 
nmvw.mcree.com 
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This time last year my nine-month-old son, Patrick, 


was as close to death as it is possible to be . . . 


rUii'* 


f^trick badfallen victim to a particularly vicious strain of meningo- 
coccal septicaemia, one of the diseases known collectively as 
meningitis. When I hear of outbreaks of this horrible illness - 
we are now in the middle of the meningitis “season” - a shud- 
der goes through me, knowing somebody else is experiencing 
vhat I and my wife Emma went through last January. 

lfiere was hardly any warning in Patrick's case. He was un- 
setf'’ lone night -unusual for an infant who since birth had been 
a v; ; nd sleeper - but seemed fine the following morning when 
.'ftjleft him with our nanny, Sandra. Maybe it is imagination ern- 
L lllished by hindsight, but when I try now to recall how he looked 
that morning, I see a look of dread in his eyes, as though he al- 
ready knew something horrible was happening to his small body 

The meningococcal bacteria had probably been in his system 
for a few days by then, more than likely contracted over the Christ- 
mas period from any of the people who had kissed him or cuddled 
him. One of the most disturbing aspects of the illness is its ran- 
domness; millions of people carry the meningococcal germ with 
no effect Doctors are still unsure as to why it affects the small 
number of people -around 2,000 - who succumb to it every year. 

By the middle of the afternoon, Patrick was ill enough for Sandra 
to be worried He was vorniting, floppy and drowsy but there were 
none of the classic symptoms, such as red blotches on his torso. 
No “glass test” would have worked here. 

Sandra brought him to our GR who did not diagnose menin- 
gitis but said that he was sick enough to warrant immediate hosp- 
ital attention. He advised Sandra to take him to St Mary’s 
Paddington, our nearest big hospital, just a mile from where we 
live in west London. This accident of geography saved his life. 

As when trying to recollect the run-up of events to a serious 
road accident, I have only selective memory of the next few hours: 
a phone call from my wife, hurried departure from the office 
(remarking: “You always w or ry about meningitis, don't you?"), 
s car trip with Emma across London with panic levels rising. Then 
tys blurred events at St Mary’s. Sandra crying, Patrick’s body 
already being iryected and hooked up to lines and drips, doctors 
and nurses r ushing around in what looked like chaos. 

The disease had already sent our baby’s body into toxic shock, 
and all his vital organs - kidneys, liver; heart - were under at- 
tack He was virtually unconscious, but occasionally would open 
his eyes fora few seconds, showing the same, literally dreadful 
expression I had seen that morning. That was the last time we 
saw his eyes open for three weeks. 

Fbr the next few days, Patrick was on the brink of death. We 
were not told so at the time - the medics would not have used 
such melodramatic lang uage - but later we learnt that on eight 
occasions in the first three days, they feared they had lost him. 

His baptism - originally set for St Patrick’s Day the coming 
spring - took place on the evening of the second day; with a crowd 
of sobbing relatives and friends squeezed between the blinking, 
bleeping screens and the metres of tubing surrounding his bed. 

Our andior during this time was ParvtzHabiW, flie senior om- 
sultant at St Mary's, who has made a lifetime's work of trying to 
conquer meningitis. The fact that Patrick landed in HabibTs care 
so quickly meant that he would live through the initial ons lau ght 
of the disease. Habibi explained - with frankness when appro- 
priate, but always with sensitivity - that although the bacteria 
had been killed by the huge doses of antibiotic our son had 
received, he was now entering the most critical phase of the Alness. 

As it dies; the meningococcal germ releases deadly toxins, 
which have horrible side-effects. Fbr Patrick the most noticeable 
was that his blood vessels begpn to leak fluid into his body tis- 
sues, with grotesque results. An infant who had previously weighed 
9kg ballfflmwi to four times that; his skin stretched and split; his 
testicles grew to the size of a grapefruit The pain of seeing our 
byfry son in this condition will never leave me. 

^There were also changes to his limbs. The disease weakens 
the heart and makes it less able to push Wood around toe body. 


by Frank Kane 



Main picture: Patrick was on tbe brink of death while 
he fought off meningitis. He can now run around like 
other toddlers with the aid ofhis prosthetic leg. but 
life win never be the same fbr Frank, his wife Emma 
and daughter Rosie (middle) Kalpesh Lathigra 


Patrick's fingers and toes went dark purple, then began to scab 
over in a hard, black covering. The consultants warned us that 
he might lose the tips of his fingers and toes. 

And all the time there was the prospect of brain damage. With 
the massive haemorrhaging Patrick had experienced, it was pos- 
sible that he would be left deaf, blind or mute, or in a vegetable 
state, if be survived. He was too sick to undergo a brain scan, so 
for the first three weeks we could only pray this was not so. 

Emma had been a tower of strength throughout, promising 
Patrick’s unconscious body early on that she would not go home 
until he could. (She kept toe promise.) Her reaction to the hor- 
ror was to try to master the medical argot and the sophisticated 
machinery keeping Patrick alive. But both she and I dissolved 
in tears as he was taken from intensive care to be scanned, know- 
ing that in a few hours we might find we were parents of a baby 
boy who was both mentally and physically handicapped When 
the scan results came through, showing no signs of significant 
brain damage, it was the first time we had smiled for three weeks. 

After that, good news began to come more frequently. One 
evening in February our five-year-old daughter Rosie paid her 
daily visit She had been badly affected by the whole trauma. She 
had refused to go near Patrick’s bed, believing she, too, would 
catch the germ, and later seemed reluctant to stay with him. 

But this evening she obviously decided that it had gone far 
enough. She strode into intensive care with all her five-year-old 
determination and shouted - as she used to do at home to her 
baby brother - “wakey wakey, Patrick". Our son, who had shown 
no flicker of life for neariya month apart from machine readings, 
slowly opened one eye in recognition of her voice. 

Soon afterwards, the doctors decided that, though still un- 
conscious, Patrick was well enough to be lifted from his bed. I 
shall never forget holding him in my arms for the first time in 
weeks. Despite the tubes and bandaging, it was as though he had 
just been delivered again and I was hugging my newborn son. 

But there were awful times still to come. To cope with toe ter- 
rible pain he bad been experiencing, Patrick had been on high 
doses of morphine, and had become dependent Now he had to 
come off the drug. It is terrible to watch helplessly as your blame- 
less infant goes through the fevered spasms of “cold turkey”, retch- 
ing and crying. 

Once morphine withdrawal had been' established, Patrick, who 
was now much more awake, could be transferred from intensive 
care to a high-dependency ward, but this was the start of the most 
distressing stage of the whole illness. 

We were resigned to the fact that he might lose finger tips and 
toes, but it became obvious that it was worse than that The black- 
ening had spread, so that now most ofhis left hand was affect- 
ed, with withered black talons hanging where there had once been 
perfectly formed baby fingers. His right hand was better; with 
the bla ckening extending just below midway on each finger. 

The real worry was his right foot which was completely black 
and hard as shell. By some apparently random process, his left 
leg, which had been as bad as the right had returned to normal. 

The specialists told us that there was no alternative to am- 
putation, and so began a series of increasingly harrowing oper- 
ations. Emma and I knew that each time he went to theatre, he 
would lose another piece of what just a few months before had 
been born a perfect h uman body. I cannot drive from my mind 
the image of him waking distraught in toe post-op recovery room 
with another bandaged stump hanging from him. 

Patrick came home in Mardh, a few days before his first birth- 
day, which became a celebration of his bravery and a thanksgiving 
for his return from the edge of death. He is now walking, with a 
prosthetic leg, and making good use of the limited digits he has 
on his right hand. Barring major advances in medicine, he will 
never be able to use his left as a normal hand. 

He is behaving exactly like any normal toddler - loving and 
lovable, mischievous, exasperating and sleep-depriving. I have 


no doubt that he will lead a full and happy life, especially as he 
was so young when it happened to him. 

But me n i n gitis has robbed us of the dreams we had for Patrick. 
He may have problems at school with friends, and later on with 
girls. He will never be a footballer; or a classical guitarist We, 
and all toe people who supported him when he was sick, will love 
him all the more for his courage in fighting the illness, and for 
the simple feet that he is still alive. But his life w31 not be easy. 

Therewere times -when I saw him with other children -when 
I would inwardly curse God and the world and think “Why him? 
Why us?” A post-traumatic stress counsellor told me that this 
was a normal reaction, but that I should take care it did not be- 
come excessive self-pity. So instead I curse the meningococcal 
bacteria, and will continue to do so every day of my life. 


Frank Kane is news editor of ‘Sunday Business' 
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Concorde to Iceland on 29 June a five nights a tour 
Reykjavik, GuKbss Falls and springs at Geysir a see the 
whales in the Midnight Sun a icebergs boat trip £1,999 


MONACO GRAND PRIX 


Day return flight to Nice on 16 May from Luton or 
Manchester a luncheon and seat at Mirabeau £699, 
or£l ,499 with Concorde supersonic from Heathrow, 
or £1,999 for Concorde weekend on 14-16 May 
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Fly to New York on 11 March a three nights • seat 
for fight • helicopter, yacht and coach tours £799, 
or £2,499 Ringside or £2,999 returning Concorde 
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Labour in a spin 

Sir. You state: “Whatever one 
thinks of the unfortunate conduct 
of [Robin Cook's] private life, 
nothing in Mrs Cook’s bookshould 
count against him in public office.” 
(Leading article, 11 January.) 

Public figures, especially 
politicians, have brainwashed the 
public to believe that behaviour in 
public life and in private life are not 
related. It is false. It is easier to 
deceive strangers than to cheat on 
your nearest and dearest. Elected 
public figures should tell the public 
about skeletons in their cupboards 
before the elections and let the 
public decide. Would you hire a liar 
and a cheat? 

HUSSAIN RUSTAM 
New Malden, Surrey 

Sir Margaret Cook says that 
Robin sold his principles in favour 
of a career Tony Blair says Robin 
is superb. Enough said? 

JOHN NICHOLSON 

Manchester 

Sir. The press complains 
incessantly about spin-doctoring 
Quite rightly. Then how would you 
describe your front page article 
“Ditch Ashdown, ministers tell 
Blair” (9 January)? 

I quote: “John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prune Minister Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor and Jade 
Straw, the Home Secretary, are to 
join forces in an attempt to prevent 
Mr Blair calling a referendum on 
electoral reform before the next 
election” 

I scoured the rest of the story 
for quotes from these three 
“heavy-hitters". Not a word. 
Andrew Grice quotes “a source 
dose to Mr Brown". Later in the 
story Colin Brown in Cape Town 
quotes “one Blair aide”. 

Who are these invisible people 
who must not be named? Will their 
lives be in danger if their identities 
are revealed? Will it destroy their 
families: Lose them their library 
ticket? No. of course not These 
incognito sources are the very' spin 
doctors so reviled in your editorials. 

Political editors and reporters 
seem to spend much of their lives 
whirled in a vortex of gossip, 
rumour and disinformation. Take a 
lesson from the outing of 
Mandelson and Whelan. Reveal 
your sources. Some of your readers 
might find it intriguing to evaluate 
the quality of your source material. 
Or is that none of our business? 
MICHAEL KAYE 
London NWS 

Sir: If as the Prime Minister 
declares, doing a good job is what 
counts. why does he not recall Ron 
Danes to office? He did no harm to 
anyone, suffering only a momentary 
aberration, but had to give up a post 
which he filled superbly well Fair 
plav, please, Mr Blair. 

A P LONG 

Brighton. East Sussex 

Roads to hell 

Sir Duff Hart-Davis's picture of 
rural roads as hellish deathtraps 
( Country Matters. 9 January* 
reflects the broader problem of our 
failure to control vehicle speeds in 
country and town. This puts 
vulnerable road users such as 
cyclists and child and elderly 
pedestrians in grave danger. The 
problem is three -fold. 

First, the widespread attitude of 
car drivers and road engineers 
that being cocooned in two tonnes 
of metal gives drivers absolute 
rights to the road superior to 
vulnerable users. 

Second, the failure to enforce 
speed limits, which means 60 per 
cent of drivers speed at some point 
on every trip. These speeding 
offences almost always mean 
driving at 40mph or more, the 
speed at which 90 per cent of 
pedestrians hit are killed. 

Third, ludicrously low 
sentences for drivers who kill, 
compared to other countries. A 
recent analysis by our 
organisation showed average 
sentences of less than 12 months 
per pedestrian/cyclist death 
caused by driver error. 

Professor MICHAEL CARLEY 
Chair, Edinburgh Pedestrian 
Action Group 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, London EI4 5DL and n^^^nostal^dcfress! 

fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to lettere@independeht.co.uk. E-n«U correspondents are asked to gne a 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Stiff upper lips 



Signs of God No 2: Fr Kevin signs a mass at Port Talbot, sooth Wales. Signing ministers travel the country to serve deaf communicants TimBetheringtan 


Jesus the rebel 

Sin The decision of the Church 
Advertising Network to represent 
Jesus as a Che Guevara-style 
revolutionary (“The reverend 
revolutionaries", 7 January) 
misses the point. 

According to the Christian 
tradition the revolutionary nature 
of the Christ event lies not in what 
Jesus did but in who he was - truly 
God and truly human. It is 
because the Church and the 
theological establishment were so 
willing to cave in to the 
rationalistic onslaughts against 
orthodox Christology that we are 
in the embarrassing position of 
trying to sell Jesus as some sort of 
macho revolutionary' to a 
generation which has long 
abandoned faith in political 
revolutionaries and indeed macho 
culture. 

The feet that Chris Bayfield can 
describe contemporary images of 
Jesus as representing him as a 
“bit of a poor exposes once again 
the Church’s inability to deal with 
homosexuality, which just might be 
linked with its failure to reflect 
with any seriousness upon the 
virgin birth, in which masculinity 
and indeed gender as a whole is 
fundamentally and revohitionarily 
reconfigured, with the birth of a 
male child from only female 
matter. Butching-up Jesus just 
undermines the mystery and 
revolutionary nature of the 
incarnation. 

ELIZABETH STUART 
Prqfessor of Christian Theology 
King Alfred's College 
Winchester 

No Year Zero 

Sin It is frequently butfalsely 
claimed that Dionysius Exiguus 
failed to put a “year 0” between 
1BC and ADl because the concept 
of zero didn't exist in European 
mathematics at the time when he 
lived, in the sixth century of the 
era he invented (letter; li 
January). 

In his system, the years anno 
domint (in the Year of the Lord) 


were counted forwards from ADl. 
the year in which he calculated 
that Jesus was conceived and 
born. Subsequently the years 
ante Christum (Before Christ) 
were counted backwards from 
1BC, the previous year. At no time 
was there any need or indeed 
room for a blank year in either 
direction. And later, when the 
zero was eventually introduced 
into Christendom, “ADO” would 
still have made no more sense 
than “OBC”. What would be meant 
by “In the Year of the Lord 
nought", or “nought Before 
Christ"? 

The same is true of all other 
eras counted from important 
events, such as the foundation of a 
city or the migration of a prophet 

So the presence or absence of 
zero has nothing to do with the 
millennium. Anyway the idea that 
it will mark the 2000th anniversary 
of the birth of Jesus is absurd. 
Herod the Great died in 4BC; 
Dionysius Exiguus believed that 
Jesus was bom in 1AD; the Census 
of Judaea was held in AD6. So the 
second millennium should end not 
in neither 1999 or 2000. but in 1997 
or 2001 or 2006. 

The whole thing is in fact 
numerological nonsense - but this 
is as good an excuse for a holiday 
as anything else. 

NICOLAS WALTER 
Rationalist Press Association 
London Nl 


A choice of fluoride 

Sin Dr Jenny Duckworth (letter 4 
January* should understand that 
the UK water industry does not 
see its proposals as giving ccrte 
blanche \o health authorities to go 
ahead with fluoridation as thev see 
fiL 

A key element in our call for a 
change in the law is full public 
consultation on any future 
schemes for the artificial 
fluoridation of water supplies. For 
too long the public has had to listen 
to the fluoridation debate between 
two powerful lobbies without 
taking an active part in it We want 
that to change. So all we are doing 
is putting forward proposals which 
will allow the industry to fluoridate 
if that is what customers want If 
they don’t want it then we won’t do 
it 

PAMELA TAYLOR 
Water UK 
London SWl 

Sir: Jenny Duckworth • 
misconstrues the water industry’s 
very sensible suggestions for 
resolving the legal impasse over 
water fluoridation. 

At present communities 
wanting fluoridation have been 
denied it because of confusion 
about who takes the final decision, 
and lack of clarity over water 
companies’ legal responsibilities. 
There is no question of forcing 


“nationwide fluoridation”. No one 
is trying to fluoridate the whole 
country at a stroke- it is a question 
of local decision-making, following 
proper local consultation. 

Water fluoridation is a safe, 
effective and cost-effective way of 
preventing tooth decay- a rfi s easp 
which is still far too common, 
especially among people living in 
soriaUv deprived areas. 

JOHN HUNT 
CkvefExecutive 
British Dental Association 
London Wl 

Healthy scepticism 

Sin Jeremy Laurance ‘Health. 5 
January) is perfectly entitled to 
bribe his children with his own 
money to desist from smoking. 

What many find unacceptable is 
the intention by Government to 
use taxpayers’ cash to wean the 
poorer smoker off the weed, which 
presumably he voluntarily 
pursued in the first place. The 
“generous bribe” to Shane Warne 
is being offered by the makers of a 
nicotine replacement product, 
with commercial and advertising 
advantage being considered 
alongside the intention of this 
sporting personality to publicly 
end his habit 

On file day that a BBC national 
survey declares the majority’ of the 
population as overweight and 
under- fit, will Mr Laurance now 


Sir I take it K Raggett (letter, 

11 January) believes in virgin 
birth. Fora teenage girl to get 
pregnant requires a partner: To 
hide that fact from men and 
boys is also wrong. 

BETSY THOMPSON 
Port Talbot West Glamorgan 

Sir. It is not Prince Edward’s 
fault that he is the child of 
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke 
of Edinburgh. It is not his fault 
that three royal marriages 
have faffed ahead of him. So 
give the lad a chance and have 
the decency to wish him well. 


IN BRIEF 

After all it is not eveiyone who 
is born to become editor of The 
Independent and to show such a 
'churlish attitude towards the 
Royal Fhmfly. 

KENNETH WYATT 
MtcWeton, Gloucestershire 

Sir: Despite Helen Best being a 
post-Copernican astrologer 
Oettei; 8 January), her views 
are still unfounded. Total 
eclipses happen on average 
every 18 months and the fact 


that this one is visible Grom 
England is due purely to 
geometry and timing. Apart 
Grom causing congestion in 
Cornwall and a headache for 
the Eclipse Co-ordinator it will 
have no affect on anyone. 
CHRISTOPHER ANTON 
Birmingham 

Sir J David Wright (Letter 11 
January), who asks what the 
hundredth part ofa euro win 
be called, apparently lacks 
common cents. 
TONYVINICOMBE 
Hove, East Sussex 


advocate bribes from the private 
or public sector to resist sweets, 
fatty foods or alcohol, and will lycra 
shorts and exercise bicycles now 
be available by prescription? 
JOHN CARLISLE 
Executive Director of Public 
Affairs 

Tobacco Manufacturers’ 

Association 

London SWl 

South Bank jewel 

Sir: Complete demolition on the 
South Bank seems extreme; at 
least our wonderful Royal Festival 
Hall stays (“South Bank buildings 
to be razed and rebuilt”, 9 
December). 

Is there not a middle way? 

The problem has always been 
the ill-considered spare between 
those 1970s buildings, where the 
quality of the pedestrian deck 
ought to make up part of the sense 
of public enjoyment of festivity. In 
particular the draughty, mean, 
formless, leftover gap between 
the back of Queen Elizabeth Hall 
and the Hayward Gallery 
entrance presents an 
architectural gaffe unworthy of 
London and of the precinct of 
Peter Mon) and Sir Leslie 
Martin’s masterpiece, the Royal 
Festival HalL 

If the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
were to stay- and its interior is 
judged by many to have excellent 
acoustic and architectural 
qualities - and if the unlovely 
Hayward Gallery and its unhappy 
forecourt were to be rebuilt 
elsewhere to the west of 
Hungerford Bridge, the 
opportunity opens up to redesign a 
common entrance forecourt 
between the new British Film 
Centre on the south, and the rear 
of Queen Elizabeth Hall to the 
north. 

With minute care to pedestrian 
comfort and enjoyment this urban 
vestibule could become a little 
jewel -a court in the intimate 
London tradition - giving access to 
each building on either side. 

ROBIN ROCKEL 
London W4 


Sir. Tfour repot Trains in coHisfon 
at London Bridge" (9 January) said 
“panic occurred” on “packed 
commutertrains" that were - 
“plunged into darkness". This 
hardly describes the accident I 
experienced on Friday evening. 

Commuters? Your report teSs us 
the trains were not tearing London 
at &30pm but coming in; with 
passeng^rnorefiketyaimmgfbr 
entertainment than work. Packed? 
Again, you say 200 passengers and 
16 carriages - isn’t that nearer half- 
empty? Darkness? Our carriage, at 
the point of collision, stayed fit far 
at least an boun Panic? 1 wonder s; 

what life in The Independents % 

offices is like? If children and some 
adults screamed as the trains 
collided for several seconds, 
nobody thereafterjumped out of 
the train, ran about or did anything 
more startling than offera mobile 
phone to a stranger or cany ice 
and glasses from the trolley a stiff 
drink presumably stowed in the 
pockets. As one woman nearby 
observed, “Well, this is a 
conversation starter!" 

JOHN HITCHER 
Rye, East Sussex 

Parents on the ran 

Sin I believe that Jenny and Jeff 
Bramley, who have disappeared . 

with their fosterchfldren, have the . i, 
support ofa majority of the public 
(“Love on the run”, 9 January*. ^ 

Bibs Bramley is described as ft , 
looking depressed and worn out If . .. 
you had been “on the run” for four > \ 
months, with no fixed home and 
two lively children to care for 
wouldn’t you look depressed and 
worn out? 

Mr and Mrs Bramley may lack 
parenting skills, but these stalls are 
not the preserve of natural 
parents, who also lack such skills at 
the beginning of a child’s fife. Soda 
skills are developed over many 
years. What counts equally is the 
love demonstrated to a child by its 
parent(s), and in the case of Jenny 
and Jeff Bramlqg that love should 
not be doubted. 

MARK PENFOLD 

Crawley, West Sussex ^ 

Cot death mysteries 

Sr The dramatic headlines which 
heralded the report of Professor 
Sir Roy Meadow which was 
published in the Archives of 
Disease in Childhood has 
highlighted a very small incidence 
of unnatural death in babies to the 
detriment of thousands of parents 
whose babies have died a cot death 
(“Some ‘cot deaths* maybe 
murders". 7 January). Professor 
Meadow found that during a period 
of l8years 42 cases reported as cot 
death were unnaturaL In that same 
period there was a total of nearly 
25,000 cot deaths. 

The Foundation for the Study of 
Infant Drethsvrtiidi funds research, 
information and support, will r 

continue its work to find the caus*^. 
cffcot death and continue to offer fV 
support to the thousands of parents 
who, through the unfortunate use of 
headlines, win experience renewed 

gripf pam angufeh 

Rev Fr RON ROBINSON 
Chatman 

The Foundation for the Study of 
Infant Death 
London SWl 

Wowsers on parade 

Sin I would question Nick 
Thomas’s suggestion (letter; 6 
January) that the word “wowser” 
is really Cornish in origin, and 
would suggest that some of the 
migrants he mentions either 
returned, or passed the word to 
their relations in letters. I first 
heard the word from my father 
when he returned from his first 
visit to Australia in about 1959. As 1 
remember; he was also quite clear*' . \ 
as to the origin ofthe word: an 
acronym derived from a banner 
carried by a procession in an 
Australian dty by the Temperance 
Society or a similar body, the 
message on the banner reading 
“We Only Want Social Evils 
Remedied". 

CELSDEN 
Bracknell, Berkshire 


Within the hollow crown, a frequently echoing sound 


TIME FOR another helping of the long-lost Shake- 
spearean play The History of King Tbny or Neio 
Labour’s Lost, Love. We last saw King Tony fac- 
ing the loss of his court favourite. Sir Peter Man- 
delson. Worse is to come before it gets better... 

The scene is a beach in the Isles of the Seychelles. 
Enter King Ttmy,QuemCherie and stmdby body- 
guards. all attired in swimming costumes, some 
of them bulging with pistols and mobile phones. 
King Tony: Alone at last, my Queen! Here on this 

beach 

Let’s put off state affairs and take our ease! 

I have not dressed so scantily before 
In December’s late and festively frosty days! 
Queen: You must not overdo it good my lord. 
The Tuscan tan that you acquired last summer 
Has faded with the months, and left you pale. 

I will not have you looking pink and peeled. 

Like cloves of garlic from the dear old River Cafe! 
Have you put on your cream and general sun 

block? 

Guard: He has, ray queen. I rubbed it on just now. 


Queen: Did you indeed? Then ne’er do that again! 
Oh, never must you touch the body of the king! 
Tony: Come, my dear -art jealous ofa bodyguard? 
Thinkst his touch more lovely than thine own? 
Queen: I know not, neither do I care a jot 
One thing alone l know: the undergrowth is fall 
Of men with cameras seeking candid shots. 

If they should spy your royal majesty 
Being touched by anyone on earth ’cept me, 

I see the caption now: “King Tony’s boyfriend. 
Seen rubbing his brown torso in the sun!” 

Tony: I cannot credit what my ears do hear! 
How canst thou say that I might be a gay! 

Thou hast been in the royal bed with me, 

Thou hast given birth to sons of ours! 

Queen: 1 know it all, but this as well I know. 
That if the public sees thee in a doubtful pose. 
They’ll never hesitate to pull thee down. 

A tiny breath of scandal grows and grows. 

Once open wide, the door is hard to dose. 

Tony: Come, come, dear wife, ’tis no way to behave. 

We have before us sun and sand and wave. 

And a pre-cbffled bottle of fine chartionnay.' 



MILES 

Kington 

‘Occasionally, from time to 
time, sometimes ... 

Or every half hour in the 
last two years!’ 

Is this not a very perfect Christmas Day? 
Queen: if Duke Prescott were but with us now, 
He'd blame this sunny day on global warming, 


And cast a general blight on all our party. 

Tony: You do him wrong. Old John is good at heart 
But at his happiest when he is complaining. 

I love to see old Prescott’s eyebrows quaking 
To presage some new storm that threatens 

breaking 

Not for him the joys of quiet home-making, 

But those of railing, roaring and fist-shaking! 
There comes a strange ringing sound. 

Goard: My lord, you're wanted on the mobfle phone. 
Tony: Ask who it is. I am off duty now. 

Guard: Earl Dobson, sire. 

Tony: My chief of hospitals? 

What can my Lord of Dobson want on Christmas 

Day? 

Guard: A bed, it seems. 

Tony: A bed! He wants a bed ? 

Guard: Tis not for him, but for the poor and sick. 
A bug there is abroad in England nowadays. 
Known as the Sydney flu. come from down under; 
Which knocks out everyone who catches it 
And puts them straight to bed. But Dobson says 
There are not beds enow. Or doctors either. 


And all the nurses are ill paid as wefl. 

Tony: Oh, what a bearded misery is he! 

God save me from such wailing willies! 

Let me have men about me who are tough! 
Queen: You had them once, like Mandelson 
And Robinson, but not quite tough eno ugh 
Tony: Is there no other way than these two ways. 
Between the weeping way of bleeding hearts 
And the hard-hearted path of real life? 

Queen: You say there is. The Third Way is it not? 
I seem to recall that this has passed your lips 
Occasionally, from time to time, sometimes... 

Or eveiry half hour in the last two years! 

The third way has grown rancid in my ears! 
Come on! Own up! There's really no such thing! 
The Third Way is the fancy of a frin g t 
Morosely, the King and Queen and bodyguards 
head back for the hotel. Seconds later. Iraqi jets 
strafe die beach, just too late. When peace returns, 

OukeKentfLivingstomstepsjimibehmdapa^ 
Livingstone: This life of Riley is all right for some. 
But till I am Mayor of London, ni keep dumb. 
Meanwhile, rememhertfais: thepestisyettocome! 
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Let out some lifers 
and loosen the 
judicial strait-jacket 

RETRIBUTION IS an enduringly popular justification for 
punishing those who break the law. This desire for 
revenge, stoked by the lurid “‘true crime" stories evident 
throughout much of the media, is natural and even 
healthy. Every society needs to feel that it is being pro- 
tected, that the dangerous and violent cannot hurt other 
people with impunity. 

This goes some way to explain the shocking revelation 
contained in yesterday's Prison Reform Dust report: that 
English and Welsh jails contain more prisoners serving 
life sentences than the rest of western Europe put together, 
without even having a particularly high rate of violent 
crime compared to other European countries. The prob- 
lem is getting worse, as the number of prisoners serving 
mandatory life sentences for murder climbs inexorably. 
Three times more “lifers" enter the prison system every 
year than leave it; the numbers of such prisoners has risen 
by 40 per cent in the last decade. 

They are also serving longer sentences: parole boards 
are more reluctant than in past decades to recommend 
release. Average time served on life sentences has risen 
from 11 to 14 years since 1987, and the numbers incar- 
cerated may begin to rise even more rapidly given the 
introduction of discretionary life sentences for a second 
violent offence in 1997. 

Governments should not punish just for the sake of iL 
There is protection to consider, too, since while the vio- 
lent are locked away in prison, they cannot do more dam- 
age. Conditions during that time need to be productive, 
rather than depressing and destructive. Prison at its best 
ought to be able to reform and educate inmates, who are 
as often as not trapped in a cycle of poverty and violence 
in which crime is seen as the natural state of affairs. 

These goals are put into jeopardy by overcrowding, and 
the poor conditions attendant on overloaded buildings and 
overworked staff. Inmates’ best interests, which in the long 
run are also the best interests of the general public, are 
also imperilled. 

The Home Secretary, Jack Straw, has shown that he 
is aware of this. He has argued that rehabilitation should 
be the main aim of a prison sentence, speaking of pris- 
oners' self-esteem and the need for skills to get them into 
jobs. He has liberalised some of the more repressive Con- 
servative measures, such as removing television sets from 
prisoners' cells. He has indicated that he will listen 
favourably to proposals for prison alternatives, such as 
community work, or “‘tagging” those who can serve out 
their sentences under supervision at home. 

It is possible to imprison a much greater number of 
offenders, as the vast prison population in the US demon- 
strates; that may even, serve to lower the number of 



THIRD WA 

{ DEAD END ) 



crimes, for a while. But it is much more likely that it is 
the economic boom in America which is causing the fall 
in crime rates. The evidence, contrary to what Michael 
Howard wanted us all to believe, is against prison. 

The problem of “lifers" is more specific. It is rare for 
murderers, the majority of those serving life sentences, 
to reoffend, meaning that the Prison Reform Trust’s 
demand - that the mandatory life sentence be lifted- can 
and must be met Only then can judges take account of 
the mitigating, or particularly brutal circumstances of 
each individual crime. The number of life prisoners is rel- 
atively small, at less than 10 per cent of the total but a 
loosening of this judicial strait-jacket would be symbolic. 

The prison service desperately needs such a gesture, 
as a sign to judges, magistrates and parole boards that 
the Government’s view has changed since the crude Tory 
years of “prison works”. Without it, more and more pris- 
ons will have to built, to less and less reward. No Labour 
government should countenance such a situation. 


Football will win if 
we defeat this cartel 

THE OFFICE of Fair 'Hading will go to court today to argue 
that top football clubs should be forced to end their tele- 
vision rights deal with BSfyB and the BBC. If they are suc- 
cessful in showing that the top dubs have acted as a cartel 
- that they have distorted the market and jacked up prices 
to suit themselves - football as a whole will be the winner. 

Fears have been expressed that new plans to redistribute 
money from the Premiership to lower divisions and grass- 
roots football would be put in danger by liberalising the 
television market The Football Task Force, in its first 
report argued that such a redistribution was imperative 
if the game were to survive the scandalous selling off of 
millions of acres of playing fields that has marred the last 
few years. If the £?43m paid by the TV companies for the 


right to Premiership football were to fall then reinvest- 
ment could indeed be threatened. 

But there is no inherent reason why this should be so. 
If the clubs were to sell their games individually, it could 
open up viewer choice and stimulate proper competition 
for the rights; it will probably bring in more money, to the 
benefit of alL Football's problem is not the amount of cash 
it generates in total but the fact that, since the Premier- 
ship broke away, the rights to that money have been con- 
centrated at the top. There will be every opportunity, even 
if rights are sold to individual games, to put new structures 
in place to redistribute that income. 

Opposition to change is based not on logical economics 
but on the conservatism that pervades English football 
from the amateurism of the Football Association to the 
insistence on the merits of the physical “English game”. 
The sooner real competition is allowed, with different com- 
panies free to experiment with their coverage and to 
attempt to outstrip their rivals, the better. 
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What’s the point in serving up 
this rather tasteless Cook book? 
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NO MAN is an island. FTOm the second 
that Robinson Crusoe agreed to share 
his life with Man Friday there was a 
theoretical threat to his historical 
reputation. What were the chances 
that the marooned sailor would get 
back to rivilisation. only to encounter 
a ghosted memoir from his erstwhile 
shack-sharer entitled Friday’s Tale , 
detailing Crusoe’s more exotic ways 
of coping with enforced celibacy? 
Crusoe was lucky, being a mostly 
fictional character However fo r the 
rest of us, total privacy ends as soon 
as one other person enters the froot 
door. Someone, somewhere, always 
has, in the inelegant words of Presi- 
dent Lyndon Johnson, your pecker in 
his or her pocket 

And I can tell you that your habits 
would not make pleasant reading. 

^There's the way that you leer at that 
handsome GP when you think no 
one's looking, that time that you hit 
your oldest child oat of real hatred, 
and, above all, your deceptions. 
imagine all that - and much, much 
more - written down, published in a 
book and serialised in a Sunday news- 
paper Remember that primmy school 
nightmare about being found, naked, 
in the cloakroom, and everyone 
laughing at you? 

Margaret Cook, of course, had 
Robin's pecker in her pocket, from 
whence she has now taken it and is 
parading it around town, the poor wilt- 
ing object held in triumph above her 
head. It must be said that her book, 
A Slight and Delicate Creature, is 
hard reading for those who do not 
eqjoy daytime television. 

Indeed, Margaret’s How to Cook 


Cookbook does not even seem to have 
been very well researched. 

She claims that he has had an 
alcohol problem, but colleagues who 
probably knew his drinking habits 
rather better than she did - since they 
saw more ofhim - deny this. I do think 
that, if spouses are going to write 
books about one another; they need to 
pay attention to these little details. 

Easily the most interesting reve- 
lation in last Sunday’s first published 
extract of A ZTdfoote Crea- 

ture is the po-faced account of the 
Cooks talking about the family 
finances. “At the end of our 1990 sum- 
mer holiday" writes Margaret, with- 
out a hint of irony “I sat him down for 
our usual reckoning-up, and the net 
result was that he owed me money.” 
What? How can tme half of a marriage, 
which has lasted two decades, be said 
to owe the other half money? 

Books like this tend to end up 
saying far more about their authors 
than they realise. But, even so, are 
they defensible? Is the moral right to 
reveal your awn private life tempered 
by a duly to the private lives of those 
you have shared intimacy with? 
Margaret Cook may like to consider 
how she would have felt had Robin 
Cook been minded to pen a savage 
attack on his former wife for her 
various weirdnesses (whatever they 
are). Would she have thought that to 
be acceptable behaviour? 

And then'tfaere are the third par- 
ties (usually described as “innocent 
victims”). Someone writing a bio- 
graphy of a public figure whom I have 
known for some time recently 
approached me. Many of the things 
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MEMBERS OF the Iraqi Par- 
liament called for punishing 
neighbouring countries allow- 
ing use of their land in mount- 
ing US-British raids against 
jfraq. This only indicates how 
like the President and his 
;*egime those representatives 
are. Do they not all know that 
tpe country’s borders on both 
north and south are violated? 
Do they not know that they can- 
not even threaten a fly? When 
will they ever learo? 

Al Abram, Egypt 


THE RECENT call by the Iraqi 
ruler; Saddam Hussein, to the 
Arab peoples to rise up against 
their leaders was in fact in- 
tended to distract the' masses 
in Iraq from the real problem, 
which is the bankruptcy of the 
regime. The presence of mil- 
lions of Iraqis in diaspora con- 
stitutes an evidence of the 
repressive nature of the 
regime, he said. Saddam’s 
regime has also proved that it 
lacks credibility with regard to 
the plight of more than BOO 



David 

Aaronovitch 

Mrs Cook should consider 
how she'd have felt if Robin 
had penned a savage attack 
on her various weirdnesses 

that I know about X I know because 
we had very close mutual friends (I 
should add here that X also knows 
many things about me; unfortunately 
no one is much interested). I spoke to 
one of these people, and she told me 
that what I might say could con- 
ceivably have a bad impact on her el- 
dest daughter when it became public. 
So I said nothing. 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstem, 
you will recall died because of Ham- 
let's quarrel with Claudius. In Mar- 
garet Cook’s book someone called 
Carlos plays a similar role A travel 
guide, Carlos was fingered by Mrs 
Cook as having had a post-Robin 
romance with her. Carlos, however; 
has denied that this ever happened. 
When this was put to Margaret by The 
Sunday Times she replied airily that 
“Carlos denied our affair because he 


is not supposed to fraternise with 
clients and would get into trouble from 
his company". Another Rosencrantz 
bites the dust 

By chance, tonight Hanif Kureishi 
is coming to do a reading at our local 
branch of Waterstone's. The book is 
Intimacy, a barely fictionalised 
account of how he left his partner and 
the mother of his children, a year or 
so back. The Kureishi characterin the 
_ book describes his spouse as a middle- 
* class social climber; with bourgeois 
habits and an absence of self-know- 
ledge. “She got herself into Cam- 
bridge," says the hero, “where she 
ensured that she knew the most 
luminous people. She is as deliberate 
in her friendships as in everything 
else." There is worse: “to bed she 
reads cookbooks." The woman’s very 
capability, her comraon-sensical 
ubiquity is used as a weapon against 
her. It is classic misogyny, of a type. 
And it is also a true portrait of a certain 
sort of modern woman. 

Over in the States Philip Roth’s lat- 
est novel / Married a Communist, 
was seen partly as a settling of scores 
with his ex-wife. Claire Bloom, whom 
he left after 18 years tagethei; had pub- 
lished an autobiography two years ear- 
lier entitled Leaving a Doll’s House, 
in which she described how their 
relationship had fallen apart Roth 
does not emerge well from Bloom's 
“true" story; nor is Blown a noble 
character in Roth's fictional one. 

Cannibalising real people who have 
placed their trust in you is not a new 
trick among novelists. One of the 
cruellest and funniest passages in 
Dickens is in LiWe Dorrit, when, 


after many years apart Arthur 
Clennam meets his boyhood love, 
who once spurned him but is now both 
fat and silly. Since this meeting was 
closely based on a real event in Dick- 
ens's life, it is probable that the poor 
fat woman (and all her friendsj got to 
read exactly what the novelist thought 
about hen 

Ait alone cannot morally justify say 
Kureishi over Cook (although 
Intimacy is well worth revisiting, 
now that the initial fuss is over). The 
truth is that we cannot learn very 
much about how people are if every- 
thing is private. No one would talk to 
Panorama about parenting prob- 
lems; the specific could no longer be 
used to illustrate the general. 

We do not have to serve the cause 
of journalism or art if we do not want 
to, or if to do so would mean betray- 
ing our friends or family. However; the 
fact is that we would know and 
understand much less if everyone 
were so scrupulous. 

Once again we are balancing the 
good that may arise from knowledge 
against the ill that flows from dis- 
closure. And it's here that Margaret 
Cook so badly fells the test 

Nothing in what she tells us uni- 
versalises her experience. The book 
attempts little more than to be thera- 
peutic to its author who is - when all 
is said and done- a pretly lousy writer 
A sentence such as “At about that time 
Robin began to develop a problem, 
superficially stress-related, that made 
him less active in marital relations 
with me” belongs in an agony column 
- followed by the injunction to get out 
a bit more. 


MONITOR 

all the News of the World 
Middle Eastern comment on 
the rising tensions over Iraq 


Kuwaiti nationals who have 
been in Iraqi prison since 1990. 
AlAyyar, Kuwait 

AS VOICES rise in Iraq reject- 
ing all Security Council reso- 


lutions, the Arab nation has 
nothing but sympathy for the 
Iraqi people. Saddam Hussein 
still does not hesitate to adopt 
impetuous decisions, and to 
venture into bloody escapades 


in which the country's re- 
sources are wasted, and in 
which the country’s very safety 
is endangered. There remains, 
however; a clear fact that as 
much as it needs a new 
leadership, Iraq heeds also a 
new polity. 

AlGomhowreya. Egypt 

DICTATORSHIPS WILL always 
create their own wars, wars 
that so preoccupy the people 
that they may allow their riders 
to go unpunished, for no voice 


rises higher than the sound of 
explosions in a wan The Iraqi 
president Saddam Hussein 
and his clique thus create the 
circumstances to justify an at- 
tack against the Iraqi people. 
What they seek is more popu- 
larity; even by engaging the 
country into an unwarranted 
fight. Accordingly; the Amer- 
icans, the British and the Sad- 
dam Hussein regime seem to 
have conspired against Iraq 
and the Iraqis! 

Al Akhbar, Egypt 


Q uote of the Day 

“If she lived on a council estate in Sheffield she 
would probably be in council care." 
Michael Parkinson, 
chat show host, on die Queen 

T hought for the Day 

“In nature there are no rewards or 
punishments; there are consequences.” 

H AArmesley, 

British writer 
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patrol force in the world, with the skills ■ B 1 
and equipment to deal with a wide range 
of breakdown situations. With our advanced deployment 
technology, AA Patrols get to members, on average, in 
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IS Charlie Whelan looking 
for a job in television? If so, 
he's certainly playing his 
cards right. Yesterday, 

Gordon Brown’s former press 
spokesman described his own 
television viewing favourites 
for another newspaper “The 
new BBC News 24 is very 
good. I’ve got Sky Sport so I 
watch football I do like soaps; 
Coronation Street is my 
favourite." Yes. that's the 
BBC. Sky and I TV all nicely 
plugged but sadly there's no 
mention of the Mirror 
Group’s Live TV Surely 
Charlie enjoys topless darts? 


REMEMBER BACK in the 
Eighties when Julian 
Schnabel, not Damien Hirst 
was the wiwderkind of the 
ultra -cool contemporary art 
scene? Schnabel certainly 
does, which may be why the 
former New York waiter, 
who was first discovered by 
that mega-collector Charles 
Saatcbi. seems less than 
pleased by our Damien’s 
continuing success. In an 
interview with the rock-idol- 
lurned-journalist David 
Bowie, in Afodem Painter 
magazine. Schnabel says: 
“Damien Hirst owes a lot to 
a lot of people." More 
specifically: “I think he 
owes me plenty." It’s 
difficult at first to see what 
Hirst's formaldehyde- 
drenched sharks owe to 
Schnabel's pictures, which 
were tittered with smashed 
crockery However. Pandora 
recalls that Saaichi started 
investing in Hirst's 
masterpieces not long after 
he decided to sell off many 
of his Schnabel paintings, 
so perhaps that’s what the 
artist means by “owes me 
plenty". However, in 
another spasm of spite. 
Schnabel adds: “I can’t be 
only responsible for the bad 
artists'. 1 mean. I think he 
owes plenty to Jeff 
Koons too." 


LEONARDO DICAPRIO has 
now arrived on 
location in 

Phuket. Thailand ‘ 
to film The 
Beech, based on 
Alex Gardners 
best- selling 
novel about a 
commune of 
hippie beach 
bums. Hou-ever. 
rather than 
sleeping on the 
sand. DiCaprio has 
taken over a whole 
floor of the 
luxury Panwha 
hotel, according 
to a local Thai 
newspaper, in 
addition to these 

the Twentieth 

Century Fox 

studio, owned by 
Murdoch, is also 
providing Leo 
with the use of 
!i:.~ own large 
yacht. Not had 
treatment. 


when compared with the 
accommodation status of 
Rupert Murdoch himseff 
who, sources tell Pandora, is 
currently shopping for a loft 
in dreary lower Manhattan. 


MEANWHILE, THE OOn- 

Murdoch owned New York 
tabloid Daily News has set 
itself the task of keeping 
track of the romantic 
interests of Anna Murdoch, 
the billionaire's estranged 
wife. Having floated the 
names of the producer 
David Niven Jr and the 
property magnate Marshall 
Rose, the paper’s latest 
candidate is a wealthy, 72- 
year-old New York widower, 
named William Mann, who 
would only say: Tm not 
going to comment on that. 
Thank you very much." 


HERE'S A collector’s item 
Pandora's readers are certain 
to covet! It's a solid, 24-carat- 
gold CD of Frank Sinatra 
singing live in a suburban 
Chicago dive called the Villa 
Venice, in 1962. together with 
his rat pack mates Sammy 
Davis Jr and Dean Martin. 
Entitled The Summit, it is 
being released by a company 
owned by the Sinatra family 
called Artanis Entertainment 
Group. Guess what Artanis 
spells backwards? 


YOU MAY have hated the 
talking Furby toys, but what 
about a toy talk-show host 
doll - especially one you can 
stick pins in? Yes. it’s the 
“Jerry Stinger" bumblebee 
Meanie toy, based on Jerry 
Springer, the trailer-trash 
culture hero (pictured), one 
of a series of new US 
prodocts called “celebrity 
bean bags”. Other dolls in 
the series include the 

Moodoona and the 
. Quack Nicholson. “I 
\ was hoping for a 
£i Nobel Peace Prize. 

- but I’ll settle for 
f this.” Springer told 
a reporter. After 
the way he 
slagged her 
off this 


would be 


Michael 

Parkinson 


Coming out as a Mondeo man 


ONE should, I suppose, become in- 
ured to the occasional sneering 
personal reference in the public 
prints. Having survived being de- 
scribed as a sexist snob on the let- 
ters page of this newspaper and 
being held responsible for a load of 

tosh on the books page of the Times 

Educatiaml Supplement, l had 
come to believe that I could shrug 
off the resentful small-minded, 
humourless, sub-literate carpings of 
so-called “readers” and “critics”. 
Tosh, moi? I mean, honestly. 

All the same, a news report last 
week did cause me the merest 
wince of irritation. “Bus lanes alone 

will not shift Mondeo man" read the 

headlines. According to Richard 
Knowles of Salford University co- 
. operation between bus companies 
and local authorities - an arrange- 
ment inevitably known as a “Qual- 
ity Partnership” - had made little 
difference to the driving habits of the 
ordinary motorist, with the excep- 
tion of those using the Super Route 
66 in Ipswich, where even Mondeo 
men were said to be now using the 
local bus service. 

As it happens, I have probably; 
while visiting my dentist or travel- 



Terence 

Blacker 

For the new aristocrats in 
the media this nice car, 
slightly lacking in poke, 
represents 1 them out there' 

ling to Ferry Cross the Wxveney, the 
excellent new production from the 
Eastern Angles Theatre Company, 
got my kicks on Ipswich’s Super 
Route 66 but, if I did. it was in my 
lovely Starburst-coloured Mondeo. 

Owners of more socially accept- 
able cars - your BMW; your Saab, 
your dinky little Clio - may have 
been taking the environmentally 
responsible Park and Ride option 


but, if so, I can't say I noticed. Of 
course, the point that the transport 
guru from Salford was making was 
essentially the same as that of the 
eminent feminist commentator 
Joan Smith who, in an essay on sex- 
ual desire, remarked, “Never trust 
a man in a Mondeo.” 

This nice, ordinary car; slightly 
larking in poke through third and 
fourth gears but otherwise entirely 
harmless, suggests for all civilised 
commentators a hidebound, con- 
ventional type in a Cedi Gee suit, 
saying “Can I get back to you on that 
one, Kfeith?” into a mobile phone and 
steadfastly refiising to contribute to 
Quality Partnerships. The fact that 
my Mondeo - dents fore and aft. a 
has. of undelivered apples and whiffy 
football kit in the boot, a Willie Nel- 
son cassette in the tape machine - 
may be as resolutely Individual as 
ary other car is beside the point Fbr 
the new aristocrats in the media, it’s 
not our kind of car; it represents 
them oui ftete. 

It’s not difficult to see why we 
Mondeo men are subject to patron- 
ising sneers. Whereas, during the 
Eighties, the Thatcberite mindset 
approved of die ducking-and-diving 


entrepreneur for whom greed and 
enrichment was not only a personal 
imperative but a social respons- 
ibility the new Establishment is the 
media itselt journalists, celebrity 
presenters and, above all, publicists. 

The time has passed when pub- 
lic relations was regarded as a rel- 
atively humble skill subsidiary to, 
and dependent upon, professions in 
which people really produced some- 
thing. Suddenly the messenger has 
become the message. 

So when Charlie Whelan al- 
legedly became involved in a bit of 
PR skulduggery his subsequent 
resignation was treated with as 
much seriousness as the departure 
of a minister. Or when his boss the 
Chancellor is revealed to be dating 
a PR artiste, as is Prince Edward, 
she is regarded as the ideal consort 
in an age when the Eact of publicity 
is regarded as more important than 
what is being publicised. 

Because, in stark contrast to the 
times when there was a healthy di- 
vide between those who acted in the 
political arena and those who com- 
mented upon them, the media, the 
Government and even the Royal 
Fhmity are now difficult to tell apart 


Thereis tittle surprise when pre- 
viously spiky individualists such as 
Robert Harris and Peter Bennessy 
pen tearfulty effusive public eulogies 
to their pals Mandelson and Whe- 
lan, because they are all part of the 
same new Establishment Simil- 
arly, the Windsor family have man- 
aged at last to become media 
friendly through the simp le exped- 
ient of becoming part of the media. 

No wonder that journalists and 
publicists now behave with un- 
precedented arrogance, pronounc- 
ing loftily upon matters of morality, 
removing or promoting public fig- 
ures at will 

Who could be surprised that 
satirists are unable to get a fix 
upon the new Government turning 
out mild, predictable and grind- 
ingly unfunny versions of our new 
masters? They have found that, 
once they have laughed at John 
Prescott’s accent and Cook's and 
Dobson’s funny little beards, min- 
isters are simply too similar to 
themselves to be funny. 

Perhaps this is another area of 
Quality Partnership, but, for us 
Mondeo men on the outside, it looks 
creepy and slightly dangerous. 


Should Mr Blair really ask us 
to forget about the scandals? 



AS MPS returned from their Christ- 
mas break yesterday, even those in 
diffe rent parties couid agree on one 
thing: we are back to real politics. 
The Blair honeymoon, whose death 
has often been predicted in the past 
20 months, is finally over. 

But as Tony Blair tries to shrug 
off his “Black Christmas” by getting 
back to business, he is danger of 
jumping from one hole into another. 
His fight-back strategy is to turn the 
media spotlight away from person- 
alities and back to policies. Gordon 
Brown, in the first of what Downing 
Street billed as a series of keynote 
speeches tty Cabinet ministers, pro- 
claimed that 1999 will be “the year 
of delivery". 

Of course, Blair can be forgiven 
for thinking that anything is better 
than the media focusing on the 
aftermath of die Peter Mandelson af- 
fair or the entrails of Robin Cook's 
first marriage. And it is true that the 
divisions at the heart of the Gov- 
ernment are much more about per- 
sonality than about ideology despite 
John Prescott’s serious doubts 
about Blair's desire for ever closer 
union with the Liberal Democrats 
and the Prime Minister's apparent 
attempt to rehabilitate Mandelson 
when the ink on his resignation 
letter is barely dry. 

The problem for the Government 
is that, by switching the focus back 
on to education, health and the 
economy, ministers may be storing 
up bigger long-term problems by 
fuelling expectations they cannot 
deliver. There is already growing 
public feeling that Blair is not de- 
livering the improved public services 
on which he won the 1997 election. 
Couple that with a worsening econ- 
omy. as evidenced by yesterday's 
gloomy figures on manufacturing, 
and it makes an explosive cocktaiL 

Labour's private polling, which 
Blair continued to study in micro- 



ANDREW 

Grice 

There is a grouping feeling 
that ministers are not 
delivering on promises to 
improve public sendees 

scopic detail even after winning his 
landslide, reveals the Government's 
potential Achilles heel even though 
it remains way ahead of the Tories 
in the race for the next election. 

It shows that the gloss sur- 
rounding the announcement of 
B40bn extra for health and education 
last summer has worn off This has 
been replaced by people’s own ex- 
periences; and they feel increasingly 
that the ministerial rhetoric is not 
measuring up to the problems in our 
hospitals and schools. It is no coin- 
cidence that according to Labour’s 
surveys, there has been a sharp in- 
crease since last July in the number 
of people who believe the Govern- 
ment is “getting too arrogant and out 
of touch” and “getting sleazy”. 

Perhaps the most chilling section 
of the Labour polling now in Mr 
Blair's in-tray is the one about how 
voters remember the Tories’ time in 
office: the top five memories are 
“neglect of health and education*', 
“sleaze"; “out of touch"; “splits and 
divisions" and “boom and bust" 
With the exception of “boom and 
bust”, many voters may feel the four 


other slogans apply to the present 
Government after the turmoil of the 
past three weeks. And as the econ- 
omy worsens this year; even 
Labour’s hard-won economic cred- 
entials may be in jeopardy. 

The current crisis in the hospitals 
is potentially even more damaging. 
The voters are seeing the reality with 
their own eyes; one friend of mine 
was appalled to heara hospital reg- 
istrar; as he struggled to cope with 
patients waiting for treatment on 
trolleys, berating the Government’s 
obsession with cutting waiting lists 
(a key election pledge), at the ex- 
pense of short-term pressures such 
as the flu outbreak. 

Of course, ministers wfll argue 
that the Labour polling strengthens 
their resolve to tackle what Tbny 
Benn calls “the real ishoos”. and 
hope they will at least get some cred- 
it for tackling the deep-seated prob- 
lems in health and education. But the 
option of blaming the inheritance on 
the Tories is no longer viable. The 
public wants to see real evidence of 
sustained improvements to public 
services, not to have their expect- 
ations raised by ministers making 
promises they cannot keep. 

Blair is almost certainly right 
that, in the long run. the voters will 
care much more about bread-and- 
butter issues than about Cook’s pri- 
vate life. What worries him more is 
that, engraved on John Major's pol- 
itical tombstone -and in Blair's own 
mind - are the words: “Divided par- 
ties lose elections." 

Since Labour won power its in- 
ternal divisions have not really reg- 
istered with the voters - until the 
past three weeks. This is largely be- 
cause they see Blair as a strong 
leaderwho keeps his party in check 
(in sharp contrast with Major in the 
run-up to the 1997 election). This is 
why Blair does not realty mind 
being portrayed as a “control freak". 



Robin Cook, in the spotlight over bis Ruled marriage 


Although the label is causing real 
worries inside his party (which 
should not be underestimated), con- 
trol freakery evidently plays pretty 
well with Middle England, where it 
is seen as strong leadership. 

Similarly, Mr Blair is billing this 
week's measures on welfare re- 
form and tackling crime as “tough" 
and even “authoritarian”. During his 
visit to South Africa, he was happy 
to tell journalists that he feared a 
backbench rebellion over social se- 
curity changes, even though there 
is little immediate sign of one. Any- 
thing to get the media to write 
about policies rather than person- 
alities. “What the hell could we 
focus on apart from public services 
and our reforms?" one exasperated 
Blairite asked me yesterday, ad- 
mitting that the danger signals on 
the NHS were deeply worrying. 

Although Downing Street denies 
that this week’s flurry of minister- 
ial speeches amounts' to a relaunch 
of the Government that is effectively 
what Blair is dung (indeed, many of 
the “new policies” being unveiled 
have been launched before). As 
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4 IT'S INTERESTING to 
consider that two 
decades ago. when 
people thought about 
the future, they had a very dif- 
ferent view. They saw the US 
as falling behind. Everybody 
looked at the industrial model 
particularly in Japan, and its 
willingness to invest very long 
term, and its larger innov- 
ations, and thought that these 
companies would lead the way 
in the computer industry. In 
fact, much the opposite took 
place. Today we can say with- 
out a doubt that the US is atthe 
centre of the information and 
medical technology that's 
realty changing the world. 

Now, why is this? Perhaps 
the humility that we had 20 
years ago. and going back and 
re-examining how wc did 
things, was port of it. But I 
would say even more central 
was the attitude toward risk, 
and toward free markets. 

We see incredible levels of 
investment in this country in 
new and unproven things. And 
even though some of these 
Internet valuations will cer- 
tainly be proven to be exces- 
sive. the basic idea of 
accelerating the investment 
into this new area is reallv a 


fantastic thing. We're also see- 
ing proof of the importance of 
collaboration between busi- 
nesses and the great univers- 
ities in this country; I believe 
that the world of information 
technology will continue to 
surprise people. 

There are several reasons 
for this. The first is that expo- 
nential improvement just is 
unknown in any other endeav- 
our. Having something get 
twice as good again, again, 
and again moves it past 
absolute limits. 

The ability to have kids 
make animated movies and 
store them and edit them, 
which today would require a 
workstation worth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars - that win 
certainty be a standard feature 
of a computer that costs only 
a few hundred dollars. The 
fact that computers will be 
able to understand speech: the 
fact that they’ll be able to 
speak to you; the fact that 
you’ll be able to hand- write on 
a tablet that has resolution as 
good as paper and those notes 
will be recorded and transmit- 
ted in the way that you want 
them to be - those things 
change how we relate to the 
device very; very dramatically. 



PODIUM 

Bill Gates 
From a speech given 
by the chairman of 
Microsoft to the 
Manhattan Institute, 
a New York think-tank 


And every one of those 
t h i ngs will happen within the 
next decade. 

The other reason that 
people are still underestimat- 
ing the impact is that, as this 
device gets to critical mass, as 
it’s broadly accepted, then we’ll 
start to lake even more 
advantage of it. It will become 
the medium for business and 
communication. In schools 
today textbooks are designed 
to be on paper. The investment 


that the textbook industry 
makes is totally assuming that 
form factor. But some time in 
the next decade that will shift, 
and all the curriculum will be 
designed to help the teacher in 
a digital fashion 

And the world of business is 
still very, very paper-oriented. 

I want to introduce a new 
term, which is the Web work 
style. This is the idea of a new 
style of work that’s utterly de- 
pendent on using digital infor- 
mation. It's quite d iffer ent from 
the way people work right now. 
Although they may use per- 
sonal computers to create doc- 
uments. edit documents and 
annotate documents, and they 
may use e-mail to stay in touch, 
most of the information they 
work with ends up on paper. 

If they want to see a sales re- 
port, if they want to send a bill 
to another company, if they 
want to go to a meeting and 
hare something to hand out to 
people, that is done totally in 
paper. And what it means is 
that there’s an incredible over- 
head. If you gel one of those bits 
of paper and you don’t under- 
stand it, if you disagree with it 
then you're calling up some- 
bod}- who has to find somebody 
to look into that If you want to 


take that information - say it's 
voup phone bill - and you want 
to relate it to various cost cen- 
tres you have in the company, 
you have to re-enter the data 
and classify the data. Well. all 
of that will go away. It trill 
simply be a series of bits that 
are transmitted and then auto- 
matically categorised. And 
there will be rules that you set 
up that can trigger and say: “Is 
this unusually large? Is it 
different from what I would 
have expected?" And notify 
somebody who will pay atten- 
tion to that 

This ability to collaborate in 
a digital form will change more 
than the efficiency of business. 
Efficiency is an amazing tiling, 
and it's not just companies 
thalvou think of as being in the 
information business 

Even companies you think of 
as manufacturers devote more 
money to their information 
workers than they do to their 
factory workers. And those 
workers are doing product de- 
sign; they’re doing things that 
will be dramatically belter 
when done in a digital fashion. 
This Web work style will 
change the boundaries <5^, 
of business. So. let's 
keep innovating. f 


such, it has eerie echoes of the fight- 
backs ordered by Major, which usu- 
ally hit the buffers pretty quickly. 

The only comfort for Mr Blair is 
that the Tbries have not yet reaped 
any benefit from the Government's 
troubles; the only beneficiaries are 
tiie Lib Dems, no doubt to Prescott's 
horror. My guess is that a huge pro- ! v 
portion of Labour's still sky-high 
opinion poll ratings is due to Blair's 
enduring personal popularity. At 
the same time, the Tories are suf- 
fering from the perception of William 
Hague as a weak leader of a still di- 
vided party. as well as those unhappy 
memories of their 18 years in office. 

But Blair knows that Hague and 
his party may not remain devalued 
currency for ever. Labour strategists 
fear that the growing disillusionment 
with the Government will take its toll 
on Blair and his party; 

They are right to be worried. 
Biair argues that he could not be ex- 
pected to put right the problems of 
the past 18 years in just 18 months. 
But the voters will soon want some 
hard evidence that things really are 
getting better. 
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Corruption’s bad for your wealth 
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v^Omeroon they regard their place 
lit pole position with a certain 
bravado: in a survey of 800 people 
in Yaounde and Douala, no fewer 
than 77 per cent of the people ques- 
tioned agreed that their country was 
the most corrupt in the world. 
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Hamish 
Mcrae 

The scale of fraud in 
Brusseb has swept away 
complacency about the 
probity of EU officials 

WHY IS the European Commission 
so corrupt? There may be a mass 
sacking this week of the 20 Brussels 
commissioners, if (he MEPs vote by 
a two-thirds majority on Thursday 
in favour of a no-confidence motion. 
Whether or not they do, the new at- 
tention on the scale of fraud and cor- 
ruption in Brussels has suddenly 
swept away any complacency about 
the probity of the European Union's 
civil servants. 

But why on earth should this 
' ave happened? Why should the 
‘ethical standards be so much lower 
in Brussels than they are, for 
example, in Whitehall? Anti- 
Europeans will declare that fraud 
is just an inevitable part of the whole 
European Union rip-off - that it is 
part of the European culture to 
cheat - but that sort of response 
does not realty carry much cred- 
ibility. There must be something 
structurally wrong, too, for Europe 
is, by global standards, a relatively 
un corrupt continent 

I have just been looking at the lat- 
est figures compiled by Trans- 
parency International, the 
Berlin-based pressure group that 
seeks to identity corruption and 
: , j* tackle it Hie interesting thing here 
'* is that most European Union coun- 
tries come towards the top of the 
corruption league - or. more prop- 
erty, the corruption perception 
league. Transparency measures 
how corrupt people fed their coun- 
tries are, rather than calculating an 
absolute level of dishonesty. Den- 
mark, Finland and Sweden are 
seen as relatively uncorrupt, with 
the Netherlands, the UK and Lux- 
embourg not far behind. At the 
bottom of the EU league comes 
Italy, followed by Greece, Belgium, 
Spain and France. 

But even the most determinedly 
corrupt members of the EU pale 
into insignificance beside some 
non-European nations. If you want 
corruption delivered in true indus- 
trial quantities, go to the bottom five 
in the league: Cameroon, Paraguay, 
Honduras, Nigeria and Tanzania. In 



The central market in Yaounde, the capital of Cameroon, perceived to be the world's most corrupt country 


I wonder what die burghers of 
Brussels would say if asked a sim- 
ilar question about the commission. 
It is notable that a Spaniard and a 
French commissioner are under the 
darkest clouds, while the chief 
whistle-blower was a Dutchman. 
However, since even the Finnish 
and Swedish commissioners are 
being criticised too, I don’t think we 
can attribute a propensity to be per- 
ceived as corrupt to national char- 
acteristics, however tempting that 
may seem. Besides, it was an Ital- 
ian MER Rinaido Bontempi, who 
carried out the report on corruption 
which was adopted fay the European 
Parliament last October. So per- 
ceived corruption in Europe cannot 
be attributed to individual nation- 
alities. There must be something 
wrong with the system. 

Just what that is, will gradually 
emerge over the next few months. 
Do not expect any simple, single 
structural failure to be revealed In- 
stead, what will probably come out 
will be a combination of detailed 
auditing failures and evidence that 
a culture of “other people’s money" 
has been allowed to develop. I 
would be less concerned about the 
auditing failures than the cultural 
failure, for the former is much eas- 
ier to correct. You just beef up the 
auditing system. The more deep- 
seated problem is that EU funds. 


taken indirectly from a taxpayer in 
a country hundreds of miles away, 
do not need to be spent with the 
same care as national funds. 

Step back a moment and con- 
sider the EU’s financial probity not 
as an ethical or moral issue, but as 
an economic one. There is a tacit as- 
sumption among mazy people in the 
business community that a modest 
level of corruption does not really 
matter too much. 

We bad an extreme example in 
London a few years ago, with the 
Lloyd's insurance market, where 
corruption was so deep-rooted that 
the people involved did not even 
realise that they were doing any- 
thing wrong. More recently, some 
people have tended to ignore evi- 
dence of corruption among the 


East Asian tigers, explaining it 
away on the grounds that it was part 
and parcel of economic systems that 
delivered rapid growth. 

One of the side-effects of the East 
Asian economic crisis has been a re- 
thinking of the costs of corruption, 
in particular a focus on the weak- 
ness of “crony capitalism". That is 
a start Ear from encouraging a bet- 
ter economic performance, all the 
aspects of crony capitalism - gov- 
ernment contracts to friends of the 
regime, dose links between lending 
banks and borrowing companies 
and so on - have been shown to in- 
hibit it The East Asian system re- 
sulted in the wrong investment 
decisions and the wrong allocation 
of savings, and the countries ended 
up poorer as a result 


THE WORLD’S DODGIEST NATIONS? 


Most corrupt countries 


Least corrupt countries 

1 

Cameroon 

1 

Denmark 

2 

Paraguay 

2 

Finland 

3 

Honduras 

3 

Sweden 


Tan 2 ania 

4 

New Zealand 

5 

Nigeria 

5 

Iceland 

6 

Indonesia 

6 

Canada 

7 

Colombia 

7 

Singapore 


Venezuela 

8 

Netherlands 

9 

Ecu ad ore 


Norway 

10 

Russia 

10 

Switzerland 


Vietnam 

It 

Australia 

12 

Kenya 


Luxembourg 

13 

Uganda 


United Kingdom 


Now look at Europe. The Euro- 
pean economy occupies part of the 
top portion of the world economy Of 
course there are fine distinctions to 
be made between different coun- 
tries. but taken as a whole. West- 
ern European companies deliver 
high levels of quality in both their 
products and their services - sim- 
ilar to those of North America, 
Japan, Australia and the other 
parts of the developed world 

But we are in a world where it is 
hard for the commercial sector of 
any developed country, or any de- 
veloped region, to maintain much 
of an advantage over another Any 
good ideas are quickly copied and 
applied elsewhere. As a result the 
one thing that countries will in- 
creasingly compete in is the quality, 
efficiency - and, crucially, honesty 
- of the public services. 

So corruption in Europe, and, in 
particular, at its core in Brussels, 
will become a grave economic dis- 
advantage, hobbling European 
countries in their competition with 
other parts of the developed world. 
Lookat the table. Rich countries are 
honest poor countries are corrupt 
Corruption impoverishes, for it gets 
in the way of an efficient economy. 

If the European Commission 
wastes hundreds of millions of 
euros, as its auditors believe, that 
is hitting the European economy 


flex ParrylPanos 

with a double whammy. First those 
resources are not available for bet- 
tering the lives of European people 
- they could have gone into better 
pensions, or allowed a higher stan- 
dard of living. Second, the waste en- 
courages misallocation of 
resources, making the economy 
less responsive to people's needs 
and so less competitive. 

I don’t think European people 
realise how tough it will be to im- 
prove living standards over the 
next generation, given the adverse 
demographic headwind blowing 
across the developed world. We 
are going, in one generation, from 
four workers foreveiy pensioner to 
a situation where there will be two. 
Productivity will continue to rise, but 
most of the gains will be absorbed 
in caring for the old. In a situation 
like that corruption at the heart of 
the EU becomes an even less tol- 
erable burden. 

The structure of the European 
bureaucracy has developed in a 
world of plenty: relatively rapid 
economic growth, favourable demo- 
graphy, increased economies of 
scale. So a bit of corruption could 
be absorbed in the general increase 
in wealth. Those conditions cannot 
be relied on in the future. Leave 
aside the moral case on corruption: 
the economic imperative is for the 
commission to dean up its act 
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LIZ 

DAVIES 



A member of 
Labour’s National 
Executive responds 
to a recent article 
by Tony Blair 

I DO not recognise the picture 
that Tony Blair draws of the 
Labour Party. Ear from being 
“more ideologically united 
than at any time". Labour is 
divided over basic values. 

The Prime Minister boasts 
of a record fall in NHS waiting 
lists, but the recent fall has 
only cut lists to the level they 
were at when Labour took 
over from the Tbries. Frank 
Dobson has honestly acknow- 
ledged that the NHS is “in 
crisis". That crisis cannot be 
remedied unless the Govern- 
ment improves public sector 
pay and rewards our nurses, 
teachers and public servants 
as they deserve. 

In contrast to the Govern- 
ment’s miserly approach to 
public services is its embrace 
of big business. From Bernie 
Ecdestone to Geoffrey Robin- 
son. from the Mille nnium 
Dome to the private finance 
initiative in hospitals and 
schools, the line between pub- 
lic interest and private profit 
is being dangerously blurred. 

While the big corporations 
are mollycoddled with tax cuts 
and government appoint- 
ments, the poor are offered 
“tough love". For Labour 
members, the party's raison 
d'etre is to combat poverty and 
inequality. But the Govern- 
ment’s welfare reform plans 
seem more about trying to 
reform the poor out of poverty 
than reforming our economic 
system to eliminate poverty. 

Governments in France 
and Germany demonstrate 
there is an alternative. Fiscal 
and monetary conservatism 
are outdated shibboleths. The 
need of the hour is renewed 
intervention in the economy. 

Finally, many party mem- 
bers are shocked fay Britain's 
participation in the bombing of 
Iraq. Hie Government's poEcy 
of punishing the people of 
Iraq for the crimes of Saddam 
Hussein is illogical and cruel 
and has undermined our 
commitment to an ethical 
foreign policy. 


lYiwit'rson 


Of transgenic mice and men 




_ THE ONLY quarrel I have with this 

. . ; ‘^ 3S book concerns its title. The innocent 

reader is led to expect something 
along the lines of The Philadelphia 
Story or LA Confidential Somehow, 
you know it will be be mis-shelved 
under “travel" or “crime". 

Although it could fairly be de- 
$r> . ijjcribed as a thriller, The Baltimore 
• - Case belongs in the history of science 
section. It is, I would hazard, among 
the best works in that select genre - 
and certainly one of the more acces- 
sible. Daniel Kevies is the author of the 
standard history of American physics, 
and of the eugenics movement from 
-- >x- ; - its utopian 19th-century origins to 
the Nazi death camps. He likes 
challenging topics. 

In his latest book, Kevles offers a 
narrative on many levels. The main 
line traces the rise and fall and rise of 
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TUESDAY BOOK 

THE BALTIMORE CASE: A TRIAL OF 
SCIENCE, POLITICS AND CHARACTER 

BY DANIEL J KEVLES. W W NORTON. £2t 



David Baltimore. The wunderidnd of 
American biology Baltimore (the son 
of a New York garment worker) won 
a Nobel Prize in 1975, aged 37, for 
demonstrating bow retroviruses work. 
It is one of Kevies’ many virtues that 
he patiently explains the distinction 
between such things as RNA (the basis 
of retroviruses) and DNA, the genetic 
material of ordinary viruses. 

As George EEotpiit it in describing 
her brilliant young scientist, Lydgate, 
Baltimore the laureate “had ins 35 
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Tuesday Poem 

DEPENDANTS 

BY PAUL FARLEY 

How good we are for each other walking through 
a land of silence and darkness. You 
open doors forme; I answer the phone for you. 

I play jungle loud. You read with the fight on. 

Beautiful. The curve of your cheekbone, 
explosive vowels, exact use of cologne. 

What are you thinking? I ask in a language of touch 
unique to us. You tap my palm nothing much. 

At stations we compete senses, see which 

comes first - light in the tunnel whiplash down the raff. 

I kick your shins when we go out for meals. 

You dab my lips. I finger yours like Braille. 

Paul Farley’s ‘The Bay from che Chemist is Here Co See You' 
(Picador, £6.99) is shortlisted for the Whitbread Poetry Award, 
announced today at 10.20pm on BBC2 


years ahead of him". The future glis- 
tened. His subject was hot, and so was 
he. His work on retroviruses con- 
nected with the huge research cam- 
paign launched in toe early Eighties 
to fold a remedy for Aids, and with the 
Human Genome Project “toe code of 
codes". With the collapse of SDI - “Star 
Wars” - and the Texas-based partide 
accelerator (both victims of the end of 
the Cold War), biology became toe 
biggest science. 

Baltimore rose like a multi-stage 
rocket He dropped his professorship 
at MIT to become director of toe 
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical 
Research. In 1989, he became presi- 
dent of Rockefeller University in New 
York. As the name suggests, this is not 
an institution lacking in financial re- 
sources. Aged only 50. Baltimore was 
at the top of science’s slippery pole 

What followed was a mixture of 
Sophodes and Kafka. It began with one 
of toe little dishonesties of American 
academic life: “honorary” authorship. 
If a scientist publishes a paper; senior 
colleagues in toe laboratory (who 
may have coniributed little or nothing) 
routinely claim part-authorship. One 

Baltimore’s team, Hiereza Iminishi- 
Kari, had conducted some fascinating 
research on transgenic mice in the 
mid-Eighties. The paper was pub- 
lished in the premier biology journal 
CeO, with Baltimore cited as (passive) 
co-author. 

A junior member of the team, Mar- 
got Olbole, found that she could not 
reproduce Iminishi-Kari’s results. 
O’Toole was feisty; Iminishi-Kari stub- 
born and inarticulate (English is her 



The Nobel laureate David Baltimore 


“fifth language"). Baltimore did not 
suffer fools gladly. It could all have 
been worked out at the lab level but 
it wasn’t What it came down to, as it 
often does in science, was ambiguous 
results tarted up a bit for publication. 
They all do it, and always have. 

By 1989 the dispute was out of con- 
trol. OTbole lost her position at Rocke- 
feller The dreaded words “fraud” and 
“whistle-blower’’ were bruited. Huge 
sums of federal money have gone into 
American science, and Congress has 
become very suspicious. A sub- 
committee headed by a politician on 
the make was directed to investigate. 
The press scented a story. Margot 
O’Toole was attractive martyr mater- 
ial. The New York Times ran a stoiy 
headlined “Fbr Challenging her Boss’s 
Data, a Scientist lost her Job and 
Home” and an editorial entitled “A 
Scientific Watergate”. 

Baltimore was forced to resign 
from his presidency in 1991. His views 
on public affairs were suddenly of no 
Interest to the media and he was shut 
out of science policy-making circles. 
The wunderkind was a non-person. 

The story has a moderately happy 
ending. In 1996, Iminishi-Kari was ex- 


onerated - but had lost so much 
ground that her career was effectively 
over O’Toole (who had been used as 
a catspaw by the politicians) was out 
of science altogether. Baltimore, sim- 
ilarly exonerated, came out best. In 
1997, be was appointed president of the 
California Institute of Technology: 
another top job. An older (he fa now 
60) and wiser man, he lias said little 
publicly about the affair that came 
close to ruining him. 

The Baltimore Case is fascinating 
as a human interest story. It is a use- 
ful way of finding out what is going in 
the cutting-edge fife sciences. It is a 
timely indictment of toe irresponsi- 
bility of politicians and press when they 
pronounce on science. And it’s a book 
that does what books do best, and what 
the press and television often do 
badly namely, it weighs up all toe evi- 
dence on both sides before coining to 
a wise and judicious conclusion. In all 
the millions ofwords expended on the 
Baltimore case, Kevles’ are toe last 
and most convincing. 

John Sutherland 

The reviewer is professor of English 

at University College, London 
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The 

Marquess 
of Bristol 


“1 HAVE a depressive illness," Lord 
Bristol said in 1989. “My father had 
manic depressions and my mother 
had them. I feel 1 am in a sort of 
grey, rainy late afternoon and noth- 
ing in the house has any features 
at alL There are no objects that are 
beautiful. Trouble is, I've gone too 
far down the road now. If you take 
coke for 10 years your metabolism 
alters. But it is very difficult to jus- 
tify because, to the public, cocaine 
is simpiy a Class A drug and bad." 

The Marquess of Bristol had 
been dying in public for many years. 
At first his audience was amused - 
they gathered in Deauville for grand 
house parties held at his expense; 
they shot grouse at Ickworth, his 
stately home in Suffolk; they rode 
around New York in his chauffeur- 
driven can a dark brown Mercedes 
P ulman that had once belonged to 
Rod Stewart They laughed when he 
said he had once wanted to many 
Christina Onassis ( “Love her? God 
no! I wanted to run Olympic") and. 
having landed his monogrammed 
helicopter; staggered out of the code- 
pit with cocaine all over his face. They 
said he wasn't that bad really, quite 
funny actually, and took his (hugs. 

Thanatoid flamboyance com- 
□landed morbid respect until it be- 
came apparent that to be a member 
of Bristol's entourage was to expe- 
rience the throes of his disorders. 
During a holiday in a villa in Porto 
Ercole the property developer Andy 
Pierce collapsed and died after a 
heavy drinking bout; Francesca Fish- 
er to whom the marquess was briefly 
married, was driven halfway over a 
cliff in the Bentley and left hanging 
there like the last scene of The 
Italian Job: the Peugeot belonging 
to an acquaintance was pulverised 
on purpose, when Bristol drove his 
Cherokee Chief jeep into it 

Periwigged lordly decadence, the 
shadow of aristocracy in the Jungian 
sense, darkened the fife of a man who 
wore his crest on his chest but was 
not protected by it His was the profli- 
gacy that exiled Rochester, the priv- 
ileged hedonism that in the history 
of England's landed families, has 
always caused shame, bankruptcy 
and death. When asked if prison had 
changed him, the seventh Marquess 
said “Christ no! What's it supposed 
to do anyway? Sure, it might work 
for stupid people but it's designed for 
the lower classes really isn’t it?” 

At various times in Ms life be was 
estimated to be worth between Elm 
and £30m but in the end he was just 
a junkie - scabrous, pathetic, help- 
less, desperate - in and out of court, 
almost penniless, usually friendless. 

“John confuses money with char- 
acter;" his friend Nick Somerville 
once said “He thinks because he is 
richer than people he must be bet- 


ter than them, but he loathes peo- 
ple who are richer than him.'’ He was 
happiest according to Somerville, 
when, as a young man existing on a 
small allowance, he lived in a one- 
bedroom flat and ran a company that 
sokl hand-built Bentleys. Then there 
was potential for, according to 
Somerville, Bristol had “one of the 
most lucid and precise business 
minds I have ever come across". 

There is something aweinspiring 
about Bristol's criminal record, 
speaking as it does of monomania fu- 
elled by indomitable compulsion 
unconstrained by either rehabilita- 
tion or remorse. In 1983, following 
the tapping of Frances Muffin’s 
telephone, he was arrested for his 
alleged part in a New York-based 
conspiracy to import $4m worth of 
heroin and cocaine. He hired 
Thomas Pucdo, who had repre- 
sented Claus von BQlow, and sub- 
sequent charges were eventually 
reduced to a misdemeanour. 

In 1988, found with 13 grams of co- 
caine, he spent a year in Jersey's La 
Moye Prison, where he met a car 
thief whom he later employed as 
a chauffeur. Released from La 
Moye, he was immediately arrested 
again, found with drugs and fined 
£3.000. Observing that Ha- Majesty’s 
pleasure had done little to extinguish 
the peer's appetite for narcotics, the 
magistrate Frank Allen became the 
first of many to urge him to break 
his addiction. It was, he warned, a 
matter of life and death. In June 1993 
an enlightened and humanitarian 
Judge Stable deferred a five-month 
sentence in order to allow the mar- 
quess to attend a clinic onfy to be in- 
formed. five months later that he 
had jetted to the South of Prance. 

In May 1994 he was released from 
Downside open prison after serving 
five months of a 10-month sentence 
forpossession. Two day’s later police 
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Bristol at Ickworth, the family seat in Suffolk, which be finally left last year 


Bristol, Earl Jermyn, and Hereditary 
High Steward of the Liberty of St Ed- 
munds, came from a line of fantastic 
oligarchs. According to the Diction- 
ary of National Biography his 
forebears were, variously, “active 
and brave, but reckless and over- 
confident . . . greatly addicted to 
intrigue . . . of loose morals and scep- 
tical opinions ... effeminate ..." Alex- 
ander Pope referred to one of them 
as “that milk-white curd of asses 
milk", but Dr Johnson thought them 
good company. "If you will call a dog 
Hervey” he said. “I shall love him." 


: John confuses money with character. 
He thinks because he is richer than 
people he must be better than them ' 


flagged down his Bentley in Eaton 
Square and confiscated a quantity of 
heroin. June saw him selling off £200 
acres of his estate for some £3.5m 
and fighting an eviction order from 
the National Ttust who were hoping 
to curtail his lifetime tenancy in the 
east wing of Ickworth. In September 
he received two years’ probation for 
possession. Another judge had given 
him another chance. 

Frederick William John Augustus, 
seventh Marquess of Bristol also 
Baron Hervey of Ickworth, Earl of 


John was, by his own account and 
by the accounts delivered by many 
defence lawyers, a lonely child dam- 
aged by a distant and semi-mad 
father: At Eton Victor Hervey once 
knocked a boy out with a knuckle- 
duster, and he did not change. At the 
age of 23 he was sentenced to three 
years in prison for his part in plan- 
ning a jewellery robbery. Amongst 
the many legends that arose around 
him was the story that, having 
worked as a financial adviser to 
Costa Rica, he stole the country’s en- 


tire gold reserve, legged it to Monte 
Carlo and gambled it away. In 1949 
he married Pauline Bolton, the 
daughter of a Kent businessman, 
and in 1954 their son John was 
born. Pauline then departed, claim- 
ing that she could not stand Victor's 
habit of keeping the radiators on all 
night, and married a Newmarket 
racehorse trainer: Teddy Lambton. 

A ward of court, the young Earl 
Jermyn spent much of his childhood 
at Ickworth and was close to his 
stepmother. Lady Juliet (nee F5tz- 
william). until she too departed. 
After attending Hill House and 
Heatherdown. he went to Harrow. 

Father and son. inextricably 
linked by the genetic curse were 
locked in legislative warfare for 
many years. A large part of the es- 
tate and many treasures had already 
been handed to the nation's treasury 
in lieu of death duties. In 1975 Vic- 
tor Hervey, by then the sixth Mar- 
quess, put the house and its contents 
on the market and John was forced 
to raise the £2.6m required to buy 
back his home. Ickworth was, per- 
haps, the only thing he cared for. or 
dared to care for. and even that went 
in the end. The contents were sold 
at auction in 1996 for some £2.5m, 
and the remaining lease on the east 
wing given up to the National Trust 
last year. The house had been in his 
family since the 15th century. 

“Extreme emotions can be dan- 
gerous,” Bristol told me. “I get bursts 


of pleasure from beauty. There was 
a fawn once that came into this house 
and I liked that because it showed 
that people had emotions. My father 
had no emotions at all really, “ 

What was Bristol like? It was dif- 
ficult to teff. I spent a weekend at Ick- 
worth once. He b2d tailored suits cut 
in unusual hues, a megaphonic 
voice and eves that rolled around, 
there were slurred conversations 
about bis cars and his possessions 
and the jokes that he had played on 
people: there were servants and 
there were young boys who enact- 
ed affection- But the man? The man 
had become an exhibition. He sat in 
his stately dining room beneath his 
family portraits and he could not eat 
He could hardly speak. An all- 
consuming misery underpinned his 
drug habit and he accepted both as 
inevitable rather than rectifiable. 

“You can buy something that is 
self-gratifyingr he said, "but seif- 
gratification does not last long 
enough and it does not turn into hap- 
piness. I can tell you. I’ve tried it for 
a long time." 

Jessica Berens 

Frederick William John Augustus 
Hervey: bom 15 September 1954; 
styled Earl Jermyn 1960-85; suc- 
ceeded 1985 as seventh Marquess 
of Bristol married 1984 Francesca 
Jones tnee Fisher, marriage dis- 
solved 1 987); died Harrmger. Suffolk 
10 January 1999. 


MANY LAWYERS have a second 
career inside their legal persona 
trying to get out and Solomon 
Kaufman was no exception. 

He was born in London in 1908. 
the son of Russian Jewish immi- 
grants. His father imported china 
and perhaps it was this early con- 
nection with design which would give 
TToirfman his second career; in art, 
when he retired from the law. 

He was educated at the Grocers’ 
Schoolin Hackney east L on d on . Flu- 
ent in languages. Kaufman took de- 
grees at the universities of London, 
Bonn, and Montpelier; ending with 
postgraduate stuffy at the University 
of Moscow on the law relating to in- 
ternational rivers, before qualifying 
as a soEritoc After a short period with 
Nathan & Co he established his own 
grm, Kaufman and SiegaL specialis- 
ing in trust and entertainment work. 

Throughout his career he was in- 
teested in Jewish matters and in the 
1930s he was the Honorary Secretary 
to the International Political Com- 
mittee of the Jewish Agency. After 

the Second World War; he took a close 

interest in the development of the 
state of Israel acting for the Israeli 
ProviskmaJ Government in three ap- 
peals, two successful to the Privy 
Council over death sentences 
passed on Jewish dissidents. 

In 1962 he was asked to represent 
the spy Robot Soblen, a naturalised 
American who had been removed 
from Israel by US marshals in what 
might politely be described as com- 
plicated circumstances. Soblen bad 
been accused of conspiracy to deliver 
secret information to Russia in 1944r 
45. Because of ill-health, he was re- 
leased on bail and on 25 June 1962, 
the day the US Supreme Court re- 
jected his case and he was due to 
start a life sentence, he fled to Israel 
usin g Ms dead brother's passport 

Soblen was then taken on a spe- 
cially chartered plane to Athens, 
where he was transferred to an El 
AI airliner bound for New York via 
London. En route he stabbed him- 
self with a steak knife and the plane 
was diverted to Heathrow. The Home 
Secretary had made an order under 
the Aliens Order refusing Soblen 
leave to land but on humanitarian 
grounds he was rushed to hospital 
Two days later he was out of danger 
and the order requiring him to leave 
was served. Now Soblen wished to 
challenge the legality of the order on 
the grounds that he had received im- 
plied leave to land and could not sub- 
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sequendy be refused leave 

de jSX™V ued x 
ESSF^**** 

forejudge at his home m St John s 

north London. It vras^ 

cessfuL Meanwhile, in Israel there 
Sbeen a vote of no confidence in 
the Knesset over the arcumstances 
of Soblen’s deportation. An £pphca- 
tion for Soblen’s release to theffigh 
Court and the Court of AppealjEaffed. 

It was then announced that, if 
Soblen was placed on an E * 
craft he would be taken back to 
Israel so it was arranged he would 
fly pan .Am. Then, on 6 September 
in somewhat mysterious arann- 
stances. Soblen obtained 30 grains 
of Seconal in prison and swallowed 
them before he was flown o ut. H e 
died four days later. The outcome 
mav not have been a happy one 
but* Kaufman had shown he could 
work quickly under pressure m 
politically sensitive cases. 

The next year Ka ufm a n under- 
took his most famous case, when 
he was asked by the Jewish World 
Congress to represent the writer 
Leon Uris in the libel action brought 
against him by the former concen- 
tration camp doctor Wladislaw 
Dering, by now living in London. 
In his book Exodus Uris had 
alleged that Dering had performed 
some 17,000 experimental and un- 
necessary operations on prisoners 
in Auschwitz. 

One of the problems Kaufman 
faced was to obtain hospital records 
from Poland, which was by this time 
under Communist rule. It was his 
s kill in negotiating with the author- 
ities that secured the vital release of 
these documents, which showed in 
Dering's clear handwriting the de- 
tails of the operations he had un- 
dertaken and which turned the case 
in favour of the defendants. In the 
resulting trial Dering obtained the 
derisory damages of a halfpenny. 
But the triumph was for Uris and 
Kaufman. Dering died the following 
yean still owing some £17,000 of the 
costs of the action. 

Ka ufman resolved to give up 
politically orientated work and con- 
centrated on his commercial prac- 
tice before he retired from active 
practice in 1960. becoming a 
consultant with Sackerand Partners, 

He then took up what was the love 
of his life - art Already he had a fine, 
collection of both modern and 18th- 
century drawings. Now he enrolled 
in art-history studies at both Uni- 
versity College London and Essex 
University, obtaining a PhD and 
later an MPhil in Italian Stage Art 
in 1932. He then lectured at the Cini 
Foundation in Venice from 1982 to 
1990 on Italian Stage Aesthetics. He 
was a member of the Council of 
Friends of Art Museums of Israel, 
to wMch he left his library of over 
2,000 volumes. 

James Morton 

Solomon Kaufman, lawyer and art 
historian: bom London 18 May 
1908; married 1936 Jennie Lubin 
(died 1998 ; one son, one daughter i; 
died London 25 December 1998. 
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JOHN MAY eqjoyed a unique inter- 
national reputation as a dealer in 
second-hand and antiquarian books 
on music and musicians. His busi- 
ness May & May, with his wife Lau- 
rie, was initially a part-time activity, 
their first sale catalogue appearing 
in April 1964. Their most recent, for 
December 1998, was the 250th. 

May was a remarkable self-made 
man, and an extraordinarily self- 
effacing one, whose belief in public 
service was evident in his many vol- 
untary activities in music and else- 
where. His politics focused on free 
speech and fair play; be was an ac- 
tive member of Amnesty Interna- 
tional and Index on Censorship. 

He was born in Croydon (the 
family home was in Thornton 
Heath), his father a company sec- 
retary, with a passion for books 
which John inherited. A grammar- 
school education led. despite a 
teenage flirtation with pacifism, to 
a war spent in the RAF. In Later life, 
he never referred to his war service. 
In fact, he enlisted in June 1941 and 
trained in South Africa from May 1942 
to May 1943, being commissioned in 
April 1943 as Flight Lieutenant, 
posted to Bomber Command, with 
619 Squadron from August 1944 to 
January 1945, he flew Lancasters 
from Dulholme Lodge and Strubby 
in Lincolnshire. 

On a mission to target Wurzburg, 
one of his engines failed over enemy 
territory but he successfully pressed 
home his attack, and was awarded 
the DFC. The citation highlighted his 
“gallantry in the face of the enemy” 
which had been “a source of inspi- 
ration to all the crews of his 
squadron”. May participated in the 
Dresden raid, whose horror was not 
lost on him, and he later developed 
a wide interest in German history. 

During 1947 he was posted to 
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India, where he was involved in the 
closure and transference of RAF sta- 
tions in the face of independence, 
with the acting rank of Wing Com- 
mander. Returning to England in a 
non-flying role, he resigned his com- 
mission in 1950 to join BOAC, work- 
ing in the charter division. Later 
experience, first in Rickards, a coach 
hire company, and then with Initial 
Towel Services, gave him a varied 
background in business practice 
which proved invaluable. 

While with BOAC he was in- 
volved in trade union development, 
taking pride in ensuring that mem- 
bers were able to exercise their right 
to opt out of the Labour Party levy. 
This first-hand union experience 
would provide him with the stepping 
stone to another strand of his work 
for music, as Secretary of the 
Association of British Orchestras. 

_ After his first marriage ended in 
divorce, in 1957 he married Laurie 
Lyons, whom be had met when they 
were both Labour councillors. 
Though without formal tr aining he 
acquired a wide practical knowledge 
of languages; French, German, 


Russian, Czech, ’H ungarian . He built 
an unrivalled international knowl- 
edge of music and the literature 
of music through handling and 
cataloguing it over half a lifetime. 

When I first knew him May & May 
operated from their Putney home, 
shelving covering every wall Later, 
seeking more space, they moved to 
Tisbury, and then Semley near 
Shaftesbury. Seeking a job which 
would also enable them to develop 
their music business, he took the 
part-time post of Secretary of the Or- 
chestral Employers Association, 
which he developed from- a narrow 
1950s organisation for negotiating 
with the Musicians’ Union into to- 
day's Association of British Orches- 
tras. He put the ABO. on a sound 
footing as an employer’s trade 
association, and finally left in 1985. 

May was widely known in the mu- 
sical world, and influential in the for- 
mation of the National Centre for 
Orchestral Studies and the Nation- 
al Campaign for the Arts. He was a 
board member of the Western Or- 
chestral Society (Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra), becoming 
Vice-Chairman. It was his personal 
vision that established the Ermuli 
Trust, now the Music Libraries 
Trust, in 1982. to fund impecunious 
music librarians and researchers to 
attend conferences and meetings 
and cany out research. 

While working in Westminster 
he took an interest in the courts and 
was appointed to the magistracy in 
1972, serving in the Inner London 
area on the South Westminster 
Bench until 1985. He was charac- 
teristically proud of this service, and 
his lifelong sympathy with the un- 
derdog m^nt that he was not always 
inclined to believe police statements 
if not adequately corroborated. 

As May & May’s catalogues de- 


veloped, he took a growing interest 
in the work of music librarians. Be- 
coming a member of the UK branch 
of the International Association of 
Music Libraries (IAMLfUK)), he 
became a committee membec 1973- 
79, and President 1980-82. 1 jacking 
academic qualifications, at first he 
felt himself insuffi ci ently qualified to 
accept the presidency, but once per- 
suaded, as in the ABO, he trans- 
formed the organisation, introducing 
a business-like committee struc- 
ture, making it outward- rather than 
inward-looking, and tried to ensure 
that the most junior were given a 
voice. IAMLOJKJ’s organisation and 
activity today is in no small part a 
legacy of John May. 

May & May had a particular role. 
Models of their kind, John May’s cat- 
alogues had a consistent range, 
depth and frequency that was quite 
amazing. But it (fid not aid there, for 
customers became friends and May 
increasingly found himself an irre- 
placeable institution in bringing to- 
gether scholars working in many 
fields, and succesrfuffy searching for 
“wants" no matter how obscure. No- 
table collections dispersed through 
the catalogues included those of 
Anna Instone and Julian Herbage, 
Trevor Harvey and Christopher 
Palmer. Ftalfy referenced and exten- 
sively annotated, the catalogues pro- 
vided something for every taste, and 
reading them was an education, as 
well as a pleasure. A set constitutes 
an enduring scholarly memorial 

LEWIS FOREMAN 

John William May. bookseller and 
administrator. born Croydon, Sur- 
rey 8 July 1922; DFC 1945; married 
1948 Doreen Hutchinson (two 
daughters; marriage dissolved ), 
1957 Laurie Lyons (one son); died 
Bristol 28 December 1998. 


PAUL RIVIERE was one of the crit- 
ical figures in French resistance to 
Nazi occupation. He ran, from the 
French end, secret air landings in 
southern France in 1942 to 1944. 

Bom in 1912, he was a school- 
master as his father had been; and 
so was made a sergeant instructor 
at the cavalry cadet's school at Sau- 
mur; of which staff and students to- 
gether held out for three days against 
tee otherwise headlong-victorious 
German army in June 1940. 

Riviere evaded capture and went 
back to his home in Burgundy where 
he joined Henri Frenay’s early re- 
sistance movement Combat After 
saving an apprenticeship delivering 
clandestine newspapers, he gradu- 
ated to receiving a parachute drop 
in June 1942. The Vichy police then 
caught up with him and put him in 
prison at Lyons for four months on 
the charge of distributing anti- 
government propaganda. He was let 
out just before the Germans occu- 
pied Vichy’s hitherto “free” two-fifths 
of France; and went straight bade to 
helping receive tee Lysander aircraft 
in which Frenay returned to France. 



Secret landings 


He was himself brought over to 
England for training by Hudson in 
May 1943 and at once made friends 
with Hugh Verily who commanded 
the Lysander flight of 161 Squadron 
(and has described its work vividly 
in We Landed by Moonlight, first pub- 
lished in 1978 and still in print). He 
was also much taken by Genevieve 
Eassia who helped lay out the lights 
for that Hudson; they later married. 

He parachuted back into France 
in July to replace Bruno Larat, who 
had organised his flight out, as head 
of the Service tfAtterrissages et Par- 
achutages, the Free French organi- 
sation that co-operated with the RAF 
and with SOE in arranging parach- 
ute drops and secret pick-ups by light 
aircraft all over southern France 
(Larat had fallen into enemy hands). 

He personally received at least 
one Hudson a mouth for several 
months thereafter: no easy task For 
each operation he had to find a 
suitable field, dear it with the Air 
Ministry by secret wireless, find re- 
liable friends to help him light it 
when a coded message on the BBC’s 
French service told him tee aircraft 
was coming, collect and hide the de- 
parting passe n gers, and have a safe 
hiding place for any arrivals. 

His passengers included a fu- 
ture president of France, Vincent Au- 
riol General de Lattre de Tassigny; 
and several past and future minis- 
ters of the third and fourth Re- 
publics, as well as such heroes of 
resistance as Richard Heslop and 
Victor Gerson, His wife supported 
him through all the perils, and was 
quite capable of managing a secret 
airlanding by herself if such chance 
made her husband unavailable. 

All this was done in the teeth of 15 
separate Vichy French police farces, 
as well as the Abwehr and the Ges- 
tapo; none of whom ever got hold of 


Riviere aga i n . Occasionally, indeed, 
he found the French police helpfuL 
Once he was almost run over by a 
Hudson that landed across wind 
and lost his pipe and spectacles; a 
gendarme searching the field 
next morning found them and 
unobtrusively handed them back. ~ 

On the night of 8/9 February 1944 
a Hudson received fry Riviere stuck 
in the mud at the edge of its field in 
Burgundy. Manpower could not shift 
it. The mayor of the nearby village 
arrived and mobilised a pair of oxen 
and a carthorse. They got the Hud- 
son clear and it took off safely car- 
rying with it an RAF evader and two 
eminent resisters on the run, the 
Aubracs with their little boy. Madame 
Aubrac went into labour on tee jour- 
ney and had her baby later that day. 

He was brought out to England 
again by Hudson in May 1944. More 

nQCGanftoinliAJl ■ 


r~ , „ s»ergeant, ne was 

fobbed off with a military medal an 
OBE was added later when de Gaulle 
m r e 1 £ im a Lieutenant-Colonel 
in teat rank he served succes- 
sively in Indo-China, Germany and 

Japax^ whene he was military at- 
tar'll* firnn* r-r. „ 1 



7- * . . wuer security oi- 

f Aigena from which he was 
glad to retire to politics in 1962. He 
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The Right Rev 
Ronald 
Goodchild 


BISHOP RONALD Goodchild is remem- 
bered with smiling admiration by an 
unusual variety of those who shared 
their youth with him; in schools, in 
the RAF and in the immediate post- 
war church houses, especially St 
Michael’s House, Hamburg. At the end 
of his career it was noted that, as bish- 
op presiding at a major diocesan meet- 
ing, he ensured a full discussion when 
the administrative machine wished to 
deprive an enterprising and rather 
bolshy young curate of extra earnings. 
Goodchild was not one for sweeping 
things under the carpet to the 
disadvantage of the young. 

Goodchild’s sense of fun and delight 
in other people's good fortune made his 
determined work for the deprived 
through Christian Aid, of which he was 
chairman for 10 years, all the more ef- 
fective. As Bishop of Kensington be 
never kowtowed to the smart or was too 
hurried to miss the deeper underlying 
problems. His 16 years as Bishop in west 
London saw a slow' but creative intro- 
duction of new forms of worship, fresh 
parochial initiatives and warmer rela- 
tionships between the churches. He 
would wander into houses or vicarages, 
wealthy or poor, with the assurance of 
an experienced family GR sharing a 
Christianity whose hard core was 
shrewd practical kindness. He led happy 
and hard-working groups of parishes. 

Goodchild was born in 1910 in Aus- 
tralia, the son of a former Bush Broth- 
er He was educated at St John's School, 
Leatherhead, and Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. After spending time in teaching 
he was ordained in 1935 to St Mary's. 
Ealing, and in 1937 became Chaplain of 
Oakham School. In 1942 he insisted on 
volunteering as an RAF Chaplain and 
was twice mentioned in Despatches in 
post-D-Day flights of Typhoon fighters 
in constant action. He remained a 
Chaplain after the war and was ap- 
pointed to the imaginative, newly cre- 
ated St Michael's House in Hamburg 
from 1946 to 1949. 

The post-war European church hous- 
es established personal contact with the 
young Nazis who had been selected by 
the Third Reich to rebuild Europe. 
These young Germans disillusioned in 
defeat were keen to learn the secret of 
their conquerors. Goodchild was a ge- 
nius at conveying the essence of prac- 
tical Christianity and convincing the 
young of the need for a new approach. 
The feet that he both became their friend 
and was an expert mimic of their ec- 
centricities assisted the process -which 
was aided by the presence on the staff 
oF a young Dutch resistance worker and 
other non-German Europeans. 


Goodcbfld*s experience of the crucial 
power of shared discovery was carried 
on by him later as General Secretary of 
the Student Christian Movement in 
Schools. He also served the Parish and 
People Movement wliich changed the 
pattern of life and worship all over Eng- 
land. As Vicar of Horsham, then Arch- 
deacon of Northampton and finally 
Bishop in west London his tempera- 
mentally mild approach persuaded those 
he served that the time had come for the 
Church of England to change its ways. ■ 
He and his wife Jean, whom he mar- 
ried in 1947, always welcomed col- 
leagues and neighbours into their 
homes whether in Sussex. Peterborough 
or London. He organised the transfor- 
mation of his rectory at Ecton to become 
a valued retreat house for the Diocese 
of Peterborough after his departure. In 
London at their home in Campden Hill 
there was a stream of visitors and 
neighbours. Here were held many gath- 
erings of all kinds - Anglicans, Free 
Church people and Roman Catholics all 
drawing closer together. 


While he may have 
been inarticulate 
about doctrinal 
complexities , those 
he served felt that 
here was a great 
man conscious of 
God's presence in 
life's diversity 


Ronnie Good child's experience was 
exceptionally wide. His inheritance of 
the Bush Brother tradition, his own 
harsh knowledge of intense post-D- 
Day fighting and his empathy with the 
young British and young Germans gave 
him insights rare amongst more 
prominent church leaders. Though he 
respected tradition, he was not doctri- 
naire. He never stopped searching 
for ways in which Christianity might be 
tried in everyday life and. if he was inar- 
ticulate about doctrinal complexities, 
those be served felt that here was a 
great man conscious of God’s presence 
in life’s diversity. 

In the 1970s he became drawn to the 
ecumenical Fbcolare Movement, based 



Goodchild with Jane Asher celebrating the 100th birthday of St Michael 
and All Angels, Bedford Place, in London 


in Rome, and he joined a group of bish- 
ops friendly to the movement, from 
seven different denominations, in reg- 
ular meetings to the end of his life, in 
Rome, in Ottmaring in Germany, and at 
the Fbcolare Centre for Unity in Welwyn 
Garden City. 

Tbwards the end of his 16 years as 
Bishop of Kensingtoa Goodchild became 
a serious craftsman; his creativity as a 
designer and maker of chairs and other 
furniture expressed the delight he had 
always found in the work of other art- 
ists. His humour and sense of fen allowed 
him to shock as well as to laugh, both to 
enjoy cricket and also the oddities of the 
modem world 

Alan Webster 


Ronald Cedric Osbourne Goodchild, 
priest : bom Parrammatta, New South 
Whies 17 October 1910; ordained deacon 
1934, priest 2935; Chaplain, Oakham 
School 1937-42; Wdrden, St Michael's 
House, Hamburg 1946-49; General Sec- 
retary, SCM in Schools 1949-53; Rector. 
St Helen's Bishopsgate with St Martin 
Outwich 1951-53 : Vicar of Horsham 
2953-59; Archdeacon of Northampton 
and Vicar of Ecton 1959-64; Bishop 
Suffragan of Kensington 1964-80; 
Chairman. Christian Aid Department. 
British Council of Churches 1964-74; 
Honorary Assistant Bishop, Diocese of 
Exeter 1983-98; married 1947 Jean 
Ross < one son, four daughters ); died 
Hartkmd. Devon 28 December 1998. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Anthony Andrews, acton 
51; Mr Michael Aspel, tele- 
vision presentee 66; Mr Her- 
bert Barrett, former trade 
union leader, 94; Lord 
Boardman, former chair- 
man, National Westminster 
Bank, 80; Mr Pieter Willem 
Botha, former President of 
South Africa, 83; Sir James 
Bottomley, former diplomat, 
79; The Hon Sir Richard 
Butler, former President, 
National Farmers’ Union, 70; 
Dame Fiona Caldicott, con- 
sultant psychotherapist, 57; 
Lady Cosgrove QC, a Sena- 
tor of the College of Justice 
'«S of Scotland, 52; Miss Stella 
Cunliffe, statistician, 82; Mr 
Keith Dawson, former 
Headmaster, Haberdashers’ 
Aske’s School, 62; Mr Bren- 
dan Foster, former Olympic 
athlete, 51; Mr Joe Frazier, 
heavyweight boxen 55; 
Baroness Hamwee, solicitor 
and local councillor, 52; 
Baroness Hilton of Eggar- 
don, former Head of Train- 
ing, Metropolitan Police, 63: 
Miss Anne Howells, opera 
and concert singer, 58; Sir 
Anthony McGowan, a for- 
mer Lord Justice of Appeal, 
71; Mr Denys Milne, former 
managing director: BP Oil 
73: Mr James Mortimer, 
former General Secretary of 
the Labour Party; 78; The 
Very Rev Dr John Moses, 
Dean of St Paul’s, 61; Mrs 
Kali Mountfbrd MP, 45; Mr 
Des O’Connor, comedian, 
singer and television 
presenter, 67; Miss Lnise 


Rainer, actress and painter; 
89; Sir John Rennie, former 
Commissioner- General 
UNRWA, 82; Sir Tbrence 
Streeton, former diplomat, 
69; Sir Swintou Thomas, a 
Lord Justice of Appeal. 68. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Jean Baptiste van 
Helmont, chemist. 1580; 
Giuseppe Ribera (“Lo Spag- 
noletto"). painter, 1588; 
Edmund Burke, statesman, 
1729; Lazzaro Spallanzani, 
physiologist and chemist, 
1729; Johann Heinrich 
Pestalozzl educational 
reformer, 1746; Erik Gustaf 
Geijer, poet and historian, 
1783; George William Freder- 
ick VMiers, fourth Earl of 
Clarendon, politician, 1800; 
Arabella Goddard, pianist, 
1836; Adolph Jensen, pianist 
and composer; 1837; Joseph- 
Jacques-CSsaire Jofire, 
French marshal, 1852; John 
Singer Sargent, portrait 
painter, 1856; Sir Charles 
William Chadwick Oman, his- 
torian, 1860; John Griffith 
(Jack) London, novelist, 

1876; Ferenc Molnar, play- 
wright, 1878; Curbastro Gre- 
gorio Ricci mathematician, 
1883; Hermann Goering, Nazi 
leader, 1893; Paul MOller, 
chemist, producer of DDT 
1899; Igor "Vasilevich Kurcha- 
tov, physicist, 1903; Tex Rit- 
ter (Woodward Maurice 
Ritter), actor, 1907. 

Deaths: Maximilian l Holy 
Roman Emperor; 1529; 


Lorenzo di Credl painter. 
1537; Fernando Alvarez de 
Toledo, Duke of Alba, 
military commander, 1582; 
Jan Brueghel the Elder: 
painter, 1625; Pierre de Fer- 
mat, mathematician, 1665; 
Henry Stafford North cote, 
first Earl of Iddesleigh. 1887; 
Sir Isaac Pitman, printer and 
publisher, 1897; Jean -Leon 
Gerome, painter, 1904; Nevil 
Shute <Norway>. novelist, 
I960; Dame Agatha Mary 
Clarissa Christie, detective- 
story writer, 1976. 

On this day: Protestants in 
Switzerland introduced the 
Gregorian calendar, 1701; the 
Royal Aeronautical Society 
was founded, 1866; the Zulu 
War began. 1879; the 
National Tbust was founded, 
1895: in the general election, 
there was a Liberal land- 
slide, 1906; Britain's first 
supermarket was opened by 
the London Co-operative 
Society at Manor Part: 

Ilford, near London, 1948; 
more than 200 people were 
killed during an avalanche in 
Austria, 1954; the New 
Zealand parliament was 
opened by Queen Elizabeth 
H, 1954; after the Biafran 
army surrendered, the civil 
war in Nigeria ended, 1970; 
the Boeing 747 touched down 
at Heathrow after its first 
transatlantic flight from New 
York, J970. 

Today is the Feast Day of 
St Arcadius, St Benedict or 
or Benet Biscop, St Caesaria, 
St Eutropius, St Margaret 


Bourgeoys. St Tatiana and 
St Victorian. 


LECTURES 

National Gallery; Dillian 
Gordon, “New Appearances 
(Li): Lorenzo Monaco. 

The Coronation of the 
Virgin", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Norbet Jopek, 
“European Commemorative 
Medals", 2pm. 

British Museum: Carolyn 
Perry, “Function and Symbol- 
ism; mosque lamps in the 
Addis Gallery". ll.3Qam. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Wiliam Forrester, “Plots and 
Scandals <vii»: the trial of 
Queen Caroline. 1820". 
1.10pm. 


LORD CRAIGMYLE 

A Mass of thanksgiving for 
the life of Lord Craigmyie 
will be celebrated on Thurs- 
day 28 January at noon in 
the crypt of Westminster 
Cathedral London SW1 
(entry from Arabrosden 
Avenue). Bishop Vincent 
Nicholls will conduct the 
service on behalf of the 
Association of Papal Orders 
in Great Britain. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Mr Nicholas William 
Garside, to be a full-time 
Chairman of Employment 
Tribunals, 


Church 

APPOINTMENTS 


The following appointments 
have been announced by the 
Church of England: 

Canon Paul Atkins, Rector Aylmerton 
urtih Rirntoa, and Priest-in-Charge, Bee- 
stoo Regis and Gresham (Norwich! - , to 
be also Diocesan Chaplain, Mothers' 
Union (same diocesei. 

The Rev Sandra Ceef>, Assistant 
Curate. Great and Utile Driffield 
I York): in be Assistant Curate, South 
Cave and EUerter with Broomfleel 
(same diocesei 

The Bev David Evans, Rectoc 
Somers ham with Pxfley and Oldhurst 
i Ely i : to be Rector. Hilgay and Soulbery 
(same diocese). 

The Rev Anna-Lisa Garvie. NSM 
Curate. Caddingtan (St Albansc to be 
Chaplain. Chelsea and Westminster 
Healthcare NHSTVusl (London t. 

ITte Rev Martin Housman. formerly at 
Peterhouse School Zimbabwe: to be 
Chaplain. Norwich School (Norwich). 
The Rev Dr Dennis Lloyd, Pnest-in- 
Charge, Malvern St Andrew t Worces- 
ter! :■ in bo also Rural Dean of Malvern 
■same diocese). 

The Rev Margaret SavdLe. Curate, Over 
St Chad (Chester): to be Vicar. Crewe 
All Saints and St Paul (same diocese). 
Tie Bev Christopher Seaman, NSM Icfc- 
nietd (Oxford), has been given Permis- 
sion to Officiate (same diocese). 

The Rer JoJyon Dickey, Priest-in- 
Charge. Busbridge (Guildford): to be 
Rector, Busbridge and Hambledon 
(same diocese). 

The Rev Simon Vibert. Curate-in- 
Cbarge, Buxton Trinity Proprietary 

Chapel (Derby): k> be Vkat Wimbledon 
Park St Luke i Southwark;. 

The Rev Stephen Webb. Assistant 
Curate. Leeds St Aldan (Ripott): lo be 
Prtesl-in-Chnrge, Tbsteth Park Si Agnes 

and St Patterns (Liverpool I. 

The Rev Ronald Whl Bingham. Vrcac 
HonJey flAfakefield): lo be T&ani Vicar, 
Hugfilescwe with Poningtoa, EUistown 
and Srabston (Leicester). 

The Rev Peris Williams. Vicac Chester 
Ifofy Trinity (Chester): in be Honorary 
Canon of the Cathedral Church of 
Christ and Blessed Virgin Mary 
teame diocese). 

OTHER APPOINTMENTS 

Margaret Underdown, Social Worker, 
Southport and fbrmby (Liverpool): to 
be Lay Micsioner. Dudley Si John 
Kale's HOI and Dudley 5 t Thomas and 
St Late (Worcester i . 


•A 


Royal 

ENGAGEMENTS 


H ■ 


Prince Edward, Patron, 
Ocean Youth Club, visits the 


London Boat Show, Earls 
Court Exhibition Centre, 
London SW5. The Princess 
Royal President Animal 
Health TO-ust attends a 
dinner at Arley Hall 


Knutsfbrd, Cheshire. 
Princess Margaret Presi- 
dent the Guide Association, 
gives a Reception at 
Kensington Palace for 
Queen’s Guides. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, 11am. 


Announcements for BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries. In 
memoriarni are charged at 
£6.50 a line (VAT extra). 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 201 2 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 201 1) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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Historical notes 

Donald H. Wolfe 

Kennedy murdered 
Marilyn Monroe 


AS THIS century draws to a 
close the ghost of Marilyn 
Monroe continues to haunt 
an era. She was larger than 
life and died suddenly, pre- 
maturely, and mysteriously. 
TVoubling questions still 
surround her death. 

While many have de- 
spaired of the truth being told 
in their lifetime, 36 years 
after Monroe's alleged sui- 
cide startling new informa- 
tion has evolved regarding 
the circumstances of the film 
star’s death. Recent state- 
ments by key witnesses, a re- 
evaluation of the autopsy 
report, and new documenta- 
tion now establishes Marilyn 
Monroe was a murder victim, 
and that she died shortly 
after a violent argument with 
Robert Kennedy the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

The release of a top secret 
Central Intelligence Agency 
file documents what hereto- 
fore had been speculation. 
Dated 3 August 1962, the day 
before her death, the docu- 
ment establishes that Mon- 
roe's home had been placed 
under electronic surveillance 
by the CIA in the last months 
of her life. Concerned about 
her “trysts with the President 
and Attorney General”, the 
CIA file states that Monroe 
kept a “diary of secrets", a 
journal of her private con- 
versation with Jack and 
Robert Kennedy, and that 
she was privy to closely 
guarded government secrets. 

While there always had 
been speculation that Robert 
Kennedy was involved with 


Monroe’s death, the official 
story was that the Attorney 
Genera] was in northern Cal- 
ifornia that weekend. How- 
ever; the retired Los Angeles 
Police Chief Daryl Gates has 
now admitted that Kennedy 
was in Los Angeles on the 
day Monroe died, and in 1985 
Eunice Murray, her house- 
keeper revealed on the BBC 
documentary Say Goodbye to 
the President that Robert 
Kennedy had visited the film 
star’s house in the hours 
before she died 

Norman Jefferies, Mrs 
Murray’s son-in-law. was re- 
cently interviewed for the 
first time and proved to be an 
eye-witness to the events 
that took place at Monroe's 
home on the day she died Jef- 
feries said the Attorney Gen- 
eral arrived with the actor 
Peter Lawford in the mid- 
afternoon of 4 August 1962, 
and there had been a violent 
quarrel Jefferies revealed 
that Kennedy hari thr eate n ed 
Monroe and her psychiatrist. 
Dr Ralph Greenson, was 
called to quiet her down. 

Jefferies stated that Ken- 
nedy returned at approxi- 
mately 10 o'clock that 
evening with two men he 
didn't recognise. Tbld to leave 
the premises, Jefferies and 
Mrs Murray waited at a 
neighbour's house for Ken- 
nedy and the two men to 
depart. Upon returning to 
the house la ten they found 
Monroe comatose in the 
guest cottage, where she 
died. Jefferies said Monroe’s 
body was moved to the 


main house by officers of the 
LAPD intelligence division 
and that the “suicide in the 
locked bedroom” scenario 
was orchestrated by the 
intelligence officers. 

A re-evaluation of Marilyn 
Monroe's autopsy report es- 
tablishes that she didn't die 
of an overdose of sleeping 
tablets, but by an injection of 
a barbiturate. John Miner; As- 
sistant Los Angeles District 
Attorney, who was present at 
the autopsy, has never been 
convinced that Marilyn Mon- 
roe committed suicide. Miner 
believes the evidence points 
to murder, and he has re- 
quested that the Los Angeles 
District Attorney's office re- 
open the case and have the 
her body exhumed. There's 
no statute of limitations on 
murder, and there's more 
than ample evidence to 
support the re-opening of 
the Marilyn Monroe case. 
John Miner and many others 
feel that Monroe should 
not bear the stigma of a 
“probable suicide”. 

The doors of officialdom in 
Los Angeles are not likely to 
open readily to a new inves- 
tigation. On the other hand, 
if the case isn't re-opened and 
if witnesses are not called to 
testify under oath, Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis may be 
proved correct in saying. 
“Marilyn Monroe will go 
on eternally." 

Donald H. Wolfe is the 
author of ‘The Assassina- 
tion erf Marilyn Monroe' 
(Little, Brown. £17.50) 


Injunction to prevent 
accountants from acting 


WHERE A firm of accoun- 
tants had provided litigation 
support services to a former 
client, and in consequence 
had in its possession infor- 
mation which was confiden- 
tial to him, the court would 
intervene to prevent it from 
undertaking work for anoth- 
er client with an interest 
adverse to that of the former 
client unless it was satisfied 
that there was no risk of dis- 
closure of the confidential 
information. 

The House of Lords allowed 
the appeal of Prince Jefri Bolki- 
ah a gains t the decision of the 
Court of Appeal (Law Report, 
22 October 1998) that be was not 
entitled to an injunction to pre- 
vent KPMG from carrying out 
an investigation for the Brunei 
Investment Agency i“BIA”). 

KPMG had been auditors of 
the BIA since its establish- 
ment in 1983. Prince Jefri bad 
for many years had been chair- 
man of the BIA untiL in March 
1998. he fell out of favour with 
his brother; the Sultan, and was 
removed from that position. 

Between 1996 and 1998 
KPMG had been retained on 
behalf of Prince Jefri to un- 
dertake a substantial investi- 
gation in connection witii major 
litigation (“the Manoukian 
litigation”; in which he was 
personally involved. 

That had involved the for- 
ensac accounting department of 
KPMG in the provision of ex- 
tensive litigation support ser- 
vices. They were entrusted 
with or acquired extensive con- 
fidential information concern- 
ing Prince Jefri’s assets and 
financial affair s 

The Manoukian litigation 
was settled in March 1998, and 
thereafter no work was under- 


Tuesday 
Law Report 

12 January 1999 

Prince Jefri Bo Uriah v 
KMPG (a firm) 

House of Lords (Lord 
Broume-Wilkinson, 
Lord Hope of 
Craighead, Lord 
Clyde, Lord Hutton 
and Lord Millett) 

18 December 1998 


taken on the project In June 
1998 the government of 
Brunei appointed a task force 
to investigate the activities of 
the BIA, and KPMG's forensic 
accounting department was 
approached with a view to 
assisting the task force 
in investigations (“Project 
Gemma”) in connection with 
the withdrawal of assets from 
the BIA. 

It became clear that that as- 
signment was in part at least 
adverse to Prince Jefri’s 
interests, but KPMG accepted 
the appointment, having is- 
sued instructions that a 
“Chinese wall” should be put 
in place within the forensic 
accounting department 
Gordon Pollock QC. Richard 
Meade and James Collins (Lovell 

White Durrani! for Prince Jefri; 
David Donaldson QC. Ah Molds 
QC and David Quest (Stephen- 
son Harwood ) for KPMG. 

Lord MiDett said that the con- 
trolling authority on the issues 
raised in the case was the 
decision of the Court of Appeal 


in Rakusen v EUis. Monday 
and Clarke [1912] 1 Ch 831, 
which was authority for two 
propositions: 

<D that there was no absolute rule 
of English law that a solicitor 
m ight not act in litigation against 
a former client: 

Ui> that the solicitor might be 
restrained from acting if it were 
necessaiy to avoid a significant 
risk of the disclosure or misuse of 
confidential information belonging 
to the former dienL 

It was conceded by KPMG 
that an accountant who pro- 
vided litigation support ser- 
vices of the kind provided to 
Prince Jefri had to be treated 
for present purposes in the 
same way as a solicitor. 

The basis of the court's 
jurisdiction to intervene on 
behalf of a former client was 
the protection of confidential 
information: the duty was to 
keep the information confi- 
dential not merely to take all 
reasonable steps to do so. 

The test in Rakusen im- 
posed an unfair burden on the 
former client, exposed him to 
a potential and avoidable risk 
to which he had not consented, 
and failed to give him a suffi- 
cient assurance that his confi- 
dence would be respected. The 
case for a strict approach was 
unanswerable. The court 
should intervene unless satis- 
fied that there was no risk of dis- 
closure, and it was not so 
satisfied in the present case. 

There was no rule of law 
that Chinese walls or similar 
arrangements were insufficient 
to eliminate the risk, but an ef- 
fective Chinese wall needed to 
be an established part of the or- 
ganisational structure of the 
firm, not created ad hoc. 

Kate O’Hanlon, 
Barrister 


NORA EPHRON’S cyber- 
space movie You've Got Mail 
is not the perfect romantic 
comedy which was its inspi- 
ration, The Shop Around 
die Comer. There are good 
touches: an allusion to the 
musical version. She Loves 
Me ; Tbm Hanks, a chain- 
store-owner. uses an IBM 
lap-top, Meg Ryan, an inde- 
pendent shop-owner; an Ap- 


WORDS 

Christopher 

HAWTREE 
mattress, n. 

pie; and men’s close know- 
ledge of The Godfather, as 
in the advice “go to tire mat- 
tresses” - sleeping on the 
floor before an offensive. 


Absent from the OED, it 
figures in the Random 
House American Slang, but 
not until a 1976 instance, 
when it means something 
defensive, derived from 
mattresses as a shield 
against bullets. The Godfa- 
ther perhaps echoes an old 
naval expression, to go to 
(he mat - to settle a dispute 
by wrestling. 
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Back in the low life again 

They’re all partied out and hungover as hell. Some things never change. By Cayte Williams 


The students are drifting back 
to their Manchester house after 
two weeks of Christmas telly. Ian, 
who has bar shifts to do, is the 
first back, but his homecoming is 
ruined by the discovery that the 
house has been broken into. 
“They managed to get into 
Alistair's room,” he explains. “We 
won't know whether anything has 
been stolen until he comes back 
from America, but thank God his 
computer is still there-” 

Anyway they’ve had the 
window fixed and everything is 
back to normaL Dani’s back in 
Manchester Tasha is on her way 
up north, Robbie and Dave are 
back at home in Leeds and 
Sutherland respectively (they’ve 
got exams soon, so they've 
decided to study where they don’t 
have to worry about taxing things 
such as cooking, washing etc.) 
and Leona's still in Coventry. 

So how were the holidays? Ian 
had a great Christmas at home 
with his family after he'd spent 
four days in the Manchester 
house on his own in bed with flu. 
“It was better that way." he says 


stoically, “because it meant I 
didn't give it to anybody else." 

He went on to have a brilliant 
new year in Edinburgh with his 
older brother Stuart, Dave and 
Robbie. Minutes after midnight, 
in a Hogmanay crowd of 200,000. 
they bumped into Tasha. “I was 
supposed to be going up to 
Edinburgh with Leona,” explains 
Tasha, “but of course she 
changed her mind. I knew the 
boys were going to be there, but I 
had given up any hope of 
meeting up with them. Then at 
midnight, Ian’s mate grabbed 
me: all the boys were there. It 
was just so nice." 

In fact, Tasha was impressed 
with Edinburgh- “It was so 
spectacular," she continues. “You 
don't get anything like it in 
London. People go to Trafalgar 
Square, but what do they do 
there? There are no bands, the 
pubs are all shut, nobody's happy 
- while everyone was really 
friendly in Edinburgh. 

So as a Londoner, is she sick 
and tired of her home town? “It’s 
not that I think Londoners are 
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unfriendly, I just think the council 
in Edinburgh made a real effort" 
In fact Tasha had so much 
fun that she's decided that she 


really likes living with the boys, 
no how much mooning 

and laddish banter that involves. 
She'll be buying Loaded next 
“The lads have made me less 
prudish, 1 ' she laughs. “At first I 
thought ‘You rough, rough 
people, stop it!’ I thought I was 
living with complete deviants 
because of their jokes and the 
ridiculous thin gs they do. Now I 
see the funny side of things, 
because they're not being 
serious at all I find their 
humour more endearing. They 
will always be crude nine-year- 
olds. There's nothing you can do 
about it!" Mind you, this is 
Tasha, remember, the girl whose 
lade tie credentials include 
virtually no possessions in her 
room and a total refusal to 
cook (takeaways are so much 
more practical). 

But she surprised herself by 
cooking the entire Christmas 
dinner for her family. “How 
festive is that?" she laughs, still 
amazed at herself. “I don't cook 
at all! It was quite a surreal 
occasion. I was thinking, this is 


going really well. Now I don t 
think cooking is such a big deaf. 

Tasha also has something else 
on the back burner. When Leona 
gets back, she and Tasha are 
going to set up a new business. 

They've seen Alistair and 
Dave's" little ventures and have 
decided to organise coach trips to 
their favourite dub. Gatecrashes 
which is in Sheffield. “It's so bard 
to get there from Manchester, 
says Tasha. “So you can make a 
couple of hundred pounds a week 
just sorting the coach out and 
getting the tickets. It could go 
horribly wrong, but you've got to 
show wfllmg..." 

Meanwhile, across the 
Atlantic Ocean, Alistair is still on 
holiday. He's staying with his 
gather in Raleigh. North 
Caroline and has met up with 
some old mates. There is his 
childhood friend, Lucien. whom 
he's known since he was three, 
and Tori a girl he's known for 
years. “I was here at Easter last 
year and ever since there has 
been ‘some thin g* between us." 
he says of Tori ■■'We've called 


each other as much as we could 
afford, and so, coming over here 
again, I hoped we'd finally be 
getting together" He and Ton 
spent Christmas with his dad. 
his dad's girlfriend, Liz. and her 
two children. “Tori and I are land 
of special," he says. “We've both 
liked each other since we were 
about 10. Things are really great 
between us. probably too 
good as Tm going back to 
Manchester soon, but we ve 
been trying to have as much fun 
as possible, and we don't want to 
get too involved." 

What odds for this long- 
distance love affair? Crossing the 
Atlantic is a long way to go for a 
night out at the pictures. 
Undaunted Tori's planning on 
coming over to Manchester at 
Easter and when Alistair goes to 
the University of Massachusetts 
on exchange next year he'll be 
only a couple of hours' drive 
awav from Tori in New York. So 
what does Alistair reckon? “Well 
see." he says. “But at the 
moment let’s just say we’re just 
living for the memories." 


On tonight’s University Challenge a retired solicitor pits his wits against BBC bully boy Jeremy Paxman. And wins. By Emma Cook 


The quiz 
man with 

all the 
answers 


S tumbling, hesitation and 
swearing are not re- 
sponses we expect from 
our most belligerent of 
quiz masters. Jeremy 
Paxman may run verbal 
rings around politicians, but on 
tonight's University Challenge he 
seems to have met his match in the 
rather unlikely form of one Lance 
Haward a contestant on the show. 

Half-way through, Lance enjoys 
his moment of glory when Jezza 
asks: “Which medical instrument 
was devised by the Frenchman Len, 
Rennie, Len...", and is swiftly in- 
terrupted with Lance's correct reply 
“The stethoscope". A split second of 
amazed silence, and Paxman man- 
ages a stifled “Blimpy". 

Laser-sharp master of the buzzer 
Lance Haward 62, a retired local 
government solicitor from north 
London, was desperately keen, 
some may say more desperate than 
keen, to make an appearance on the 
programme. So much so, that one of 
the reasons Lance signed up for his 
current course in classical Greek at 
the Open University was to get a 
chance to apply. “It’s generally 
thought that University Challenge, 
Mastermind and Brain of Britain 
are the top three," he says loftity. 
“And Unii>ersity Challenge was the 
only one that had so for evaded me." 

Lance, who is married with three 
children, was first drawn to the 


“quizling" circuit after a friend en- 
tered him for Mastermind without 
his knowing. He didn’t succeed be- 
yond the first round but was still 
keen to repeat the experience. 

“It’s the stimulation of being 
against the buzzer that brings an 
adrenaline rush," he says. The 
heady mix of sitting in that black 
leather chair and feeling the spot- 
light upon him was sufficient to 
drive him to seek further thrills in 
other formats. 

What intrigues him is how his 
mind adapts under pressure - in par- 
ticular, how his subconscious seems 
to save him during moments of 
stress. Excitedly, he relates one 
occasion when be pressed the 
buzzer and didn’t know the answer. 
But did Lance make a fool of him- 
self? Of course not. “It was a ques- 
tion about the federacy of the 
Southern States. The only thing I 
knew was Richmond Virginia. How. 
surprised I was when I opened my 
mouth and came out with the right 
answer Jefferson Davis ” 

Such is the white-knuckle ride of 
quiz show mastery. Lance was 
hooked Next there was Radio 4’s 
prestigious Brain of Britain, and 
then ITVs The Krypton Factor. “I 
(fid enjoy those assault courses," he 
admits. But as with any compulsion, 
it’s only a matter of time before 
the addict’s sense of judgement is 
severely eroded He ran out of 



Lance Haward has been on them all, from the heights of ’Mastermind' to the low of ‘Sale of the Century’ Nicola Kurtz 


quality programming and happily 
entered the netherworld of day- 
time television. Even though the 
questions were less taxing. Lance 
still eqjoyed the buzz. “Sale of the 
Century was the furthest I bad to 
descend," he says ruefully. 

In any other context, he could be 
confessing in a “Quiz Show Anony- 
mous" support group - if one doesn't 
exist yet, then surely it should. 
There seems to be an increasing 
number of victims who could benefit; 
only last November a certain Thevor 
Montague was sued for breaking the 
rules of Channel 4’s Fifteen-to-One 
by appearing three times under a 
different name, and disguising his 
appearance. Money isn’t the driving 
force here, but the more baffling mo- 


tive of quiz-show notoriety. ‘After the 
first appearance, you start getting 
sucked in. It’s the sheer fun of the 
thing. It's the idea of being in an 
arena and the spotlight's on you." 

There is also a pecking order an 
Oxford and Cambridge snobbery 
among contestants. Lance leans to 
the upper echelons. “There are cer- 
tain quiz shows where people asked 
on are not, one might say, of all that 
high performance,” he says sniffily. 
“They seem to be flummoxed by the 
easiest of questions." Not that Lance 
is averse to slumming it intell- 
ectually: “Why not eqjqy yourself at 
someone else's expense for an 
afternoon?” he admits. And so part 
of his quiz career reads like the 
review highlights of TV Quick 


magazine; Fifteen-to-One. Mas- 
terteam. The Krypton Factor and 
Jeopardy. The prizes began to flow 
in, though: £500 from Jeopardy, 
trophies, glass paperweights and 
even a bronze replica of a brain. 
“Heinous," sighs Lance who isn't 
that interested in material rewards. 
What he really craves is the 
academic glory of topping Brain of 
Britain and Mastermind with 
University Challenge. 

He compares the thrill of these 
sorts of programmes, grandiosely, 
to the glory of the Roman arena: 
“Because the real opposition 
isn’t with other contestants, but 
with the audience - it feels gladia- 
torial What they are really hoping 
for is fin* someone to come hideously 


unstuck. It’s good television; great 
theatre." 

Then there's the cache of the 
celebrity quizmasters. Magnus, 
B amber and Bob too; Lance re- 
spects them all. It's common knowl- 
edge in the quiz industry, Lance 
assures me. that Bob Monkhouse is 
by far the most knowledgeable. But 
Bamber is every contestant's quiz 
show hero, the creme de la creme. 
In contrast, Jezza meets with luke- 
warm affection, in Lance’s eyes 
anyway. “I don't think Paxman has 
the urbane, authoritative approach 
that Bamber did. Bamber re- 
searched the programme hims elf 
and controlled it from the floor. Je- 
remy has to rely on a team.” 

Lance is less than impressed by 


Jeremy's sometimes bullish manna: 
“I don't think Bamber felt it was 
essential to tell people they were 
inept foolish or slow. Jeremy doesn’t 
seem very inhibited in that area. 
There’s a difference between hurry- 
ing quizlings and heckling politicians, 
and I think Jeremy may be caught 
between those two styles." 

Although Lance refuses to divulge 
the winners of tonight's show 
against reig n i n g champions, Mag- 
dalen College Oxford, he admits 
that this may be his last foray in the 
quiz arena. “I don't know where Fd 
go after this," he says. What about 
compering his own show? For once, 
he’s short of an answer. “Nobody’s 
asked me. I dream about it, but Fm 
still waiting to be asked.” 
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Joys of Modern Life 

28. Eavesdropping by Ann treneman 


THE OTHER day 1 was in a pub 
having a chat with a friend. That 
was the idea, at least, except 
that I noticed a group of men at 
the bar. It was almost painful 
watching th em communicate: 
all body language and no 
proper sentences. They kept 
mmring around, picking up their 
pints, rearranging their elbows. 
They didn’t talk so much as 
bait Then, with a start, I re- 
alised that I should be having 
my own conversation. I must 
stop listening in! 

I cannot help it- I love to 
eavesdrop. Noram I alone. One 
of the first things infants do is 
to eavesdrop. To do it well you 
have to be invisible, and adults 
are pretty good at making kids 
that anyway There is this myth 
that kids get bored listening to 
“grown-up talk”, but 1 was 
never bored. Nor were my sis- 
ters, one of whom was amaz- 
ingly indiscreet It was not 
uncommon for her to say to my 
parents’ friends things like “So- 



and-so says that you’ve got a 
realty big nose!”. 

My eldest daughter was 
always a talented eavesdropper 
and she loves telling me about 
other people’s conversations. 
Her latest was the bossy wife 
and hen-pecked husband on a 
train. “No. you can’t have a cup 
of coffee, Harold! Ibo much caf- 
feine! What, a Coke? Well I 
guess that would be fine. Just 
this once. But no coffee!" I 
asked her to repeat it to me for 


this article and she was 
affronted: “I wasn’t eaves- 
dropping," she said, “I just ac- 
cidentally overheard it while I 
was staring out the window.” 

But of course. My daughter 
said that she almost interrupt- 
ed her couple to tell them the 
facte about Coca-Cola and caf- 
feine, but in the end didn’t So 
she was eavesdropping, y 0 q 
see, because she didn't want 
them to know she had been 
listening. Eavesdropping is 


usually accompanied by guilt 
Perhaps this is why people 
get so worked up over mobile 
phones which are, let’s face it 
an eavesdropper’s delight 
What is it about a mobile that 
makes people think they are 
alone? Someone once told me 
is impossible to have a proper 
fight on a mobile because, just 
when you get to the screaming 
brt, the other person pretends 
to be in a tunnel 
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New research shows that for autistic children a picture really is worth a thousand words. By Liz Bestic 

A window on the world 


W hen Tina Rey- 
no Ids found out 
last year that 
her three-year- 
old twin boys 
were autistic 
she broke down and cried. She had 
already guessed there was some- 
thing seriously wrong because nei- 
ther Thomas por Daniel had shown 
any interest in speaking or com- 
municating with her. “They seemed 
to be locked into a little world of their 
own, with no interest in anything 
around them,” she says. Although 
Tina is the deputy head of a local pri- 
mary school, she hadn't ever had 
first-hand experience of autism, a 
disorder that affects more than 
500,000 families in the UK. 

“I was totally unprepared for the 
disruption it would cause in my 
life” she says.“It’s hard to describe 
to anyone who has never seen 
autism. The twins have great diffi- 
culty in expressing themselves, and 
can get extremely frustrated by 
their own limitations. Just like the 
character in Rain Man they are to- 
tally rigid in their routine, and if any- 
thing changes that routine they 
often react quite violently. Fbr ex- 
ample, they come with me when I 
take my older boy to school. I take 
them on their reins, and they love 
it But they associate going to the 
school with going to the park after- 
wards. If I decide to go a different 
route they throw terrible tantrums. 
It’S quite fright ening ” 

Luckily for Una she lives in 
Brighton, where a new scheme to 
help autistic children is bang piloted 
by her local education authority, in 
a project run by the Children's So- 
ciety. The Picture Exchange Com- 
munications System (PECSj was 
developed in the US by a speech 
therapist and a psychologist, who 
recognised that many autistic 
children can understand pictures for 
better than they can understand the 
spoken word. 

Hie PECS system is quite simple. 
The child has a book frill of pages of 
cards depicting various images 'that 
are attached by Velcro. He or she 
pulls out the appropriate card and 
hands it over to the parent For ex- 
ample, a child may give the parent 
a picture of a drink and then the par- 
ent gives the child the drink, while 
saying the word “drink”. 

“Hie advantage of PECS over a 
system such as signing is that autis- 
tic children don’t tend to look at 
people. They are often very visual 
and can do all sorts of things such 
as jigsaw puzzles, and so PECS plays 
to their stren gths, ” explains Jenny 
Cross, team leader of the Children’s 
Society’s Portage Project, who is 
helping Tina to cope with the boys. 

first of aD had to find out what 
would motivate the twins, so at 
their initial assessment they were 
presented with eight pictures of dif- 
ferent types of food. We then simply 
recorded which food they went for 
first Not surprisingly chocolate 
buttons came out tops. So we be gan 
with those, and each time one of 
them gave Tina the card with a pic- 
ture of chocolate buttons on it he 
was rewarded with a quarter of a 
chocolate button," says Jenny. 
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Tina Reynolds with her autistic twin boys, Thomas (left) and Daniel, who are being helped by the picture exchange system 


The PECS programme has had 
excellent results in the US. In a five- 
year study of autistic children on the 
PECS scheme in Delaware, 76 per 
cent of them began to use speech 
within a year Although the aim of the 
programme is not primarily to teach 
children to speak, but to give them 
a functional alternative means of 
communication, researchers on the 
Delaware project found that, once 
children get used to using up to 100 
pictures, they often start to speak as 
a matter of course. 

When Tina’s twins first got the 
hang of PECS, it was an emotional 
moment “People find it hard to be- 
lieve how these children can break 
your heart,” says Hna. “They are tot- 
ally wrapped up in themselves and 
live inside their own heads. Not only 
do they have difficulty making sense 
of words, but they also find it hard 
to read facial expressions and ges- 
tures, so there is a total lack of com- 
munication. The twins had reached 
the point where they were really 
frustrated at not being able to tell me 


what they wanted. When Daniel 
picked up that first card and handed 
it to me, it was pure magic” 

Sue Baker an educational psych- 
ologist for Wbst Sussex, believes the 
PECS system is the best scheme 
around: “A lot of schemes have 
been developed using pictures 
which the child pointed to. But 
autistic children don't realise that 


other people. They really don’t 
understand how they are supposed 
to interact with the rest of the world. 
The beauty of PECS is that it helps 
both the parent and the child, be- 
cause both are involved right from 
the start," she says. 

“Some autistic children manage 
to acquire language skills, but don't 
understand why it’s necessary. One 


‘The twins were frustrated at not being able to tell me what they 
wanted. When Daniel picked up that first card it was pure magic’ 


you need someone else in the room 
to communicate to. Pointing is no 
good if the mother is out of the room. 
When you have to exchange a pic- 
ture, it means the child is forced to 
engage with another person. That's 
why 1 believe it is so successful Most 
autistic children live in a world of 
their own and have no concept of 
why it's so important to interact with 


three -year-old I worked with could 
speaka little, but he would often just 
repeat what other people said. He 
couldn't use words in a useful way. 
As soon as he started on PECS, he 
’got the picture’ and started to say 
‘drink, banana, biscuit’ as he handed 
the cards over. Once he could see 
pictures of the words, things started 
to make sense to him. Then he 


proaches that can help autistic 
children. Early assessment and 
intervention is the key, but it is im- 
portant to remember that autism is 
a spectrum disorder, which means 
the effects can vary from mild to ex- 
tremely severe. I would never say 
one system of intervention suits 
ever}' autistic child. PECS has a 
place, like many other programmes. 
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twigged that the noises coming out 
of his mouth meant something and 
caused things to happen. It was 
an incredibly exciting moment for 
the parents." 

Judith Gould, a clinical psych- 
ologist and an expert in the field of 
autism, is a speaker at a conference 
in London later this month. “We’D be 
looking at a variety of different ap- 


Andrew Hasson 

What’s important is to find a system 
that suits your particular chil d ” 

Sue Baker agrees on early as- 
sessment “The sooner a child is as- 
sessed as autistic, the better his or 
her chances of a better quality oflife. 
As soon as a child can recognise pic- 
tures. or have some way of reach- 
ing for or indicating what they need, 
they can be started on a PECS pro- 
gramme. One of the main difficulties 
is that mapy children are not diag- 
nosed until they are two years old 
or more. We’d really film to start 
them sooner than that,” she says. 

“In the old days, the prognosis for 
these children was bleak. They were 
locked in their own world. Now we 
can see there are ways of improv- 
ing their lives. If you can structure 
tbeir environment so they can start 
to make sense of their world, then 
you can engage them and they can 
really start to learn.” 

Fbr more information on autism, 
contact the National Autistic 
Society on 0171-833 2299 


A Question 
of health 



Dr Fred Kavalier 


IS IT still sensible to cut 
down on high-cholesterol 
foods? 

Many years ago a link was 
discovered between high 
levels of cholesterol in the 
blood, and heart attacks. It 
therefore seemed logical to 
advise people to reduce the 
amount of cholesterol in 
their diets. But we now know 
that the cholesterol we eat is 
not the same cholesterol that 
plays a part in causing heart 
attacks. This damaging 
cholesterol is manufactured 
in the human liver. It seems 
far more important to reduce 
dietary fat. A diet low in 
saturated fats - found in 
animal products - will lower 
the level of cholesterol, but 
only by about 10 per cent 
Many other factors increase 
the risk of heart attacks - 
smoking, exercise and 
genetic and dietary factors, 
such as another chemical in 
the blood, homocysteine. As 
research progresses, I 
wouldn't be surprised if we 
discover cholesterol to be a 
minor factor. The best advice 
is to take plenty of exercise, 
eat lots of fruit and 
vegetables, and not smoke. 

IS IT possible to develop an 
allergy to penicillin if you 
have had the drug many 
times with no problem? 
Drug allergies can appear at 
any time. In fact, you are less 
likely to have an allergic 
reaction to a drug the first 
time you take it and more 
likely to react with later 
doses. The serious signs of a 
drug allergy, which may 
require emergency medical 
treatment include swelling 
of the lips and tongue, and 
difficulty breathing. 

Humble apologies 
I have been contacted by 
three pharmacists, all of 
whom noticed an error in 
last week's question about 
fungal nail infections. The 
drug used to treat them is 
terbinafine, not terfenadine 

(an antihistamin pl- 1 am 

grateful to these eagle-eyed 
readers. This is not the first 
time that pharmacists have 
put me right, and I doubt it 
will be the last 

Please send questions to A 
Question of Health, The 
Independent, 1 Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf, 
London Ell 5DL;far 0171- 
293 2182; or e-mail to 
Jxeafthrnmdependeul.co.uk. 
Dr Kavalier cannot respond 
personally to questions 


Caesarean births: let women choose 


rf- • 


WE ARE the product of our 
experience. That is, 
presumably, what explains 
the remarkable finding that 
one-third of female 
obstetricians in London 
would opt for a Caesarean 
in a normal pregnancy if 
given the choice. 

The figure was cited in a 
controversial article in the 
British Medical Journal 
which argued that pregnant 
women should be allowed to 
choose to have their babies 
by Caesarean section if they 
wished to avoid the 
problems associated with a 
normal labour. But should 
the experience of London 
obstetricians d ealing with 
the most difficult labours be 
token as representative of 
women's experience as a 
whole? 

Hie subject of childbirth 
arouses strong passions and 
the article provoked a 
vehement responsaThe 
original argument, put by 
Sara Paterson-Brown, 
consultant obstetrician at 
Queen Charlotte's and 
Chelsea hospital London, 
bears repeating. Although 
doctors have frowned on the 
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idea of allowing women 
Caesareans on demand to 
fit in with busy lives and 
avoid the pain and 
unpredictability of labour 
without sound clinical 
reasons, attitudes are 
changing, she wrote. 

A dearer assessment of 
the risks associated with 
normal labour and delivery 
has persuaded many 
women specialists in 
obstetrics to choose a 
Caesarean. The risks of 
vaginal birth include 
damage to the pelvic floor 
anH to the urethral and anal 


sphincters which can result 
in incontinence and an 
increased long-term risk of 
prolapse of the genitals. 
There is also a risk to the 
unborn baby, with one in 
1,500 non-premature babies 
weighing more than 1.5kg 
(31b 5oz) dying during 
labour. Ms Paterson-Brown 
wrote: “Elective Caesarean 
section cannot guarantee 
normality but it avoids the 
above problems by virtue of 
avoiding labour and 
prolonged pregnancy." 

Childbirth, as I have said, 
arouses strong passions and 
it is an area where demands 
for a woman’s right to 
choose have been loudest 
Over the last two decades 
considerable advances have 
been made in wresting from 
the doctors control of what 
is, after all a natural 
process, and giving it back 
to women. This philosophy 
has entered the mainstream 
with the publication of the 
government report. 
Changing Childbirth in the 
early Nineties, which 
stressed the importance of 
allowing women to have • 
control of the process. 



Caesareans - are they safer? The Wellcome Trust 


In the light of this and 
other government reports 
urging doctors to respect 
women’s choices in 
maternity care, Ms Paterson 
Brown argued that it was 
unfair for their choices to be 
discredited because they are 
not the ones expected. “We 
are at a turning-point in 
obstetric thinking brought 
about not only fay advances 
that have made Caesarean 
section safe... but also by the 
attitudes of society which 
reflect intolerance to risk. We 
encourage family planning, 
pre-pregnancy counselling 


and antenatal screening... 
can we do all this and then 
refuse a woman a safe mode 
of delivery?" 

Her critics deny that 
Caesareans are safer than 
vaginal delivery, arguing 
that there is a higher risk of 
hysterectomy because of 
haemorrhage, and a greater 
risk of death. They also 
argue that doctors are not 
legally obliged to do 
everything that patients 
request even if they are 
mentally competent to do 
so. One pointed out that a 
survey in Holland found 


only 1.4 per cent of Dutch 
obstetricians said they’d opt 
for a Caesarean in an 
uncomplicated pregnancy. 

My own view is that a 
woman who feels strongly 
that she would prefer a 
Caesarean after hearing all 
the medical advice should 
have her wishes respected 
In holding this opinion I have 
no doubt been influenced by 
the traumatic vaginal birth 
of my own first son- which 
ended with forceps under 
general anaesthetic, with 
mother’s screams finally 
dulled and father weeping at 
what he was convinced was 
the imminent loss of both 
wife and baby son. 

Colleagues who have had 
happier experiences think 
differently - that a woman 
with an uncomplicated 
pregnancy who refuses the 
opportunity of giving birth 
vaginally may be denying 
herself a rite of passage and 
a life-enhancing experience 
- as well as imposing heavy 
extra costs on the NHS. 

Like much else in 
childbirth, this is an issue 
that wifi not yield to simple 
argument 
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Apparently, poetry is enjoying a boom. Yet it doesn’t sell and 
nobody reads it. So who needs poets? By Michael Glover 

What words 
are worth 


W hat are poets 
for? Shelley had 
no doubts at all 
how to answer 
that question. 
They are the un- 
acknowledged legislators of the 
world, he said with a brash cockiness. 
In our own century, that rambunc- 
tious American, Ezra Pound, had sim- 
ilarly lofty views. Poets are the 
antennae of the race, he declared. 
Emily Dickinson said poets rinsed the 
language. Matthew Arnold, writing in 
the era of Ttennyson and Browning, 
thought poets were a quasi-pries tjv 
caste, able to fulfil the role vacated 
by organised religion - somewhat 
similar to an older view that the bard 
is a repository of tribal memory, a 
guarantor of historical verities. 

If this, or any part of it, is true, why 
is it that so many publishers hi recent 
years have stopped publishing the 
stuff? Oxford University Press was 
merely the most recent of many. In 
1993 sindair-Stevenson made a large 
group of distinguished and not so dis- 
tinguished poets redundant Hutchin- 
son has closed its poetry list as did 
Seeker and Warburg in the Eighties. 
Penguin, aside from its Modern 
Poets series, scarcely has a poetry 
list at all outside its anthologies and 
various historical compilations. The 
masses of poetry books published 
these days pour out. in the main, from 
enthusiastic small presses and sub- 
sidised larger ones such as Anvil 
CarcaneL Bloodaxe and Peterioo. 

According to the massed voices of 
outrage raised when OUP made its 
announcement the problem is one of 
philistinism and shortsightedness. 
"Even the great academic presses. . . 
have been brushed by the evil wing 
or Mammon." thunders PA' Review 
this week, a journal edited by Michael 
Schmidt of the Carcanet Press. 

But perhaps this is not quite true. 
Perhaps the real reason for pub- 
lishers abandoning poetry is only an 
indirect consequence of the fact "that 
they cannot make enough money out 
of it to justify the investment Why 
should that be. though? Because 
there is not enough of a market for 
the stuff. But why? Perhaps the real 
problem may lie not so much with 
those boorish publishers as with the 
idea of modem poetry and modem 
poets in general. Perhaps the read- 
ing public is genuinely confused 
about what poetry is and what poets 
are fon Are they priests of some kind, 
sent down amongst us to do us some 
good, whether it be educational or 
spiritual or are they “mere" enter- 
tainers? A bit of one, a bit oE the other 
it seems, depending upon who you 


are lis tening to. Unfortunately those 
who entertain most beguilingly are 
seldom worth rereading. Hie best en- 
tertainers are seldom book makers. 

first of ail let's scotch various bits 
of nonsense trotted out by a syco- 
phantic media. The idea of a poetry 
boom, for example. There is none 
Ask the publishers of Carcanet 
Press, Peterioo, Enitharmon, Anvil 
and they wifi all patiently explain that 
it has never been more difficult to sell 
poetry into and out of the book- 
shops. Ear too many poetry books are 
being published, and the reading 
public though interested in the idea 
of various categories of verse (often 
those half-remembered from school- 
days), are extremely reluctant to buy 
books of poems by modern poets 
whose names may be little known to 
them. Apoetiybooktends to look ex- 
pensive beside a novel in paper- 
back. but more disturbing is the 
question of content. There exists a 


Poets are accorded an 
awestruck respect 
that a mere novelist 
can only dream about 


fear that the book may be too diffi- 
cult too abstruse, too intellectually 
compacted by half to really appeal. 
Poetry in our century has made a 
virtue of ambiguity, intellectual stren- 
uousness and a kind of proud, read- 
er-repellent costiveness: it is reaping 
the miserable rewards now. Anyone 
who doubts that might reread The 
Waste Land our century's sacred 
text But is it not. in part the role of 
the priest to speak from behind a veil? 
What is profound is never easy... 

However there is another difficulty 
facing that casual browser, hovering 
self-consciously as he half-detides to 
buy a book of poems. It is often hard 
to know' without reading it quite 
what the book may contain or in what 
manner it may be written. Those who 
buy novels can scan jacket blurbs, 
and decide whether the theme is to 
their taste. Not so the reader of con- 
temporary poetry, who is likely to find 
a description of the poet's disparate 
“concerns" - memory’, loss, displa- 
cement. and that heart-sinking se- 
quence about the loss of the 
Mauretania in which spectral voic- 
es play off against each other. 

So much fbr the poetry. What of the 
poets themselves? Poets tend to be 
accorded by the press a kind of awe- 
struck respect that a mere novelist 


such as Martin Amis can only 
dream about When Amis's 
agent negotiated that bank- 
breaking advance for The In- 
formation, the papers couldn't 
get enough of every aspect of 
the story - amazement, guf- 
faws, ridicule, the lull sordid, 
human panoply. When Hugh- 
es’s Birthday Letters were 
serialised in The Times, 
there was hardjy a whisper of 
filthy lucre changing hands. 

Only The Economist men- 
tioned the huge payment 
Hughes was rumoured to 
have received. 

Hughes was very reluctant 
to be interviewed, and even told 
one interviewer that he needed 
to draw a circle around himself 
in order to work at maximum 
concentration. That right was 
largely respected in his lifetime - 
but if he'd been a novelist? 

So the public thinks poetry is a 
good, though rather fearful thing, and 
it deserves the encouragement of 
large-scale public subsidy which it re- 
ceives handsomely via the Poetry So- 
ciety, the regional arts boards and the 
many subsidised poetry presses. 
Poets couldn’t agree more, of course 
- and, as reviewers of each other’s 
work, they are generally careful not 
only to be soft on each other; but al- 
ways to avoid questioning the value 
of poetry itself When poets and the 
idea of poetry* are done down (as they 
were at the end of last year), the pub- 
lic is encouraged to pity them fbr then- 
helplessness and. indirectly: for the 
fact that what they represent - 
whether it be some vague notion of 
a civilising influence. language well 
honed, or some residual notion that 
what they get up to might be spiri- 
tually beneficial - is being harmed. 

But there is not a great deal of in- 
terest among the general public in 
reading what they write as it might 
demand strenuous exegesis, and tire 
nature of what they in fact write about 
is made all the more obscure. At the 
same time as other sections of the 
press are giving more and more 
space to poets as good-looking 
people, literary editors are giving less 
and less space to the reviewing of po- 
etry books themselves as people are 
not so interested in reading them. 

“What do your poems do?" I once 
asked the American poet, John Ash- 
bery. having first reminded him of 
Em3y Dickinson's words about poetry 
rinsing the language. “I guess mine 
give a kind of blue rinse," he replied. 

All this sounds like the recipe for 
a richly rewarding comedy of 20th- 
century cultural manners. 



From the basses to the stars 


IT WAS not until late in Act One, 
when Anne Evans launched into 
Leonora's great outburst “Ah- 
scheulicber! Wo eHst du hin?" that 
Walter Weller's reading of Fidelia 
with the City of Birmingham Sym- 
phony Orchestra, led by Jacqueline 
Hartley, began to warm the cockles. 

Whlleq a regular visitor to the 
CBSO and a former leader of the 
Vienna Philharmonic, tends to lead 
more than accompany, and occas- 
ionally overawes. Certainly there 
was a curious stiffness to the 
CBSO's playing initially, as if thqy 
were earnestly knuckling under to 
orders rather than listening in- 
tensely to each other. Yet at those 
scattered moments when Beet- 
hoven's music acquired its own un- 
stultified flow, the strings came 
gloriously into their own. 

Gra vitas, underlined by deliber- 
ate, carefully bowed legato and an 
aching slow tempo for the opening 
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quartet seemed the keynote of 
Weller's approach. In its casting, the 
CBSO certainly came up trumps: 
not just Evans, a dramatic and 
powerfully full-blooded tif not quite 
so lyrical) Leonora, but a superb trio 
of basses, Stafford Dean, Matthew 
Best and Clive Bayley, to play the 
noble-minded jailer, Rocco, the 
scheming Don Pizarro and Don Fer- 
nando (who arrives, prefaced by the 
famous searing trumpet call as the 
opera’s d eus ex machina). 

Whereas the opening family tiff 
between MarzeDine (Lynda Russell 
a mite too wide-vibratoed) and her 
hapless fiance. Jaquino (Barry 
Banks), was overwhelmed by the or- 
chestra] balances, Best's voice. 


even at its mellowest, sears through 
even the thickest textures like a 
trombone, sending a delicious shiv- 
er down the spine. It is his vowels 
that define his magnificent tone and 
enables sound to penetrate so im- 
pressively (and occasionally words 
too: fortunate, given the provisional 
demise of the CBSO's surtitles). 

It was Stafford Dean’s convinc- 
ing Rocco, however; which brought 
a poignancy to the first half A vet- 
eran of both London opera compa- 
nies, and more recently a stalwart 
of Scottish Opera (Dvorak's The 
Jacobin, James MacMillan’s Jhds de 
Castro, and Delius's The Magic 
Fountain later this spring), Dean 
seems to have regained all his old 
power and assurance; the all-bass 
trio, too, was a revelation. Ian 
Caley's Florestan, although not- 
ably breathless and oddly unsteady, 
was dignified by a warmth of de- 
livery and poignancy of timbre that 


curiously made amends. The final 
rejoicing with Leonora (“namenlose 
Freude"), skilfully executed by 
Whiter; was delightful as was the ex- 
quisite last scene interplay be- 
tween Marz elline and Leonora 
(better balanced than in Act One). 

If the CBSO men's chorus dis- 
appointed in the outer sections of 
the prisoners’ chorus (only three out 
of 49 had heads not glued to copies), 
it melted in the central passage (“O 
Himmein, In bushed response to 
two gorgeously delivered male cho- 
rus solos. A high point of the 
evening, certainly - as was the 
playing throughout of the CBSO's 
principal oboist, Jonathan Kelly, 
who lent charm to Florestan's aria 
and (with splendid paired horns) to 
the vital dosing ensembles. 

The performance is repeated this 
Thursday at 7 30pm 

RODERIC dunnett 


It’ll all end in ‘Chopsticks’ 


THERE'S NO telling how Steven 
Osborne will end a piano recital On 
Saturday night it was with “Chop- 
sticks", played backwards and in four 
keys. That didn’t take very long, but 
he'd already given three encores - 
his own magical version of Liadov's 
“A Musical Snuffbox", an exquisite- 
ly bluesy paraphrase of Gershwin’s 
“Second Prelude”, and a more 
extended jazz improvisation, in 
which Osborne wittily searched for 
the appropriate thing to put over a 
halting ostinato and eventually camp 
out of it with colours flying. 

Osborne's flair as an improviser 
not only delights his audiences, it 
also seems to inform his playing of 
the classical repertoire. So that two 
of Beethoven’s most popular 
Sonatas, the “Patitetique” and the 
“Moonlight", were refreshed by a 
combination of emotional restraint 
and warmth. The slow middle move- 
ment of the “Pathetique" and the 
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slow opening movement of the 
"Moonlight" were flowing and sen- 
sitive. while the allegretto of the 
“Moonlight" was positively chirpy. 

Between them, Osborne played 
Charles Ives’s Three Page Sonata 
with disarming exuberance, and 
spun its mesmerising central section 
with rapt concentration and listen- 
ing quality that suggested he was 
creating the music on the spot 
That illusion of discovery lit up 
Debussy’s first book of “Preludes", 
too. The fiercer; darker aspects of 
“Le vent dans la plaine" and the ter- 
ror of “Ce qu’a vu le vent d’Ouest” 
were not stressed, but they were stfll 


strongly played, and if “Des pas sur 
la neige" was not as desolate as it 



, : 

in a languorous heat haze, “La sere- 
nade internompue" was delightfully 
humorous and “La danse de Puck” 
was impish and seductive. 

I find more music in the 10 min- 
utes of Ives's Three Page Sonata 
than in the 50 of his prolix “Concord" 
Sonata, however exalted the later 
work’s reputation. In the Paris Lane 
Group’s Tfoung Artists series at the 
Purcell Room on Thursday Mark 
Kruger played it with exceptional as- 
surance. If there was fault to find, it 
was thgt Kruger’s composure 
seemed like coolness. Yet, while 
the South Bank's BOsendorfer lim- 
ited the power and percussive im- 
P 3, . m *ght have achieved on a 
Stemway, his finesse and control 
were some reward in themselves. 

Adrian Jack 
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The bones of hip hop bleached white 


WHEN UNKLETS Psyence Fiction 
alhum was released last summer It 
was received with fawning praise in 
all quarters of the press. However, 
behind the hyperbole could be 
sensed a hint of suspicion. The ac- 
cusatory finger pointed directly at Mo 
Wax head honcho and self-elected 
Unkle figurehead, James Lavelle. 
’Hie charge; what exactly does he do? 

The sleeve-notes are clear in the 
fact that the songs were all written 
by Josh Davis, aka DJ Shadow. All 
vocals and lyrics are handled by an 
array of premier league guests, 
while James Lavelle is only attrib- 
uted as co-producer The suggestion 
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seemed to be that Unkle was merely 
a fofty for Lavelle, a chance for the 
24-year-old to rope in a few heroes 
and indulge himself 

Whether or not this is true is, 

frankly irrelevant The feet is that the 
music behind the packaging is 
largely dul With the exception of 
three tracks, it’s a collection that 
poses as the sound of the future, yet 


harks back to the days of pomp 
rock. There are echoes of Yes, Gen- 
esis, and Emerson. Lake and Pal- 
mer throughout - hardly surprising 
when you consider DJ Shadow's 
own for more enjoyable album 
Endtroducing had occasional lean- 
ings towards Jeff Wayne’s War of the 
Worlds. More significantly, there is 
also a sense that beneath the layers 
of strings, noises and obvious refer- 
ences, there is a funky heart all but 
suffocated. If trip hop came to skin 
hip hop's groove, then tinkle have 
bleached the bones sickly white. 

With this in mind, Sunday's show 
could have been a disaster; an op- 


portunity for Unkle to overblow with 
a live band- of faceless session mus- 
icians and a cosmic light show. 
Thankfully, Lavelle opted for the 
potentially more radical option of em- 
ploying a team of turn tab lists to 
scratch-mix the album on stage. 
Thus, the UK’s scratch champions, 
The Scratch Perverts, flanked 
Lavelle behind the decks as be- 
tween them they turned Psyence Fic- 
tion on its head. 

The cut and flow of the scratch 
style reignited the funk factor in 
tracks like “The Knock" and “Guns 
Blazing", while Ashcroft's “Lonely 
Soul" was delivered from rock hell 


and turned into a turatablist classic. 

Talking to The Independent re- 
cently, DJ Shadow suggested that 
most scratch mix shows display 
little more than "highly evolved 
wrist action". There are, no doubt 
some who will describe this live unit 
simply as Lavelle’s highly evolved 
ego-mania But the fact is that Unfele 
live offers tumtablism at its best not 
overbearingly clever, funky enough 
for the rammed crowd to dance to. 

And Lavelle? Who cares if The 
Scratch Perverts are just the latest 
additions to his collection of talent- 
ed friends. He is, after all known to 
be someone who obsessively collects 



The men from Untie 

“P culture. 
unWe then, are just his latest toy 

Martin Jambs 
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Metal machine music 

Futurism emerged at the turn of the century, flick-knives flashing, from the mean streets of Milan - more of a marketing campaign 
than an artistic movement, and a Fascist one to boot. But how else to sell the romance of the machine? By Stephen Bayley 
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rchaeoiogists can ac- 
curately date any 
civilisation simply by 
looking at its vision of 
_ _ the future. FTew things 

* X JRLare more historically 
specific, more evocative of tempo- 
rary local concerns, than the artis- 
tic expression of our expectations. 
Futurism was Italy's first contribu- 
tion to modern art: an eclectic body 
of painters, pamphleteers, contro- 
versialists and typographers, 
brought together by a journalist 
and prankster of genius called 
Emilio Filippo Tommaso Marinetti. 

At the time Italy was the most 
technically backward of the ad- 
vanced countries. This, of course, en- 
couraged a belief in the infinite 
possibilities of the future. It's a cur- 
iosity of modernism that the most ex- 
treme expressions of the desire for 
progress came not from Paris and 
New York, but from pre-industrial 
centres. The constructivist El Lis- 
sitzky and the Suprematist Kasimir 
Malevich came from the meanest, 
remotest oblasti of imperialist Rus- 
sia. For them, modernism offered a 
clean redemption from the grime of 
serfdom. But Marinetti was not 
from Siberia. He was from Milan (al- 
though the fact that his famous 
"Fliturist Manifesto*' was published 
in Paris, in Le Figaro, says all you 
need to know about contemporary 
Milanese mass media). 

What was Marinetti's Milan like? 
Baedeker in 1899 comforts trav- 
ellers that hotels “of the first class 
have lifts' 7 (a comment eloquent of 
the others) and helpfully adds that 
a fiacre from the central station to 
the Duomo might cost 50 centesimL 
It was the town of white marble and 
veal cutlets. The great Edwardian 
$ gourmet traveller. Colonel Newn- 
ham-Davies, describes the hilarious 
atmosphere of the restaurant Sav- 
ini and says “a fire or a revolution 
could not excite the waiters more 
than their ordinary duties do”. The 
Savini is still there. Bersaglieri of- 
ficers strolled down the Galleria. 
They still do. Just as Marinetti was 
limbering up to denounce fine art 
and advocate racing cars and ma- 
chine-guns in its place, Puccini was 
just finishing La FtmchiMa del West 

Given Marinetti’s distaste for 
gallery art, it is perhaps not sur- 
prising that Futurism's paintings 
are the least impressive of its 
achievements. With their roots in 
symbolism, but giving a nod to con- 
temporary scientific interests in 
speed, the pictures of Giacomo Balia, 
Umberto Bocrioni, Carlo Carra, Gino 
Severini, Luigi Russolo and Ard- 
cngo Soffici are in truth only art his- 
■ eeurical curiosities. Instead, the great 
expression of Futurism was in ty- 
pography and in performance. 

And here is Futurism's signifi- 
cance; it realised the mood of the mo- 
ment, captured and projected it 
“Zang Tumb Tumb” was Marinetti's 
onomatopoeic poem about cannon 
used in the Balkan Wbr of 1912. Lateq 
Marinetti performed an acoustic 
poem about an aerial dogfight in 
which he made all the noises of the 
planes and the guns himself. This 
was before the talkies. 

Marinetti wanted to destroy li- 
braries, although, like Nicholas Ne- 
groponte of MIT’s media lab who had 
to write a book to describe the awe- 
someness of Being Digital, the Fu- 
turists were equally committed to 
the expressive power of print Dur- 
ing the life of FUturism, more than 
300 books and manifestos of one sort 
or another appeared. 

“My revolution,” Marinetti wrote 
ajris aimed at the so-called harmony 
’ of the page, which is contrary to the 
flux and reflux, the leaps and burst 
of style that run through the page. 
On the same page, therefore, we will 
use three or four colours of ink, or 
even 20 different typefaces if nec- 
essary. For example: italics for a se- 
ries of similar or swift sensations, 
boldface for violent onomatopoeias 
and so on.” The concept was styled 
parole-in-liberta, or vvords-in-free- 
dom. If the effect is not always com- 
fortable, then you must remember 
that Marinetti had no interest in 
maintaining the smug and easy 










The future isn’t what it used to be: Bellini's cover for a piece of sheet music, “Marcia della HI Fiera di Levan te'; top right, Tomasso Marinetti 


Hutton Getty 


conventions of the old culture. 

EUturism is rebarbative. It is 
about lust and destruction, not love 
and creation. Music should be re- 
placed by noise. Factor in a strong 
misogynist element, a love of speed 
and car crashes - also an influence 
on Puccini - and you realise there 
are no dichds here. Vbu make notes 
about FUturism and the key words 
are bellicose, perverse, confronta- 
tional. It is fragmented, not cohesive. 
EUturism offers solutions rather 
than asks questions. Does any sin- 
gle utterance better summarise the 
conceit of modernism than Marin- 
etti's remark that a racing car is 
more beautiful than the Nike of 
Samothrace (the classical Greek 
sculpture which stands at the head 
of the stairs in the Louvre)? 

And while I think that Marinetti 


was not half wrong, it must be con- 
ceded that he was a borderline lu- 
natic. He is always stained by links 
with Fascism. Mussolini promised 
Italy an artistic revolution to follow 
the social revolution be was busy or- 
ganising, and Marinetti taught H 
Duce that Fascist art must be quin- 
tessentialfy I talian and should re- 
pudiate the charm and femininity of 
the past When Mussolini writes of 
the “ sp i rit ual eroticism" of Niet- 
zsche, you can’t help thinkin g that 
Marinetti must have helped him mix 
his metaphors. 

FUturism and Fascism shared 
the idea of combative opposition to 
the status quo, wherever it might be 
found, whatever it looked like. Pub- 
lication of the Futurist compilation 
Giierm^igieneMmmdoC^ 
the only world hygiene, 1915; led to 


Marinetti’s (and Mussolini's) ar- 
rest in a Rome street fight And the 
Futurists were present at the launch 
of the Popolo dltaHa, forerunner of 
the Italian Fascist parly. 

But to be fair, there was also pre- 
sent a motley of anarchists, syndi- 
calists, communists, republicans, 
catholics, nationalists and liberals. 
History relates that it was a chaot- 
ic (rather than sinister) gathering. 
No one knew quite what was going 
on, although when some direction 
eventually emerged it seems that the 
Futurists had influenced it Policies 
included returning land to the peas- 
ants, workers’ representation, in- 
congruous votes for women and 
decentralised government 

Marinetti contributed to the first 
Fbsdst riot when, on 15 April 1919, 
he helped sad; the offices of Avan- 


ti!. a socialist newspaper. By way of 
thanks, in 1926 when Mussolini set 
up an Italian academy, Marinetti was 
one of the first elected (along with 
Mascagni, Pirandello and the physi- 
cist Enrico FfermiJ. 

But there is something a little in- 
nocent about all this pre-atrocity pos- 
turing and play-acting. Futurism's 
lasting achievement was to explore 
new media and articulate the ro- 
mance of the machine. Fortunate 
Depero was probably the most au- 
thentic of Futurism’s talents. His 
book Depero Futurista (1927) used 
two industrial bolts te hold it to- 
gether, 40 years before Fontus H ul- 
tra published a metal-bound book to 
celebrate the machine age at New 
York’s Museum of Modern Art 
And what else did FUturism leave 
behind? Marinetti's daftest (and 


therefore most memorable) publi- 
cation was Cucma Futurista (1931) 
(FUturist Cook Book) in which he ad- 
vocated stroking a little velvet while 
sniffing eau-de-cologne. This seems 
to have had very tittle influence on 
Ruthie Rogers and the River Cafe 
crowd, although the epochal scoot- 
er can claim an aesthetic and tech- 
nical inheritance from the ideas 
swimming and flying about the FU- 
turist review Estetica della macch- 
ina. Piaggio's designer, Corradino 
d’Ascanio, who drew the Vespa, was 
a chum of Marinetti's bizarre ac- 
complice, the poet d’Annunzio. And 
who knows? Maybe Marinetti’s 1927 
book Scatole d'Amore in Conserva 
(boxes of love conserved) later in- 
spired Piero Manzoni so famously to 
can his own excrement But all in 
all, FUturist “art” was a blind alley. 


Instead, we can see that what FU- 
turism did was te reassign leader- 
ship in the visual arts from painters 
to designers. Anyone who has ad- 
mired a poster and found fine art 
wanting is in touch with the spirit of 
Marinetti and Fortunate Depero. In 
fact, FUturism was more like a mar- 
keting campaign than an artistic 
movement. Their fascination with 
and exploitation of mass media an- 
ticipated and influenced advertising 
in tiie 20th century. 

Depero (1892-1960) wrote in Nu- 
mero Unico Futurista Campari 
(1931), a book about advertising art: 
“Although I paint freely inspired pic- 
tures every day, my commercial pro- 
ductions are created with an equal 
harmony of style, with the same love, 
with no less enthusiasm and care." 

And then, after a sustained dis- 
charge of disrespectful and anarchic 
energy, FUturism wound down. By the 
mid-Thirties life was not imitating art; 
life had utterly transcended art in >ts 
ability to exalt, astonish and dismay. 
Fbr all his perverse genius Marinet- 
ti could not imagine anything as 
Striking or as solemnly beautiful as, 
say. a Savoia-Marchetti plane, or as 
ravishing as an Alfa-Romeo 8C car. 

Nor could this man, this urbane 
Edwardian journalist and pam- 
phleteer, intimate of bersaglieri of- 
ficers, imagine anything as 
horrifying as the Blitzkrieg - al- 
though he did live to see it If he had 
been on the Polish front witnessing 
the cavalry attempting to stop the 
panzers, you suspect that for all his 
mechanistic bravado Marinetti’s 
true sympathies would have been 
with the riders not the tanks. 

This is what you think when you 
visit “Zang Tumb Tumb" at the Es- 
torick Collection, just a few hundred 
yards from the filthy roar of High- 
bury Corner. It is a superlative lit- 
tle exhibition in an idiosyncratic 
building of hilariously inappropriate 
elegance and charm. An hour here, 
sustained by a panino tricolore and 
a glass of prosecco, is just about the 
most civilised way I can imagine 
spending an hour in north London. 

Marinetti standing in Nl would 
scarcely have believed how his vi- 
sion had been achieved and even 
surpassed. The roar of traffic, the 
throb of a helicopter, the rumble of 
a jumbo. As the Fliturists would 
have said: BI/§ZJ+18. Liberating 
words from their Latin prison was 
quite an achievement, although 
what Fbrtunato Depero would have 
made of Adobe Photoshop we can 
scarcely imagine. As I say, archae- 
ologists can accurately date any 
civilisation simply by looking at its 
vision of the future. 

‘Zang Tumb Tumb, the futurist 
graphic revolution ’ runs until 11 
AprUatTheEstoridcCdl lection, 39a 
Canonbury Square London Nl 2 AN 
(0171-704 95221. WedSaL Ham - 
6pm; Sun, Nocni-5pm. Admission 
£2.50; concessions £1.50 



THE INDEPENDENT COLLECTOR 

JOHN WINDSOR’S GUIDE TO COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY ART. THIS WEEK: DAVID THORPE 


at LEAST one aide made the error 
of describing David Thorpe’s pic- 
tures as ‘paintings" when they 
were shown in Martin Maloney’s 
Die Young Stay Pretty exhibition at 
the ICA, in central London. 

Closer inspection reveals that 
they are collages of coloured art 
paper whose contours are half a 
centimetre deep in places. He cuts 
out shapes with a scalpel - it *9°“ . 
him a day to cut out each tree in his 
big 5ft by 5ft fin After the Rain, 
shown right - then puts them 
under the mattress on the floor 
where he sleeps. After several 

dghts they are well and truly stuck. 


Paintings they are not, but they 
are certainly about painting. Their 
hard-edged segments of fiat colour 
seem to mimic the cool new real- 
ism in painting that has caught. 
Charles Saatchf s eye, and to carry 
it a stage further. Thorpe's greatest 
influence is on the featureless and 
beguiling paintings of fashionable 
women fry the American Alex Katz, 
one of Saatchi’s favourites. 

Two years ago a rudimentary 
two-tone Thorpe collage cost £500. 
Now his prices range from El, 000 
to £3,000. Some of those early col- 
lages, of nocturnal urban architec- 
ture, will be shown in the Saatchi 


Gallery's Neurotic Realism later 
this year - and he is negotiating a 
commission with Saatchi for a 
8ft by 10ft collage. His gallerist, 
Maureen Baley, of Interim Art, 
will be taking After the Ram to 
next month's international Armory 
Show of new art in New York. 

The ICA show was the first of 
Maloney’s to indude Thorpe’s 
work. Maloney was his tutor in art 
theory on his MA fine arts course 
at'Goldsmith’s College. 

Thorpe, 26, began making rural 
scenes when he realised he was 
making landscape. He started look- 
ing at the silhouettes in the highly 


polished landscapes of Claude, 
Friedrich and Fragonard. There is a 
back-to-basics fed about his work. 

If Claude were alive today, would 
he have dwarfed his flat, seemingly 
cut-out trees with electricity pylons 
instead of classical temples? He 
would certainly not have lost the 
romantic blend of sylvan simplicity 
and monumentalism that Thorpe's 
work echoes. Art paper and spray- 
on photo-montage glue would prob- 
ably not have appealed to Claude|s 
17 th-century French taste. In Thor- 
pe’s work, the collage technique - a 
craft skill - underlines the humility 
of his vision. 


There are few people in Thor- 
pe's collages (and no nymphs or 
shepherds). But there is a 
sense of narrative - a bit like 
Raymond Carver's novels, he 
says, in which nothing much 
happens but you sense that a 
lot is going on. 

Thorpe’s three-room flat in south 
London is a bit like that The fine 
spray of glue settles everywhere, 
trapping dust and small objects in a 
glutinous immobility. Several flat- 
mates have quit rather than get 
trapped in it 

Interim Art 01 71-254 9607 
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VIRGIN RADIO: THE PEAKING OF THE GINGER EFFECT 



July-Aug-September 1997 
3.2m listeners a week 

Richard Branson announces his 
intention to sell the Virgin radio station 
to Capital Radio 


Oct-Nov-Dec 1997 
3.9m listeners a week 

Chris Evans joins on October 1 3 and 
then buys station out from under 
Capital's nose on December 9 


Jan-Feb-March 1998 
4.2m listeners a week 

Evans's dose relationship with Liz 
Murdoch pays off and BSkyB sponsors 
his breakfast show For E3m 


ApriMVlay-June 1998 
4.2m listeners a week 

Paul Gascoigne's night out with Chris 
Evans leads to “yoboocracy" headlines 
and Gascoigne's exclusion from the 
England World Cup squad 


Jul-Aug-September 1998 
33m listeners a week 

| Jonathan Ross, who stood in For Evans 
1 while he was on holiday, gets the 
1 blame For the drop 


Oct-Nov-Dec 1998 
3.9m listeners a week (forecast) 
Zoe Ball and Kevin Greening’s 
breakfast show believed to be growing 
as Evans's show slips 


Snap, crackle, pop go the ratings 

Time was when all Chris Evans had to do to attract listeners was turn up. But is he now losing his appeal? By Paul McCann 


T he “Ginger effect" at 
Virgin Radio may have 
peaked. Newspapers 
are already forecast- 
ing that ratings for 
Chris Evans's station 
will slip for the second successive 
quarter when the audience research 
for October. November and De- 
cember is published on 4 Februaiy. 

So what is happening at Virgin 
Radio and what will it mean for the 
career of Britain's most hyped 
broadcaster? Since Evans joined in 
autumn 1997. (and bought it two 
months la ten. the station's audience 
jumped up and has since fallen 
slowly back down. In three-month in- 
crements. the station's audience 
went from 3J2m. then to 3.9m, and to 
4J2m. By June last year it had 
peaked at 4,244.000, then in October 
slipped to 3.91 - the figure that 
prompted the headlines. 

Next month, it seems, the station 
will record another drop. Private 
tracking by rival stations indicates 
that the station should see a small 
increase in London but may lose an- 
other 130,000 listeners in total across 
the country. Evans's breakfast show 
itself lost 336,000 listeners in the au- 
tumn, and unofficial research sug- 
gests the fall is set to continue, if at 
a slower pace. 

Adding to the suspicion that all is 
not well with Virgin's ratings is the 
appearance of Evans oo a Virgin 
sports round-up show on Saturday 
afternoons. The man who left the 
BBC because be was too tired to do 
Radio l's Breakfast Show five days 
a week and TFI Friday on Channel 
4 every Friday, is now working even 
harder at his own station. 


“The station is very much Evans 
driven,’' says Cathy Lowe, head of 
radio at the media-buying agency 
New PHD. “There is not a lot of au- 
dience outside of the breakfast show, 
which should be a concern to them. 
Capital may need Chris Tarrant, but 
they do have some other winners like 
Dr Fox and Steve Penk.” 

Evans brought in Ray Cokes 
from cable channel MTV to do an 
early evening slot but Virgin admits 
the programme didn’t work and he 
left the station. 

Jonathan Ross has done well out 
of Evans's tenure. He started off cov- 
ering the breakfast show while 
Evans was on holiday in the summer 
and was then given his own Sunday 
show. Now he has a permanent 
contract to cover for Evans. 

John Pearson, the managing di- 
rector ofVirgin, has a different out- 
look on the figures: “After the initial 
Chris factor, we are now trading as 
any other radio station would - 
where every listener is hard fought 
for. Over a three-year business plan, 
you expect some quarters to be bet- 
ter than others. Remember Chris Is 
still 40 per cent up year on year." 

The ratings fall should not be a 
surprise. Evans was always por- 
trayed as the saviour of Radio L but 
in fact before he left his breakfast 
show had already peaked. When 
Evans took over the show on Radio 
1, he took an audience of 6.1m and 
turned it into 7.36m in a yean unar- 
guabty a startling success. But just 
before he left, his ratings bad fallen 
back again to 6.9m - a fact that was 
missed when everyone was con- 
centrating on the ratings haemor- 
rhage of his breakfast show 



Chris Evans and his breakfast show team in happier times 


Northward 


from venture capital company Apax 
Partners, which owns 20 per cent of 
the company. More money was bor- 
rowed from the French bank 
Paribas. To raise the money for 
Branson, Evans effectively mort- 
gaged his rights to TFI Friday and 
much of his future. 

Apax was set up to bring Ameri- 
can -style venture capital to the UK 
Its style is to take risks that UK ven- 
ture capital firms won't take, and it 
has been involved with Virgin since 
Branson launched it But in return 
for taking bigger risks, Apax plays 
a very tough game. In the past, even 
very outwardly successful compa- 
nies. such as the Covent Garden 
Soup Company which have not ful- 
filled the Apax business plan, have 
been taken oven Apax will have no 
hesitation in taking over control of 
Ginger to get its value back. 

indeed some observers believe 
that Ginger moved from its original 
offices and crammed everyone into 
Virgin Radio in Soho after six 
months because of an order from the 
Anax boss. Alan FatricoE, to cut 


replacements Marie iRadcliffe) and 
Lard (Mark Riley). 

But the real importance of ratings 
now is not on Evans's ego, but on ad- 
vertising revenue. And here the 
“Ginger effect" is yet to slip. In the 
12 months to October, the first hill 
year of Evans’s time there, Virgin 
Radio took £27,836,000 in advertising, 
an increase of £6.8ra or 33 per cent 
on the previous year. Given that the 
amount of money going into com- 
mercial radio over the same period 
increased by 18 per cent, it means 
Virgin's income is increasing al- 
most twice as East as the market 


Because Virgin's increase in ad- 
vertising revenue has increased 
faster then the increase in listeners, 
advertising agencies must be pay- 
ing a premium for the station - that 
is the Ginger effect Because of the 
publicity Evans generates and the 
perception that his fans avidly listen 
to the station, and therefore its ad- 
verts. its well-run sales team has 
been able to get good prices from 
agencies. Although revenue figures 
are not yet available from when the 
station's ratings started to fall, 
media buyers haven’t yet softened 
the price ofVirgin airtime. They are 


waiting to see if new audience fig- 
ures show the trend continuing. 

A climate of slipping ratings 
shows just how big a gamble Chris 
Evans was taking when he decided 
to put together a bid for Virgin. 

Evans and the Ginger manage- 
ment own 60 per cent of the com- 
pany. But in a complicated deal, what 
was bought in December 1997 was 
actually a new creation called Gin- 
ger Media Group. Richard Branson, 
who was planning to sell his station 
to Capital, swapped Virgin for 20 per 
cent of this new company and 
around £16m. The money came 


costs. Yet Ginger announced profits 
at Virgin ofilO^m in October, which 
seemed an amazing turnaround for 
a station which is believed to have 
cost Richard Branson over £l0m 
since he started it 

The profits come from the “Gin- 
gered” advertising revenue and a 
£3m deal with BSkyB for the satel- 
lite broadcaster to sponsor the 
breakfast show and for Ginger Tele- 
vision to come up with programme 
ideas for Sky One. 

That Sky deal included simul- 
casting the Evans breakfast show on 
Sky each morning. That show has 


not been a success. Sky's ratings for 
the show are so low as to be un- 
measurable, and on air Evans him- 
self can be heard disparaging the 
small number of viewers. 

Other Ginger Television ventures 
have only been slightly more suc- 
cessful The two showings of TFI 
Friday get 2.8m viewers together in 
slots that Channel 4 should expect 
to get nearer 5m. TFI has the ad- 
vantage of keeping Evans and 
Ginger’s talents at Channel 4 - but 
a university pub-quiz show for BBC 
2 starring Ginger producer Will 
MacDonald has yet to be recom- 
missioned as a series, and the golf- 
ing show for C hann el 4 hosted by 
Evans managed less than spectac- 
ular ratings. 

Ginger Television lost its chief ex- 
ecutive, Michael Fbster. in an acri- 
monious fall-out last autumn, and 
last week announced that Eileen 
Gallagher, the former managing di- 
rector of London Weekend Televi- 
sion, would be taking over the 
television division. 

If Virgin’s ratings continue to foil 

- and impact on advertising revenue 

- then the other parts of Ginger have 
to do better at making programmes 
which seiL 

It will not be make or break for 
Chris Evans’s future as a media ty- ^ 
coon, but 4 Februaiy will provide an- 
other sign that a whole business 
cannot be based on one man's 
broadcasting talents. 

“There is not a crisis at Ginger,” 
says one radio industry financier. 
“But the size of the gamble seems 
to have gotten bigger. Chris E vans 
will either make £i00m from all 
this or he will go bust” 


NME faces the music 

Glossy magazines and the decline of Britpop has led to a fall in sales fo r the NME . 
This month it will discover if a redesign has stopped the rot. By Paul McCann 


THE LAST word on music journalism 
was Frank Zappa's. It was he who 
said “People who cannot write, 
talking to people with nothing to say 
for people who cannot read” 

Another truism is that the music 
press is always in crisis. In the next 
few weeks the latest sales figures for 
1VME will be released They wifi shew 
whether a radical redesign, com- 
pleted this month, has saved 
Britain's most venerable music 
newspaper. If not, rock journalism 
is set to disappear forever into 
glossy magazines. 

The last crisis to strike was dance 
music. The faceless creators of 
house and techno tunes hardly lent 
themselves to long features and 
personality journalism. Instead, they 
spent their time in their bedrooms 
and let DJs become the celebrities 
of the scene. DJs are, in the main, 
businessmen who are Lear-jetted 
around the country making thou- 
sands a night playing chibs. They 
rarely throw things out of hotel bed- 
rooms and give paranoid interviews 
while on drugs. 

Fbr some titles, like Q and Mojo , 
there was a living to be made 
throughout the dance music explo- 
sion by targeting older readers. 
These were the guitar-band fens who 
found themselves back in the music 
market because they wanted to re- 
place their albums with CDs. 

Then came Britpop. Oasis. Pulp 
and Blur should have been like 
manna from heaven to the NMEs 
and Selects of this world - because 



Oasis brought readers to ‘NME’, but now the B*witched tendency is hurting sales 


here were rock stars again. NME in- 
creased its sales eight arculation pe- 
riods in a row. Britpop probably 
came too late for Melody Maker, 
which is now selling 41,000 copies. 
This is less than The Spectator and 
down from over a quarter of a mil- 
lion in the Seventies. However, the 
glossy end of the music market and 
the general lifestyle magazines, like 
Loaded and FHM. did even better 
out of the Britpop explosion. 

EPC, the owner of NME, decided 
last year that it needed a revamp. 
After years as an inly newspaper 
NME turned itself into a modern, re- 
view-section-type magazine last 
yean Unfortunately the magazine's 
sales slide continued. U was selling 
100,000 before its redesign and is now 
setting 92,000. In the next few weeks. 


the six-month sales figures for July 
to December last year will be avail- 
able; music fens and LPC alike will 
be watching with interest 
The problem NME has hit this 
time is an upsurge in pop - which 
stands for everything the maga- 
zine has always hated. Where once 
Oasis and Blur dominated, now it is 
the turn of Bewitched and Steps. 

“It is machine-manufactured 
music for machines to listen to,” says 
Steve Sutherland the editor of NME. 
“These are lean times for music 
m agazi n es and pop is not an area we 

can write about” 

NME is now trying to actively 
kick-start the next phase of musical 
fashion through marketing. Rather 
than a conventional awards cere- 
mony it has a documentary about its 


readers’ poll winners going on Chan- 
nel 4 on 27 January and has just 
kicked off a 20-date tour of the kind 
of unknown bands it specialises in. 

Yet ironically the doyenne of the 
pop magazine market is not doing 
well either Smash Hits has recent- 
ly appointed a new editor to stem 
years of decline as its teeny-bop 
readers have drifted into the general 
lifestyle magazines that serve them 
- titles like Sugar and It's Bliss. 

“Almost every year I read a 
demise of the music paper article," 
says Steve Sutherland. “But it’s a 
cycle. We will continue to find the 
bands that will be big. We will pro- 
mote and encourage them. And at 
some point, we will kick off a whole 
movement the way we did with Brit- 
pop. And we will grow again." 


THE WORD ON THE STREET 


EAGERLY AWAITED is the 
forthcoming story of Live TV by 
Chris Horrie, the man who 
wrote Stick it Up Your Punter. 
the story of The Sun. The book 
is being kept under wraps until 
the Mail on Sunday 
serialisation, fearing an 
injunction from Kelvin 
MacKenzie, one-time boss of 
Live TV MacKenzie is aghast at 
this suggestion: “After what 
Horrie wrote about me In 
Punter, I’ve hardly got a 
reputation to protect,” he says. 
MacKenzie is mostly upset that 
Horrie will make money from 
writing about his career. “I 
reckon he's made about £50,000 
a year from me.” Not 
surprisingly MacKenzie did not 
co-operate with the book - 
although he did agree to be 
interviewed if Horrie paid him 
£100.000. Horrie retorted that 
for that kind of money he could 
get someone decent - such as 
Sam Chisholm. The only time 
Home managed to get Kelvin's 
attention was when he wrote to 
him in Norwegian in honour of 
the channel's weather girl 


LAST THURSDAY the Daily 
Mail decided things were 
looking grim again for 
President Clinton. Under the 
headline “Could this boy bring 
down the President?” the Mail 
ran a picture of Danny 
Williams, the son of a prostitute 
allegedly fathered by Clinton. 
On Friday the Mail declared 
there was an “uncanny 
likeness" between Clinton and 



the boy. According to the MaU. 
people used to look at Danny in 
Arkansas shops and say: “That 
must be Bill Clinton’s boy." Well 
as we now know, they were 
wrong. The DNA tests cleared 
Clinton, and yesterday a 
downbeat MaU reported a 
White House spokesman saying 
that if Danny looks like the 
President, “I’m a space alien”. 


IT WAS good to see ITN-in 
their coverage of the 
forthcoming royal wedding - go 
for a long period to the OK! 
picture editor, who said how 
wonderful Sophie was and what 
a great asset for the royals. And 
they ought to know, because the 
PR company that Sophie works 
for has OK! as a client 


CHARLIE WHELAN has not 
stopped spinning, whatever his 
present job situation. He was 
still telling journalists last week 
that Gordon Brown will be the 


next prime minister of Britain, 
and more important, that he 
would be that prime minister’s 
press spokesman. One doubts 
that AJastair Campbell ever 
dreams of a job in a Brown 
administration, but all too easy 
to i m agi n e Whelan dreaming of 
the day he asks Campbell to 
dear his desk. 


BBC l CONTROLLER Peter 
Salmon has been making 
excuses for his channel’s fell in 
ratings on Christmas Day, 
compare*! with last year. Turns 
out we are all getting so many 
videos under the tree on 
Christmas morning - an d 
watching them straightaway - 
that it affects conventional 
television ratings. The main 
cuiprit this year was Titanic - 
Salmon estimates that 3.5m 
copies of the video appeared in 
stockings this year 

Perhaps the BBC thinks that 
there should be a new rule - 
you can only watch your 
Christmas videos When there is 
another repeat on the telly. 



the NATIONAL Magazine 
Company boss, Terry 
Mansfield, famously blows a 
gasket when any of his editors 

gets poached. He recently 

attacked Emap for ste aling 

r^fJ5 ClDtosh frora Company 
be ^ t 0 ^l EHe ' rumour 
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Police corruption, child abuse, war orphans - no subject is too gritty for documentary film-maker David Hart. By Rhys Williams 


I guess that’s 
why they call 
it the Blues 





' V 



hen David 
Hart's produc- 
tion company. 
Hart Ryan, 
w w began work on 

w * a documentary 

- ■, IW about the Merseyside police five 
years ago, John Major was still 
‘ Prime Minister, the party he led 
still had a working majority in 
the Commons and the team he 
supported - Chelsea - had about as 
much chance of winning the 
league as Iceland had of reaching 
the beach volleyball finals at the At- 
lanta Olympics. 

Since then, the world has spun 
more than 1.800 times. Chelsea lead 
the Premiership, Labour is in power; 
and although Iceland remain a mar- 
ginal force in beach volleyball Hart 
Ryan has finally finished the film 
about the police. The results will be 
seen tomorrow night when BBC 2 
screens the first in the five-part se- 
ries. Mersey Blues. 

OK, so there were certain exten- 
uating circumstances, like the arrest 
and prosecution for corruption of one 
of the featured detectives. That de- 
layed the film by a couple of years, 
but that still makes a total of three 
in the making. Such a protracted ap- 
proach to the productive process is 
rare to the point of anachronistic in 
quick-fix, while-you-wait Britain. It 
; ; not necessarily an operating stan- 

y.&y tiard at Hart Ryan, but nor Is it 
" ■ •£: feared or frowned upon by Hart “We 
make programmes that we stick by 
when others would have long given 
up,” he says. 

Orphans qfWar, a feature-length 
documentary screened on Channel 
4 last year; took a year and a half to 
make, while the company has spent 
as much time cm a Cutting Edge film 
scheduled for broadcast this year 
which is still unfinished. Called The 
Accused, it follows a couple ac- 
cused of child-abuse who are effec- 
tively gagged from protesting then- 
innocence by the legal requirement 
to protect the child’s identity. 

Still, the patience seems to be pay- 
ing off. Hart Ryan has been short- 
listed as best independent 
production company in this week's 
Broadcast Production Awards, while 
Orphans of War is nominated fer 
'jfet single documentary (a prize it 
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is widely expected to take). Its debut 
docu-soap, the eight-part prime- 
time Lakesiders, was well received 
last year and has helped company 
turnover nudge 12m. Around 35 
people are currently working on two 
series for Channel 4 and two Cutting 
Edge films, while a commissioning 
editor at the network has just told 
them that Hart Ryan is their biggest 
supplier of documentaries. 

It did not look this bright in April 
1992 when, on his 50th birthday, 
Granada made Hart redundant after 
20 years with the company. With the 
half century up, he admits feeling 
briefly that this was it, the end of his 
film-making career; and that maybe 
he just should take the pension. 


‘I've worked for TV 
companies where, at 
the first sign of 
trouble , everybody 
runs. You think twice 
about what you know 
to be the truth ’ 


“But I was pretty confident in the 
quality of my learning curve,” he 
says. “I had been to film school, cov- 
ered the Six Day War, I had been in 
Biafra and stood at Martin Luther 
King’s lying in state." 

And then there was the urging 
and support of his former Granada 
colleagues; Michael Ryan, who sug- 
gested they work together and, 
most significantly, Claudia Milne, 
who by then was at 20/20. During a 
yachting holiday that summer, she 
persuaded the pair to make a Cut- 
ting Edge film about maltreatment 
at Broadmoor. 

The Cutting Edge team at Chan- 
nel 4 suggested they make some 
more. The result was Navy Blues, 
a two-parter about the Navy's Spe- 
cial Investigation Branch thatdrew 
in seven million viewers, then the 
highest audience for a Channel 4 
documentary. More significantly, it 
drew public attention to the perse- 


cution of homosexuals in the ser- 
vices and helped ensure the issue 
reached the floor of the Commons. 

Hart Ryan followed up with Shops 
and Robbers, a landmark film that 
pulled in 10 million and beat ITV and 
BBC in the ratings. The back room 
in Hart's Tboting home was no 
longer large enough to house the 
company’s rapidly expanding work- 
load and ambition. There was the in- 
tensely controversial two-part film 
Traitor King, which exposed Ed- 
ward vm’s far-right sympathies, and 
The Care Connection from the Dis- 
patches strand, which revealed that 
children in care were being re- 
cruited as prostitutes. 

“Leaving Granada was the best 
thing that ever happened to me, 
although I didn't think it at the 
time,” Hart says. “It re-energised 
me. At 50, if I'd have stayed. I'd have 
been making the odd film and look- 
ing forward to retirement Whereas 
now...” But he is saddened by what 
his and other colleagues' depar- 
ture has come to signify. “The old 
Granada of Sidney Bernstein and 
David Plowright wasaplace you felt 
safe. If you had a story and you be- 
lieved in it, they would back you. 

“Wfe were savaged over the tea 
programmes [which revealed the 
dreadful conditions in which Sri 
Lankan tea pickers worked] be- 
cause we attacked Brooke Bond and 
the Co-op. We were summoned to 
Sidney Bernstein's office and I 
thought we were going to get a bol- 
locking. In feet they said 'let's get 
the bastards'. I’ve worked for TV 
companies where, at the first sign 
of trouble, everybody starts running 
You don’t get any support and you 
think twice about what you know to 
be the truth. 

“Current affairs and factual out- 
put has changed fora number of rea- 
sons, a lot of it to do with money In 
the Seventies, they put resources 
into samethingknowingtiiataftergx 
months nothing might happen and 
we’d have to junk it The whole ques- 
tion of risk has been taken out of tele- 
vision. Risk-taking is financially 
unacceptable, so the quality of tele- 
vision has declined as a result 

"The movement within TV not 
just Granada and ITV is towards a 
position where the first thing anyone 



Film-making by David Hart, above, has 'a real documentary function and a popular touch'. Relow left, his latest offering, 
'Mersey Blues'; below right, the highly acclaimed 'Orphans of War', up for a Broadcast Production Award Philip Meech. BBC 



is interested in is what sort of 
audience is it going to get British 
television is a lot worse off for that” 
Alan Hayling, the editor of docu- 
mentaries at Channel 4, says: 
“David's strength is film-making 
which has a real documentary func- 
tion. He makes social documen- 
taries that are different, but he has 
a popular touch. That is a tremen- 
dous skill. Traitor King was at- 
tacked by historians but no one has 
been able to feult its research. It 
made a rea% important rontribution 
to the understanding to what Ed- 
ward did at the beginning of the war” 
Hayling believes Hart’s other 
great strength is his willingness to 
support young programme-makers, 
“to give them a break and some 


kind of training”. Sam Kingsley was 
a press officer at Channel 4 with no 
film - making experience before she 
helped produce and direct Orphans 
of War. The film follows the photo- 
journalist Nick Danziger as he at- 
tempts to raise three Afghan 
children adopted from a Kabul or- 
phanage. It is a moving story open 
to all sorts of sentimentality but 
the understated film keeps pathos 
in check and lets the characters 
lead the narrative. “It's a tremen- 
dous fihn,” says Hayling, “which rais- 
es all sorts of interesting questions 
about refugees, the war in 
Afghanistan, adoption and bow Nick 
is dealing with it.” 

Jenny Crowther was once a sec- 
retary at Channel 4. Fbur years 


ago, she produced The Care Con- 
nection for Hart Ryan, and now she 
has directed Mersey Blues. It is an 
observational series with extraor- 
dinary access to the Merseyside Po- 
Kce, owing less to the new vogue for 
docu-soap than to the traditional, 
issue-led documentary-making that 
Hart practised at Granada - the 
issue in this case being the unequal 
struggle between Liverpool's drug 
barons and its chronically under- 
funded police force. 

It follows officers on drugs and 
firearms raids, portrays success 
as well as failure, and tracks a mur- 
der investigation. The recurring 
theme is austerity, from the bleak 
backdrop of the. city to detectives 
willing to work overtime for nothing 


(or “for the queen”, as it's known). 
It features CCTV footage of doormen 
being shot at a Liverpool night dub 
and, something of a break for the 
programme team, the arrest for 
corruption of one of the detectives 
in the series, Elmore Davies. Last 
year he was found guilty and sen- 
tenced to five years in prison. 

“I don’t think that [his arrest 
and conviction] was luck, because I 
think it’s very sad." says Hart “He 
was very helpful to us. I never be- 
lieved for one moment he was ca- 
pable of the acts he was convicted 
for. I was astounded when it hap- 
pened and, if given the choice be- 
tween a scoop and him not being 
guilty then it's the latter; because it's 
a life that's been ruined" 




What’s a girl like you doing 
on a magazine like this? 



The woman once voted ‘most Kkely to run 
a brothel’ is cracking the editorial whip at 
the Erotic Review. By Paul McCann 







SEVENOAKS OBVIOUSLY doesn't 

produce marry women quite like 
: ^owan Pelting. Despite her cut- 
•• glass Home Counties accent and her 
• education at a school for the daugh- 
1 ters of missionaries, she has made 
• : it on to the hoardings of the 
Seaenoaks Chronicle. “Mother De- 
fends Daughter’s Erotic Review" 
promised newsagents last yean giv- 
; ing hope to deepest Tbry Kent that 
j there was to be some salacious 
> stage show in their midst 

In fact Rowan Pelting, the daugh- 
i tec is the 31-year-old editor of the 
: Erotic Review - the literary maga- 
zine with a bent towards sex. Just 
| 12 months ago the Erotic Review 
was a quarterly four-page newslet- 

j ter for the Erotk Print Sodefy-pur- 

, veyors of old-fashioned filth to a 


1 


select mailing list. 

Then Ms Pefling took over and the 
Review became glossy, attracting 

writers such as Auberon^ugh. She 

made the magazine a bi-monthly 
which by last Christmas was selling 
30,000 copies an issue. Now this 
month it has become a monthly and 
the magazine distribution company 
Comag promises to get it into ever 
more newsagents and book shops. 

When Ms Pelting is asked what a 
yre girl like her is doing editing a 
nragazine about sex in Soho, 
Seven oaks would be proud of her 
reply: “I just thought there was 
something about the -idea that was 
really jolly and British,'* she says. 
And she admits to being slightly pre- 
disposed to the job: "At school we 
used to do these round robin stones 
where you wrote a line each, and I 

was very good at the sex and Shop- 


ping style. I also have a vague mem- 
ory of being voted the girl most likely 
to run a brothel Fm sure I wouldn’t 
have been asked to do it if it was 
thought I would blanch at the idea.” 

Ms Palling started as PR man- 
ager at the Erotic Print Society, but 
was soon taking the newsletter fur- 
ther than before. She approached 
Auberon Waugh to ask him to write. 
Then, deciding she had a qualify 
magazine on her hands, she phoned 
Waterstone’s to see whether they 
would stock it. In a stroke of genius 
she offered to let them keep the prof- 
its from the copies they sold. 

Since then other writers have 
come aboard, with The Independ- 
ent’s David AaronavHch appearing 
in the next issue. Writers as diverse 
as the design guru Stephen Bayley 
Tbby Young, Naim Attallah, Michael 
Bywateg Peter StrmgfeQow and the 
former Catholic Herald editor 
Christine Odone have written for it 

Ms FeDing (foals with the question 
of whether her magazine is pom in 
a disarmingly frank way: “No. Pbrn 
is mechanistic. People buy it for a 
specific reason. No one buys the 
Recfeto to masturbate with.” 
Indeed there may be the odd arous- 
ing tale, but most of the Review is 
just good writing. 

“We thought we would say no to 
certain kinds of subject matter; but 
then in the Christinas issue we ran 
a piece about a mother and son by 
Simon Raven. It worked on many dif- 
ferent levels - it was Ortonesque 
black humour from a deep vein of 
bad taste. But was fimriy enough ami 
good enough to get away with it” 

There is a sense that what reaQy 



Rowan Felling: *the odd arousing tale’ Neville Elder 


distinguishes the Erotic Review 
from pom is class, but whether it is 
classy writing or social class is 
probably a moot point There is a 
patina of poshness on the whole 
enterprise. Much has been written 
abouthow many retired colonels and 
vicars subscribe - and it certainly 
does best when advertised in The 
Dady Telegraph. 

And Ms Felling’s firstjob after Ox- 
ford was with the original in-house 
public school magazine, Private 
Eye. The Erotic Print Society itself 


was the idea of two posh art dealers 
- Jamie Maclean, son of Sir Fitzroy 
Maclean, and Tim Hobart 
The Erotic Review fits into that 
network of writers and chums which 
produces magazines on a shoe- 
string - Pelling is the only full-time 
member of staff and sometimes 
works through the night to meet 
deadlines. It is much more like the 
Eye, The Oldie and the Modem and 
Literary Reviews than anything 
that might realfy upset her mum and 
the SevenoaJcs Chronicle. 


Can the top US business daily cut it in Europe? By Danus Sanai 

Wall Street shuffle 


IT WAS one of the most compre- 
hensive savagings to appear in 
Vtauty Fair. Karen Effiott House, foe 
president of Dow Jones Interna- 
tional and also the wife of the cor- 
poration’s chief executive, Peter 
Kann, was portrayed by the inves- 
tigative journalist Robert Sam 
Anson as a “ferocious” and pushy 
striver who trod on feDow executives 
on her swift rise to the top. 

Many thought Ms House was fin- 
ished. At the time, in August 1997, 
Dow Jones, the parent company of 
The Wall Street Journal, was suf- 
fering, laden with an expensive new 
financial-services acquisition. Tel- 
erate, and its share price was lag- 
ging. Members of the Bancroft 
family, the East Coast wasps who 
own the company, were openly ex- 
pressing their dissatisfaction with 
Mr Kann and the whole board. 

But today, as The Wad Street 
Journal celebrates its 110th birthday 
the gravel-voiced Texan lady is still 
there. Iterate has been sold off The 
share price has started to ralfy. And 
The Wall Street Journal Europe 
posted a record sales figure of 68,000 
and its first eve - profit last year. 

“With the single currency, The 
Journal’s American roots are an 
asset," Ms House asserts in her 
husky drawl “People need a publi- 
cation that has a ^obal perfective. 
They need to know what’s happen- 
ing across borders." 

Ms House has a tough adversary 
in Maqorie Scardino, who is at the 
helm of Pearson, which owns the 
Financial Times. Two tough Amer- 
ican women and two giant business 
dailies are battling it for the Euro- 
pean market But The WSJ Europe, 
founded in 1983 and edited in Brus- 
sels, is still underperforming. Its 
Continental sales are 55,000, com- 
pared with 103,000 and rising for the 
FT: in the key market of Germany 
it is outsold almost two to one (2L500 
as against 12,000). In Britain, there’s 
no contest, with the FT’S 179,000 sale 
dwarfing The JoumaTs 13,000. 


nu muisnammsmmm 



However; The WSJ Europe's 
editor, Frederick Kempe, is in bull- 
ish mood. “History plays into our 
hands now,” he says. He believes 
that the euro and globalisation mean 
a newspaper with an American 
culture can explain developments 
better than any other. 

But why .should Europeans start 
buying The Journal when there is a 
plethora of home-grown financial 
publications - especially when, with 
its lack of photographs and colour; 
it looks dowify? 

However the paper regularly car- 
ries original and offbeat, stories, not 
all business-related, that are fol- 
lowed up try the British press. Its phi- 
losophy, carried over from its 
American sister; of absorbing facts 
and presenting forward-thinking 
analyses inside its news stories 
makes it stand alone among Euro- 
pean newspapers. 

“The Journal is in many ways the 
most European paper of all" says 
Jonathan Millei; the former man- 
aging business editor of The Euro- 
pean. “The problem with the rest of 
the European business press, 
induing the FT, is one of not think- 
ing with a Continental perspective." 

Curiously, the main obstacle fac- 


ing the Continental expansion of the 
world’s biggest business newspaper 
may be doubts about its own busi- 
ness strategy. Dow Jones officials 
won't confirm whether a large pro- 
motional budget will be assigned, de- 
spite a $200m investment in its 
American sibling. A senior editor on 
a rival Continental paper com- 
mented: “The more narrow-minded 
will always see it as an extension of 
US business imperialism. It'll take 
a lot of promotion to change that” 
Mr Kempe agrees that there is a 
problem with perception. “It’s a 
gross misperception that we’re writ- 
ing for American expatriates. That 
needs to be changed." 

However; it is a perception rein- 
forced by criticisms that the paper 
is reluctant to promote non-Ameri- 
cans and that its coverage of the rest 
of the world can still look like it was 
written by and for Americans. And, 
with an average year-on-year in- 
crease of fewer than 2,000 readers, 
the real question is: can The WSJ win 
over the European business com- 
munity? The problem is whether a 
good product priced at £L25 a day 
and perceived as quin lessen dally 
foreign is enough to stop the FT - 
the market leader -gaining a stran- 
glehold on the market The WSTs ed- 
itors claim is theirs for the taking. 

On Wall Street, the historical cri- 
tique of Dow Jones has been that, 
as a company run by journalists 
[both Ms House and chief executive 
Mr Kann are Pulitzer Prize winners) 
it lacks the business edge of rivals, 
such as Pearson. And, as a source 
dose to the Bancroft family said: 
“The product isn't the problem.” 

But with US sales strong tat 1.8 
million) and the paper’s interactive, 
subscription-only website widely 
reganied as the most successful of 
its Mod, insiders say that the Ban- 
crofts are happy to hold their peace 
for now. Ms House appears to have 
quieted her critics, for the moment 
at least, and the Battle of Euroland 
promises to be a long one. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


MEDIA, MARKETING, SALES 


TUESDAY REVIEW 

Independent, 12 January Iggg 


FftX: 0171 293 2505 


Graduate with commercial experience and outstanding organisational skills? 

PROMOTE YOUR PR PROSPECTS 
WITH A MARKET LEADER 

from £15,500 + car + benefits 


Medical Sickness is a highly successful and rapidly- 
growing company. VWs’re part of the Vlfesleyan 
financial Services Group and are market leaders 
in providing specialist advice on a wide range 
of financial products to the medical and 
dental professions. 

We have spectacular potential and our small, 
dynamic PR team is looking for two young 
and ambitious graduates. As a Public Relations 
Representative, you’ll play a key role in our 
on-going expansion by increasing awareness 
of both our name and our products. 

This Is a demanding yet highly rewarding career 
development opportunity where you’ll gain 
exposure to a variety of initiatives. Working 
from home with responsibility for managing 
all promotional events at medical and dental 
colleges and associations, you’ll be organising 
seminars, making presentations and creating selling 
opportunities for our Financial Advisers with both 
under-graduate students and qualified doctors and 
dentists. One position will span Leeds. Sheffield 
and Newcastle and the other will cover the premier 
London teaching hospitals and South East England. 


If you’ve had any relevant PR/promotions/events 
management experience, so much the better. 

But as we provide first-class training, what is 
more important is your strong organisation skills, 
initiative, energy, enthusiasm and. of course, 
a confident and personable presentation style. 

If you have at least a year's commercial experience 
and are looking to develop your promotional PR 
talents, this is a superb opportunity with a growing 
group where salaries rise rapidly to reflect your 
progress. Please send your cv. by 1 February, to 
Gill Smith, Medical Sickness. 

Colmore Circus, Birmingham B4 6AR. 

www.medical-sickness.co.uk 


[{/ Medical Sickness Socie ty 

mlfaO SPECIALIST FINANCIAL ADVICE SINCE 


THE UK’S FASTEST GROWING PR AGENCY 

Eulogy! a West End PR agency specialising in the 
marketing sen/ices sector, seeks a 

• SENIOR / ACCOUNT MANAGER 

and 

• SENIOR / ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

(For one of the above positions, we will ideally be seeking a 
candidate with an understanding of financial/City PR) 

AH candidates must have demonstrable PR and marketing nous, 
exceptional communication skills and proven experience in media 
relations with good journalist contacts in business and national press. 
Good sense cf humour and fun also essential. 


Send CVs to: Tom Robinson, Eulogy! | 
The Meal’s Building, 22 Torrington Place. I 

London WC1E7HL 1 

Fax: 0171 927 999B, E-mail: pr@eutogy.co.uk 




World Society for the Protection of Animals 


Field Officer - Asia 


French Industrial Group, specialising in the design and 
PRODUCTION OF HIGH-QUALITY FURNITURE, IS STRENGTHENING 
HtTERNXnOHAL STRUCTURE AND IS ROW LOOKING 

to recrutt ros ns London based subsidiary a : 


(IHO.BWMC BOWK) 
PLUS COMPAMT CAR 


■ Of 3D yean of age. with advanced sales training skills and a 
good understanding of tbe frendt language, yon vrill need 
tn have significant experience in die field of intemanonal safes. 
Working within a European team, yon mil be responsible for 
the rfevefopffient and application of the safes policy within England. 
Short-term. yon wfflbe responsible for the development and 
nanagement of our subsidiary within the USA . 

For more information, please send your C?, together 
with a tad-written tetter and a photograph, quoting 
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* Intensive 15 & 24 
week Diplomas 

* international 1 year 
Diploma 

* Computer ttamtng 

* Superb facilities 

* Exciting Jobs 


e 01483 564885 




•2 reference #5488 to EUROMESSAGES - 

» i.j i i- n lit iii fMiinnrU' 


78. hid de la Repubfique - 92514 BOULOGNE cedex - 
FWWCE. or fex ytmr application on 00 33 246 86 85 10. 




Ever considered a 
career in the 
music industiy? 

Please call 
r. i Global on: 

| 1 0171 583 0236 

3 


£1000 per week 
O.T.E. 

Would YOU fikc to join 3 
i cam of high earning sales 
people. Most or which had 
never sold before we 
trained them. 

Own car cssentiaL 
King noN'/ 7 days 

Phone: 0181 882 89ft 


London, SW8 


Salary circa pjl 


wsfa tproirow'red vre-pa) is fie most widespread enffral pratecton s^sissisn in fie wall Co- 
operating wifi morn than 300 member sooe&s n over 7D countfss WSRfi wtrta 3 eimrste anira, 
suflenng and promos animal aedae and conservation 

A new vacancy has arisen to further WSPAs ca mpaig n s and proems in As * 2 vrorfeng w* hsh n? 
companion anmci 2 nd wflirte flepartmetfis. The prmaiy rssfwnsiTuy is 2 aneicp z ni jrtzes 
WSPA's programmes n Asa wertung wifi focal animal welfare s^amsaars and fiswepmrt bpfis 
where appropnae 

The successful candidaa vsd he a girefluaa tnfi 21 least 5 yearn' sr-«J vstes expenens petez 5.-/ 
hovffig already vnjrted m Asia. The rote wiB require edensae travel Sejsjhas Asa zr.i appticarj 
stolid have a ssumf wording knowledge of the Chinese latgagc ccfi speker. sr-i wnan wfi fie 
abStv to transiate w arc from brfi languages A fioraqp unisroter.dag cf aamgi -astss &‘J=s n 
Aa3 and of Asia:, cu&res 5 a necessity as is fie atalr/ to Kmnror.aa wifi psepe w & net 
mchiilmg covemmem Eneas. ietennary surgeons. aremai cctfid sr.s artea: vrs^re 

societies ExceKen? presentabon stalls. expenence of me made zri a sren; peroc rally are ssserta'. 

Ptesse ■mply in wrong mdudag j-cur CV!:: 

JH Cray, H8 Qirastat, WSPA, Z Isngfn Laae, Loadua SWJ TU 


EAGLE EYES 
REQUIRED 

Would you like to practice as a freelance 
proofreader or editor earning an excellent 
income working from home? Then mark the 
errors m in this advertisement and post it to 
Chapterhouse with your name, and a dress. 
Well send veu a free prospectus of our 
services. Chapterhouse coarses are 
respected intemationaRy and our 
professional tutors give you their personal 
attention. We never pretend its easy, but we 
have a seven-ear record of establishing 
many successful freelancers through our 
co-respondance training and seminars. 

If your too busy a phene call win do. 

Chapterhouse 

2 Sotrthemhay West EXETER EX1 1 JG 
Telephone: 01392 499488 
Facsimile: 01392 498008 


Marketing Director 

This b a senior post within a lour operator company 
based in London worfcuie alongside the Director in 
marks: fine and strategic dm dopment of cvtnpany in 
CIS couolnu and Europe. The candidate must haw a 
proven track -record in marketing 10 Ihew regions. 

The candidate will be educated to decree level, have 
fluent (written and spoken) English and Russian. 
Knowledge of other European languages is preferred. 
Rut-hand knowledge of educational systems of L'K and 
CIS countries is ewentiaL The candidaic must hast: 
excellent communication skills, good organisational 
skills and the ability lo uork to light deadlines. 

Salary: cJflSTWO p.a. + p.r. bonus 
Please vend your CV with an appropriate cowring letler 
!□: 

Bra Education and Trawl Limited, 

26 Westbourne Gnne. London WZ 5 RH 


Jin-Kinchi Ltd, 73 Heath St, 
Hampstead, London NW3 6UG 



right job • right pay * right now 


The Best Demands T he Best 

A major name in the bancassurance seaor with a jirst class portfolio of regulated packaged 
products, ourclictu can offer unparalleled opportunities with positions nationwide for sales 
professionals with the ambition ami expertise to delhvr excellent standards of advice and service. 


Ji 


FIELD SALES MANAGERS 

Your role will be lo reeruiL build and motivate a dedicated learn 
of Advisers who can exceed ambitious targets and perform to 
ihe highest professional standards. You will actively monitor 
both personal and team performance and identify individual 
development needs to maximise effeaNeness. 

Your achieveraenl of Compeienl Adviser status, logcther 
with your up-lo-dale product knowledge and licences, will 
be essential for your success. Proactive in your thinking 
and totally customer focused, you will serve as an 
inspirational role model for others and you will be 
highly skilled in developing effective working 
relationships at all levels. 


FINANCIAL ADVISERS 

With a full FPC or industiy equivalent qualification and 
signed off as a competent adviser bv your current or 
previous employer, you will bring high levels of energy, 
professionalism and determination to an exciting role. 

You will receive an Accelerated Training Programme which 
will lead 10 you being authorised to sell Life, Pensions and 
investment programmes, as well as advise small business 
customers. You will also be encouraged and supported in 
studying for the Chartered Institute of Bankers Professional 
Investment Certificate. 


Sales and Import 
Developer, Co-ordinator 
for Balkan States 


A leading manufacturer of fine cutlery for fie quaEry rrrfcet seek* :c develop aad etpaed 
us foreign market in ihe Balkan States and bey oei and ic eszabtish cosimereial links with 
Croatian manufacturers of HoTIowwarc to comp.'imea thsr eusriac prodcas and so 
expand their market at home and abroad. 

Based for a three year period in England you will dun£g fia: period develop and 
consolidate your knowledge of the nature and requ semens of the cutlery and 
toUowware marker wifi a view to esxabtxshing a permanent base in Croatia from ihe end 
of three years. 

You will be responsible directly 10 die Chrinnan and Managing Director and will work 
closely wifi bim. 

You will identify and train a candidate from our resided workforce to act as your 
counterpan in this country once the Croatia base is established. 

You need to be: 

* Fluent and expert in Croatian and hollowware trade and industry, as well as 
Balkan and related languages and English. import and export regulation requirements. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS AND ADVERTISING 

v.AN^rv; DOCTOR .tmrsnwfc. Sucks £40-53*. 

C '?£c_ iO^j •:-p. VmM itwdu- IcuasvMnls 

|CO J 'Vi vTi?- Ap.’r.-. *■- £ b-r li Imdjn Mid* £20 15k 

t CC0L'-“ ?£C- nviS 'ror< u nrthi ar^nrv evp ■ LoncfcnMidi £14-’W. 
VCCO.NTMV’v'CKSilT rmn: rnnuh luxlonUCds L’O-J'K 
(‘V*CCr^4TORSO£S'GS£IBPlwic^fc.T>. tJuaiL londonMds ilfi-lPK 
NT VATkc i l\C DUvECTORS ‘Cocpcrjlii Reu3 L.?ndna C:-40k 
Fl saVWKf EDDOWU WHIHRS i-vB sector London £13K 
OTriCEjt • Vj|Oi finjnru 1 irucutuni South fas £J’- ’ - K 
bf.rjS OfrlViS -Siv isor.fi ccmtwl* Scuth Wes* SNos; 

P£ViOS EDTO? PutUims Cansutuno 1 London £23-.tOh 

n. SlC R3.4TiO.VS EXEailft tS (AH wcool London | 

FT. SCOX'-NT M5MCK iConsumer jnd Em-Busi SmIi IVat £i;-23k , 


For of briber opporXanitief or to t&ata yoor ipedSc 

rrqoufmeob phjse contort 


Keren Smith - Senior Consdbat 
ECCUTIVS affATTVE AND MEDIA 
National Recruitment Conwltaotyw -<£ 
The QupeL BrookshJe. * 

SbrftnitKm-OimMnonv 
CV239& 

Oim 540300 or Fax: 01203 540600 


ECM 


For both posts, you Mill be rewarded with a competitive and attractive salary and benefits package. You will 
also enjoy plenty of scope to further your career and achievements within a leading organisation with an 
outstanding commitment to personal development. If you would like to find out more, please contact 
Charlotte Ryan, Donna Coombcs or Janice Taylor ore 01 61 877 9596 


securtcor recruitment services 

We need a writer . . . 

When we asked the current copy team what their 
new colleague should be like, thev said: 


• ^'nrally sensitive , u needs of fie . Capable of fie management skills 

poteuwl Balton market and developing , 0 avaBK ^ ^ 

English market 

• Have design flair and ability to give * Willing and able to assist in identifying 

creative input to development of products evemual repkeenwn in the British 

for new and developing markets “**■ 

• Able to develop a comprehensive grasp • Remuneration package £20fc p.a. 

of all aspects of the cutlery and plus negotiable benefits 

* Apply in writing to fie Chairman at: 

fFK/M— Sheffield Metal Company Ltd. 

XylLv The Nickel Banks Group, 
f /l Snow Lane. Sheffield, S3 7AL 


regional communications 

MANAGERS 

are needed for the Cambridge and London offices of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Successful candidates, who will be IT literate 
graduates with at feasr 3 yeans experience including 
Public Aflairs/Media. will be handing media releases 
and enquiries, editing newsletters and yearbooks 
event and publicity organisation, public liaison, visits 
to architectural practices, membership recruitment... 
in feet pretty much everything in these 
busy small offices! 

Salaries negotiable around £J 7-20.000 
Mail or fax on 0171 636 4108 your resume to: 
Tim Pritchard. Ref. SRl, 

RIBA Appointments Bureau, rtB 

66 Portland Place. £■ 

London WIN 4AD ?: I9~ 


" ShoL'Id nave accurate spelling and grammar - 
and insist cn aTTer.ticn tc detail " 

Their people skills should be as good as their 
proofing skills " 

Sncu'd have a willingness to ieern " 

A good all rounder '' 

Interested in understanding' design end 
know their way around a Mac " • 

Won't mind getting the coffee in when 
it's their tern'' 

" Mature ana philosophical attitude” 


■' Needs tact, dic-ienwey ana the cbiiity to lis r en 
h'ov -2 the ability to juggle c. miliicn and on,; 
tasks” 

Has plenty of Initiative, self motrvaticn and 
can stick tc deadlines 

Car. work we!! under pressure or aea! j.vith the 
.Ttundane - and keep c sense of hutr.ocr ' 

" Zen see the world rh-ough a cusrcm.e-s eyes 
Se prepared tc put in the hours when we need it" 
West Hen Supporter ” 


A> you cun see. v.e're u preuy de in a "icing ir>t but if you think yn; can ivied most uf our crireria ■ Don't wonu 
ahoui supporting West Ham) then y.-u'II find a warm we!c«mte in the rreuuv.ins Cop;. Tl-crn. ’I'-ou Jonh iu.-o to 
ha’.e a degree faimough one is always nice' or experience hat your Hngiixh must he iuipeccuble. . i-ur jidtudc 
upbeat and itdplu!. and your approach Lo v. ri;;;;u totaiJy professiora!. Al! Lhese oualiries are iirtporiuri; when vo 
are putting together one of the biggest mnd he-tl) e.tia!oeues in the L'K. In return we offer a conieetitivc >abr. 


If you’re imercsted. then write to : Sue Cooling ut freemans pic 
13‘J Clapham 1‘oniJ London SVV9 OUR 

Include ao up-to-date cv and n letter explaining why jou want m jofn the team. 
Freemans is an equal oppommities employer. 


freewmz 


hj£THE INDEPENDENT 
THE LNDH’ENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


Good news, 
great careers 


Classified Telesales Executive 


Independent Newspapers (UK) Ltd is a global 
organisation with operations that stretch around 
the globe. For the right people that means 
exceptional opportunities for professional 
development and career progression. Currently 
we have a number of exciting openings in our 
Advertising Department for graduate calibre 
Sales Executives. 

Obviously these roles are pivotal to the 
continued success of our business, so you’ll need 
excellent keyboard skills, a confident, friendly 


telephone manner and preferably at least a 
year’s experience in a recognised sales 
environment. 

In return, we can promise a competitive basic 
sakuy, a generous bonus. 5 weeks holiday, private 
health, pension, an on-site gym and canted? 
well as full training and a strummed caitS?' 

For an initial telephone interview call 
Marie O'Doherty on 0171 293 2749. 


To advertise in this section please call Ransome Kolaru now on 0171 293 2691. 
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LITTLE VOICE 03) 

Director; Marti Herman 
Starring: Jane Horrccks. Michael Caine 
Holed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) cannibalises her 
dead dad’s record collection, perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judv Garland impersonations, 
then falls in with Michael Caine’s impresario: a 
low-rent, Bermuda-shirted huckster with one 
rheumy eye on the big time. Brenda Blethyn 
trundles around in a hip-hugging mini-skirt as LV’s 
mum, Ewan McGregor pops up as a simple 
pigeon-breeder and seedy seaside cartoon ery runs 
as a garish visual backdrop. Where Mark Herman’s 
last film. Brassed Off. was a whole and solid 
-effort. Little Voice proves altogether more bitty 
^jnd piecemeal. Fbr while the director (kies a decent 
spot of carpentry in remoulding Jim Cartwright’s 
stage-play for the screen, the result still trades 
in gestures and caricature and is further hindered 
by tentative pacing. Bracing black comedy. 
Horrocks’s vocal pyrotechnics, phis a marvellously 
weighted turn from the rejuvenated Caine 
push it through to the final curtain. West End: ABC 
Tbtt enham Court Rood, Barbican Screen. Chelsea 
Cinema, Clapham Picture House. Curzon 
Mayfair. Hammersmith Virgin. Odeon Camden 
Town. Odeon Kensington , Odeon Marble 
Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. Odeon West End, 
Phoenix Cinema. Renoir. Ritzy Cinema. 
Screen on Baker Street. UCI Whiteleys. \rrgin 
Fulham Road 

K U5> 

Director Darren Aronofsky 
Starring: Sean Gulletta. Mart Matgoiis 
Aronofsky's pungent debut idles in a kind of ante- 
room between maths lesson and art class, as Sean 
G ullette 's New York number-cruncher ponders a 
numerical code behind the holy Hebrew texts, and 
"designer flourishes overrun the screen. The 
rhythm runs on a staccato beat - the tone is self- 
consciously lugubrious. What sustains 7T is the 
pure- blood ingenuity of its central conceit its 
ongoing “mathematics is the language of nature” 
mantra, and the louche, too-cool-for- school 
demeanour It all adds up. West End: Curzon Soho, 
Gate Netting Hill, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on the 
Green. Screen on the HiU 

PSYCHO <15> 

Director: Gus Van Sant 
Starring: Vince Vaughn, Anne Heche 
Homage or sacrilege? Photocopy or experiment? 
Whichever ramp you fail into, Gus Vant Sant’s 


shot-by-shot Psycho reconstruction is a bizarre 
undertaking. Here, the original's high-contrast 
black-and-white is dumped in favour of Edward 
Hoppe rish colour Hefty Vince Vaughn stands in 
for twitchy Anthony Perkins, Anne Heche for 
Janet Leigh, and Julianne Moore for Vera Miles. 
In the meantime. Van Sant simply runs through 
a karaoke cover-version of the Hitchcock classic; 
a pitch-perfect bit of movie mimicry which has 
a definite curiosity value without ever quite 
adding up to much more besides. File this one 
under “White Elephants" Wfesf End : Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden Tbum. Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
ArdkOdeon Swiss Collage, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin 
Fulham Road. Virgin Haymarket 

THE SIEGE (15) 

Director Edward 2 wick 
Starring: Denzel Washington. Bruce Withs 
A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics, The Siege winds up a 
hopeless!}' fingers-and-tbumbs affair The nominal 
hook (Muslim terrorist bombing in New York) gets 
draped with all manner of garbled goings-on as 
Denzel Washington's FBI man rubs shoulders with 
Bruce Willis's gung-ho army renegade. Zwick 
desperately attempts to touch all the bases, but 
even the speedy, kinetic editing can't gloss over 
his film’s messy marriage of perfunctory liberalism 
and noisy chest-beating. West End: Elephant & 
Castle Coronet. Odeon Camden 7bu*n, Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Leicester Square , Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

Director Howard Hawks 
Starring: Humphrey Bogart. Lauren Bacall 
That immortal “You know how to whistle, don’t 
you?” line aside. 7b Have and Have Not has 
come to be more highly regarded for its behind- 
the-scenes history than its narrative content 
Conceived as a Casablanca cash -in. and 
irreverently adapted from what Hawks reckoned 
to be Hemingway’s worst novel, this wartime 
drama is credited with getting Bogart (then 
an unhappily married megastar) together with 
19-year-old BacalL The taut, proficient plot has 
Bogart’s Martinique-based skipper sandwiched 
between the Vichy government and the Free 
French resistance. Hawks directs with a pointed 
easy grace. West End: Curzon Soho 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 
End Odeon Camden Tbwn, Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, 
i Virgin Fulham RoadMrgm Haymarket, Warner 
J Ullage West End 

| ANTZ (PG) 

| Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
I cast stars Woody Allen as worker-ant “Z”. West 
. End UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
: Trocadero 


THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Samirah Makhmalbafs precocious debut stages 
a true-life re-creation of the fortunes of Iran’s 
Naderi sisters. Part docu-drama, part rites-of- 
passage fable, this is a luminous and extraordinary 
missive from a burgeoning Iranian film scene. 
West End: Metro, Renoir 

i ‘JZbE: PIG IN THE CITY CU) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch afwaife. Comedy is 
kept to a minimum in favour of a bleak anhnatronic 
fairytale. West End Plaza. UCI Whiteleys 

DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

Less a dance, more of a trudge, Pat O’Connor’s 
Ireland-set saga pinpoints the ebb and flow of 
an eccentric Catholic family in deepest DonegaL 
What gives it backbone is Meryi Streep's regal 
performance as the brood’s eldest sister plus 
the ever watchahle Michael Gambon as the 
homecoming brother Kathy Burke, Catherine 
McCormack and Brid Brennan also feature. 
West End: Barbican Screen 

THE DREAM UFE OF ANGELS 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
Wes* End ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

. i^ekhar Kapur’s foUow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But opportunities for 
fun are largely neglectedin a story of independence 
triumphing over cruelty. Vtest End* ABC Ponton 
Street, Curzon Minema. Odeon Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams 19 with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned-off Pentagon warfaorse 
and gets embroiled in all maimer of Big Brother- 
type trouble. This is a big, noisy and effectively 
claustrophobic conspiracy thriller, with a top- 
drawer cast incl uding Jon Voight and Gabriel 
Byrne. West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Clapham Picture House, Elephant & Castle 
Coronet, Hammersmith Virgin, Notting HiU 
Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kens- 
ington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Odeon West End, Ritzy Cinema, UO Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin PuBiam Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops through 19th- 
century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-gooder. 
West End Hammersmith Virgin. Odeon Kens- 
ington, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Ritzy Cinema, UO Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Wrpm Trocadero. Warner VWageWestEnd 

*r 

MULAN CD) L „ 

See The Independent Recommends, above. West 

ErdOdemMezzonmaWarnerVSlageW^End 

MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. Hfest 

End ABC Panton Street, Clapham Picture 
House, Virgin Haymarket 

THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 


head in Gray’s thrilling drama. Wesf End.- Warner 
Village West End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

See The Independen t Recommends, above. West 
End Plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Trocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney reheating its I9fcl 
Hayiey Mills heartwarmer into a spry tale starring 
Lindsay Lohan as the separated-at-birth twin 
sisters (one British, one American) determined 
to reunite their parents (Natasha Richardson, 
Dennis Quaid). West End: Odeon Kensington. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCJ Whiteleys. Virgin 
Chelsea 

A PERFECT MURDER (15) 

This remake of Hitchcock’s classic Dial M for 
Murder is actually not at all bad Michael Dou- 
glas stars as the cuckolded city shark who black- 
mails an artist into killing his heiress wife. 
Gwyneth Paltrow. This is gold-plated trash: the 
sort of thing Hollywood does better than anyone 
else West End Warner Village West find 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (ID 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses, DreamWxis 
honcho Jeffrey Kafzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean". The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor DreamcoaL West End ABC Baker 
Street Empire Leicester Square, Hammersmith 
Virgin, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
WkiteIeys,Virgm Fulham Road VirgmTrocadero 

RONIN (15) 

Rather than adding value John Frankenheimer's 
40 years as a feature director lend an air of knack- 
ered resignation to his latest movie which stars 
Robert De Niro. West End Odeon Mezzanine 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker’s star in this hit- 
and-miss affair West End- Odeon Kensington, 
OdeonMasbteAnh,RitzyCmema,UCIWhiteieys. 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner VOlage West End 

SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergun satire of middle-class mores, 
Francois Ozon takes pleasure in dismantling a 
standard nuclear famfiy. The result is savage and 
funny one moment, indulgent the next West End 
Clapham Picture House, Curzon Soho 

STAR TREK; INSURRECTION (PG) 

A belated Christmas gift for TTekkies the land over 
Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
io-thD-knowgags and wrapped up in more cornhall 
romance than we’re used to. Wfest End ABC 
Baker Street, ABC Tottenham Court Road, Ele- 
pham&CastleC(mmet,&mpireLeicester 
Ham m ersmith Virgin, Odeon Camden Tbum, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon 
SwissCattage, Ritzy Cinema, UCJ Whiteleys, Virgin 
FulhamRoad,VirgmTrocadero 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Stiller; Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star in 
this latest comecfyfrani the pathologically tasteless 
writer-director team of Peter and Bobby Farrelly 
The film is basicalfy a soft-centred romance of the 
kind that (kifts out of Hollywood on a regular bass. 
West End ABC Piccadilly, Odeon Mezzanine 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
dead chappie who lights out to a cod-impressionist 
heaven, before jetting southward to rescue his 
suicide-bride. West End ABC Baker Street, ABC 
Shqfte£buryAverme,Odeon,HaymaTi^Virgm 
Chelsea. Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End 


The Independent Recommends 


The Five Best Films The Five Best Plays The Five Best Shows 



The Acid House (18) 

A irin of inicrrchiL'd shorts 
culled frum Lhe stories of 
Irvine Welsh. Debut director 
Paul McCiuigun (urns this 
into ;i hit of a triumph, 
adapting his style well (0 the 
shifting landscape of Welsh’s 
laics. A cracker, all told. 


The Dream Life of Angels ( 1 8) 

Erick Zoncn's remarkable debut draws iis 
strength frum the contracting personalities ui Isa 
(Elodic Bouchez) and Marie (Nauieha ftegnier). 

whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lille. 

Mulan (U) 

In Disney's animated tale, a uirl disguises herself 
as a soldier to spare her ailing father Irom certain 
death in combat. This movie has it all, and is one 
of the must visually innovative films that Disney 
has ever made. 

Out of Sight (7 5) 

Steven Soderbergh's tale of love on opposite sides 
of the law knocks spoLS off previous Elmore 
Leonard adaptations, and hoasLs in Jennifer Lopez 
and George Clooney to/ssr) the swnonieM 
cinematic pairing of the year. 

My Name is Joe (15) 

All that one would expect from a Ken 
Loach film - humour, indignation, 
emotional sympathy - driven by Peter 
Mulleins sctrily intense performance as n 
recovering alcoholic. 

Anthony Quinn anu Xan brooks 


Copenhagen (Cocresloe) 

Michael Frayn's profound and haunting 
meditation on science, morality and the 
mysteries of human motivation [Mw). To 27 Jan 

The Tempest (Barbican Theatre) 

David Calder is a magnificently querulous 

and authoritative Prospero in an imaginative 
RSC sta gin g by Adrian Noble. In rep to 4 Mar 

Kafka’s Dick (Piccadilly Theatre) 
Spiriting Knfku to suburban England, this 
uproarious romp by .Alan Bennett survives 

some peculiar casting in Peter Hall’s revival. 

To 26 Feb 


Just Not Fair 

(Birmingham 

Rep) 

Moving account by 
Jim Robinson of IS 
years’ wrongful 
imprisonment of the 
Bridgewater Four. 
Will be performed 
in rep with Wilde's 
equivalent prison 
testament. Dc 
Pn>fitiitli.\. To 30 Jmt 


A Month in 
the Country 

(Swan Theatre, Stratford) 

A conjunction of two great artisLs and cultures. 
Ireland's finest living dramatist. Brian FricL 
adapts Turgenev’s proto-Chekhovian comedy. 

To 20 Feb 

Pai l Taylor 




Charlotte Salomon 

(Royal Academy)’ 
“Life? Or Theatre?”, 
Salomon’s life in pictures. 
Her 405 raw gouaches tell 
the story of the German 
Jewish girl’s haste before 
Auscbwju - an 
expression istic operetta in 

three colours. To 17 Jan 


Neurotic Realism 

(Saatchi Gallery) 

First instalment of Charles Saaichi's new. made- 
up art movement, which, by a happy coincidence, 
consists entirely of works in his own collection. 

To 28 Mar 

Chris Ofili 

(Whitworch Gallery. Manchester) 

This 199S Turner Prize-winner is an upbeat 
original, his surfaces dense and decorative, with 
swirls of dots, .Afros and black icons, and 
incorporating elephant dung. To 24 Jan 

Edward Burne-Jones 

(Birmingham Museum & Arc Gallery) 

This centenary exhibition gathers together many 
favourites illustrating Burne-Jones’s romantic 
and medievalist netherworld. To 1 7 Jan 

Grinling Gibbons 

(Victoria & Albert Museum) 

The best chisel -work of the great 17th-century 
English woodearver Uibcnv). who made intricacy 
and the abundance of nature his trademark. 

To 24 Jan 

TOM LUBBOCK 


CINEMA 

west end 

ABC BAKER STREET 

|0870-£K)2 0418) O Baker Street 
The Prince of Egypt 1 40pm. 4 pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 6.05pm. 
8.35pm 

ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) «■ Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 5.10pm. 
3.10pm The Last Days of Disco 
1.10pm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 8.25pm 
Lock, Stock ft Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm My Name is Joe 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC PICCADILJy(01 7 1 -287 4322 
(from 7 pm)) «■ Piccadilly Gncus 
Ha mam: The Turkish Bath 
1.25pm, 3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm 
There's Something About Mary 
1 ,05pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «■ Leicester 
Square Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 8. 55pm 
What Dreams May Come 1 .05pm, 
3.40pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square Buffalo 66 1.15pm. 

3.45pm. 6. 1 5pm. B.40pm The Eel 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
The Governess 1.45pm, 4.05pm, 
6.25pm. 8.45pm La Vie Revee des 
Anges 1.25pm, 3.45pm. 6.05pm. 
82 5pm 


TOTTENHAM COURT 

ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road Enemy of The State 
1.05pm. 3.45pm. 6.25pm, 9.10pm 
Little Voice 1.25pm, 3.55pm, 
7pm, 9.25pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.20pm, 4pm, 
6.50pm, 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) 

O Moorgate Dancing at Lugtuiasa 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

Little Voice 6. 1 5pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CBUaWA 

(0171-351 3742) O’ Sloane Square 
Little Voice 2.20pm. 4.30pm. 
6.40pm. 9pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common Enemy of the State 
3.45pm, 6.20pm, 9pm Little Voice 
2.30pm, 4.45pm. 7pm, 9.1 5pm 
My Name is Joe 1.30pm. 7.15pm 
Sitcom 1pm, 3pm. 5pm. 9.30pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Little Voice 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Park 
Comer Elizabeth 2pm, 6.30pm On 
Connait la Chanson 4.15pm. 
8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pmJ) 

o Leicester Square n (PI) ipm. 
3pm, 5pm, 7pm, 9pm Sitcom 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 5.30pm. 

7.30pm. 9.30pm lo Have and 

Have Not 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 

7.10pm. 9.20pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET 

(0171-703 4968} O Elephant ft 
Castle Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm The Siege 

3.35pm, 6pm, 8.30pm Star Tfak: 
Insurrection 4pm, 6.20pm. 

8.40pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

,0990-888990) O Leicester Square 
The Prince of Egypt 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm Psycho 
1,15pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.45pm 
Scar Trek: insurrection 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 

GATE NOTTING HULL 

(0171-727 4043) O Notting Hill 
Gate x (PI) 3.15pm. 5.15pm. 
7.15pm, 9.15pm (+ Short: Drip 
Drop) 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) «■ Ravenscourt 
Park Enemy of the State 3pm. 
6.10pm, 9.10pm Lltrie Voice 
1.20pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 
Psycho 3pm. 5.50pm. 8.15pm 
Sear Ttek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 

KA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) O Charing Cross 
Angel Dust 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
No Skin Off My Ass 5pm. 7pm 


METRO 

(0171-734 1506) e- Piccadilly 
Grcus The Apple (Sib) 3pm, 
5pm. 7pm. 9pm The Boys 
4.15pm, 8.45pm Fire 2pm. 

6.30pm 

NOTTING HIU. CORONET 

(0171-72 7 6705) e Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.50pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) e Camden Town 
Enemy of the State 8.10pm 
Litde Voice 12.05pm. 2.20pm. 
4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9.05pm Psycho 
12noan. 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 

6.45pm. 9pm The Siege 

12.30pm. 3.10pm. 6.05pm. 

8.35pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
1t.55am. 2.10pm. 4.25pm. 

6.40pm. 8.55pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) «■ Piccadilly 

Circus What Dreams May Come 
1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6.05pm. 

8.40pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) & High Street 
Kensington Enemy of the State 
12noon. 3pm. 6.05pm. 9.10pm 
Little Voice 1.45pm, 4.20pm. 
6.55pm. 9.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 2.55pm. 6.05pm. 9.15pm 
Psycho 1.35pm, 4.15pm. 7pm. 
9.40pm The Siege 12.40pm, 
3.35pm, 6.30pm. 9.25pm 

Star Trek: Insurrection 1.20pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) ^ Leicester 

Square The Siege 12.55pm. 
3.35pm, 5.55pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) « Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 1 2noon. 
3.10pm, 6.05pm. 9pm Little 
Voice 11.45am. 2.05pm, 4.25pm. 
6.50pm, 9.15pm Psycho 1.25pm, 
3.55pm. 6.35pm, 9.10pm 

The Siege 12.35pm. 3.25pm. 
6.20pm. 9.05pm Scar Trek: 

Insurrection 1.25pm. 3.55pm, 

6.35pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm. 3pm, 
5.30pm, 8.10pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm 

The Mask of Zorro 2.30pm. 
5.15pm, 8.10pm Ronin 2.45pm. 
5.50pm. 8.20pm There’s 

Something About Mary 
12.40pm, 3.10pm. 5.40pm. 

8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) -©■ Swiss 

Cottage Enemy of the State 
12.10pm, 2.50pm, 5.35pm. 

8.20pm Little Voice 1.20pm. 
3.45pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm 

The Mask of Zorro 5.15pm, 
8.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.30pm, 3pm Psycho 12.50pm, 
3.15pm, 6pm, 6.35pm 
The Siege 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm, 8.25pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 12.45pm, 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) ■O Leicester 
Square Enemy of the State 
12.05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm, 

8.25pm Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) «■ Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 12.35pm. 2.40pm. 
4,45pm, 7pm. 9.05pm T-ftau 
Back To the Cretaceous 
(3-D) 1 1 .30am, 1 ,35pm, 3.40pm, 
5.45pm. 8pm. 1 0.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) e East 

Finchley Little Voice 2pm, 
4.15pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) Q Piccadilly 

Grcus The Acid House 12.30pm, 
3.20pm, 6.10pm, 8.45pm 

Babe: Pig In the City 12.45pm 
Out Of Sight 12.10pm, 2.55pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
7.30pm The Truman Show 3pm, 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O- Russell 
Square The Apple (Sib) Ipm. 
2.55pm. 4.50pm. 6.45pm, 

8.45pm uttle Voice 2.15pm, 
4.25pm. 6.35pm. 9pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) d Brixton 
The Add House 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.15pm Enemy of the 
State 12.55pm, 3.30pm. 6.50pm. 
9.25pm Fire 2.15pm Uttle Voice 
1 2.55pm. 3pm. 5.15pm, 7.25pm. 
9.30pm 


r. (PI) 1 pm. 3. 1 0pm. 5.20pm. 
7.20pm, 9.35pm (+ Short: the 
Albatross) Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.30pm, 4.45pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) Q- Baker Street 
Left Luggage 2.25pm. 4.30pm. 
6.40pm. 6.55pm Little Voice 
2.50pm. 4.55pm. 7pm. 9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) 

0 Angel/Highbury ft Islington :r 
(Pi) 3.05pm. 5.05pm. 7.05pm. 
9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 33661 «■ Betsize Park 
it (Pi) 3.10pm. 5.10pm. 7.10pm, 
9.10pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) 

O- Bayswater/Queensway Enemy 
of the State 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 
9pm Little Voice 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm The Mask of Zorro 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.40pm Out of Sight 
9.20pm The Parent Trap 4.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.40pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm Psycho 4.40pm. 
7. 1 0pm, 9.45pm Rush Hour 
7.20pm. 9.40pm The Siege 

4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm Scar 
Trek: Insurrection 4.10pm. 

6.40pm, Spm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) «■ Sloane 

Square Enemy of the State 
2.15pm, 5.15pm. 8.45pm Out of 
Sight 2.45pm. 6pm. 8.30pm The 
Siege 12.45pm. 3.30pm, 

6.15pm, 9pm What Dreams May 
Come 1 2.30pm, 3pm, 6.1 Spm. 
8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O South 

Kensington The Add House Spm 
Enemy of the State 12.30pm. 
3.10pm, 6pm. 9.10pm Uttle 
Voice 12.40pm. 2.45pm. 5.10pm. 
7.20pm, 9.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1 2.20pm. 3. 1 0pm. 

6.10pm. 9.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 2. 10pm, 2.15pm, 

4.25pm. -6.40pm Psycho 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm Scar 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm, 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «■ Piccadilly 
Grcus The Acid House 2.40pm. 
5.25pm, 8.10pm My Name Is 
Joe 12.55pm. 3.40pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm Psycho 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, S.35pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) « Piccadilly 
Grcus Antz 12.10pm. 2.10pm. 
4.05pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm 

The Mask of Zorro 12noon. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm Out of 
Sight 12noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 
8.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
1 2.50pm. 3.20pm. 5.50pm. 

8.10pm Rush Hour 12.10pm. 
2.25pm, 4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 
Star TTek: Insurrection 1 pm. 
3.40pm. 6.40pm. 9.1 5pm 

The Truman Show 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6.20pm What Dreams May 
Come 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) «■ Leicester 
Square The Add House 1 .30pm, 
4pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm Blade 
4.05pm. 7pm. 9.35pm 

The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) 9pm Lethal Weapon 
4 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 6pm Lock. 
Stock ft Two Smoking Barrels 
1 ,15pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 

8.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.10pm. 3pm. 6pm. 9pm 
The Negotiator 1 1 .40am, 
2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm A 

Perfect Murder 1.10pm. 
3.40pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm Rush 
Hour 1.40pm, 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 
9.20pm What Dreams May 
Come 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 

6,20pm. 8.50pm. 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181 -896 0066) O- Park Royal En- 
emy of the State 3.05pm. 6pm. 
6.55pm. 9.50pm Litde Voice 
1 .30pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm The 
Mask or Zorro 1 2.30pm, 3.20pm, 
6.10pm. 9.10pm The Parent Trap 
1.10pm. 3.55pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 2.35pm. 2.50pm. 5.1 5pm. 
7.30pm Psycho 4.40pm 7.10pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 12.50pm. 
3.10pm. 5.35pm. 7.50pm. 10 10pm 
The Siege 2pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 
10pm Star Thek: Insurrection 
1.40pm. 4.15pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.40pm. 
9.20pm 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
O- High Barnet Enemy of the State 
12.1 5pm. 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm Lit- 
tle Voice 1 . 1 5pm. 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm Psycho 12.30pm. 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. Spm The Siege 1pm. 
3.45pm. 6pm. 8. 1 5pm Scar Trek: In- 
surrection 12.45pm. 3.1 5pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction Enemy of the State 
1.40pm. 5.40pm, 8.40pm Psycho 
1.25pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CIN EWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexley heath Enemy of the 
State 12.20pm. 3pm. 5.50pm. 
6.55pm. 8.30pm. 9.30pm Little 
Voice 12.10pm. 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 
7.05pm. 9.20pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1pm. 3.50pm. 6.40pm. 
9.25pm The Parent Trap 1.30pm. 
4.10pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.10pm. 3.20pm. 5.25pm Psycho 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 7.40pm, 10pm 
The Siege 1 .1 5pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 
9.15pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12noon. 1 .30pm, 2.15pm, 3.55pm. 
4.45pm, 6.30pm. 7.1 5pm. 8.55pm, 
9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR: Bromley North/Bromley South 
Enemy of the State 2.55pm. 
5.40pm. 8.30pm Little Voice 
2.30pm, 4.40pm. 6.45pm, 9pm 
The Siege 2.40pm. 5.55pm. 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.45pm, 6.30pm. 8.55pm 

CAJFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Catford. 
The Siege 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.10pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East little Voice 
4.1 5pm. 6.1 5pm. 8.30pm + Whoosh 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon Doli Sajake Rakhna 8. 1 5pm 
Enemy of the State 5.30pm Psy- 
cho 5.45pm. 8.20pm Star Tfek: in- 
surrection 6pm. 8.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-680 8090) BR: East Croydon 
Enemy of the State 3.30pm. 
6.30pm. 9.30pm Uttle Voice 
2.10pm. 4.30pm, 6.50pm, 9.10pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.20pm. 
6.20pm. 9.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.20pm, 4.50pm Psycho 
3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.50pm Rush 
Hour 7.20pm. 9.50pm The Siege 
3.25pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 5 car Trek: In- 
surrection 12.40pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 7.05pm. 9.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) -B- Dagenham H eachway En- 
emy of the State 3.30pm, 6.20pm, 
8.30pm, 9.20pm Little Voice 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm, 9.30pm The Mask of 
Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm The 
Ifarent Trap 3. 1 5pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.40pm, 6pm Psycho 
1 .40pm. 4. 1 0pm. 6.40pm. 9. 1 0pm 
Rush Hour 2.30pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.40pm The Siege 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm Star Tbek: Insurrec- 
tion 2.40pm. 5.15pm, 7.30pm. 
9.50pm What Dreams May Come 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/G- Eating Broadway 
Enemy of the State 1 2.30pm, 
3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm The Siege 
2.30pm, 6.15pm, 9.05pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 8.50pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
■©■ Edgware Enemy of the State 
5.20pm. 8.1 5pm Jhoote Bole Kauwa 
Kaate phone for times Kudi Kuch 
Hota Hal phone for rimes Mehndi 
phone for times Naseeb phone for 
times The Parent Trap 2.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.45pm. 5.40pm 
Wajood phone for times Zakhm 
phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 12 (0990088990) 
O- Tottenham Hate Antz 4.40pm. 
7.30pm Blade 9.50pm Enemy or 
the State 2.20pm. 3pm. 5.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.45pm. 9.20pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai 8pm Uttle Voice 
3.40pm. 6.05pm. 835pm The Mask 
of Zorro 2.45pm. 6.15pm, 
8.1 5pm The Fferent Trap 2.40pm, 
5.35pm The Prince of Egypt 
2.30pm, 5.25pm Psycho 2.15pm, 
4.45pm. 7.15pm. 9.45pm Rush 
Hour 4.55pm. 7.20pm, 10.05pm 


The Siege 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 9. 1 0pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 3.55pm. 
4.25pm. 6.20pm. 7pm. 8.55pm. 
9.35pm What Dreams May Come 
8.25pm 

FEIYHAM 

Cl N EWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Felttum Antz 1pm. 
3pm, Spm Doli Sajake Rakhna 
6.05pm Enemy of the State 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 7pm. 
9.10pm. 9.50pm Jhoole Bole 
Kauwa Kaate 3.15pm. 9.50pm 
Kuch Kuch Hota H2i 2.40pm. 
6.10pm, 9.40pm Kudrat 2.40pm. 
9.30pm Uttle Voice 12noon. 
2.20pm. 4.40pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1 2.05pm, 3pm. 
6pm, 9pm Naseeb 11.25am. 
6.20pm The Parent Trap 1 1 .20am. 
1.50pm. 4.30pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 1 ,30am. 1 .30pm. 3.45pm. 
6pm Psycho 12.10pm. 2.30pm. 
5pm. 7.30pm, 10pm Rush Hour 
8pm, 1 0. 1 5pm The Siege 1 .20pm. 
4.05pm. 6.50pm, 9.35pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12noon. 
1 ,30pm, 2.15pm. 3.55pm. 4.45pm. 
6.30pm. 7.10pm. 8.50pm. 9.35pn 
Wajood 1 1 .35am. 6.25pm What 
Dreams May Come 6.55pm. 
9.30pm Zakhm 2.55pm, 9.45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) © East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Enemy of the State 
12.10pm, 3pm, 6pm, Spm Little 
Voice 1.25pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 
8.50pm The Mask of Zorro 
1 2.20pm, 3.1 Spm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm 
The Fferenc Trap 1.20pm. 4.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 . 1 0pm, 4pm 
Psycho 1 .55pm, 4.25pm, 7.1 0pm, 
9.50pm Rush Hour 7pm. 9. 1 0pm 
The Siege 1 pm. 3.40pm. 6.40pm. 
9.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .35pm. 4. 1 0pm. 6.50pm. 9.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 6. 1 0pm. 
8.40pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) O- Finchley Road Enemy of 
the State 1. 30pm, 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.40pm Little Voice 2,15pm, 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9.15pm The Mask 
oF Zorro T . 30pm. 4. 1 0pm, 7. 1 0pm. 
10pm Psycho 1.50pm. 4.40pm, 
7.20pm. 9.50pm Rush Hour 
2.50pm, 5.10pm. 7.40pm. 10.20pm 
The Siege 1.30pm. 3.50pm, 
6.20pm. Spm Star Trek: Insurrec- 
tion 1.30pm. 3.40pm. 6.05pm. 
8.40pm What Dreams May Come 
2pm. 4.50pm. 7.30pm. 10.10pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) O’ Golders 
Green Star TVek: Insurrection 
1 ,45pm. 4.05pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0131-293 0101) 
BR: Greenwich Enemy of the State 
3.20pm, 6.05pm. 8.50pm Litde 
Voice 5.05pm. 7.10pm. 9.15pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.50pm. 
7.05pm. 9.20pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902041 3) O Bel size 
Rark Enemy of the State 2.10pm. 
5.10pm, 8.10pm Psycho 2.50pm. 
5.50pm. 8.35pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.30pm, 5.40pm. 
8.25pjn 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181-426 0303) 

■©■ Harrow on the Hill/Harrow ft 
Weald stone Doli Sajake Rakhna 
5pm. 8.45pm Fire 8.45pm Kudrat 
1 .30pm The Soldier (Aslan Film) 

1 .30pm, 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) O Harrow on the Hill Enemy 
of the State 12. 1 Opm. 3pm, 6pm. 
9pm, 9.30pm Little Voice 1 2.35pm, 
2.50pm, 5.05pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 11.25am. 
2.25pm. 5.25pm. 8.30pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1 ,45am, 2pm. 
4.45pm, 7.05pm Psycho 1 ,40pm, 
4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm Rush 
Hour 12.30pm, 2.50pm. 5.10pm. 
7.30pm, 9.50pm The Sege 1 30pm, 
4.05pm. 6.45pm. 9.20pm 
Star Ttek: Insurrection 1.1 Spm. 

1 .40pm. 3.40pm. 6. 1 0pm, 8.40pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.20pm 
8.50pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
O Holloway Road/Archway Enemy 
of die State 12.20pm. 2.20pm, 
3.05pm, 5.1 Opm. 5.50pm, 8pm! 
8.35pm Little Voice 1.15pm, 
3.45pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1.55pm, 5pm. 
7.55pm The Prince or Egypt 
1 ,05pm, 2.55pm. 4.45pm. 6.35pm 
Psycho 1.05pm, 3.25pm. 6pm, 
9pm Rush Hour 8.35pm The Siege 
12.25pm. 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 
Star Trek: insurrection 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
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ILFORD 

ODEON 108705-050007) 0 Gants 
Kiil Enemy oF the State 1 2naon. 
2.49pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm Little 
Voice 1 ,50pm. 4pm, 6.20pm, 
fcT'Spm Psycho 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
5 55pm, 8.35pm The Siege 
12 1 0pm. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.20pm. 
3 50pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

:;:lsurn 
TRICYCLE CINEMA 
10171-323 1000} 0 Kilbum Little 
Voice 6.30pm. 8.45pm (+ Short: 
Kings of 5Sam with 8.45pm 
□"■r'ormance only) 

KINGSTON 

A3C OPTIONS (0870-3020409) 
SR. Kingston Enemy oF the State 
2.25pm, 5.15pm, 8.05pm Psycho 
2.25pm. 6pm, B.25pm Star Trek: 
insurrection 2.25pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

IV. US WELL HILL 
ODEON (08705-050007) 0 High- 
gate Enemy of the State 1 2.50pm, 
3.20pm. 5.55pm, 8.30pm The 
Prince oF Egypt 12.10pm The 
Siege 1pm, 3.40pm. 6.15pm. 
3 40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.05pm, 4.15pm. 6.35pm. 8.50pm 

P3CKHAM 

PREMIER (0131-235 3006) 
3F- Pechham Rye Enemy of the 
State 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm Little 
Me ice 5 05pm, 7.10pm. 9.15pm 
Psycho 4.45pm. 7.05pm. 9.25pm 
Rush Hour 5.20pm, 7.20pm. 
r.3 3pm The Siege 4.20pm. 6.50pm, 
? 2 0pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4. 50pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm 

P UR LEY 

A3C (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Enemy of the State 4.55pm. 8pm 
The Siege 5.10pm 8.10pm Scar 
7r=I:: Insurrection 6.10pm. 8.35pm 

FLTNEY 

A3C (0870-902 0401) BR: Put- 
0 Putney Bridge Enemy of the 
State 2. 1 5pm. 5. 1 5pm. B. 1 5pm Lit- 
tle Voice 1 .15pm, 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm. 
5 30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
' 15pm, 3.30pm. 6pm, 3.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/0 
Richmond Enemy of the State 
3pm. 6pm, 9pm Little Voice 2pm. 
-4.20pm. 7pm. 9.30pm The Siege 
1 I .40pm. 3.20pm. 6.20pm, 9. 1 0pm 

DDEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
5? -0- Richmond The Mask of Zbr- 
*c 2 10pm, 5.40pm. 8.40pm Out 
Df Sight 6.30pm, 9.20pm The 
"rince of Egypt 2.10pm. 4.20pm 
-syeho 2.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm, 
>’.v 6.50pm. 9.30pm 

7 "T. FORD 

.EC (0370-902*3419) BR: Romford 
Zr.smy of the State 2.25pm. 

: JO-.-m. 3.10pm Psycho 2.30pm, 

: : ti. 3.25pm Star Trek: Insur- 
xction 2 15pm. 6 10pm. 3.35pm 

ZCEON LIBERTY 2 (03705- 
■-■07) ER: Rcmford Enemy of the 
ftare 12.5 0pm. 2.50pm. 5.30pm. 

• ':-pm Little Voice 12.05pm. 
i Lrm. 4 1 5pm. 6.25pm. 8 35pm 

'he Mask of Zorro 2 15pm, 

I- ’• Inm. 3 1 5pm The Parent Trap 
:0pm. 3.J5pm. 5.50pm The 
'ri.'ice of Egypt 12. 1 0pm. 2.20pm. 

• ivpm. 6 50pm Psycho 1.30pm. 
rm. 6 1 5pm. 8.40pm Rush Hour 
: 5vpm The Siege 1 2 45pm. 

'• :-j=m. 6 10pm. 3.40pm Star 
7rc!-: insurrection 1pm. 3.30pn. 
:i-:r 3 30sm What Dreams May 


■-CU? 

'EC -C541 -555 1 31 1 BR- Sidcup 
-o-.-cho 5 45pn. 3 30pm Star Trek: 
r-urrection 6pm. 3 40pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
/SIISIH (0370-9070717) BR: Crich- 
■ . :.rd Enemy of the State 3pm. 
Z 8.45pm Little Voice 

'0om. 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.25pm. 
• : 3pm Psycho 1.30pm. 4pm. 
i.JOpm. 9pm Rush Hour 7pm. 
, .2Gpm The Siege 1 .1 5pm. 3.50pm, 
i i5pm. 9.15pm Star Trek: Insur- 
-ection 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 
?.45pm 

STRATFORD 

.JEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) 
3R.0 Stratford East Enemy of the 
State 5 . 1 5pm, 8. 1 5pm Litde Voice 
: . 35pm, 3.45pm. 6. 1 5pm. 8.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 2.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2pm Psycho 
!.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Star 
Trek: insurrection 4.30pm. 6.50pm, 
9.05pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Ann 6.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.10pm. 4.25pm 
Psycho 2.20pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.30pm, 
5.05pm. 8.40pm What Dreams 
May Come 8.35pm 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham HI 1 1/0 Brixton/Ciapham 
Common Enemy of the State 
1 2. 1 0pm, 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8.25pm 
Little Voice 1 .20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 
S.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.15pm. 2.20pm. 4.30pm Rush 
Hour 6.35pm. 8.35pm The Siege 
I pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Star 
irek: Insurrection 1 ,30pm. 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.30pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990-888990) 0 Surrey 
Guays Enemy of the State 4pm, 
6.50pm, 9.50pm Fear And Loathing 
In Las Vegas 6.20pm, 8.45pm Lit- 
tle Voice 3.20pm, 6.10pm, 8.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3.05pm. 6pm, 
9pm The Parent Trap 3,30pm. 
7.15pm The Prince of Egypt 
4. 1 0pm, 6.40pm Psycho 4. 30pm, 
7 pm. 9.40pRush Hour 10pm The 
Siege 3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
Star Trek: insurrection 3.50pm. 
•>.20pm. 7.05pm, 9.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 9.20pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
torvOMorden Enemy of the State 
3.15pm. 6.05pm. 9.15pm Fear 
And Loathing In Las Vegas 6.20pm 
Little Vbrce 2.15pm. 4.25pm. 
6.40pm. 8.50pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 3.30pm, 9.10pm The FfcnentTrap 
2.30pm The Prince of Egypt 2pm 
Psycho 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.45pm The 
Siege 4.10pm, 6.55pm. 9.30pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 3.55pm, 
G.30pm. 9pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) 0 
Turnpike Lane Enemy of the State 
3pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm Psycho 
?.50pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm, 
3.40pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) 0 
Uxbridge The Siege 1.40pm, 
5.45pm, B.25pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1.35pm. 4pm. 6.20pm. 
3.40pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424) 0 Waltham- 
stow Central Enemy of the State 
1.40pm. 4.50pm. 8.10pm The 
Siege 2pm. 5pm. 8pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1 .20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 
8.20pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AX WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Little Voice 3.25pm, 6.40pm. 
8.50pm Star Thefc Insurrection 
3.50pm. 6.15pm. 8.50pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351} 
BR: EJtham Psycho 3.40pm, 
6. 1 0pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR/0 Wimbledon Antz 12.15pm 
Enemy 'of the State 2.30pm. 
5.25pm. 8.20pm Little Voice 2pm. 
4. 15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
The Mask oF Zorro 1 2noon 
The Ferenc Trap 12noon The Prince 
of Egypt 12.25pm Psycho 2.45pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm The Siege 2.45pm. 
5.45pm, 3.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.45pm. 4.05pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) 0 South 
Woodford Enemy of the State 
2.10pm. 5 1 0pm. 8pm Psycho 
1 .25pm. 3.45pm. 6. 1 0pm, 8.30pm 
Star TTek: Insurrection 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
0 Turnpike Lane Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hal 2pm, 5.30pm Majood 
3.45pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) 
BR: Woolwich Arsenal Psycho 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm The 
Siege 3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 


CINEMA 

Repertory 


LONDON 

CINE LUMIERE Queen sherry Place 
SW7 (01 71-838 2 1442 1 46) Sitcom 
(18) 6.30pm. 8.30pm 

ICA CINEMA The Mall SW I (0171- 
930 3647} Angel Dust (Enjeru Da- 
suto) (15) 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
Sex/Life in LA (NC) 9pm Tuesday 
No Skin Off My Ass (18) 5pm. 7pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank SEI (0171-928 3232) To 
Have and Have Not (PG) 2.30pm. 
6. 30pm Love Is Colder than Death 
[1 8} 6. 1 5pm Qua term ass Parts 1 
<S 2: Television (NC) 7.30pm Com- 
puter World 4: Digital Under- 
ground (NC) 8.30pm Whity: 
Fassbinder (NC) Tue 8.45pm 


Theatre 

west end 

Ticket availability details are far to- 
day: times and prices for the week; 
running times include Intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices ft — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1|: Sun. [31: Tue, (4J: 
Wed. [5]: Thur. (6): FrL ]7f: Sat 

ft ALARMS * EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars 
Fblidty Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065) 0 Picc Cine. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5J [7) 3pm, 
E19.50-E27.50. 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's 
acclaimed drama. Old Vic The Cue 
SE1 (0171-928 7616) BR/0 Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4] 
2.30pm. (7J 3pm. E7.50-E30. 180 
mins. 1 

I ANNIE Rags-to-richgs stray of 
the nauseatingly optimistic orphan. 
Victoria Palace Victoria Street. 
SW1 (0171-834 1317) BR/0 
Victoria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, (4|{7J 
2.30pm. (1) 4pm. E7.50-E32.50. 
165 mins. 

ft ART Larry Lamb. Jack Dee, 
Tim Healy in Yftsmina Reza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. 
Wynd ham's Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (01 7 1 -369 1 736) 0 Leic Sq. 
Tue-Sat 8pm. 14] 3pm. I7](1] Spm. 
E9.50-E27.50. 90 mins. 

ft BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
I isb family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. W1 (0171-656 1883)0Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ]5U7| 
2.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Will}* Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0 1 7 1 -369 1 733) 
0 Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. }5] 3pm. ]7) 4pm. £11. 50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Alduvych, WC2 (01 71-930 
8800) 0 Covent Garden/ Cbanng X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm 6 
3.30pm. Sat 5pm £t 8.30pm. mats 
(!) 4pm, £!0-£27. half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical- Her Majesty’s 
Haymarket. SW1 (0171-494 5400) 
0 Picc Gre- Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4]]7] 
3pm. E10-E35. 150 mins. 

ft RENT Musical inspired by 
La Boheme and set in modem 
day New \bifc Shaftesbury Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. WC2 (07000-21 1221) 
0 Holbom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. ]4][7] 3pm. £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE: 

• OLIVIER: l^ t er Pan Stephen 
Oliver’s music accompanies the tale 
of the Boy Who Wxiid Not Grew Up. 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
tells: m rep today 2pm. ends 20 Feb. 

• LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter's 
defining work depicts a menage a 
trots and stars Imogen Stubbs and 
Douglas Hodge. In rep today 2.1 Spm 
& 7.30pm. ends 7 Apr. 90 mins. 

O COTTESLOE: Copenhagen New 
drama &wn Michael Frayn about the 
discovery of the atom, in rep tonight 
7.30pm. ends 27 Jan. 145 mins. 
Olivier & Lyttelton; E8-£27. Cottes- 
loe: £1 2-E1 8. NT2000: £4. cones £3. 
Day seats from 10am. South Bank. 
SE1 (0171-452 3000). BR'0 Wa- 
terloo. 

ft SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020)0 
Oxford Circus. Mon-5at 7.30pm. 
]4]{7] 2.30pm. £10-£32.50. 135 
mins. 

ft THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs's con- 
temporary dassic. Sadler’s Mfeils Ar 
The peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) 0 Holbcm/Tfem- 
ple. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 30 Jan, 
£7.50-232. SO. 

ft STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roHer-musi- 
cai. Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/0 Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, ]3j]7] 3pm. 
£12. 50- £30. 150 mins. 

ft THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
cometiv. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) 0 Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5]|7] 3pm, ends 23 
Jan. £15-£27.50. 140 mins. 

ft IKE IME1R Conor McPherson's 


First Call, last Calx 


First Can 

JULIA MIGHVES (right) is reportedly Placido Domingo's 
favourite opera singes; a soprano best known for her 
portrayal of the tempestuous Carmen in the 1984 film 
of Bizet’s opera. At home performing Salome or a 
Broadway role; die is the ideal choice for a one^women 
show, as the prima donna in Diva on the Verge, a 
tongue-in-cheek look at the conventions of opera 
proves. She’s assisted fay a piano, various props and 
stunning arias fay Donizetti, Vferdu Puccggand^fegaeg; 
Peacock Theatre, Portugal Street, Kmgswag, 
London WC2 <0171-314 8800) finer pe rf orman ce s only: 
8 and 22 Feb; l and 8 Mar 

Last Can • - - 

MERCURY REV have been bubbling under tor same 
years, but it took the pop-orientated sound of their 
latest album, Deserter's Song , to deliver success. In 
the words of this paper’s music critic, Andy Gill, 
Mercury Rev are "the missing Gnk between The 
Chemical Brothers and The Band”. 

The Cockpit, Leeds (0113-244 3446) 12 Jan ; Riverside, 
Newcastle (0191- 455 2328) 13 Jan; The Garage, Glasgow 
<0141-332 1120) 14 Jan; Astoria, London WC2 <0171-434 
0403) 21 Jan 



CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Aladdin 
Princesses, pagodas and antics in 
Peking. 12 Jan. 10.15am & 2. 15pm. 
ends 16 Jan. £4.50-£l3. Regent 
Street (01242-572573) 

CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Joseph and die Amazing Techni- 
color Dream coat Tim Rice and An- 
drew Lloyd Webber's musical version 
of the Bible story. Mon-Thu 
2.30pm 9 7.30pm. Fn & Sac 5pm 
Ct 8pm. noperf 13 Jan. ends 23 Jan. 
£6.50. cones auaHabte. Oaklands fork 
(01243-781312) 


Exhibitions Classical 


CROYDON ?F*-L SW R 

FAIRFIELD CONCERT HALLS Pe- £3.50. cf 
ter Ran Brian Blessed stars as Cap- (01296-3: 
tarn Hook. Today 4pm & 7.30pm. 
ends 24 Jan. £7.50-£15. cones BRISTOL 
available. Park Lane (0181-688 ARNOLFU 
9291) aosofthe 


ABERYSTWYTH 

ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Here to Stay: Arts Councfl Codec- 
don Purchases of The 1 990s Con- 

fpmpr iryti^ zxrf i r Nj w f w| jff 

and e v er y d ay objects. Vcn-Sai 9am- 
5pm. ends 30 Jan. free. Penglais 
(01970-623232) 

AYLESBURY 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY MU- 
SEUM Chocolate F-Thihrtinn with 
chocolate at its heart. Mcn-Sat 70am- 
5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm. ends 31 Jan. 
£3.50. child £2. Church Street 
(01296-33744:1 


DARTFORD 


ARNOLFIN! Secret Victorians Ari- 
son of the I9th -c entur y pre se n te d by 
20th century artiss. Mcn-Sa: 10am- 
7pm. Sur. 72nccn-€pm.ends37 Jan. 


ORCHARD THEATRE Aladdin Glad- I free. Narrow day {01 77-9255191/ 


• crWS Uovd Webber’s musical ver- fj . vonor Aicrnersous iator Cobra stars in this panto spec- \ 

t? 11113 * "W*! 4 ticular Tonight 7.30pm. ends 1 7 Jan. i 


PHOENIX ONEMA High Road N2 
(0131-444 67391 Litde Voice (1 5) 
2j?rr.. 4 15pm. 5.30pm. 8.45pn 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 10171-437 818IJ Hana-Bi 
(13) 5 pm Velvet Goldmine (18) 
3.30pm The VJedding Singer (1 2J 
6pm Armageddon (12) 3.40pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 

Crisp Road W6 (0171-420 01 001 
Kundun (1 2) 6 1 5pm + The Kno-.vl- 
edge of Healing 3 30pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Stree:. Brentford. Middlesex |0iSI- 
563 1 1 761 Rien Ne Va Plus (15) 
7pm Little Voice (15) 5pm. 9pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 

lOI 2 73-602503) x (Pi) (15) 
4.30pm. 8.50pm The Mighty (PG) 
6 45pm 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) In- 
somnia (18) bpm. 8.25pm Litde 
Voice (15) 6.05pm. 8.35pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
The Philadelphia Story (U) 
12.30pm, 7.15pm Sitcom (18) 
3pm. 9.20pm The Fountainhead 
(PG) 5pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666] The Eel (Unagi) (18) 
7.30pm Character (Karakter) (1 5) 
8pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) The Horse Whisperer 
(PG) 2.45pm Rien Neva Pius (15) 
6. 1 5pm Out oF Sight (1 5) 8.45pm 

IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
2 ? 5544) Archive Shorts (NC) 1 pm 
Insomnia (18) 6pm. 8.15pm My 
Name is Joe (IS) 6.15pm. 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

ONEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
The Boys (18) 2.30pm. 5.45pm 
The Governess (15) 8.15pm 


Cinema 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BASINGSTOKE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 256- 
SI 8739): Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U): Blade (18): Enemy of 
the State (1 5): Litde Uaice ( 1 5): Hie 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Mulan (U); The 
Parent Trap (PG): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Psycho (1 5): Rush Hour 
(1 5): The Siege (1 5): Small Soldiers 
(PG); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
What Dreams May Come (15) 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
UO 6 (01 494-463333): Antz (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the Cty (U): Enemy 
of the State (15); Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas (18): Litde 
Voice (1 5); The Mask oFZono (PG); 
The Rwent Trap (PG): The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Psycho (15); Rush 
Hour (15): The Siege (15); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (TO) 

MILTON KEYNES 
UCI 10 (01908-661662); Antz 
(TO): Babe: Pig In the City (U); 
Enemy of the State (15); 
Little Voice (15); The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): Mulan (U): Pardeshl | 
Babu (NC): The Parent TVap (TO); 
The Prince of Egypt (Uj: Psycho I 
(15); Rush Hour (15): The Siege I 
(1 5); Small Soldiers (PG): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (TO): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 

WATFORD 

WARNER VILLAGE (01923- 
682244); Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U); Enemy oF the 
State (15); Little Voice (15); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Mulan (U); 
The Parent Trap (TO); The Prince 
of Egypt (U): Psycho (15): Rush 
Hour (15); The Siege (15); 
Small Soldiers (PG); Star Trek: 
insurrection (TO): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 


sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171-405 
0072/cc 01 7 1 -404 4079) 0 Covent 
Garden/ Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
(31(7) 3pm. E12.50-E35. 165 mins. 

D CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Braad- 
! wav musical. Adelphl Maiden Lane, 
j ViC2 (0171-344 0055) 0 Charing 
X Mon-Sar 8pm. )4|(7I 3pm. £16- 
* £36 (inc booking fee). 1 30 mins. 

! • THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
j AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
I Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
j paced theatrical history lesson. 
Criterion Piccadilly Circus. Wi 
(0171-369 1747) 0 Picc Circ. Tue 
8pm, E6-E25. 120 mins 

• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
taiks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo 
Hammersmith Oueen Caroline 
Street. W6 (0171-416 60221 
0 Hammersmith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
14J[7) 2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 150 
mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High- 
octane stage version of thre TV se- 
ries charting the highs and lows of a 
class of young showbiz hopefuls. 
Prince of Whies Coventry Street. Wi 
(0171-839 5972) 0 Leic Sq/Picc 
Ore. Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 4pm & 8pm. ends 16 
Jan. E15-E30. 

D FILUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker's new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play. 
Piccadilly Denman Street. WI 
(01 7 1 -369 1 734) 0 Picc Grc. In rep 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. EI2-E30. 
120 mins. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earlham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 
0 Coven t Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4|[71 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
m Peter Hall's aedaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WI (0171-494 5045) 
0 Picc Clrc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (4J 
3pm. [7| 4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 165 
mins. 

ft AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dabby's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tk»n of JB Priestley’s thrblec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) 0 Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.15pm. (4) 2.30pm. [7J 5pm. 
E10.50-E25. 1 1 0 mins. 

ft INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine’s acclaimed musical 
based on fairy tales. Donmar Ware- 
house Earlham Street, WC2 (01 71 - 
369 1732) 0 Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [41(71 2.30pm. 
£1 5-E27.50. 

• THEMTOBYnONOFLOVElbra 
Stoppard's play about the life at po- 
et A E H ouseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
Haymarfcet Haymarket SW1 (0171- 
930 8800) 0 Picc Clrc. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. [4)[7J 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 

• JESUS, IWY BGY Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WI (0171-494 5070) 

1 0 Picc Circ. Tue- Fri Spm. Sat 5pm 
& 8pm. [1] 3pm & Spm. £5.50- 
£18.50. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

I Alison Steadman and Julie Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother’s funeral Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/0 Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
|5||7| 3prn. Jan 11. 7pm. £8- 
£27.50. 

ft LES IHISERABLES Musical 
dra m atisation of Victor Hugo's 
masterpiece, palace Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WI (0171-434 0909) 
0PSCC Grc Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5)I7| 
2.30pm. E7-E35. 195 mins. 

• MISS SAIGON Musical which 
resets the Madam Butterfly tragedy 
to Vietnam Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060] 0 Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sar 7.45pm. [4] [7] 3pm. ES.7S-E35. 

1 65 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit St Martin’s 
West Street. WC2 (01 71-836 1 443) 
0 Lek Sq. Mon-Sat Spm. [3] 
2.45pm, [7] Spm. £10-£24.50. 
135 mins. 


ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York's) St Martin's lane. WC2 
(01 71 -565 5000) 0 Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7 30pm. [4] [7] 
3.30pm. £5- £2 5. 90 mins. 

ft WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward Old Comprcn Street 
WI (01 7 i -447 5400)0 Leic SqTott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. I51j7j 
3pm. E15-E35. 160 mins. 

D WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
or. the film of the same name. 
AJdwych Aldivych, WC2 (0171- 
416 6000) 0 Holbom. Mon-Sat 
7 45pm. [5)171 3pm. £10-£32.50. 
120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan Hill s chilling ghost story. For- 
tune Russell Street. WC2 (01 71 -336 
2238) 0 Covent GardetvHoIbom. 
Mcn-5at 8pm. [3J 3pm. [7] 4pm. 
E3.50-£23.50. 110 mins. 


taculsc Tonight 7.30pm. ends 1 7 Jan. 
E7.50-E14. Home Gardens f 0 1 322- 
220000 ) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWIL1IAM MUSEUM British 
Watercolours f r om the Oppe Col- 
lection fcriufe g wt gfa ayUnngand 
Constable, ends 24 Jan. 
The Society of T hree. Whsdec Fan- 


EXET ER Constable. £rds 24 Jan. 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Dick WWt- ! The Society of Three: WhiStiec Fan- 
angcon Fallow- the pennfless here as , on^courLul Alphonse LegmsFx- 
he searches for the streets parea ; hiitiocamn;^ static of 
with gala Tonight 7.30pm. ends Jan i "•'-Se' l u^r-^nr Sun 

1 6. E7-E7 5 fom £28. Stocker Road | ‘ — 

10; 3 a ''-4 Q 34 C) 3i • 2..opm.-5pm. eris .4 .-eb. free. 

(Ul 39. 4.34. s) . >A _ g;aK Ssee: ;::;2=-332900; 


IPSWICH ; 

SIR JOHN MILLS THEATRE Ferry • 

Cross the Waveney 1960s stor.- of i FALLOW and 

a Lowestoft fishmonger who dreams 1 MUSEUM At the 5:gn of the 
of knocking The Beatles out of the . Rainbow: Margaret Calkin James 
charts. Mon-Sar 7.45pm. mat : 3 1st.. J (T89S-1985) Restrespectire of 
4.15pm. ends 16 Jan. E7.75-ES.5C. : cesi^s. caflisrsphy asa par±=gs. 
cones available. Garacre Road ! Vor.-Sa: T Za.-.- r IZ p-r erds 2 3 Jar. 


of knocking The Beaties out of the 
charts. Mon-Sar 7.45pm. mat : 3 Jar. 
4.15pm. ends 16 Jan. E?.75-£S.5C. 
cones available. Garacre Road 
(01473-211 498 i 


Theatre 

beyond the west End 


LONDON 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp's Last Tape 
Edward Petherbridge performs 
Samuel Beckett's melancholic piece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Fri fir Sat 
5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. E8-ET2. 
Great Newport Street. WC2 
(0171-836 3334) 0 Leicester 
Square. 

KING'S HEAD. ISLINGTON Song at 
Twilight Noel Coward's dark auto- 
biographical pfcy is directed by Sheri- 
dan Morley and stars Corin 
Redgrave. Tonight 8pm. ends 24 Jan. 
£12-£13. cones £7. Upper Street, 
Nl (0171-226 1916) 0 Angel. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice Dramatisation of the 
Stephen Lawrence case. Mon-Fri 
8pm, Sat 4. 1 5pm & 8. 1 5pm. ends 
6 Feb. £8-£T 3.50. Kilbum High 
Road. NW6 (0171-328 1000) 
0 Kilbum. 

YOUNG VIC STUDIO Special Offer 
A couple play out their relationship 
in a real display bedroom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. ends 23 Jan. £8, cones £6. 
The Cut. SEI (0171-928 6363) 
0 Waterloo. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from 
Eastenders stars alongside Only 
Fbols And Horses' John Challis. To- 
day 2pm & 7pm, ends 24 Jan. £6- 
£16. cones available. Sawclose 
(01225-448844) 

BOURNEMOUTH 
PAVILION THEATRE Beauty and 
the Beast Robin Cousins and Buster 
Merryfield star Tonight 7pm. ends 
17 Jan. £6-£13. Wfestover Road 
(01202-456456) 

BRIGHTON 

THEJGRE ROYAL The Hofly and the 
Ivy Thought-provoking study of life 
in a vicarage from Middle Ground 
Theatre. Tonight 7.45pm. mats 14 
Jan. 2.30pm. £6.50-£1 2.50. cones 
available. Bond Street (01273- 
328488} 

BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freebird 
Jon Ivay's black comedy about 
three motorcyle couriers on a 

dodgy mission to CornwalL Mon-VUed 
7.30pm. Thu-Sat Bpm. mats Sat 
2.30pm, ends 30 Jan. £9, cones £6. 
King Street {01 1 7-987 7877) 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Panto extravaganza about the tabled 
fowl Today 10.1 5am & 2.15pm, 
ends 30 Jan. £3-£16. King Street 
(0117-987 7877) 

BROMICY 

CHURCHILL THEATRE Snow 
White and the ' Seven Dwarfs 
Lionel Blair, Rula Lenska and 
TbbyAnstis from Children’s BBC star 
in this panto spectacular Tonight 
7.30pm. ends 23 Jan. E9-E14. 
cones available. High Street 
(0181-460 6677) 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Singin’ in 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Mon-5at 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£7-£l9.50. 3e1 grave Gate (0116- 
253 9797) 

MANSFIELD 

PALACE THEATRE Peter Pan 
Gareth Hunt stars in this action- 
packed adventure story. Today 
2.15pm a 7pm. E6-E8 50. cor.cs 
available. Leeming Street (01623- 
633133) 

NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Aladdin's Cave of 
Entertainment Exciting family enter- 
tainment starring Billy Pearce as Al- 
addin and Victor Spinetti as Abangza. 
Today 2pm 6 7pm. E12-E15. cones 
available. Guildhall Road (01604- 
624811) 

NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE Jack , 
and the Beanstalk Kenneth Alan 
Taylor writes and directs his fif- 
teenth consecutive pantomime far 
Nottingham Playhouse. Today 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 23 Jan. £9- 
£12. child £5-£8. Easr arcus Street 
(0115-941 9419) 

THEATRE ROYAL Dick Whittington 
Spectacular pantomime starring 
Lesley Joseph. John Nettles, Jeffrey 
Holland ana Hilary Minster. Today 
2pm & 7pm. ends 23 Jan. £3-£15. 
cones available. Theatre Square 
(0115-989 5555) 

OXFORD 

APOLLO THEATRE Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs Ftin panto 
starring Gladiator Hunter mid D enise 
Nolan. Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. £9- 
£1 1 , cones available. George Street 
(01865-244544) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Aladdin 
Dora Bryan stars alongside Ttacey 
Childs and Hollyoaks’s David McAl- 
ister Tonight 7pm, ends 16 Jan. 
£5.90-£1 1 90. cones available. King- 
land Road (01202-685222) 

THE MILL AT SONNING TWo Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love stray set in 
romantic Rome. From 12 Jan. Tue- 
Sat 8.1 5pm. mats Sat 2.1 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. £21 .95-0255 'including din- 
ner. Sonntng Eye (01 18-969 8000) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Aladcfin 
Magic carpet ride to Peking and tbe 
land of Emperor Fbo Wm Pong. 
Tonight 7.15pm. continuing. £S- 
£1230. cones available. Mai chouse 
Lane (01722-320333) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE GoidOocks 
and the Three Bears Frank Bruno. 
Karl Howman and Emily Symons in 
this staretudded panto. Tonight 7pm. 
ends 14 Ffeb. E7.50-ET7.50. cones 
auaflabte- Commercial Road (01 703- 
711811} 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter’s Tale Seasonal tale of 
obsessive Jealousy tfirected by Gre- 
gory Doran. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
4 Mar. £7 -£30. Waterside (01789- 
295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month hi the 
Country Brian Friers adaptation of 
Turgenev’s portrait of all -consuming 


LONDON 

. ANTHONY^ D OFFAY Rachel 
, Whiteread Four ssr pieces by the 
• leatfegcos^m p o ra^ -arast. Mai-Fh 
j ; 0a.-n-5.20pm. Se: 1 Ga.rc- ; cm. ends 
I 16,'an. free. DsrrgS^ee: id: 71-499 
| 4'OC) 

j BRITISH MUSEUM The Golden 
i Sword: Stamford Raffles and The 
j East An asd arteferts esplorisg the 
j life and work of the founder of Singa- 
: pore. Mcn-Sa: ICam-Sp.m. Sun 
| 1 2'V3cr,-6pm. ervis E Apr. £4. cents 
; E2. Great Russeli Street. VYC! (0771- 
I 636 1555i 0 Riisst:! Square Tc:- 
tenham Ccjr. Pcadris^cm. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Life? 
or Theatre?: The Work of Charlotte 
Salomon Rraerfu! paintings made be- 
tween I9J0 and 1942. Mon-Thur. Sat 
& Sun 1 Qam-6om. Fri ", 0sri-8.30pm. 
ends 17 Jan £5.50. U340 OAP 
£4.50. NUS £4. child 12-18 £2.50. 
chBd 8-11 £1 . Burlington House. Pic- 
cadilly. tV 1 (0171-300 8000/cc 4 1 3 
1717) 0 Green Fhrk. Piccadilly Cir- 
cus. 

TATE GALLERY John Singer Sargent 
Comprehensive exhibition devoted to 
the paintings of the 19th-century 
artist Ends 1 7 Jan. £6. cones £4. " 
Art Now 1 6: Something ts Missing 
-Jean-Marc Bustamante Insta Bating 
exploring international cities in pho- 
tographs. Ends 31 Jan. free. 
Turner In the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner’s first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. free, 
h Celebration: The Art of The Coun- 
try House Paintings and sculpture. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm, ends 28 
Feb. free. Milibank. SW1 (0171-887 
8000) 0 Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Grinling Gibbons and the Are of 
Canring Celebrating the work of the 
17thcentury woodcarver Ends 24 Jan. 
Picasso's Ladies: Wendy f&mshaw 
Predous-raeia] jewellery Ends 15 
Feb. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from 
The Americas and Asia: Henri 
Cartier-Bresson Lesser-koown sub- 
jects by the 90 year-old photograph- 
er: Ends 12 Apr. 

S3 ver and Syrup: a Selection from 
The Collection Work by leading pho- 
tographers throughout history. Mon 
1 2 noon-5. 45pm, Tue-Sun 1 0am- 
5.45pm. ends 31 Jul. £5. cones £3. 
disabled/UB40/mems/after 4.30pm 
free. Cromwell Road. SW7 (01 7 1 -938 
8441) 0 South Kensington. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM T9cf> Cen- 
tury French Drawings Recent ac- 
quisitions alongside familiar major 
drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
TlreRiintertyBrushOiLslgetchesdat- 
ingfrom the 16tfa to the early 20th cen- 
tury. Tue-Sat 1 0am -4 pm. Sun 
2pm-4pm, ends 21 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
JOHN HANSARD GALLERY Strict- 
ly Subufean: Gerard Hemsworth Re- 
freshingly sharp and reckless 
paintings. Tue-Fri 1 lam -5pm. Sat 
1 lam-4 pm. ends 6 Feb. free. The Uni- 
versity (01 703-592158) 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Par tn er s hips and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the sec- 
ond half of tbe century and a seiec- 


LONDON 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlight- 
en men t/B lorn s ted t Schubert’s 
2nd Symphony with Brahms's 1st 
Piano Concerto. Tonight 7.45pm. 
£8-£20. South Bank Centre, SET 
(o: 7 f -960 4242} BR/0 Waterloo. 

WIGMORE HALL The English Con- 
cerVPSnnock Concertos by Vivaldi 
with a Bach Cantata. Tonight 
7.30pm. £9- £20. Wigmore Street. 
WI (0171-935 2141 * 0 Bond 
Street. Oxford Circus. 

THE ENGLISH CONCERT/PINNOCK 
Concertos by Vivaldi with a Bach 
Cantata. Tonight 7.30pm. £9-£20. 
Wigmore Street. WI (0171-935 
2141)0 Bond Street Oxford Circus. 

SOUTHAMPTON 
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL. 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY 
Marisa Robies The harpist in retitaL 
Tonight 8pm. £12. University Road 
(01703-595151) 


OPERA 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS The Bartered 
Bride Smetana's classic opera in a 
new Royal Opera string directed by 
Francesca ZambeDo. Tonight 7pm. 
£7.50-560 Rosebery Avenue. EC1 
10171-863 8000} 0 Angel. 


DANCE 


LONDON 

COLISEUM English National 
Ballet: Cinderella Michael Cottier's 
award-winning production. 
Tonight 7.30pm iRwane/De Leeuw). 
£2. SO- £39. SO. St. Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171-632 8300) 0 Leicester 
Square. 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
• oo up and coming choreographers' 
work in London's important annual 
platform season. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
ends 1 3 Feb. £8. cones £6. Duke's 
Road. WC1 (0171-387 0031) 
0 Euston. 

ROUNDHOUSE Stomp Eight per- 
formers use anything and every- 
thing to create a witty and unusual 
rhythmic symphony. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
macs Sat 6 Sun 4pm. ends 1 7 Jan. 
£10-£25 plus booking fee. Chalk 
Farm Road. NW1 (0171-4200000) 
0 Chalk Farm. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Cirque Du 
Soleil: Alegria A celebration of con- 
tortionists, acrobats, aerial artists and 
fire dancers. Tue-Sun 7.45pm. mats 
Sat 6 Sun 2.30pm, ends 24 Jan. 
£23.50-£45. Kensington Gore. SW7 
(0171-589 8212) 0 High Street 
Kensington. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The Roy- 
al Ballet: Romeo And Juliet 
Prokofiev’s score. MacMillan's cfaore- 
ograpby and Georgia das' designs. 
Tonight 7.30pm (GuilJem/Cope). 
£10-£48. South Bank. SEI (0171- 
960 4242)0 Waterloo. 


EVENTS 


BRISTOL 

THE SECRET LIFE OF BUILDINGS 
Hawkins' Brown combine tbe en- 
thusiasm and energy of a young 
practice with ten years' building 
of prestigious projects. Amolflni 
Narrow Quay (0117-929 9191) 
Tonighr 6.15pm. £4. £2.50 cones. 

LONDON 

ROYAL GREENWICH WALK ExjMHC 

historic Greenwich, discovering a 
Greenwich other visitors pass In'. Dai- 
ly 12.15pm. £4. cones £3. 

LOONEY TUNES: EXHIBITION 
Original artwork in celebration of the 
Warner Bros Studio's 73th year 
Mon-Sun I0am-6pm (last adm. 
5pm], £6.25. student £5.25. cones 
£4.50. under 5s Free, family ticket 
£17. 

BEHIND THE SCENES Portraits of 
technicians and artists involved in 
tbe making of British films. Mon-Sun 
10am-6pm (last adm. 5pm), ends 
26 Feb. £6.25. student £5.25. 
cones £4.50. under 5s free, famiiy 
ticket £17. 

OOH! WHAT A CARRY ON: EXHI- 
BITION A celebration of forty years 
of great British comedy . Museum Of 
The Moving Image (MOMI) South 
Bank SEI (0171-928 3535) 0Wa- 
terloo/Embankment. Mon-Sun 
l0am-6pm (last adm. 5pm). ends 
19 May. £6.25, student £5.25. 
cones £4 SO. under 5s free, family 
ticket £17 

BIG BUIE - LONDON INTERNA- 
TIONAL BOAT SHOW turner boats, 
(ikighips , racing sailhnah; and much 
more. Warwick Hall Earls Court 
(01 2 1 -767 4600) 0 Earts Court lb- 
day. 13. 15 & 16 Jan. 10am- 7 pm: 
14 Jan. i0am-9.30pm: 17 Jan 
10am-6pm. £10.50. £9 adv. fami- 
ly £18 (adv only). 


Music 

POP 


BATH 

SCAPEGOAT Porter Cellar Bar 
George Street (01225-404445) 
. Tonight 8pm, phone for prices. 

LONDON 

RITA LYNCH, VICKY ROBERTS 12 
Bar Club Dark, passionate song- 
writing from female solo acoustic 
types Denmark Place WC2 (0171- 
916 6989) 0 Tottenham Court 
Road. Tonight 8.30pm, £5. 

LIVINGSTONE. THE SOUND 
Acoustic Cafe Suave indie-pop band 
playing a semi -acoustic set Marietta 
Street WI (0171-439 0831) 0 
Tottenham Court Road. Tonight 
8.30pm. phone for prices. 

STILL, ELECTRACUTE Barfly at the 
Falcon Royal College Street NW1 
(0171-482 4808) 0 Camden Town. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £5. 

EVE 6 Camden Palace Rising new 
US indie quartet Camden High Street 
NW1 (0171-387 0428)0 Camden 
Town. Tonight 10pm. £5. cones £3. 

KOURNAKOVA Dublin Castle Rark- 
way NW1 (0171-378 6095) 0 
Camden Town. Tonight 8.30pm. 
£4. cones £3.50. 

PULLEY The Garage Highbury 


LITERATURE 'fflSg 


BOOKBINDING 1998 Examples 
from the 1998 Bookbinding Compe- 
tition on display plus short-listed nov- 
els for the 1998 Booker Prize for 
Fiction. British Library Foyer Eu- 
ston Square NW1 (0171-412 7760) 
0 Euston. Mon. Wed-Fri 9.30am- 
6pm. Tue 9.30a m-8 pm. Sat 9.30am- 
5pm. Sun 1 1 am-5pm. free. 


Comedy 


LONDON 

KEITH JOHNSTONE'S GORILLA 
THEATRE COMEDY IMPRO AT 
TROUBADOUR COFFEE HOUSE 
The Old Spontaneity Shop with audi- 
ence participation. Tue 8pm, Old 
Brampton Road, SW5 (0956-6981 1 8) 
0 Earls Court, £4. cones £3.50. 

THE COMEDY STORE The Cutting 
Edge with Steve Gribbin, Paul' Thorne. 
Martin Coyote, Lee Hurst, NickWilty, 
John FbthergOL Tonight 8pm. Owsi- 
don Street. SW1 (01426-914433)0 
Piccadilly Qrois. £1 1 . cones £7. 


01 7 1 -344 0044) BR/0 Highbury & 
Islington. Tonight 8.30pm. £6.50. 

EDV1LLE. BLISTER KISS. LITTLE 
PEOPLE Hope & Anchor Upper 
5 C I e ?i„ N ! (0171-354 1372) 
Tube^BR: Highbury & Islington. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £4, cones £3.50. 

ptSOWJNDEXrrSCHMEEfardgui- 
tor funk with their usual dirtv angle. 


Clubs 


BRIGHTON 

SUSST AT THE HONEY CLUB Indie 
Old and new. Tonight 10pm-2am. free 
King’s Road Arches (01 273-202807) 

LONDON 

FORGERY AT DOGSTAR Patrick 
Forge and Richard Which drop jazzy 


to CatoftrkwayNWI (01 71-916 
eoeo^Camden Town. Tonight 

SONNY CONDELL The Weavers 

rriTfr Green Road Nl 4 

(01 7 1 -226 691 1 ) BR/0 Highbury & 
Islington. Tonight 8.30pm7£5. 

ERIC RED. HERE BE DRAGONS 
WWSPEED West One fwlSJto 
SiS*" 1 W14 (0171-603 7006) 
f 5 )Jg c Kington. Tonight Spm. 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 

BRENTWOOD 

KEN PEPLOWSK1 Classic swin e 
n® 1 ? J e S arded reS 
Si277^Tm? 7) W^ fie 2 d RMd 
£7 ! rn^sf? 1 TOn,ght a ' 3 °P m ' 

LON DON 

Spa 

Road swi 0 


r>- 


directs. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 20 
Feb. £5-£30. Waterside (01789- 


Feb. £5-£3 
295623) 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
CUFFS PAVTUON Gnderella BeL 
la Emberg, Bob Carol^ees and Bob- 
by Davro join in the festive antics with 
Alf from Home And Away. Today 
2.1 5pm 6 7.15pm, ends 16 Jan. £4- 
£15. station Road (01702-351135) 


and half of the century and a setec- sounds including bits of disco SALEN * JONES PblishpH 

tion of contemporary work, drum'n’bass, Latin and deej house Vocalist sings 
Bigteh Roots: Brie Cameron Thou- Tonight 9pm-2.30am. GoSwbS **** 
sands of layers of pamt surroundmg Lane. SW9 (OI71-733 751^, br *dge SWi ini 71 
organic objects. BR/0 Brtrton. free. ’ ^ Hytle fert, 

Quoat Montserrat: Veronica Ryan * 1 1.15pm £ 9 ‘ 1 5 P m 

Marhlpsmlnhirp linfciTurWIvftswith INDIGO AT MAMMc ia • duV Elo. 


sands of layers of paint surroundmg 
organic ot^ects. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculptors linMng St Ives with 
Montserrat in toe West Indies, toe 
artist’s birthplace. Mon-Sat 11am- 
7pm. Sun T 1 am-5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor Beach 

(01736-796226) 


Lane. SW9 (0171-733 75151 
BR/0 Brtrton, free. 

INDIGO AT MADAME JO JO'S 
Felchley Harrises and DJ KanninsWy 
playeasyfistening. Tonighr 9pm-2am 
Brewer Street. WI (0171-734 24731 
e Piccadilly Orcus. £7. cones before 
10.30pm £5. 
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RADIO 1 

(97.6-99.8 MHz FM ) 

6.30 Zoe Ball. 9.00 Simon Mayo. 

12.00 Kevin Greening. 2.00 
Mark Raddiffe. 400 Chris 
Moyles. 6.00 Dave Pearce. 8.00 
Steve Lamacq • the Evening Ses- 
sion. 10.00 Digital Update. 10.1Q 
John PeeL 12.00 The Breeze- 
block. 2JJ0 Clive Warren. 4.00 - 

6.30 Scott Mills. 

RADIO 2 

(88-90.2MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Sarah Kennedy. 7410 Wake 
Up to Wogan. 9^0 Ken Bruce. 

12.00 Jimmy Young. 2.00 Ed 
Stewart 5.05 Johnnie Walker. 

7.00 Alan Freeman: Their Great- 
est Bits. 8.00 Nigel Ogden. 94)0 
Vosburghs Further Follies. 10.00 
Susan Jeffreys Says Make It a 
Double. 10410 Richard Allinson. 

12.00 Katrina Leskanich. 3.00 - 
44)0 Alex Lester. 

RADIO 3 

(9(12 -92.4MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Masterworks. 

104)0 Artist of the Week. 

11.00 Sound Stories. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Rimsky- Korsakov. 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert. (R) 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

4.00 Voices. 

4.45 Music Machine. 

5.00 in Tune. 

7.30 Performance on 3. Francis 
Poulenc was one of the century's 
most successful composers of vo- 
cal music, with a range very much 
from the sublime to the ridiculous. 
Penny Gore introduces a celebra- 
tion of his achievement, featuring 
leading interpreters of his music. - 
Rapsodie negre. Francois Le Roux 
(baritone), Nash Ensemble. Three 
Novelettes. Steven Osborne (pi- 
ano). Trois poemes de Louis 
Lalanne. Felicity Lott (soprano), 
Graham Johnson (piano). Tel jour, 
teHe nuit. Ian Bostridge (tenor), 
Graham Johnson (piano). Un soir 
de neige; Chansons francalses. 
BBC Singers/James Morgan. Le 
bal masque Francois Le Roux 
(baritone), Nash Ensemble. See 
Pick of die Day. 

9.40 Postscript Paul Neuberg 
continues his exploration of the 
Communist project which sought 
to use the arts to remould peo- 


SKY H1FMFH 

GjOO Race tor 'four Ufa Charfe Brown 
f®77) (72201). 8-00 Od Yteler (1957) 
(35638) IOjOO Star Trek «: the Search for 
Spock (EMM) (94218). 1200 The Directors 
(373 05) 1 00 Hdtywood BuzzOTw DIibo- 
: Vir tors (73725) 200 Race for Ybw Life Char- 

L 211 le Brown (1977) (28299) 400 CM Yefer 

0957) (K73) 600 Star Trek Bl: the Search 
for Spock (19840 (31783) 8-00 The Arrival 
(1996) (79180) IOjOO Broken Arrow R996) 
(20B12) 1150 Primal Fear (1996) 

=-~»- Xii- (2380251) 2 j 00 Destiny Tuns On the Re- 

do (1995) (555049)345- 600 The 
js GJass Cage 0996) (81059416) 

SKY MOVBEMAX 

WO American Hot Vtax (®78) (0579473) 
.;.-r5-:S®- 0 900 To Breus Alaska f®96) (40560) 1100 
•• •; » Shootdown (1968) (31*4) 100 American 

' -• j"': Hot Wftx (1978) (5167B) 3-00 Tine to Say 

V, Goodbye (1997) (32812) 5-00 Shootdown 
T'. : “ (1988) (4G909) XOO To Braue Alaska (1996) 

(65367) 900 Second Chance (1997) 

- -_s :o fl! (T1909) 1100 The KBfeg Grxxteds (1997) 

1 (M5454)t2J35 Poison hry: The Naw Se- 

duction (997) (457955) 230 Cafl Me (988) 

•i { (93974) 345 Patty Hearet (©63) £69752) 

5-30 Tine to Say Goodbye (997) (84787) 
SKY CMEMA 

. - 4j00 Dragnet (954 (BOM90O) 600 The 

Great Lover (9*9) (7492893) 800 Three 
HOWS 10 Kfl (054) (7404638) 1000 WO 
Years- WO Movies (8623893) 1055 The 
French Connection (971) (72718657) 

. r- 13L40 The Legend of Hefl House (973) 

(9334706) 24» Beyond the Ctouds (995) 

- (4547674) 44)0 The Black Room (935) 

- ; (3378769) 5415 Ctosa 

. - ■;&?[ FH.MFOI/R 

6J0 Pickup on South Street (953) 
(6056783) See Pick ol the Day. 7.30 
Forty Guns (1957) (3340725) See Pick oi 
the Day. 900 The Typewriter, the Rifle 
and the Movie Camera (739856Q) See 
Pick of the Day. 1000 The Naked Kiss 
; f V: ■ (1964) (6035270) 1130 Fixed Bayonets 

' • . (1951) (1531218) 105 Pierrot Le Fou 

(965) (5003955) 23 O Cal (984) 

; ■ - (4508787) 400 - 600 LAtalante (934) 

- 1 v - (9644684) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4XK) Rex Hints Fishing Adventures 
(961299) 4-30 WfcUkert World (95093) 
5-00 Fflgfitthe (1404IB4) 530 history^ 
Tuning Ports (971763) 600 Animal Doc- 
tor (971676) 5-30 Hunters (2368385) 7 - 30 
Beyond 2000 (95912) 8j00 Great Eb- 
capes (143367Q. 830 The Death Zone 

- « (M1293) 8L00 Ttaflbtejere (934S54) 

1000 Ylkon Quest (9340541) ItOO The 


PICK OF THE Day 


THE CORNISH writer Nick 
Darke, whose latest stageplay, 
77ie Riot, is shortly’ to open at 
the National provides today's 
Afternoon Play (2.15pm RJ). 
In Bair code's Eve, versions of 
the same myth about a heroic 
boy-fisherman are told in a 
Mousehole B&B, which shelters 
a mysterious, heavily pregnant 
visitor. There is some superbly 
tetchy dialogue, particularly 


well-served by Barbara Jeffords 
Gran, whose voice sounds as 
worn as an old harbour walL 
Radio 3 tonight covers 
Poulenc in Performance on 3 
(7.30pm) and Composer of the 
Week (12mdn’l>. In between 
on Night Waves (10.45pm R3t. 
Richard Coles profiles one 
of our finest living poets. 
Geoffrey Hill i right). 

Dominic Cavendish 



pie's minds. 2: 'Engineering the 
Engineer's. With the dawn of the 
socialist realist era, the re-engi- 
neering of human souls - and the 
reconstruction of writers and 
artists into engineers of the vast 
effort - took centre stage in the 
drama of Communism and the 
arts . 

10.05 BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra. Introduced by Martyn 
Brabbms in conversation with An- 
drew Toovey. Conductor Martyn 
Brabbins. Andrew Toovey: Red 
Icon. 

10.45 Night Waves. Richard 
Coles profiles one of the most dis- 
tinguished and challenging poets 
at work in Britain today. Religion 
and the horrors of the Holocaust 
have been recurring themes in the 
work of Geoffrey Hill, but in his 
new, book-length poem 'The Tri- 
umph of Love', he explores his 
own 'slow haul to forgive’. See 
Pick of the Day. 

11.30 Jazz Ndtes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Poulenc. (R) See Pick of the Day. 

1.00 - 6.00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

9X10 NEWS; No Triumph, No 
Tragedy. 

9.30 The New Recruit. 

9.45 Serial: The Doctor, the De- 
tective and Arthur Conan Doyle. 
10X10 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 
11X10 NEWS; Nature: Insight. 

11.30 The Galton and Simpson 
Radio Playhouse. 

1200 NEWS; You and Yours. 


12.57 Weather. 

1.00 The World at One. 

1.30 Full Orchestra. 

2.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Elemental 
Tales. Bawcock's Eva See Pick of 
the Day. 

3.00 NEWS: The Exchanqe: 0870 
010 0444. 

3.30 Tales from the Village. 

3.45 This Sdeptred Isle 

4.00 NEWS: The Learning Curve. 

4.30 Shop Talk. 

5.00 PM. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6.30 The Cheese Shop Presents. 

7.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. John Wilson with 
the arts programme. 

7.45 Lady Susan. Drama: ‘Lady 
Susan' by Jane Austen. Adapted 
by Lavinia Murray. With Harriet 
Walter and Maggie Steed. Director 
Jocelyn Boxail (2/10) 

8.00 NEWS; True Colours - 
South Africa Today. 'Johannesburg 
and the Old Transvaal'. Johannes- 
burg, the economic heartland, is 
also the engine of nation-building 
in the new South Africa. Here they 
talk about the African nation. But 
where does that leave the whites? 
8.40 In Touch. Peter White with 
news for visually impaired people. 
900 NEWS; Case Notes Special: 
No Issue. 'Too High'. The ideal 
contraceptive has yet to be in- 
vented. Tracey Logan explores 
how science will change fertility in 
the future, 

9.30 No Triumph, No Tragedy. 

The second of six programmes in 
which disabled achievers in the 


United States talk frankly to Peter 
White about how their disability 
has affected their lives. 2: Bree 
Walker. The television anchor- 
woman talks about the genetic 
disability of her hands and feet 
which caused a furore in America 
when she opted to have children. 

10.00 The World Tonight. With 
Anne McKenzie. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana. 
Juliet Stevenson reads Emile Zo- 
la's colourful novel of the Parisian 
demi-monde, a powerful evocation 
of the corrupt world of the Second 
French Empire (7/15). 

11.00 The Patrick and Maureen 
Maybe Music Experience. Patrick 
Barlow and Imetda Staunton play 
Patrick and Maureen, a couple 
who should have split up long 
ago. Instead, they snipe at each 
other publicly and infuriate special 
guest Juliet Stevenson so much 
that she walks out. With Peter 
Jones, Leonie Mellinger and John 
Ramm. Written by Patrick Barlow. 

11.30 Talking Pictures. 

12X)0 News. 

12.30 The Late Book: Last Re- 
‘sort 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1X)0 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast. 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 * 6.00 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 10.00 Daily Service. 
12X10 - 12.04 News Headlines; 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE DAY 


THE WORD “maverick” must be 
one of the most overused in 
journalism. However, it really 
does apply to director Samuel 
Fuller. Often difficult. Ills work 
never runs the risk of being 
staid or conventional. It is 
examined in detail in tonight's 
documentary, The Typewriter, 
the Rifle and the Movie 
Camera (9pm FilmFour), in 
which the octogenarian is 
interviewed by Tim Robbins 
[right). Back in California, 


U-Boat Wtar (89957) 1200 Antarctica 
(3951329) tOO rtstoryk Turing Points 
(4133348) 13O-2J00 FBghtSne (9555139) 

SKY ONE 

7- 00 Count Duckuta (83763) 730 The 
Chris Bans Breakfast Show (46034) 830 
HoBywood Squares p6560) 900 SaBy 
Jessy Raphael (66657) 1000 The Oprah 
WMrey Show (68454) 1100 GuBtyl 
(882m 1200 Jenny Jones (7987) 1JOO 
Mad about Vbu (82034) 130 Jeopardy 
(B4831) 200 SaSy Jessy Raphael (467W) 
3.00 Jerry Jones (B6725) 400 GUtyl 
@6560) 5430 Star Trek: Deep Space Nne 
(529$) 800 Married witfi ChBOten (2831) 
630 Dream Ibam (393) tjoo The Simp- 
sons (8923) 7*30 The Simpsons (9367) 

8- 00 Rescue Medcs (5676) 030 Cop- 
pers (4183)900 WoridfcWBdestPoSce 
Videos (36218) lObOO Greece Uncovered 
(39305) tLQO Dream Ibam (9689) H-30 
Star Trek {38093) 12-30 HgMander 
(29416) 130 - 7490 Long Ptay (5008346) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

7-00 Sports Centre (5156683) 735 V-Max 
(350305) 7.45 H20 (359676) 8J5 Sports 
Centre (4337164) 8-30 Racing News 
(25299) 9u00 Aerobics - Oz Style (47021) 

9 JO \buVe on Sky Sports (43183) IOlOO 
Fbotbal Review (17744) H00 Triathlon 
(97960) 1200 Aerobics - Oz Style (2906) 
1Z80 Ford Monday Mght FootbaB pt299) 

2J» Spanish Footbal (6Q290) 400 Ibtaf- 

sport (4454) 4J30 World Windsurfing 
(3198) 5-00 WrastBng (7299) &00 Sky 
Sports Centro (4S31) 6-30 inside Scottish 


Robbins and Quentin Tarantino 
pay a visit to Fuller's study, 
which contains mementoes, his 
first movie camera and scripts 
which were never filmed. The 
evening also showcases some of 
Filler's finest movies, including; 
Pickup on South Street (6pm). 
starring Richard Widmark and 
Fbrty Guns (7.30pm), where 
Barbara Stanwyck gives an 
iconic performance as a whip- 
wielding ranch-owner. 

James Hampton 


Footbal (9305) 7.30 Fastrax (1367) 800 
Greyhound Racing (45960) 1O0O Sky 
Sports Centre (56957) 1045 Ybute on 
Sky Sports (68914 IMS Scottish Foot- 
bal (37129) HAS Sports Centre (440893) 
tZJOO You're on Sky Sports (73597) 

12-30 Badminton (97500) 230 Sky 
Sports Centre (8659961) 845 Closa 
5KY SPORTS 2 

7j 00 Aerobics - Oz Style (9721454) 730 
Sports Centre (9225638) 7.45 Racing 
Naws (8385794) 845 World Windsurfing 
(8063657) 845 Sports Centre (9133831) 
800 Fish TV (629976) 830 Fteh TV 
(7739454) IOjOO VMxid Motor Sport 
(5B8T580) UNI Max Power (7738725) 

200 Rafting: White Water Work! Champi- 
onships 1998 (2534183) 3 jD 0 World Motor 
Sport (2500706)800 Sports UnSmted 
(7758589) 7 j 00 Triathlon - 1998 World Cip 
998 (8754783) 8JDO Badminton (BW1299) 
1800 Fastrax (6272541) 1830 Flatting: 
White Water Wbrid Championships 1998 
(806193) 1130 Figure Skating (4871763) 
130 Sky Sports Centre (30547936) 145 
Fastrax (2T9042) 245 Sports Unfimhed 

(7364234 345 Sports Centre (54802504 

830 - ZOO International Oictet (3430139) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1200 World wresting Federation Live 
Wire (68173560) 100 Feh TV - Tbny Dean 
Outdoors (86343473) 130 Fish TV 
(8890096) 2.00 The Golden Age erf Rac- 
ing A-Z of Motarsport (9682725) 230 

Dickie Davies* Sporting Heroes St Tom 



Fmey (ftt14947) 3-30 Totateport 
(42732524 4XH> Ford Monday Mght Fbot- 
bal (20964947) 530 Fastrax (42731694 
800 Rafting. White Vteter World Champi- 
onships 1998 (68179744) 700 Feh TV 
(9686541) 730 Fish TV Fishing Tales 
(42741270) 800 Figure Skating (40153589) 
IOjOO SLpertxwts FrankSn v Johnson 
(40132096) 1100 Olympic Series Road to 
Nagano (62281763) 1130 Ctosa 


7 30 Rally: Total Granada Dakar 99 03928) 
800 Cross ^xjrnry Sking (67814 9iOO 
Alpine Sking (8752589)9^45 Cross-Coun- 
try Sklng (12386454) 12.00 Alpra Sking 
(2066909) 12-45 Football: Eurogoals 
(606541) 245 CfOSS-Country Sking 
(B29015) 4XM) Alpine Sking (32923) 54)0 
Snowboardrig (2367) 64)0 Footbal: Elvo- 
goals (92096) Z30 Boxing (3TSI4) 930 
Raty Total Granada Dakar 99 (52B31) 
IOjOO Footbal Euopean Championship 
Legends (59183) TLOO Strength (29611) 
124)0 RaJy (68665) 1230 Oosa 
UK GOLD 

74)0 Crossroads (838955) 730 Neigh- 
bous (9144034) 7.55 EastEndBTS 
(1075694 830 The B3I (8433744) 9J00 
Tha B3 (8434096) 930 The House of 
Stott (2473299) 1030 Angels (8413980) 
HOO Dafias (6B48014 «-55 Netghbous 
(98627764 1£25 EastEnders (75413S7) 
100 Jufet Bravo (4913924 24)0 Dates 
(1053676) 2-55 The BB (1566894 3J25 
The B« (6786560) 3-55 EastEndere 


Shipping Forecast 5.54 - 5^7 
Shipping Forecast H.30 - 12.00 
Today in Parliament. 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky Campbell. 

12.00 The Midday News. 

1X)0 Ruscoe and Ca 

4.00 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

7.30 The Tuesday Match. Ftussen 
Fuller presents coverage of all the 
night's football action, including 
the FA Cup third-round replays. 

10.00 Late Night Live. The day's 
big stories with Brian Hayes. In- 
cluding 10.30 Sport. 11.00 News: 
Finance. And between 11.30 and 

1.00 a topical discussion. 

1.00 Up All Night 

5X10 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(10a0-101.9MHz FM ) 

6X30 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
Kelly: Including 9.00 A selection 
from the Hall of Fame. Plus Hen- 
ry's High Flyer: a racing tip and 
Record of the Week. 12X)0 Re- 
quests. 2.00 Concerto: 
Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No 1 
in B flat minor. Martha Argerich, 
Bayreuth RSO/KyrilJ Kondrashin. 

3.00 Jamie Crick. 6.30 News- 
night. 7.00 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 9.00 Evening Concert. 

11.00 Alan Mann. 2.00 Concerta 

3.00 * 6.00 Mark Griffiths 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, H97-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 

6.30 Chris Evans. 9.30 Russ 
Williams. -LOO Nick Abbot. 4X>0 
Harriet Scott. 7.30 Mark Forrest 
10X10 Richard Allen. LOO James 
Merritt 4.30*6.30 Jeremy Clark. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW ) 

1.00 The World Today. 1.30 On 
Screen. 1.45 Record News. 2.00 
The World Today. 2.30 Water- 
shed. 3.00 World Today. 3.20 
Sports Roundup. 3.30 World 
Business Report 3X5 Insight 
4X10 - 7.00 World Today. 

TALK RADIO 

6X10 Big Boys Breakfast with 
David Banks & Nick Ferrari 9.00 
Scott Chisholm. LOO Anna Rae- 
burn. 3.00 Peter Deeley. 5.00 
The Sports Zone. 8.00 James 
Whale. 1X10 - 6X10 Ian Collins. 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


CHESS 

JON Speelman 


0480764 4-30 Angeis (1952541) 54)0 Al 
CreatLVBS Great and Smal (1425657) 64)0 
Dynasty (4993164) 7.00 May to Decamber 
(9777384 7.40 It Ain't Haif Hat, Mum 
(1876034) 820 The Comedy Alternative: 
Yte. Mnteter (3686094 94» Rad Dwarf IV 
(4773541) 9 j 40 This Life (1798224 «l 30 
NYPD Bfoe (27395724 1135 The Bl 
(2398854 124W The Bi (1613400) 12-35 
Spender (7012941) 135 tvanboe 
(5852074 2-30 Live al Jongleurs 
(1588504 34)0-74)0 Shopping (2697400) 

UVMG 

64)0 Tiny and Crew (49716474 820 
PhBbert the Frog (29692560) 880 John- 
son and Friends (B4407674 845 Tiny 
Tales (T7821894 850 Pt*a Dot Shorts 
(17B45384 LOO Practical Rarentteg 
(5105924 74)5 Professor Bifobb (569904 
7.30 Caiou (500262) 7.35 Bug Alert 
(669634 7-55 Practical Parenting 
(6623454) 84)0 Barney and Friends 
(2814184 8-30 Try T&ies (7349454) 835 
Tiny and Crew (8790164) 880 Practical 
Parenthg (9209454) 9-00 Diet Show 
(2837034) 830 The Roseame Show 
(3834522) 104)0 The Jeny Springer Show 
(6699367) 1050 Mary Povich (5346034) 
1140 BrookskJe (56247674 HZM Animal 
Rescue (7U264I) 1840 Rescue 911 
(13566924 1» Speaal Babies (23814367) 
140 Beyond Befief (79489634 240 LA 
Law (3428764 340 Uvng Room 
(7354744) 4LQ0 Michael Cole (4958367) 
4.50 Rotonda (6403021) 5*40 Ready, 
Steady. Cook (7 682034) 545 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1870764 705 Rescue 90 
(4060474 735 Animal Resate (9443894 
800 Murder CSJ (7191164) 900 Liz -the 
Eizabeth Taylor Story (7494261) HOO Sex 
Life Down Under (3554164) 1200 dose. 

TNT 

900 Scaramouche (1952) (36824634 
fU5 The Mght of the Iguana (1964) 
(77542744) 130 HonkyTonk (1941) 

(67031864 330 The Naked Spur (1954 
(84833597) 500 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT CONEDY CHANNEL 

700 Ouetess (9270) 730 Desmond*; 
(9909) 800 Roseame (5214 830 News- 
raefc) (4724 900 Cybfl (34384 9-30 Vc 
Reeves’ Big Mght Out (65304 IOjOO Ftesr- 
er (28384 1030 Cheers (37034) HOO 
Sefofeld (39831) t!30 The Lany Sanders 
Show (B1B31) 1200 Lae Mght with David 
Letterman (60684) 100 Taxi (10706) 130 
The Critic (S1597) 200 Dr Katz (30664 
230 Soap (42404 300 Tbs and Fbs 
(27042) 300-400 NghWand (33752) 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


sjl . 




BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 LONDON & 5E except: 

830 Newsline 630 (831) 

BBC1 Scotland 

As BBC1 LONDON ft SE except: 

2L55 Dofaman (3751183) 340 Dochffldh 
Mor (Oakey Doke) (9000164) 600 
News (251) 630 Reporting Scotland; 
Weather (831) 10.00 Frontline Scotland 
(19015) 1030 Confessions of the 
Cheshire Set (223638) 1L20 Curling 
(744631) 1230 Film: Patriot Games 
(344856) 2X5 BBC News 24 (385S7313) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 LONDON &SE except: 
•ji 9.30 Eastern Promise (520314) 1005 
‘. PadcSngton Green ( 492 M 8 ) 1005 
FUm: Patriot Games (3522^54)12-25 
Rkn: Silent Motive (1064955) L55 Joins 
BBC News 24 (75186503) 

AS Carlton except: 1^20 Anrtto 

News and Weather (60«015) 100 Up- 
shot (1365638). L35 HonteandAway 
(854B164) 2.00 The Jeny Springer 
Show (2935473) 3^0 Anglia News and 
Weath»p0a657) 5J0 Swriland 
Street (2505706) B-OOHome^dW 
(244164) 605 Angl® News 
1030 Anglia News and Weather 


(145541) 150 The Haunted Ftshtank 
(6202085) 2.20 Highlander (6G23139) 
345 Wish You Were Hera..? (45394) 
345 Nationwide Football League Extra 
(8284232) 430 Soundtrax (88555058) 
430 ITV Nightscreen (6428435) 
CENTRAL 

As Carttoti except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather (60H015V 100 
Headliners (35102) 330 Central News 
(2029657) 5.W Shortland Street 
(2505706) 600 Home and Away 
(244)64) 635 Central News and 
Weather (954928) 1030 Central News 
and Weather (145541) 435 Jo Winder 
(5402023) 530 Asian Eye (4275481) 
MTV WALES 

As Caitton except: 1030 This 
Momrig 04278299) 1245 HTV News 
(9495367) 100 Shorttand Street 
(085638) 135 Home and Away . 
(6540164) 200 The Jerry Springer 
Show 0935473) 330 HTV News 
0029857) 540 A Country Practice 
(2505706) 600 Home and Away 
09404) 635 Wales Tonight (954928) 
1030 HTV News (145541) 150 The 
Haunted Ftshtank (6202085) 230 Hi$v 
lander (5623139) 345 Wish Ybu were 
Here-? (45394) 305 Footbal League 


Extra (8284232) 4.40 Soundtrax 
(8855505 8) 430 Mghtscreen (6428435) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 635 HTV 

WBSt Weather (330560) 630 The West 
Tonight 099) 

MERIDIAN 

As Cart ton except: 1030 This 
Morning (24278299) 12X5 Meridian 
News and Weather (9495367) 100 
Shortland Street (1365638) 135 Home 
and Away (65413164) 200 The Jeny 
Springer Show (2935473) 330 Merldan 
News and Weather (2029657) 540 
Home and Away 0505706). 537 Three 
Minutes (975522) 600 Meridian Tonight 
(947) 630 Grass Roots Special (29$ 
10.30 Meridian News and Weather 
(145541) 150 The Haunted 
Rshtank (6202085) 2.20 Highlander 
(6623139 ) 345 Wish You Were Hera..? 
(45394) 345 Nationwide Football 
League Extra (8284232) 4.40 Sound- 
trax (88555058) 430 ITV Nightscreen 
(56356936) 500 Freescreen (62058). 
WESTCOUNTKY 
Aa Carlton except: 10-30 This 
Morning (24278299). 1245 Westeountry 
News (9495367) 1237 Huminations 
(6029034) LOO Emmardale (35102) 


330 Westcountry News (2029657) 

600 Westcountry Live (53947) 1030 
WosICOUTtry News (145541) 150 The 
Haunted Rshtank (6202085) 230 High- 
lander {6623130) 345 Wish Ybu Were 
Here..? (45394) 3.45 Football League 
Extra (8284232) 400 Soundtrax 
(88555058) 430 Mghtscreen (6428435) 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 1230 Calendar 
News and weather (6011015) 100 
Home and Away (82680893) 135 Tha 
Jerry Springer Show (852455*4) 2J0 
Coronation Street (3153812) 330 Cal- 
endar News Headlines (2029657) 500 
Nam's: weather (728134) 505 Calendar 
(612305) 630 Tonight (299) 1030 
Calendar News and Weather (145541) 
435 Jo Winder (3913503) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1230 North 
East News and Weather (6011015) 330 
North East News Hesdines (2029657) 
5-55 North East Weather (995386) 
600 North East Tonight (53947). 

1030 North East News and Weather 
(145541) 10-40 Tyne Tees: the First 40 
Years (174612) 1 M 0 Someone to Watch 
over Me (754218) . 12.10 F3m: Franken- 
stein Unbound (597232) 


S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 900 Ysgo- 
llon/Schools (10970015) 1200 Be- 
witched (16616928). 1230 Sesame 
Street (3860T102) 100 Planed Plant 
(47038305) 130 Binky Cam Fly 
(69965725). 140 Film: The Mark of 
Zorro* (44388247) 430 Dishes 
(56306928) 500 Planed Plant: Uned 5 
(89880378) 530 Countdown 
(56380980) 600 Newydcfion 
(89269270) 6J0 Hano (95978367) 7.00 
Pobo! y Cwm (91782414) 730 Newyd- 
tflon (56307657) 800 Y Side Gelf 
(97985712) 830 PengelU; Drama series 
sat on an industrial estate. The mystery 
surroundng MedwoVs departure deep- 
ens. John Albert comes under suspicion. 
Sali makes some new friends - and ene- 
mies (91782469) 1000 Brook side: Lind- 
sey tfseovers Peter's true whereabouts. 
DC Rose is determined to prove Luke 
guilty. Margi admits to Nkki that she is 
near to breaktog point as she reveals 
tha truth about her sex Bfe (54158270) 
1035 Mayday 06445560) 1135 Short 
Stories (69873034) 1205 The Raal Hol- 
iday Show (57164955) 1235 Cutting 
Edge Special - Trimble (45059329) 135 
CloseO 4.00 Ysgofon (81037597) 


WHILE WE were bashing away in 
Hastings and Moroz evich et al in 
Pamplona, a third dosed tourna- 
ment was under way in Reggio 
Emilia in the north of Italy This trad- 
itional event, now in its 4lst edition, 
was at one time immensely uni- 
formly strong -and correspondingly 
endowed with the seasonal spirit of 
peace and goodwill. 

Now it has slipped a little - down 
this time to just category 8 - aver- 
age 2.435. But this (presumably fin- 
ancially necessary) loss in 
numerical category has been pro- 
duced not by inviting all weaker play- 
ers but rather by having a much 
more varied field, which this time 
ranged from the Armenian Smbat 
Lputian, rated 2,615. right down to 
the Italian Constantino Aldrovandi 
who is just 2080 (presumably much 
more on the eagerly awaited list) but 
belied his bottom rating to surpass 
himself and end up with a plus 
score. The consequent imbalance 
has led to a great gain in bellicosi- 
ty and this year they had no fewer 
than 27 decisive games out of 45 - 
a whacking 60 per cent. 

The tournament developed into 
a race between the three top rated, 
with the Russian Evgeny Solo- 
zhenkin eventually running out 
clear first on 7. He was followed by 
Lputian and Komarov (Ukraine) 
6.5 and Aldrovanni on 5. The other 
scores (all are Italian, apart from 
Tomescu who is Romanian) were 


Efimov 4-5, Vezzosi 4, Borgo, Tbm- 
escu and Drei 3 and Anceschi 2.5. 

It would be foolish to judge a 
young player on any single result, 
but it’s dear that Aldrovandi has im- 
proved ata great rate. He scored two 
wins and just a single loss to 
Lputian: and showed great tough- 
ness in defence, especially in a re- 
pulsive endgame in the last round 
against Vezzosi. 

This is his deceptive win against 
Tomescu. White's bad queenside 
pawn structure looked a problem but 
after he achieved f4 - Black might 
have played ...g5!? earlier - White 
got space. At the end 30... Rb8 los- 
es to 31 Bxc5+. 

White: Constantino AJdrovandi 
Black: Vlad Tomescu 

Reggio Emilia 1999 (Round 6) 
Exchange Spanish 


I e4 e5 

16 Kfl Ne6 

2 Nf3 Nc6 

17 Be3 Rd8 

3 Bb5a6 

IS Rblb6 

4 Bxc6dxc6 

19g3Ke7 

50-0 fo 

20 Ke2 RfB 

6 d4 Bg4 

21 h4 C5 

7 dxe5 Qxdl 

22 Rfl C4 

8 Rxdi fxea 

23 f4 NdB 

9 Rd3 Bxf3 

24 £5 NfT 

10 Rxft Nffi 

25 g4 Nd6 

11 Nc3 Bb4 

26 Kf3 h6 

12 Bg5 Bxc3 

27 Rdl Rh3 

13 bxc3 Nd7 

28 Bel Nf7 

14 Rdl RfS 

29 Ba3+ c5 

15 Rxf8+ Nxffl 

30 Rbl 1-0 


Creativity 

LOKI 


HERE, FINALLY, are those New 
Year Resolutions - for other people 
to keep. 

But first, RJ Pickles’s belated 
alternative Christmas speakers 
and messages are: Damien Hirst on 
Modern Butchery Techniques, 
Salman Rushdie on Writing Popu- 
lar Fiction and the Spice Girls on 
Radical Gender Restructuring in a 
Post-Feminist Era. 

Meanwhile, all that Mike Gifford 
really, really wants is for the Spice 
Girls to ginger up their act for 
Camilla Parker Bowles to tie a 
Windsor knot and for Mandelson 
and Robinson to “neither a bor- 
rower nor a lender be". John Bur- 
rows would have Geoffrey R atone 
for his bung-all by selling all that he 
hath and giving it to the poor, and 
Maggot T admit the Poll Tax was 
a putrid mistake. 

Martin Brown wants Dolly the 
sheep and a proliferation of similar 
clones to assert their individuality 
by dyeing their wool green or 
gnawing off their feet or taking up 
cannibalism; and for dodos, woolly 
mammoths and sabre-toothed 
tigers, Jurassic-Park-ically recon- 
structed from their DNA, to 
resolve to try harder not to become 
extinct second time around. 

Several frustrated readers seek 
improved performances in 1999. 
Susan Tomes, a Misery Line com- 
muter; wants platform indicators to 
say “train approaching in l 
minute" for no more than 10 min- 
utes. Please? Thirsty Kirsty would 
like Thames Water to stop charg- 
ing her twice (once as water rates. 


then metered) for using the same 
water once. And Canny Annie 
would like London Electricity to 
stop the scam of charging her and 
her landlord and the builder for the 
same electricity units. Is that too 
much to ask? And Pirate Jane 
would like her flagging lover 
Richard to-give her a Jolly Roger. 

Paul Turner wants George Melly 
to ditch pinstripes and stupid hats 
and sport a full suit of armour, 
visor firmly shut, rendering him 
both inaudible and invisible. 

J R Gore would like Paddy Ash- 
down to avoid going into Labour, 
Rupert Murdoch to accept that the 
Sky's the limit and Saddam Hussein 
to stop eating his Kurds and weigh 
the advantages. Maguy Higgs 
wants Saddam to evaporate, 
slimmers to start, smokers to stop 
and bosses to be in the wrong 
occasionally. 

And Loki's three wishes are: 
more women to write for the col- 
umn; Maguy Higgs, JR Gore and 
R J Pickles to eqjoy the Chambers 
Dictionaries of Quotations they 
have won. and for everyone to 
write in, by 21 January, suggesting 
some possible uses for a 459-word 
Creativity column in a week (like 
last week) when no contributions 
are received, to Creativity, The 
Independent, l Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL. 
Three prizes of copies of Chambers 
Dictionary of Quotations for the 
most inspired. On 19 January we 
shall sum up the dire and unfore- * 
seen consequences of that leap 
second being added 


Concise Crossword 


No. 3817 Tuesday 12 Januaiy 


2 3 


21 22 


ACROSS DOWN 

I Berkshire town (6) I Thin on the ground (6) 

4 Informal talks (5) 2 Thin silk material (7) 

5 Rage (5) 3 Flower (8) 

9 Acrobat's costume (7) 4 Cut of meat (4) 

10 Genuine (7) 5 Conscious (5) 

II Nothing but (4) 6 Make unhappy (6) 

12 Banel (3) 7 Smooth (5) 

14 Wise Men (4) 13 Pleasure seeker (8) 

15 Dull pain (4) 16 Encourage (7) 

18 Playing card (3) 17 Complete failure (6) 

21 Mountain gpat (4) 19 Type of wood (5) 

23 Bluster (7) 20 Container for liquid (6) 

25 Become loose (7) 22 Exhilarate (5) 

26 Group of musicians (5) 24 Lady's fingers (4) 

27 Musical drama (5) 

28 Attitude (6) 

Solution to festeniay's Concise Crossword: 
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